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Introduction
The standard of responses to this examination was, generally, consistent with previous 
years. There is evidence that a growing number of candidates are showing an awareness 
of the need to define and explain key terms, especially in the short questions and usually 
at the beginning of the answer. However, too many candidates still either neglect to define 
these terms or are only able to do so in a rudimentary manner. Training candidates in 
conceptual awareness should take place throughout the course and be regularly internally 
tested; it is one of the easiest ways to improve examination performance. There is 
also a concern that the number of candidates who recognise that all essay questions 
are an invitation to debate and discuss an issue, or a range of issues, is not increasing 
as speedily as it should (considering the age of the specification and advice provided 
in previous examiner's reports). That said, the best responses were, as ever, highly 
impressive.
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Question 1

A common weakness in responses to this question was to take revisionist socialism to be 
interchangeable with evolutionary socialism, leading to a discussion of socialist 'means' 
rather than socialist 'ends'. A commitment to gradualism, or the democratic 'road', is 
certainly one of the features of revisionist socialism, but the key idea it is associated 
with is the notion of reforming, or 'taming', capitalism, rather than abolishing capitalism 
and replacing it with a qualitatively different social system. Candidates therefore 
significantly under-performed if their remarks were restricted just to the theme of evolution 
versus revolution. The very strongest responses discussed not only how revisionists 
proposed to reform capitalism, but also addressed both their revised critique of capitalism 
and their revised model of socialism (based on relative equality rather than collectivism).

Typically, a threshold Level 2 response exhibited the following features:

•	 awareness of the nature of revisionist socialism

•	 limited knowledge of at least one idea associated with revisionist socialism.

A threshold Level 3 response typically exhibited the following features:

•	 sound understanding of the nature of revisionist socialism

•	 clear explanation of at least two ideas associated with revisionist socialism.
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This response highlights a wide range of ideas that are relevant to 
revisionist socialism. It shows clear and comprehensive understanding, 
but the points made could have been further developed and, 
sometimes, more fully explained. It received 12 marks out of 15.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Most candidates who attempted this question showed at least a reasonable understanding of 
the nature of paternalism. However, in some cases, paternalism was mistaken for authority 
or hierarchy, in which case the caring or compassionate aspects of paternalism were 
ignored in favour of a discussion of law and order. Many effective responses focused on the 
features of the One Nation conservative tradition, and in some cases the Christian democrat 
tradition, recognising that conservatives have advanced a mixture of pragmatic and 
principled justifications for paternalism; although some responses turned into little more 
than a descriptive account of One Nation views. Strong responses were sometimes able to 
discuss the implications of social position being largely determined by the accident of birth, 
implying both that social obligation is the price of privilege and that the poor are 'deserving' 
of support.

Typically, a threshold Level 2 response exhibited the following features:

•	 accurate, but possibly implicit, awareness of the nature of paternalism

•	 limited knowledge of at least one conservative argument in favour of paternalism.

A typical threshold Level 3 response exhibited the following features:

•	 sound, but possibly implicit, understanding of the nature of paternalism

•	 clear explanation of at least two conservative arguments in favour of paternalism.
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This response contains a reasonable initial definition of paternalism. It also 
highlights two conservative arguments in favour of paternalism, the first 
based on pragmatic considerations, and the second on the fact that wisdom 
and experience are unequally distributed in society. However, the first point 
is explained more clearly and fully than the second. The final four paragraphs 
contribute little of relevance to the answer. The response received 10 marks 
out of 15.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that the entire response is question-targeted, 
and do not let answers drift 'away from the question'.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

This question was generally well answered, with very few candidates having either no basic 
grasp of the nature of constitutionalism or little sense of its link to liberalism. However, 
a major discriminator was between responses that merely stated that liberals supported 
constitutionalism because they believe that government power must be limited or 
constrained, and ones that explained why liberals are concerned about government power 
in the first place and why they believe that government should be limited. If responses 
did the latter, and preferably did so by doing more than simply quoting Acton (who, as 
ever, did good service in this question), they were able to show why liberals in particular 
support constitutionalism. A further discriminator was between responses that were able to 
demonstrate an understanding of the principle of constitutionalism, as opposed to those that 
merely defined a constitution or, sometimes, a codified constitution.  

Typically, a threshold Level 2 response exhibited the following features:

•	 awareness, but possibly implicit, of the nature of constitutionalism

•	 limited knowledge of the link between liberalism and constitutionalism.

A typical threshold Level 3 response exhibited the following features:

•	 sound understanding of the nature of constitutionalism

•	 clear explanation of the link between liberalism and constitutionalism.
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.

