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Introduction
This paper seems to have been well received by the majority of candidates with a decent 
popularity split between questions. In general, candidates seemed well prepared. It was 
pleasing to note that definitions tended to be strong and the majority of students attempted 
to remain relevant throughout. Synoptic skills appear to have been further developed and 
very few students produced one-sided longer responses. The most popular short question 
was the first question on humanitarian intervention whilst the least popular short question 
was the question relating to sustainable development. The most popular longer question 
was the question on international aid whilst the least popular question was the question on 
climate change.

Centres should refer to the report on the 3D paper and the comments relating to the need 
to focus on the 4 types of marks which make up the 45 mark longer questions. They should 
also refer to the comments relating to the importance of the guidance document produced 
by the previous Principal Examiner.
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Question 1

Humanitarian intervention is military intervention that is carried out in pursuit of 
humanitarian rather than strategic objectives. It can be justified in a number of ways which 
include morality and the need to 'save strangers', strategic considerations, discrediting and 
weakening of sovereignty, to promote democracy and to prevent regional instability.

Most students provided a definition of varying quality and at least one justification but 
stronger responses needed to provide a range of justifications usually supported by 
examples, often contemporary. 

A strong script which covers the criteria set out in the Threshold Indicators. This is a certain 
L3 script.
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A decent introduction with a definition. A range of factors are 
identified which include weakened sovereignty, universal rights 
and regional security. Observations tend to be supported with 
examples which include Libya, Iraq and Kosovo.

Examiner Comments

Try to provide examples, as this script 
does, to support assertions made.

Examiner Tip
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Another useful script with the the real strength of the response towards the start rather 
than conclusion.
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A strong introduction with key justifications following a 
pleasing definition. Use of examples to support the points 
made all helps to strengthen the response although the 
argument which uses a 'fundraising dance' as an example 
may have been better based on a more relevant example.

Examiner Comments

Try, where possible, to use 
relevant examples related to 
the specification rather than 
wider examples.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

Nuclear arms control has been difficult to achieve for many reasons. These reasons range 
from the security dilemma to the obvious prestige and power associated with weapons. 
Some additional reasons, discussed by candidates, included regional arms races and 
rivalries, the failure of enforcement bodies such as the IAEA, treaties such as the NPT and 
state sovereignty.

Relevance was an issue with this question. Some candidates appeared to lose a focus on the 
specific demand of the question and to discuss nuclear weapons more broadly.

This is a decent attempt at the question which raises a number of central elements.
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A useful script which makes a number of points relevant to the question despite an obvious 
error or two.

The introduction could tackle the question more directly but 
the response does go on to identify a number of reasons 
why nuclear arms control has been so difficult to achieve. 
Sovereignty is a key point as is the deterrent value of weapons 
and the power and prestige associated with having them.

Examiner Comments
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A range of reasons is provided. These include the 
weakness of regulatory bodies such as the IAEA, 
the spread of nuclear know how in a globalised 
world, the failure of the NPT and the double 
standards of the current nuclear weapons states.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The implications 
of sustainable development include that economic and environmental goals should be 
considered in conjunction with one another, limits must be placed on economic growth 
which means that states will have to accept getting richer more slowly. Further implications 
may be that there will have to be a slowing down of the exploitation of finite fossil fuel and 
a change in human mind set. This was the least popular of the shorter questions.

A well written response with correct use of relevant terminology and a focus on the demand 
of the question.
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A range of  implications are identified and 
discussed. These include reduction in fossil 
fuel use, consideration for future generations, 
investment in renewables, adaptation and a 
change in human attitudes.

Examiner Comments

The strength of this script is that it 
retains a focus on the specific demands 
of the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4

This was a reasonably popular question which produced a variety of responses in terms 
of score. Stronger responses had an understanding of the Brandt Reports  and the way 
in which they popularised the North-South division in the 1980's. Stronger responses 
explained that the divide drew attention to the practices of TNCs as well as the structural 
relationship between the North and South. The poverty and disadvantage of the South is in 
contrast to the prosperity of the North.

A pleasing response with a clear knowledge of the theory relating to this area.
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This candidate produces a strong response in which they clearly 
show an awareness of the central theme of the question. The 
exploitative nature of the relationship is made clear and it is 
pleasing to note awareness of Wallerstein. Dependency theory and 
other perspectives on the North-South relationship are discussed.

Examiner Comments

Theory is only useful if relevant, as it is here.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

This wasn't the most popular of questions but it was tackled very well by a significant 
number of students who had clearly been well prepared. They were able to provide a 
knowledge of the key elements of the theory and then a range of criticisms with a wide 
selection of relevant and impressive supporting material. The criticisms included that the 
theory is simplistic and that civilisations are complex and fragmented, they overlap, there is 
evidence of peace and harmony between civilisations as well as conflict within civilisations 
and that globalisation is bringing cultural homogenisation rather than tension and conflict.

