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Introduction

There was a widespread and clear consensus amongst Assistant Examiners that the January
6GPO1 was a fair and accessible paper with plenty of choice for candidates. It proved, on
all questions, to provide a clear platform to discriminate between candidates and clearly to
apportion levels of performance on each section of a response.

Timing appears not to have presented a major obstacle and it is clear that centres are
preparing candidates to apportion their allocated time to reflect the marks distribution on
the paper. Referring to the (b) and (c) sections of the questions, the mark scheme makes
note of the threshold levels introduced for additional guidance in summer 2012 - these are
worth referencing by centres as they do offer further detailed guidance for the scope and
depth on these two sub-sections of each question.

It is also worth noting that, quite often, the higher performing candidates are those who
can demonstrate knowledge of the latest and most contemporary political information.

This often connects their response more decisively to the question and gives an informed
angle - politics after all is primarily a contemporary topic. Although historical reflections are
relevant, without doubt having the ‘finger on the pulse’ of current events is an attribute
well worth developing.
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Question 1

1(a)

Many candidates appeared not to be prepared for this question. A good many left it blank
and a large number outlined the workings of the party list electoral system or described
political parties in generic terms. Interestingly, many of the candidates who failed to
understand the term ‘party system’ in this question, went on, in 1(b) to use it accurately
(‘First Past the Post (FPTP) creates a two-party system’). A few candidates showed a
thorough understanding of the term and explored the nature of the British system,
discussing the emergence of the Liberal Democrats and how that might create two-and-a
half or three party systems. There was some limited reference to other countries’ systems
e.g. one party systems in China or North Korea.

1(b)

Many candidates performed well on this question, demonstrating a good understanding

of a variety of electoral systems and how they have allowed for different parties to be
represented. As one would expect, the best knowledge was displayed on FPTP. A few
answers failed to concentrate on ‘party representation’, outlining how the systems worked,
but these were a minority. There were far fewer errors on this type of question than seen
before with most correctly outlining the workings of the systems and where they were used.
The crucial link as always with electoral systems is to include contemporary details to show
knowledge and understanding.

1(c)

Almost all candidates demonstrated a good understanding of the term proportional
representation (PR) and were able to outline a range of positive aspects, particularly

that the outcome was fairer and, therefore, provided greater legitimacy, avoiding wasted
votes and tactical voting. A few candidates took each PR system in turn and evaluated its
strengths and weaknesses. The majority of candidates also adhered to the requirements of
the question and carried out a thorough ‘assessment’ as requested, highlighting some of the
weaknesses of PR, particularly the production of weak coalitions. There were some excellent
answers that were well explained and detailed, supported by precise details on turnout and
various parties’ performances at national and regional elections. Some also differentiated
between the PR systems e.g. a weakness of many types of PR might be that it weakens the
constituency link, but a system such as Additional Member System (AMS) retains that.
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(a) 3 marks are given here: 1 mark credited for the definition and 2 for the example.

(b) AO1 7 marks, AO2 3 marks.Full marks as three systems are clearly illustrated with a
corresponding link to the fortunes of political parties .(c) This is a clear level 2 response as
is reflected in the threshold guidance (mark scheme).
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Examiner Comments

This script shows that candidate performance, not only between questions
but also within, them does vary. This response is good overall and merits the
highest level but the route to this is not necessarily an even pathway.

Examiner T|p

One attribute of this response is not necessarily the length
of the content but the precision provided. Correct facts on
(a) and (b) questions do matter.
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This is an excellent response and this hits level 3 for (b) & (c) with a full marks for the (a)
section which is very clear and precise.
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Examiner Comments

Little to add here other than to comment on
what a good response looks like.
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(@) This is given credit for two links, the formation of government and the tangential link
to a three party system in the concluding section.(b) This begins really well, accurately
depicting first past the post and then losing momentum which results, in the final
paragraph, in a failure to link the system to any political party.(c) It is very hard here to
credit much of the response; there are errors and the mark is held at Level 1.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

If the previous example was a good one to follow here is a view
from the opposite end of the spectrum of a response which
would not reach a pass grade.
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Question 2

2(a) Although a very small humber of candidates made errors here, the vast majority
showed a thorough understanding of right-wing politics. The most common ideas
highlighted were privatisation, free markets and reduced welfare. On the whole these were
well developed and explained, with examples provided, occasionally from the Cameron
government, but more often from the Thatcher era. It was not uncommon to see right-wing
ideas from parties other than the Conservatives - often highlighting more extreme right-
wing ideas.

