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Introduction

The collective general view of the examiners on the summer 2014 examination for 6GP02
was that it was an extremely fair paper with considerable scope and choice for candidates
who had worked hard and who had prepared thoroughly. It was extremely pleasing to

see so many well prepared candidates display a breadth of knowledge linked to growing
contemporary political awareness and understanding combined with a ready willingness to
critically analyse the questions set. Q1 on the constitution was extremely popular, attracting
an 80% response from candidates with Q2 on the Prime Minister/ Government reshuffles
attracting the other 20%. Q4 on Parliament was by far the most popular essay question with
a little over 75% of candidates opting for it. The time factor did not seem to be an issue
with comparatively few unanswered or partially answered questions.
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Question 1
Q1(a)

Examiners commented that, rather surprisingly, this was not answered particularly well
with many candidates only managing 2 or 3 marks. A common error was to introduce a
whole range of reasons not mentioned in the Source. Another common error was to state
that ‘it was easy to change because it is flexible’. Better answers mentioned that it was
uncodified, easily changed by Parliament, government majorities or through conventions
and subject to few checks and balances. Those that developed at least two of these points
tended to attain the highest marks. Examiners also pointed out that candidates appear at
times to be making the question too difficult; failing to state what is in the source.

Q1(b)

This question was generally well answered. Most candidates were able to offer three or four
ways in which the two types of constitution differed. Typically these concerned the following;
flexible versus less flexible, derived from a range of sources versus found in one document,
non-entrenched versus entrenched, no special protection versus subject to judicial/
Supreme Court protection, poorly understood versus easily accessible to citizens, unable

to protect individual rights versus civil rights well protected and continually modernised
versus protecting outdated practices. Those accessing Level 3 marks were able to explain
three or more of these differences with considerable detail and relevant examples. Those
earning fewer marks either offered less analysis and detailed knowledge or considered fewer
differences. Perhaps the most common error here was a repetition of the same point twice
and occasionally three times. E.g. Flexibility/Rigidity, Easy to change/difficulties in changing.

Q1(c)

This was a standard and very popular question which should reward any well prepared
candidate and very many scored well into Level 3 particularly for AO1. The question
provided a wide canvas and many candidates were able to produce well structured

essays that addressed the question to a high standard. There has been any number of
constitutional reforms since 1997, so candidates had a wide choice to choose from. The
most commonly discussed reforms were devolution, the Human Rights Act, the Freedom

of Information Act, the use of referendums, reform of the House of Lords, fixed-term
parliaments and the Constitutional Reform Act. Other candidates also validly discussed
elected mayors, police commissioners and the roll out of PR although a little less convincing
were arguments relating to the reform of Parliament and some generic and at times vague
reference to closer European integration. Some students also speculated on potential future
reforms, which while worthy of merit, did at times drift away from the main focus of the
question in terms of what had actually occurred since 1997.

Generally, most candidates were able to outline the ways in which these reforms are
thought to have been significant in terms of their impact on UK politics. This could include
decentralisation of power, the greater use of direct democracy, an increasing civil rights
culture, government accountability, fairer electoral systems and a weakening of the power
of the executive. Equally, they were able to demonstrate that there were often limitations
to these reforms, that all had problems and that all could see further improvements to
increase their level of significance. Those offering the most in-depth analysis would typically
access Level 3 marks.

Overall, this was a well answered question, and those achieving lower marks did so largely
because they discussed a limited number of reforms or failed to develop any analysis of the
reforms that they identified.
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All examiners noted the under performance on section (a) concerning the inclusion of
material not mentioned in the source and the non inclusion of clearly stated information
which would have obtained marks. There is perhaps a message here for centres in the way
they prepare and assess their candidates.

This is a good example of a mixed response, the (a) section is poorly done, then next a
really good (b) section then a top level 2 for the last (c) section.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #

and then indicate your new question with a cross [ |
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Examiner Comments

1 (a) - This response is skeletal and can only attain two marks;
some material does deal with flexibility which is not credit worthy.