This response clearly recognises that liberals view government power as 
dangerous, and see a constitution as an important means of constraining 
government and so protecting individual liberty. However, it suggests that 
these liberal views stem from a belief in individualism, and especially from 
the need for individuals to be protected from the encroachments of other 
individuals, thereby failing properly to address the issue of the corrupting 
nature of power. It received 10 marks out of 15.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

The main discriminator in this question was the extent to which candidates dealt with the 
anarchist view of the state, rather than just pointing out that anarchists view the state as 
evil because it infringes upon individual freedom. In some cases, effective responses were 
constructed on the basis of the features of state authority, from an anarchist perspective, 
pointing out how and why anarchists view the state as compulsory, coercive, destructive 
and so on. Stronger responses, however, went further in exploring the origins of the 
oppressive tendencies that reside within the state. This was often done by reflecting on 
the anarchist view of human nature, but in too many cases anarchists were made to sound 
like liberals. Acton's warnings about power are distinctively liberal in character, in that they 
acknowledge different levels of corruption (only absolute power corrupts absolutely) thereby 
creating the possibility that corruption can be constrained (through the establishment of 
constitutional and democratic government). Only the strongest responses explained how 
and why anarchists, on the other hand, believe that all systems of rule, and all states, are 
absolutely and equally corrupt. 

Typically, a threshold Level 2 response exhibited the following features:

•	 awareness that the state is evil because it restricts freedom

•	 limited knowledge of the sources of state oppression, from an anarchist perspective.

A threshold Level 3 response typically exhibited the following features:

•	 clear understanding of the implications of the state for freedom

•	 clear explanation of the sources of state oppression, from an anarchist perspective.
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This response begins with some generalised comments about anarchism, 
which do not go very far in answering the question. It does, then, discuss 
the characteristics of the state, from the anarchist viewpoint, and recognises 
that the evil and oppressive character of the state derives from 'a form of 
Actonism'. However, this analysis of corruption fails to highlight a specifically 
anarchist position, and so is not sophisticated enough to access middle or 
high Level 3 marks. The response received 11 marks out of 15.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5

This was clearly a two-part question. Attempts to reflect on why Marx believed that 
capitalism is doomed to collapse generally (and reasonably) focused on class conflicts 
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. However, only stronger responses 
demonstrated a deeper level of understanding, by, for instance, showing an awareness 
of dialectical contradictions in all class societies, or by showing why Marx believed that 
capitalism amounted to a system of class oppression, based, necessarily, on exploitation. 
Similarly, while few responses failed to acknowledge that Marx believed that capitalism 
would collapse as a result of a proletarian revolution, the candidates who were able to 
explain the circumstances in which the proletariat would be brought to revolutionary class 
consciousness were in a minority. Weaker responses often simply pointed out that the 
proletariat would rise up in revolution because it is oppressed, without explaining when and 
how this would occur.   

Typically, a threshold Level 2 response exhibited the following features:

•	 limited knowledge of why Marx believed that capitalism is doomed to collapse

•	 limited knowledge of how Marx believed the collapse of capitalism would occur.

A threshold Level 3 response typically exhibited the following features:

•	 clear explanation of why Marx believed that capitalism is doomed to collapse

•	 clear explanation of how Marx believed the collapse of capitalism would occur. 



16 GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3B

This response correctly identifies class conflict between the bourgeoisie and 
the proletariat as the core source of capitalism's demise, but it fails to explain 
this clearly or to place this class struggle within a larger historical context. 
The need for the proletariat to achieve class consciousness is acknowledged, 
with some insight being demonstrated into the economic circumstance 
in which this would occur. However, this also does not amount to a clear 
explanation of the process (note references of 'deep recession', as opposed 
to deepening crises to over-production, and 'unfair circumstance'), meaning 
that the response does not reach Level 3. It was awarded 10 marks out of 15.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

Very few responses to this question failed to demonstrate at least a basic understanding of 
how and why conservatives support tradition and continuity. In strong responses, awareness 
was often demonstrated of a range of conservative arguments, covering religion-based 
arguments, pragmatic arguments that take tradition to be the most reliable guide to present 
action, and arguments that portray tradition as a source of identity and security. Only the 
strongest responses, however, linked the conservative stress on tradition to the idea of 
intellectual imperfection (we rely on tradition because reason is destined to fail us). The 
most common weaknesses in responses to this question tended to stem from a failure to 
recognise the other side of the argument, or to deal with it in a limited or flawed fashion. 
Only a minority of candidates addressed the liberal New Right's critique of tradition with real 
insight, emphasising that the source of the New Right's radicalism is that its faith in reason, 
theory and principle undermines its reliance on tradition. When candidates produced largely 
descriptive accounts of conservative arguments in favour of tradition and continuity with few 
or no balancing points, they achieved poor outcomes in terms of synopticity.

Typically, a threshold Level 2 response exhibited the following features:

•	 awareness of the nature of tradition and continuity

•	 limited knowledge of why conservatives support tradition and continuity

•	 limited knowledge of where and why conservatives depart from traditionalist views.

Typically, a threshold Level 3 response exhibited the following features:

•	 sound understanding of the nature of tradition and continuity

•	 clear explanation of conservative arguments in favour of tradition and continuity

•	 clear explanation of where and why Conservatives depart from traditionalist views, 
including an account of liberal New Right thinking.
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This response demonstrates an accurate understanding of conservative 
arguments in favour of tradition and continuity, with a comprehensive range of 
arguments being addressed. However, its main flaw is a failure to address 
the issue of 'extent' by considering conservative ideas or beliefs that depart 
from traditionalism. The comments on neoconservatism and the point about 
post-materialism do not suffice in this respect, and the liberal New Right is not 
addressed at all. This failure, affects the AO1 marks, has greater impact on 
AO2 (particularly the lack of evaluation), but it has its greatest impact on the 
synopticity mark, as, effectively, the response contains no relevant synopticity. 
The mark allocated for this response was 19 (8, 6, 0 and 5).