2(b) A few candidates misread this question and chose to highlight one division in each of
the major parties, but most selected one party. The Conservatives were the most popular
choice and there was a range of accurate divisions assessed, most commonly relating to gay
marriage and the EU. Answers that chose to assess divisions within the Labour Party tended
to be weaker, sometimes coming close to a narrative of the emergence of New Labour under
Tony Blair and showing limited awareness of the Labour Party since then. There were a

very few responses that explored divisions in the Liberal Democrat Party and those that did
showed a good awareness of various divisions over coalition and over economics. There
was reference to various party groups e.g. Cornerstone, Orange Bookers and some of these
answers were very good, but a few just described these groups without really highlighting
the divisions.

2(c) Again, this was seen as an accessible question which allowed many to demonstrate a
sound understanding of current party positions. All candidates attempted a balanced answer
and often used the terms ‘consensus’ and ‘adversary’ (or, incorrectly, ‘adversarial’). Weaker
answers were characterised by historical comments about party positions, often incorrectly
asserting that Labour was in favour of nationalisation or other such Old Labour positions. It
was the drift to the historical mode which denied marks to a minority of responses. Political
parties, their ideas and policies have to be contemporary and show current developments.

GCE Government & Politics 6GP01 01

21



22

(a) Two ideas are developed but this falls short of obtaining full marks.
(b) Merits Level 2 for AO1 but fails to match this with AO2 criteria.

(c) This is a Level 2 response. The plan indicates the mode of travel but this is
not developed. It is also hampered by the fact it is too historically, as opposed to
contemporarily, informed.

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 E£] Question2 K
Question 3 [J Question4 £
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The weakest section (c) pays a heavy price for its lack of awareness of
current issues relating to political parties. Reliance on historical events
cannot secure a pass grade.

Examiner Tip

Quite often the dividing line, when discussing political
parties, is up to date and correct information. Once this has
been mastered this topic becomes much more accessible.
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(@) An extensive and detailed response which earns full marks.

(b) The same level of work continues and once again this merits full marks.

(c) The top level performance is not sustained in this section - which reaches the top of
level 2. There is not the depth of detail (AO1) or evaluation (AO2) presented.

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 £
Question 3 1
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You should start the answer to part (c) on page 8
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You should start the answer to part (c) on page 8
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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4 us

Examiner Comments

This clearly moves up a gear in comparison to the previous
repsonse, sadly the momentum in the (c) section is not maintained.

34 GCE Government & Politics 6GP01 01




(@) 2 points are clearly developed here to gain full marks.

(b) Here three divisions in the Conservative Party are brought forward. The split on voting

rights for prisoners (an ECHR issue not an E.U one) is correct.

(c) A good response here with a clear Level 3 (c) section.
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You should start the answer to part (c) on page 8
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You should start the answer to part (c) on page 8
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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You s‘jﬂd start thearswer to your second question choice on page 13
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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({c) continued) \9 o off A

You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response shows a clear level 3 being attained for the
final (c) section.
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Question 3

3(a) Many answers referred to the way in which groups educate and inform the public and
cited examples from the environmental lobby and the anti-smoking lobby. The second
most popular reference was to the way in which groups encourage direct action and
protest, with the anti tuition fees demonstrations a common example. Weaker answers
limited themselves to a vague reference to a function of pressure groups rather than
explicitly addressing the demands of the question. In some ways this was the weakest

of the responses in Q3. Most candidates did score marks, there were very few zeros but
equally very few scored the maximum of 5. In a sense, responses lacked focus on the issue
of promoting political participation. The most common error was to look at two benefits of
pressure groups without relating these specifically to participation and this restricted the
marks that could be awarded.

