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Introduction
It was evident, once again, that a good proportion of candidates had been well prepared 
for this examination. Subject knowledge was strong and there was, for the most part, a 
pleasing focus on the wording of the questions. The most popular short response question 
was the question on bipolarity whilst the most popular long response question was on the 
USA as hegemon. The least popular short response question was on EU enlargement whilst 
the least popular long response question was on globalisation and monoculture. 

The advice from the last examination in the summer of 2012 remains valid. As usual, 
there were a few key differentiators between candidates’ responses. The key to success in 
responding to the longer response questions set is to recognise that four different marks 
are being awarded for each answer. Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) - knowledge 
- may help a candidate to achieve 12 of the available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks 
available for A02, synopticity and A03. A large proportion of candidates score well in A01 
because they provide detailed and developed knowledge and understanding with relevant 
and accurate work but they can fail to attain the marks that are available elsewhere. The 
intellectual skills required to perform at the highest level in A02 revolve around the ability 
to provide analysis, evaluation and parallels or connections. This can be a challenge for 
those candidates who rely primarily on production of learnt fact and knowledge. Synopticity, 
where candidates are expected to provide an awareness of competing viewpoints or 
perspectives, can be a weak area for some. The longer questions are designed for debate 
and discussion of alternative viewpoints. A03 can also be an issue for some candidates. 
There is a need to bring all of the earlier A0 elements into a structured and logical response 
which provides balance and use of appropriate political vocabulary.

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of and focused on the 'Further 
guidance for Route D' document, which can be found on the Edexcel website. This document 
provides additional content explanation and advice to support the initial specification 
document. It is pleasing to note that teachers and candidates are making good use of 
recently developed resources. It was also good to see the use of contemporary examples 
which suggests that candidates find this subject particularly interesting and that they and 
teachers are keeping up-to-date with developments across all areas of the specification.
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Question 1

This was the most popular of the short response questions and acted as a great 
discriminator. As expected, the focus was on discussion of the Cold War period and the era 
of the superpowers. It was pleasing to note that stronger responses were able to introduce 
Realist and Liberal perspectives. These answers also made reference to proxy wars, the 
Cuban Missile Crisis and to Mutual Assured Destruction as well as drawing brief comparisons 
with other polar systems.
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This is a pleasing answer which offers a clear definition and use 
of the most obvious example, the Cold War. A range of theorists 
are included as is a Realist and Liberal perspective.

This answer was awarded 15 marks.

Examiner Comments

Most questions require a short definition and benefit 
from an indication as to the respondent's line of thought.

Examiner Tip
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Whilst weaker than the previous response this does still have a number of key strengths. 
The understanding of the key term and use of examples is good. The answer was awarded 
14 marks.
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Both views of the likelihood of stability in a bipolar period are 
presented with examples and use of pleasing terminology.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
This was the fourth most popular of the short response questions and it produced a range 
in the quality of response. Stronger responses tended to provide a clear definition with a 
good number of controversies explained in some depth. Examples were used to support the 
controversy relating to Western dominance and a clash with sovereignty. There were a small 
number of candidates who confused the term with World Government though more able 
candidates suggested that there was controversy relating to whether it could be a first step 
towards World Government. The Realist and Liberalist perspectives, relating to the term, 
were also raised.

The introduction in the following answer develops a definition but it could have been a little 
clearer.
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This is a good response which covers a few areas of controversy 
with examples. It was awarded 15 marks.

Examiner Comments



GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3D 11

Question 2

This response gives a good definition and has an introduction which gets to the point.
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This response has a number of pleasing arguments which are 
supported with examples to strengthen the response further, it 
was awarded 14 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

This was the second most popular short response question but a number of candidates 
seemed to miss the central demand of the question which was to identify purposes of 
the United Nations. There were too many descriptions of the Security Council and of the 
General Assembly and arguments relating to the operation of the United Nations generally. 
There were a few explanations of United Nations operations which stumbled into relevance. 
Better responses tackled peace and security, human rights, forum for debate and diplomacy, 
economic and social agencies, international law etc with some excellent recent examples. 

This script has a pleasing introduction which provides a brief background and introduces the 
key purpose of the United Nations.
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There are a decent number of purposes identified and discussed 
with examples. The answer was awarded 15 marks.