1 (b) - From incomplete to complete - here we are presented with
a full answer which deserves full marks

1 (c) - This moves to the top of L2 but fails to reach L3 as defined
by the threshold criteria.

O )

X0\ Resultst
Examiner Tip

A key message from examiners this series for (a)

section answers is to focus on the source as opposed to
reaching beyond it.
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Moving on here to a really excellent answer, this is well focused and nearly reaches top
marks. An example in how it can be in scope to reach this level with application and focus.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross ¥ ,
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

1(a) - This is a full comprehensive answer, each point raised is correct
and the detail accurate

1(b) - A level 3 response, showing a really good base of knowledge and
understanding.

1(c) - A really extensive response and merits full marks. This is packed
with accurate detail and shows a clear comprehension of the topic.

us

A
Q Resuns
Examiner Tip

Whatever the topic or examination subject, clearly
structured and paragraphed responses are key to
obtaining marks for AO3 - communication skills - this
response is a manifest illustration of good practice.
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Question 2

Although this was the less popular of the source questions, Examiners believed this to be
a relatively straightforward question which did not seem to cause too many problems for
candidates.

Q2(a)

Again, surprisingly few candidates achieved full marks though nearly all were at least able
to use the source to explain what a reshuffle was. The best answers were able to use the
source to explain the circumstances in which a reshuffle might happen - replacing personnel
for a variety of reasons, removal because of dissatisfaction with performance, promotion
because of good work and the introduction of ‘new blood’. Better candidates cited Lansley
and Spelman for under performance and Mitchell for good work. Very few candidates
commented on the effects of a reshuffle on policy making.

Although Q2(a) generally scored higher than Q1(a) again, as in Q1(a) a number of able
candidates all but ignored the source, using their own knowledge to answer the question.
Centres do need to remind candidates to follow the instructions in the question. No credit
can be given for own knowledge in part (a) if the instruction is to use the source.

Q2(b)

Examiners universally commented on the success of this question. There was ample
material in the source for candidates to provide at least three factors including progression
for talented backbenchers, promotion for those with a proven track record of delivery,
because a politician is a strong ally of a cabinet minister and dissatisfaction with
performance. The very best answers were able to build on these, with further current
examples particularly Maria Miller’s recent resignation being a case in point. Strong
candidates explained further possible points not in the source including the need for party/
ideological balance in the cabinet (Prescott from Old Labour), the need to keep rivals on
board, to reward loyalty, to keep dissidents in the camp and, as a result of the Coalition
Agreement, to ensure 5 cabinet seats are reserved for Liberal Democrats. All were valid and
many candidates were able to expand on these well.

There were very many strong answers and a high number of candidates accessed Level

3 marks here. The biggest weaknesses included candidates who could only access Level

2 because of failure to include at least one factor from the source or, more commonly,
one factor from their own knowledge. Some candidates scored Level 1 or Level 2 for
limited to weak knowledge of either one or two factors and there were some candidates
who misinterpreted the source. There is a general issue on Part B responses as to the
depth required to obtain Level 3. Some candidates write at great length and clearly leave
themselves little time for Part C whilst others regard it as an extension of Part A and write
too little.

GCE Government and Politics 6GP02 01
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Q2(c)

Examiners commented on a significant quantity of high quality answers and the overall
impression gained was that candidates were well informed. It is a standard question which
should reward any well prepared candidate and very many accessed Level 3 marks here
particularly for AO1 and AO2. Candidates on the whole managed to achieve balance,
combining both methods of control and limitations on power although weaker candidates

did tend to concentrate on the former. The most common factors quoted that enable Prime
Ministerial dominance were agenda control, patronage, control of cabinet committees, ‘sofa’
politics and quad government. Many candidates were extremely secure in their knowledge
of the Prime Minister as chief policy maker, emergency powers, appointments and dismissals
and the focus of the media on his office. Examiners noted that the question requires balance
and that for a Level 3 response both powers and constraints, though not necessarily in
equal measure, have to be considered. The most common limitations were that the Prime
Minister can be overruled by the cabinet; some ministers may have their own power base,
the passage of events, the size of parliamentary majority and the impact of coalition

politics. Level 3 responses would also display a range of relevant examples from either one
or preferably a range of Prime Ministers.