3(b) There were plenty of well-explained and exemplified answers here. Candidates

were able to explain how wealthy insider groups have an unfair and thus undemocratic
advantage, with the bankers bearing the brunt of the candidates’ wrath. Also common
were references to the illegal or disruptive activities of outsider groups, with one or two
graphic accounts of the tactics of the Animal Liberation Front (ALF), as well as exasperation
at the tube drivers. Thirdly, the undemocratic nature of some pressure groups themselves
was cited, although examples here were fewer; mention was made of the union barons of
the '70s. Many candidates managed to explain the link between their choice of group and
undemocratic activity.

3(c) A minority of candidates misunderstood the question and wrote about how pressure
groups gain public support — about their methods, in other words. Others were limited in
scope and restricted themselves to a discussion about public support and little else. But
many got to grips with the question well. As well as public support - the Ghurkhas being

a favourite example - they explained a range of other factors which could lead to success.
Some excellent answers linked these factors with public support. Wealth, for instance, was
cited as a key factor, but wealth could be a reflection of mass membership and thus public
support. The most crucial factor was believed by many to be insider status - again the
bankers and the farmers were the villains here. The BMA was a common example, although
it was pointed out that the BMA was ignored during the controversy over recent NHS
reforms.
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(@) The first paragraph is well informed, the second less so.

(b) This raises 3 points and makes those very clearly, hence it satisfies the threshold

criteria.

(c) Here this is a low Level 2 response. There are mistakes made in the commentary which

does not fully develop the discussion.

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 El
Question3 &

You should start the answer to part (b) on page 5
\

Question2 [

Question4 [ S
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ﬁ “/ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A weaker performance on the (c) section of a question always
makes a major difference to the overall mark.

Candidates have to ensure that their best input is in this section
of the question to maximise thier score

A
@ ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

It is best, when selecting which question to answer, to ensure
that you feel secure in giving your best performance in the (c)
section. It is the 'load-bearer' of the marks and often perfomance
here has most impact on the final grade attained.
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(@) There is a lack of depth and scope here and this earns 3 marks.

(b) This cannot achieve a high score as the point in the first paragraph is incorrect -
it begins with a possible undemocratic claim but the mark has to be withheld as the

concluding remarks are incorrect. Likewise the final paragraph does not improve the mark.

(c) This is a Level 2 response - again it contains errors which should not 'knock' marks off
but neither can they increase the total.

Chosen Question Number: Question1 £ Question2 £ B

Question 3 B Question 4 [
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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%Examiner Comments

This illustrates certain pitfalls to avoid. There are many material
mistakes in the script - these, as noted, will not deny marks nor incur
any deductions but it is hard to advance the overall score.
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(@) This falls just short of full marks.

(b) This earns Level 3 for AO1 and mid range AO2. More detail and examples would secure
top marks.

(c) This is a high level 3 response. There is continuous evaluation throughout the answer.

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 £ Question 2 ]

Question 3 X[ Question4 [
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a good and well structured response which earns high
marks in each AO.

@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

One positive feature of this response is that the candidate does two key
things which have an impact:

1. There is a constant and clear reference to the question in the (c) section.
2. There is a brief plan, this is time well spent in structuring the response.
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Question 4

Q4(a)

Again, the concept of Parliamentary Democracy is a core part of the specification which

is very well covered in all student texts and revision guides. At it’s heart lies a focus on
Parliament. Most responses did score some marks but there were a good number of zeros
and few scores of 5 and 4. Many responses failed to focus on Parliament and looked at
features of democracy in general, without reference to Parliament. Most common of these
were ‘free and fair’ elections and even referendums. The best answers did what was
required and looked at such features as parliamentary sovereignty, government drawn from
parliament, scrutiny of the government by parliament and a bicameral legislature.