Examiner Comments

Try to provide examples to support assertions made.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

Unlike a number of other responses, this answer attempts to remain relevant throughout.
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A focus on the demands of the question ensured that this 
response gained 14 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

There have been questions relating to this specification area on previous examination 
papers and many candidates apply theory to numerous other questions. Consequently, 
there was a pleasing knowledge in most responses and a number of very strong responses 
were in evidence. This question was also a good discriminator. 

Most candidates were comfortable in discussions of human nature and also the likelihood 
of war and conflict. A much smaller number of candidates were able to discuss a more 
general cooperation and likelihood of world government. Only a small number of candidates 
discussed disagreements relating to polar systems and the implications for stability of 
different polar systems according to each theory. It was particularly pleasing to note those 
candidates who were both able to provide examples, and use theorists, in their responses. 

This response has a very pleasing introduction which suggests strongly that a confident and 
well informed response is about to follow. This candidate appears to know exactly what is 
required of them and they make clear the areas that they intend developing further in their 
introduction.



GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3D 21



22 GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3D

A full range of areas of disagreement are raised, explained and 
evaluated in what is a pleasing response. It was awarded 14 marks.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has learnt a great deal of fact and theory, 
they write well and they remain relevant throughout. Do the 
same and you will be well rewarded. 

Examiner Tip
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Another good introduction which makes clear a number of areas which are to be discussed 
in the main body of the response.
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This is a confident and well directed response which clearly covers 
the requirements of the question and is deserving of 15 marks.

Examiner Comments

Remain relevant and focused on the question, as this 
candidate is.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

This was the least popular of the short response questions and it provided a wide range in 
the quality of response. The weaker responses tended to drift away from a focus on the 
specific question and some became simply anti EU responses centred on the weakening 
of UK sovereignty and immigration, although discussion of immigration was of course a 
relevant area to explore. Weaker responses appeared not to understand the relevance of the 
2004 date in the title. Stronger responses explained the events of 2004 and 2007 and then 
the associated problems. The most common areas for discussion were the economic 
differences and immigration.  A few candidates were able to discuss decision making 
difficulties and the wider 'widening versus deepening' debate. 

There was pleasing contemporary knowledge from many candidates which was 
sometimes applied relevantly.

The introduction makes clear that the candidate knows which direction this response should 
be going in.
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In this response a range of factors are identified and discussed with 
supporting knowledge in evidence. This is a very strong short response 
which was awarded 15 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This is another of the stronger responses.
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A wide range of factors is identified from budgetary issues through 
decision making, CAP and Regional Aid distribution to immigration 
and the general problems of variable geometry in a multi speed EU.

The answer was awarded 15 marks.

Examiner Comments

Remain relevant and keep relating the response back 
to the question asked.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6

This was the second most popular of the longer response questions. For many candidates 
it was probably a poor selection. There were very few attempts at a definition of ‘global 
actor’ or an explanation of global significance/influence or initial criteria for consideration.   
Those candidates who did supply definitions, tended also to set a criterion for assessing 
whether the EU is a major global actor and then debated the extent to which the EU meets 
this criterion.  The majority of candidates were able to debate the significance of the 
economic strength of the EU and inevitably came to the conclusion that the sheer size of 
the EU in economic, trade and financial terms makes it a key economic global actor.  WTO 
membership and the single currency were used to support this view. Counter arguments 
focused on economic disharmony, partly related to the events of 2004 and 2007. Stronger 
candidates also discussed the structural power of the EU with reference to membership 
of bodies such as the WTO, G7 and G20. They discussed diplomatic influence, soft power 
and the issue of global climate change in which the EU has played a central role. The 
appointments of Herman von Rompuy and Cathy Ashton were used to support this view. 

Counter arguments tended to focus on the desire of member states to retain control of their 
own foreign and defence policies. The lack of a significant military arm with ability to project 
power within Europe and beyond was also cited,  with specific examples such as the EU’s 
weakness in the 1990s in relation to atrocities in former-Yugoslavia, and political divisions 
such as those over the Iraq war. The lack of nuclear weapons and lack of a Security Council 
role were raised by many candidates. 