Very good answers drew on the experience of at least some of Thatcher, Major, Blair and
Brown, with some candidates able to contrast why Thatcher and Blair were able at least
initially to dominate their governments with why Major and Brown could not do so. Some
candidates went beyond to show how Thatcher and Blair could not sustain this domination
and some used George Jones’s ‘Elastic Theory’ well. Although not explicitly required the
question invited consideration of how David Cameron’s ability to dominate government
has been affected by the coalition and many candidates did address this. Indeed some
strong answers were focussed on the coalition, displaying impressive knowledge and
understanding.

Less able candidates often offered clearly rehearsed answers on presidentialism and control
of the cabinet which lacked focus on the question and which lacked balance. Whilst credit
could clearly be given this meant that they were unlikely to advance beyond Level 2. There
were a surprising number of factually correct, but generic responses which did not provide
examples of how recent Prime Ministers have been constrained or are able to overcome
these constraints. A number of candidates lapsed into historical narratives of different
Prime Ministers and their leadership styles with Thatcher featuring prominently in many.
There were comparatively few Level 1 responses with weak to very limited knowledge and
analysis.

Examiners were pleased with the level of responses for this question but two points were
noted for the attention of centres:

1. The need for balance when a question requires an assessment to be made. E.g. ‘To what
extent’.

2. The critical importance for L3 responses of the need to use contemporary and informed
examples which raise marks and corresponding grades. Nowhere is this more apparent
than on questions on the Prime Minister where evidence is in abundance and readily
accessible.
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This is a clear example of a level 2 script. It lacks detail and development for advancement
beyond this stage.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross & ,

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 3 Question 2 &

(a) .. Wil 1"/; S NIRRT S jwarnwk Rvs"ﬂg[!' B ..
et . pums[:v O kit :cc, bnd... &vﬁ:ﬁ;w
- roveness.... ko (il e voneonties!.

Thee Soule. akéo. M:Lﬁ Ao forichnend.. m‘brjfﬂm A5 d-t(
Afihe. . Mthﬁ}ﬂ‘ b A(fﬁdjﬁjad mﬁv e fffforﬁlnhg.ﬂ % ’Eh.r&ca&‘..._
;m&hfi

ff_ﬁLuﬁL._. . ‘i FOjf‘teﬁ}un o0k Sor... falllber

(b).. TL.. Prm-f- Minshr. afi—m Ax:-ﬂusm Ministe Iamwm
............ L. LUM'-—' \Luam, Mﬁ%ﬂﬂl nthe E P

‘mﬂv R La SNy, ‘Z Ahlma_ s,b«, ZLL E[muk
Wd Lo explein C..his g:
M\] :E}- s b FN HS; 00k Lg:ljak {fM
ET? LVL _Cohilsi o ?mu 5
Cw‘u\am §epalmm, E-nwannmk S&m.&rj L,«a Sm(% Ea

Qetovy. oGk plans o el bs.
A N Py

Soure. bo....also.. fﬂm& f{a}t Ahirw M[M 4.«., z:fw.&m |
funck (‘ff.«.é:7ﬁ£<, |

gﬂUﬂl@r’mM‘f‘Jjﬂf Jecrbacy, (il Coplas

11;. Soula... dscz e&fﬂrrioef .- www

A He jowmwﬁ (;Lj; Mrf

GCE Government and Politics 6GP02 01

19



20

e

Mwmwﬁ ﬁfyvficm ,_[a (eithe. plomebion. 15 %Wu(«
raujf"' Cﬂwﬂj do 4 Ln., ﬂ"lﬂ"t L
T éL solle e wand & by pec
ML N ﬂf’eb‘EN Leword e aéﬁv/ e
moftvends