A pleasing response with a range of criticisms identified.
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A further good example which covers a range of criticisms with some very useful examples.

A brief introduction but a number of criticisms are identified. 
Clashes within civilisations are discussed with examples and it 
is made clear that civilisations are fragmented. The candidate 
hints at the calming effect of complex interdependence. There is 
a heavy focus on Islam and the West.

Examiner Comments
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A much better introduction which makes clear both the 
core of the theory and some of the central criticism. 
The idea of the spread of western democracy is 
useful as is discussion of clash within civilisations. 
The candidate discusses other criticism such as the 
economic interdependence which lessens the likelihood 
of a clash and the suggestion that clashes tend to be 
between minority fundamentalist groups.

Examiner Comments



24 GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4D

Question 6

This was quite a popular question and there were a number of pleasing responses which 
provided strong definitions as well as detailed, example laden, argument and counter 
argument. Candidates raised a number of arguments in support of the assertion in the title. 
They argued that universal moral values were impossible and that any values presented as 
such were based on a western model and perspective. They argued, in particular, that the 
importance of individualism, as presented in universal rights, may not be applicable in other 
societies. It was suggested that human rights were a justification for western economic, 
political and military influence globally. Alternative models were discussed including 'Asian 
values' and those based on divine, rather than human, authority.  Counter arguments 
tended to be based on the rolling out of treaties, agreements and institutions based on 
universal rights.

This is a good example which remains relevant throughout.
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A decent introduction which sets out the controversy in the 
title as well as a simple definition. A number of views are put 
forward. These range from the realist and liberal perspectives 
to an explanation of 'Asian values' and the Islamic critique. 
There is use of example, including events in Libya and  
further argument relating to the impact of globalisation.

Examiner Comments

This is a further example of a 
script which retains a clear focus 
on the demands of the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7

This was the least popular of the long responses although there were numerous examples 
of students who were well prepared for the question. Linking the theory of the 'tragedy 
of the commons' to climate change  may have encouraged some candidates, with weaker 
or no knowledge of the theory, to look elsewhere. The theory has been the subject of a 
short and similar question in the past. Stronger responses would clearly need to explain 
the theory and relate it to climate change. Most responses would then move to presenting 
evidence to show both that cooperation has and hasn't effectively taken place to deal with 
climate change issues. Tensions between developing and developed states was a central 
theme as was an explantion of the perceived weakness of previous summits and treaties 
to bring about effective action. This was balanced with more optimistic discussion and 
evidence.

There is much to commend in this script. It demonstrates an awareness of the central 
demand in the question and the candidate carefully selects material to produce a relevant 
response.



GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4D 31



32 GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4D



GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4D 33



34 GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4D

A strong introduction which shows a pleasing knowledge of the 
theory of the 'tragedy of the commons' and how it applies to 
this debate. The conflict between developed and developing 
states is made clear with a discussion of the common but 
differentiated responsibility concept. There is an awareness of 
key summits and agreements with both positive and negative 
outcomes as well as the reformist and radical debate. 

Examiner Comments

This is clearly a knowledgeable candidate who 
has carefully selected relevant material from their 
knowledge as required for this particular question. 
Knowledge has to be applied to the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8

This was the most popular of the longer question. There was a particularly wide range of 
marks awarded for this question with superb responses as well as a few candidates who 
seemed to struggle to move beyond a one sided response based on little evidence. Stronger 
candidates explained that aid can be beneficial in socio-economic development and that the 
problem is that insufficient aid is given. The international target of 0.7 per cent of GNP aid 
donation has been met by very few states and that aid may only 'paper over the cracks'.

The counter argument tended to focus on a view that quantity of aid was less significant 
than quality and directing aid more effectively would help. There is a view that aid is 
counter productive as it can discourage initiative and self-reliance and that it can entrench 
corruption and oppression.

Another example of a response which remains focussed on the specific question and 
accumulates marks as a consequence.
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A strong and relevant introduction which is knowledgeable 
and well directed. Discussion of the core and periphery 
model of poverty and further central areas such as 
corruption and the support that aid can give to authoritarian 
regimes. There are examples used in support of argument.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
This paper worked well as a discriminator between scripts and appeared to be accessible to 
all candidates.

Further advice

•	 Focus on the fact that four marks are available for the longer responses and that 
candidates need to demonstrate all four skills in order to maximise their score.

•	 The guidance document produced by the previous Principal Examiner helps candidates 
to prepare for future papers.

•	 Candidates, in this series, seem to have further developed the ability to present 
definitions and a clear indication, in introductions, of where their argument will progress. 
This should continue to be encouraged. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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