This response has a slow start but does raise the key argument at the close of the 
introductory paragraph.
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There are a wide collection of arguments on both sides of the debate which 
helps to lift the mark total for this response to 40. On one side of the argument 
can be found a reference to the continued veto in the Council of Ministers, 
integration issues with expansion, sovereignty issues, perceived relative lack of 
structural power and negative responses to the 2007 global economic downturn. 
In response to this is a reference to supranationalism spreading in decision 
making, economic power and the Euro, and diplomatic or soft power. There are 
a few signs that this candidate may have been hoping for a question linked to 
regionalism but this answer is still strong enough to reach above the line of a 
Level 3 response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7

This was easily the most popular long response question. Most candidates were well 
prepared to provide at least a Level 2 response although there were few definitions or 
explanations of the term hegemon - leading or paramount power. Better responses made 
a judgement across a range of criteria including military, economic and cultural. These 
stronger responses also tended to provide a brief historic background to cover the term 
‘remain’. Military power was covered well by the majority including military spending 
and technology and global reach. There were a few excellent responses which provided 
counter arguments discussing hard power failings in Afghanistan etc and soft power 
weakening due to factors such as Guantanamo Bay and extraordinary rendition. Where 
covered, structural power focused on the central role played by the US in most major 
international organisations, whether political or economic. This was countered by failure 
to resolve economic crisis, Iranian and N Korean nuclear weapons, Russia in Georgia etc 
with structural power. Economic discussion inevitably involved the rise of the BRIC states, 
particularly China and the global financial crisis was used to imply that the economic model 
of the US had failed. It was pleasing to note so many candidates using current data and 
examples in support of arguments alongside reference to political commentators. 

This is a well balanced response which covers economic, military, cultural, soft power and 
other indicators.
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The response is well balanced with two convincing opinions. 
Political commentators/theorists are used effectively and there 
are very useful examples scattered throughout.  

The answer was awarded 45 marks.

Examiner Comments

It is always pleasing to note a response laden with 
examples and backed up with quotes/theories from 
commentators.

Examiner Tip
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A further strong response which begins well with a pleasing introduction.
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Criteria for assessment are made clear and synoptic skills are 
evident. The answer was awarded 45 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8

Although definitions of globalisation were of a strong standard, it was noticeable that a 
sizeable percentage of candidates struggled to explain the term monoculture. 

Stronger responses explained a single, homogeneous culture without diversity or 
dissension. They were also able to use a more sophisticated argument to suggest that 
cultural imperialism was based on a global homogenisation that weakens indigenous 
cultures and values. 

Weaker responses were simply and solely critical of US culture and influence but there 
is development to be made over and above a reference to McDonalds and Coca Cola. 
McDonalds was seemingly a compulsory element of global influence though one or two 
candidates did note the culinary influences of China and India.

Emphasis tended to be on USA dominance rather than a developing shared culture and 
on western values and the western economic model. Cultural globalisation is also seen 
to support economic globalisation which allowed discussion of the dominant US/Western 
economic model.

There was much discussion of shared TV, sport, commodities, food, celebrities, growth of 
huge media corporations all fuelled by the technological information and communications 
revolution. 

Stronger responses tended to raise, even partially, the counter argument. 

Alternative views focused on the cultural backlash with religious fundamentalism, a clash 
of civilizations, alternative non-western models and a wider response to perceived US 
dominance and Coca-Colonization. 

Stronger responses raised the view that the monoculture isn’t a western dominated one but, 
instead, a cross fertilised culture with elements of several local cultures taking their place on 
the global level- Gangnam style!
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This is an excellent response which the examiner enjoyed reading. It is well written, focused 
and to the point.
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The standard argument about US/Western dominance is in evidence with 
Britney, Beckham and Barbie all making an appearance. The counter argument 
is equally strong and this is another candidate who considered a strong 
example of this to be Gangnam style! This answer was awarded 45 marks.

Examiner Comments

It is for candidates to decide whether to use a plan or 
not. Some are almost as long as essays whilst others 
are very brief. This brief plan suggests that we can look 
forward to a balanced and informed response.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
This was a well-balanced paper with the opportunity for candidates to access the full range 
of marks in each question.  Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

•	 be encouraged to use appropriate political terminology

•	 refer to the question whilst writing their answers to ensure they are keeping their 
response relevant throughout

•	 use examples to back up their opinions.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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