Fone Wiistus_tlon.promote._Guse lohs bre.. ”""fﬂl
lqem f ibys gom @ur .f?aﬁf' or. Cloge  fritaed .
. fkn«“if&«; Beg;e, Oshoutre. f

((b) continued) ...,.T.lf-'- FI.‘:M- .}4"11&"' "Jfﬂ » a"ﬁi:vaﬁ [ 351:{2,..
..... Lm%fﬁ.urﬂw bé_ oad. ﬁl&!v Iﬂmﬂ*o&s thamn,

o2 J/ﬁﬁe ..... L«Jze’L

,ﬁ*LCp_ Zﬁﬁ? E/»L /Of?&,-e., Mw,séﬂr.

has SMUSS a., J'wm/a-u Minrbess
M & d; §L

................. j’ ALk ih fﬁ/ é’x M

lauLL; cwsed Tmost af’ ééwa_ a(m;sd._s

fdéﬂw Hrov /A ......

@ Lo on ekt 4 .ﬁZw ﬁim Minister_has conleol

A Mo dreisins Pade by G PVhrak..

LT Pﬂh{f Ministe- de-!f) E‘Z MM Meekings..
ﬂiw;iea Wfal.{' LV:-HM: 5 aégr;usr«c,i ,.u{umwv S tgi(wni’
me Minshus rok sbks te Cobingk Meglin /ﬂ
Ezr ekm/pfu; IEW? Blw M G-,L;M- P‘ﬁdm M!&

GCE Government and Polltlcs 6GP02 01




nduvided Gkl pumbus, Hese peding .
Blair chaied . H hwgu ke s SE )

Ju.( M’L M Sha. ColiseAsS. 9! Labinat-. Wﬂx&% |

ond lmed. ¢ d&fb"l

ég [wwn.. L P

ot wf e ose ot Lopent Tl
ﬂg a /ﬂ (o &l plessure Mo
. ffim. rf[.ur/ﬂq),fffr

H::m-v- it zéa Ll
-(AJLLLCLS( &UW (.%-&. a7

. Ton / Blars

A R R 8 RS R E B 1R RLR R R R 1

’ﬂq, ﬂ‘tm m.msfff oo e powes Lo
Cohhol.... Qﬁ A.a!#ﬁ*-—— o Commobs. Ainetadle
o v /ﬁm{, Mo bie Loble. o 5016
fw } ( Uy fowe  (Bcitved  Unfadovrbe
....... W Ao e fééc U A aézu..n ot 4 (adhe .
bhon _be. scrubmia A éAb}t (oh_ Pday,  un€il.

il Sts fhe sk /v;

........ &afi'@;cml/ Lt&uh%un be s ond the ]q,gu,c,v.a hes....
gt ADRAEH  Megkd Licample g dn. (dmes
%Légn'azzﬁ yﬁ fx %{ "

Tl* ovwwvi: farﬁ . 20/0 .. ]wﬁ G
_Coalitlone _aatmenink . ﬂa Lrine.. Ministes.. 5'/1@”% .
: J[}?QVU}WW

GCE Government and Polltlcs 6GP02 01

21



11m.tipw&rﬂﬁ@$b/cméFQ£ onidsof.. 18 of luic .
O mmﬁm C}mm. A tﬂﬁﬂlﬂ. Minides . oart
. .. .rz;rthL ,M ;rév é{féﬁ AM éf-e, . /aﬁm(
805 L5 ol (OS2 EY
%QL&JW&? Ye Pnht }"m;fw 2« s 54;

) @Ubuaéwt

M Lw/} a,é,{e, 59 f@:s‘; (76[4246#»

% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

2(a) - This is very skeletal and simply returns the source
without much amplification. However, it raises three points - all
correct and gains three marks.