Examiner Comments

Remember that all essay questions are invitations to candidates 
to debate and discuss issues. This should be made clear in 
the introduction, but, more importantly, the essay should be 
structured around the competing viewpoints. If candidates 
are not aware of a relevant competing viewpoint, they should 
attempt another question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7

There were at least two legitimate approaches to this question. The most common approach 
was to examine the links between anarchism and socialist collectivism and then to consider 
forms of anarchism that have quite different roots and so clash with socialist collectivism. 
This invariably led to a discussion of the hybrid nature of anarchism, acknowledging that 
it can be thought of as both a form of ultra-socialism and a form of ultra-liberalism. The 
second approach was, after examining links between anarchism and socialist collectivism, 
to consider how, when and why collectivist anarchism differs from socialist collectivism. 
Such an approach often led to a discussion of how, in anarchism, collectivism has anti-
statist implications, while in socialism it has often been used to endorse statism. Some very 
strong candidates highlighted both forms of synopticity, but it was not necessary to do so 
to access high Level 3 marks. Weak responses to this question tended to be descriptive 
rather than analytical, and often focused over-heavily on an account of the rivalry between 
anarcho-communism and anarcho-capitalism, without linking this effectively to the question 
set.  

Typically, a threshold Level 2 response exhibited the following features:

•	 awareness, but possibly implicit, of the nature of socialist collectivism

•	 limited knowledge of links between anarchism and socialist collectivism

•	 limited knowledge of forms of anarchism that are unrelated to socialist collectivism.

Typically, a threshold Level 3 response exhibited the following features:

•	 sound understanding of the nature of socialist collectivism

•	 clear explanation of links between anarchism and socialist collectivism

•	 clear explanation of forms of anarchism that are unrelated to socialist collectivism.
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This response demonstrates, at the outset, a very clear understanding of the 
nature of collectivism and of its link to anarchism, whilst also acknowledging 
forms of anarchism that derive more from the liberal ideas of individualism 
and atomism. This is then developed by an examination of Kropotkin's idea 
of mutual aid and how it supports anti-statism by providing the basis for 
social solidarity. Differences between collectivist anarchism and individualist 
anarchism, particularly anarcho-capitalism, are highlighted, but not 
with sufficient development and the theoretical sophistication necessary to get 
consistently into Level 3. This response received 32 marks (9, 9, 7 and 7).

Examiner Comments
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Question 8

This was a very popular question, and responses to it were often of a very high calibre. 
Very few candidates failed to recognise at least the key features of modern liberalism and 
classical liberalism. In weaker responses, a largely descriptive approach was adopted, 
which failed consistently to highlight similarities and differences between the two traditions. 
Many, nevertheless, were able to discuss continuities and discontinuities between classical 
and modern liberalism with confidence and insight. In the strongest responses, an 
awareness was sometimes demonstrated of disagreements amongst classical and modern 
liberals about the level of continuity between the two traditions, classical liberals, for 
example, being inclined to believe that modern liberals have abandoned the 'true' faith. 
Many candidates were also able to discuss how disagreements over the role of the state in 
economic and social life stem from deeper and more philosophical differences over matters 
such as freedom and the nature of happiness.  

Typically, a threshold Level 2 response exhibited the following features:

•	 limited knowledge of modern liberalism

•	 limited knowledge of ideas of classical liberalism.

A threshold Level 3 response typically exhibited the following features:

•	 clear understanding of modern liberalism

•	 clear explanation of areas of continuity and discontinuity between classical and 
modern liberalism.



GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3B 27



28 GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3B



GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3B 29



30 GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3B

This response starts with a strong opening paragraph, which succinctly sums 
up the terms of the debate to be addressed. It then goes on to review a series 
of issues, highlighting, in each case, areas of continuity and discontinuity 
between modern and classical liberalism. Freedom is considered, followed by 
equality, the role of the state, the economy and individualism. The knowledge 
and understanding is accurate, comprehensive and insightful. Good analytical 
and evaluative skills are demonstrated throughout. The synoptic skills 
employed are sophisticated and very effective, and the overall argument is 
clearly developed and coherently structured. This adds up to an excellent 
response. It received 45 marks out of 45 (12, 12, 12, 9).

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in this paper, teachers and candidates should note the following 
advice.

•	 Make sure that all answers are relevant to the specific question set. Generalised 
knowledge, however impressive it may be, cannot gain any marks if it does not address 
the question.

•	 In particular, be aware of the danger of answers that 'drift away from' the question, 
through an attempt to write a little bit more or to use knowledge simply because it has 
been revised.

•	 Make sure that conceptual understanding is regularly stressed and tested.

•	 Remember that all essays are an invitation to debate or discuss an issue, and 
structure answers around these debates. If synopticity is strong, AO2 and AO3 marks 
will also tend to be strong.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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