Q4(b)

This was the Part B that caused most difficulties to candidates. It is a new question but

it should be one that students should feel comfortable with and it certainly should be
within their experiences. The WHY part of the question, AO2, was done very well; many
candidates cited increased participation, increased direct democracy, education of electorate
etc and there were many scores of 3. AO1, the HOW part, was patchy. Some answers
mentioned a variety of features of digital democracy including online petitions with good
examples such as Hillsborough, texting, tweets, internet, blogs, Facebook, apps, mobile
phones etc and could score very high marks. Most tended to include 1 or 2 of these at
most and a good number of otherwise good answers scored more highly on AO2 or equally
on both AO1 and AO2. To an extent this is unexpected given that the younger generation
are more accustomed to advanced technological means of communication and there was
an expectation that their familiarity with such e-technology would serve them well, in the
event, for the majority it failed to do so.

Q4(c)

Again, this is the type of question that appeared accessible for it rewarded the full range
of candidates who have prepared for it whilst also providing appropriate challenge to the
most able who focus on the question. Most candidates knew their material well and there
were very many high L2 responses based on a balanced discussion of direct democracy
with particular reference to referendums. Although a good number of candidates mentioned
Athenian Democracy in their introductions, very few continued to develop the idea of direct
democracy in a modern context beyond referendums. Candidates who failed to do this
tended to remain in L2 for AO1 at 5 marks but could go higher for AO2 and AO3. There
were a significant minority who moved into high L3 with references to e-petitions, focus
groups, recalls and initiatives, often quoting the USA. It is this latter development which is
to be encouraged, direct democracy needs to be depicted as more than the extended and
invasive use of referendums
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(@) Only one feature is developed but this is done well and earns three marks.

(b) This does not develop well with a balance of why and how factors - the latter not being
progressed to provide enough detail.

(c) After a poor (b) section the response does improve and hits level 3 for all of the AOs.

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 1 Question 2 [ —
Question 3 [ Question 4 X  —
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-

______ wohtepokten.

The (b) section here is weak; it fails to fully describe digital
democracy. It covers aspects of the 'why' element but fails to
provide a base of knowledge and understanding (AO1)

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Digital democracy is a key term listed on the
specification and as with all key terms needs to be
understood and defined.
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(@) Although this is brief it is very concise and merits full marks.
(b) The brevity continues in section (b) but there is a range of digital applications noted.

(c) This merits entry to Level 3 for all the AOs.

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 £ Question 2 £ e
Question 3 [ Question 4 X —
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a good example of how a concise and correct response
can score well. The question is in central focus and all the
material relevant and rewardable.
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In part (a) the response does make two points, though these could be clearer and more
explicit.

In (b) we have a common theme of being at the top of Level 3 for AO2 but in Level 2 for
AO1, the 'why' being clearer than the 'how'.

This is an example of a weaker (c) section response. It is within the Level 2 band on (c) for
all AOs.
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13

e
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Examiner Comments

With more detail and accurate references this has the potential
to move up to very high mark levels.
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Paper Summary

Based on performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Ensure that all ‘key terms’ listed in the specification are familiar - they are all relevant
and will be tested;

When covering elections it is crucial that candidates are furnished with the most recent
outcomes of various elections which have taken place within the UK - this covers not
only Westminster elections but those in the devolved assemblies as well as elections for
MEP’s;

Since May 2010 we have to reflect that fact that the political landscape has changed. We
have coalition government which means that there are, in contemporary terms, three
major political parties to consider;

Pressure groups are a popular topic with candidates and in the main it is a ‘favoured’
choice for them. As noted in past examiner reports, the best responses are those
which demonstrate understanding of current developments made by pressure groups ,
acknowledging both their victories and defeats — in essence their success and failures;

Democracy inevitably draws on a wider hinterland of political knowledge and developed
understanding. Better responses are often reflective of current political events, such as
turnout in elections and referendums. Allied to this topic area is a requirement to be
speculative and make meaningful connections as to how and why democracy requires
improvement and development. In short we can only guide or point out improvements if
the problems are clearly understood.

Clarity and precision are key when responding to questions as can be seen from the
example scripts presented in this report.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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