2(b) - This gains L2 for AO1. There are minor inaccuracies but
with positive marking these cannot reduce the final mark.

2(c) - This is a clear example of a L2 response - towards the
lower end. It is not well developed.

Examiner Tip

As noted with 1(a) and question (a)'s in general. The
source is the template to work from, but is has to be
amplified and developed to obtain full marks.
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This script clearly moves up a gear on the previous one and it attains level 3 with ease in
both (b) and (c) sections.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross & |

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 £l Question 2 B

GCE Government and Politics 6GP02 01 23



(b) MMW&M@MMJM
W{a%mMmﬁ&/%&ﬂwW-

ML cd: Wﬁw ot ,uw:aﬁ ..........................

24 GCE Government and Politics 6GP02 01




@ 'TWL NTTITAT TP WMM ........................
Uean Haock ow Cadurk ond Inoes it is Supeosts

¥ R, i [ -
overnment and Politics 6GP02 01 25



oy 2004 wiugh ditatr,
M%m%%@ww

four







ET;“ Y Do e T el ad
((c) contirfued) .dtu_a.g mﬂ;&xﬁ \hm 80144 HEQRNT,

2(a) - This makes 4 points and earns 4 marks.

2(b) - Three points well made, creatively blending the source
and supporting it with own knowledge

2(c) - A clear and lucid response, worthy of L3 for all the AOs.

Section (b)'s rely on a combination of source and own
knowledge. The balance does not need to be exactly even
but without mentioning both a script cannot obtain level 3
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Question 3

This question was by far the least popular of the two Section B questions, with examiners
commenting on how few candidates were able to produce essays of Level 3 quality. This is
rather disappointing but not entirely surprising even though the Judiciary is set annually and
a similar question has been asked on several previous exam papers.

Judges and Ministers represent two distinct pillars of the Constitution - the Judiciary and
Executive - and some degree of conflict can thus be expected. However, they also have an
interest in the effective running of the wider political system, so are also likely to find areas
of common agreement.

The most commonly discussed areas of conflict related to the issues of judicial review,
sentencing, the rule of law, the Human Rights Act, judicial activism, judicial independence,
judicial neutrality, EU law and parliamentary sovereignty.

The most able candidates were able to explain, using appropriate examples, how these
issues led to both conflict and a lack of conflict between judges and ministers.

The Human Rights Act was frequently discussed. It has given judges increased scope to
challenge government decisions, whilst stopping short of giving them powers to strike down
legislation as unconstitutional.

Many candidates identified rulings produced by judges using the HRA. These included, the
long-delayed deportation of Abu Qatada, giving prisoners the right to vote, the right to
privacy, the release of the Belmarsh detainees and a number of other controversial rulings
usually related to prisoners and terrorists. These were often explained a great length,
though not always accurately.

Very good responses also discussed increasing judicial activism, the growing tendency of
senior judges to speak out about legal issues and oppose ministers since the adoption of the
Constitutional Reform Act and the continuing issue of the status of EU law in the UK as a
higher level of law. Judicial neutrality or the lack of it (Griffiths) was commonly discussed.

Higher level responses also explored where conflict has occurred between the senior
judiciary and ministers, over issues such as sentencing and the erosion of civil liberties by
anti-terrorist laws. Level 3 responses argued that ultimately judges only have the power to
interpret the law as laid down by parliament and parliament has the power to introduce any
new law it sees fit to do so. Good candidates applied what they knew about parliamentary
sovereignty and the role of the judiciary to the question.

However as a general point, there were a large number of poor answers to this question,
many failing to rise above Level 1 or low Level 2. Much of the evidence offered was brief,
limited and undeveloped, and this resulted in the majority of answers being rather short in
terms of overall length.

Some candidates tried to repeat what they knew about judicial independence and/or
neutrality, but unless this could be used to demonstrate how it could cause conflict with
the executive, it was unlikely to score beyond level 1. A common error was to assert that
increased judicial independence, following the passing of the Constitutional Reform Act,
had led to reduced conflict. There was also a lack of knowledge and understanding of the
implications and consequences of the act. Some candidates seemed to have almost no
understanding of the role of the judiciary, and produced extremely poor answers. A few
responses asserted that the judiciary’s main function is to scrutinise legislation, and a
number believed that senior judges still sit in the House of Lords.

Many candidates incorrectly repeated the common error that the HRA was forced upon the
UK by the European Union. In reality, the UK adopted the ECHR in 1951, long before joining
the EEC in 1973. In fact, the HRA was introduced so that UK citizens did not have to visit
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30

Strasbourg to see their human rights defended, but could do so instead in the UK.

Without exception all examiners commented on the unpopularity of and weaknesses in

the responses to this question. One can only speculate as to the reasons for such a poor
performance on such a mainline topic but the fault, they believe does not lie in any difficulty
in the topic itself or the question set. It is modern, current and relevant to candidates’
everyday lives and to British politics. Centres perhaps do need to examine how they teach
and assess their students and in particular how much time is allocated to the delivery of it
and at what stage of the course it is taught. Centres are also urged to ensure candidates
know and understand the Constitutional Reform Act of 2005 and its effects.

This essay does cover a lot of ground; it gains just over half marks in total. It is lacking in
expansive case details which would illustrate the grounds of conflict further.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the second question that you have :hosin. ‘*
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
“and then indicate your new question with a cross [X ,

Chosen Question Number: . Question 3 X ) | Question 4 —
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Here the essay achieves entry into L3 for AO1. There are some
good supporting examples which show the contemporary nature
of the conflict. However in order to advance further the nature
of conflict should have to display more breadth and scope.

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

To fully come to terms with questions on the judiciary it is necessary to support
answers with contemporary cases. In recent years the media have been full of
these. Furthermore with human rights being a potential election issue material
and public interest in this as a topic must rise and be a core political issue.
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This essay is well written and wide ranging. It sets out the terms of the conflict between
judges and the government. It shows an appreciation of the tension points and the
controversy which they entail.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
Put a cross in the box [ indicating the second question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box %
and then indicate your new question with a cross [{

Chosen Question Number: Question3 K Question 4 [
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% 4\ ResutsPus
Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This gains Level 3 for all the assessment As noted above the clear identification of named

political and judicial personnel does impress. It
shows that the candidate has a well founded and
in depth understanding of a set topic.

objectives. The AO1 is really impressive and covers
the HRA, Judicial Review and relevant legislation.
It personalises the conflict as it highlights not only
government ministers but also the senior Law

Lords at the core of the conflict.
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Question 4

A highly popular question which generally resulted in good quality answers. It is a relatively
straight forward question and it was clear to examiners that many candidates had clearly
prepared well with most being able to identify at least three functions of Parliament. There
were relatively few short answers and the most popular functions covered representation,
scrutiny and accountability, deliberation and legislation. Less frequently, candidates also
examined the legitimising function and the training and preparation of ministers. Most
answers addressed the role of the House of Lords to varying degrees but there were some
responses that were a little limited by a failure to cover both houses.

At the top end of the scale examiners saw some excellent, comprehensive answers. The
ones that excelled dealt with a variety of functions in depth and referenced with recent
examples and statistics to support their analysis particularly with regard to socio-economic
representation in houses, the role and importance of select and other committees, the
legislative process and the role of the House of Lords. The best answers were characterised
by candidates who had read the question and genuinely assessed the extent to which
Parliament carries out its functions adequately and achieve some sort of balance.

Although there were very many good answers examiners commented that the legitimising
function was neglected or misunderstood by weaker candidates. Coverage of scrutiny was
not as consistently strong, Prime Minister’s Questions and Departmental Select Committees
often the only means explored. There was frequently a lack of full understanding of the
difference between legislative committees and departmental select committees. Some
weaker candidates did not always evaluate the functions and therefore scored less well

on AO2 and spent too long simply describing and listing the functions. Some candidates
also spread their knowledge too thinly instead of providing analysis in some depth and
not all candidates had an up to date knowledge of current examples. However, almost all
candidates were able to access the question effectively and there were comparatively few
Level 1 responses.

As with question 2(c) examiners were pleased with the level of responses for this question
and reiterate two points for the attention of centres:

1. The need for balance when a question requires an assessment to be made here
\ H I’
Discuss’.

2. The critical importance for L3 responses of the need to use contemporary and informed
examples which raise marks and corresponding grades. Nowhere is this more apparent
than on questions on Parliament where evidence is plentiful and easily accessible.
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Here we have a clear focus on the question. True, it begins with a statement almost a
conclusion but there is evidence which supports the assertions. The AO2 mark falters a little
and cannot match the level of AO1.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
m.'&mhmmlmﬂqmmmmmmm.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen Question Number: Question 3 Question 4 A
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

As noted this is a good essay and it gets well over half marks
for the clear understanding. Although it is not all encompassing
- more could have been discussed on the Lords.

When questions relate to 'parliament' it is wise (and
almost imperative) to look to both Houses in response.
The balance may not necessarily have to be even but
both chambers are important.
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This essay does advance on the previous one. Like the previous one it has good knowledge

and understanding (AO1) but significantly it moves in and progresses on the two other
assessment objectives into the top tier.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
Put a cross in the box & indicating the second question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box 38
and then indicate your new question with a cross X ,
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

What is strong about this essay is its willingness to evaluate to a
high degree the functions of parliament. It covers both Houses well.

Examiner Tip

A critique of how parliament functions should be central to the
study of UK politics. This requires an evaluation of its current
role accompanied by logical suggestions of how it can improve.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

By way of overview in Question 1(a) and Question 2(a) with reference to both source
questions many candidates introduced a whole range of reasons from their own
knowledge which were not mentioned in the sources and for which no credit could be
given. Candidates often did not quote evidence that was clearly in the sources and it
is the collective view of a number of examiners that candidates seem to be looking
for problems that are simply not there. Centres might well take this on board in their
preparation for and assessment of the sourced based questions.

The question on the Judiciary, here Q3, continues to be of concern. It is the province of
the few; approximately 25% of candidates tackled this question. Although there were
some excellent answers the general message from examiners is that there were a large
number of poor responses, many failing to rise above Level 1 or low Level 2. Many
answers were brief and some candidates seemed to have little understanding of the role
of the judiciary. One vital ingredient often missing was a range of contemporary cases
which actively show judicial involvement in political life. This is a regular topic which is
asked each year and there is a clear message to centres that should be taken on board
when considering the preparation of students for the judiciary and possibly, the time
allowed for its teaching.

Many examiners in their reports cite how very few candidates know the difference
between and the remit of the two European Courts which affect the UK. Firstly the
European Court of Justice, relating to the EU (and impacting on EU issues) which is
based in Luxembourg as opposed to secondly the European Court of Human Rights
which is based in Strasbourg (and has a wider European membership and deals with
civil rights and individual liberties). It is a constant issue raised by them and is repeated
here once again for emphasis. In the current political climate the issue of both courts

is relevant. As a topic it reaches beyond the judiciary and touches on aspects of
Parliament, the constitution and Prime Ministerial power. Getting each base correct is
important.

In order to be prepared for questions set on Parliament it is essential to have a critique
of both Houses. Furthermore to advance in the topic this critique has to be up to date
and informed by current debate.

Examiners commented that candidates seem to perform better when there is clear
evidence that essays have been planned. The better responses invariably do commence
with a plan and they believe that a few minutes thought prior to the essay to marshal
ideas together is one of the keys to success.

Higher quality responses do tend to use more contemporary and informed examples
which clearly lift the overall mark and therefore grade in Q1 and Q2 (b) and (c)

and in Q3 and Q4. This was a significant factor in all questions and it is an area for
development for all candidates and centres.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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