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Introduction

The general standard of responses in Unit 4B in this examination session was broadly in
line with previous sessions. As in Unit 3B, two general issues would nevertheless be worth
bearing in mind. In the first place, although there are clear signs that essay performance
in relation to synopticity has generally improved, in many cases synopticity marks are

still lower than the marks for assessment objectives 1, 2 and 3. A continuing emphasis

on ensuring that candidates recognise that each and every essay question is an invitation
to debate or discuss a particular political issue would therefore have a beneficial impact.
Effective responses in this respect not only highlight the nature of that debate in the
introduction to their essays, but also structure their argument around the contending
viewpoints or perspectives. Second, in doing this, candidates should not merely provide an
account of rival stances or arguments, showing a sometimes largely descriptive awareness
of the arguments that other people have put forward. Instead, they should analyse and
evaluate these arguments in order to reach a reasoned but clear conclusion, recognising
that all questions require answers. How effectively their answer (or conclusion) stands up
in the light of the foregoing debate and discussion very largely determines the candidate’s
marks in terms of synopticity and assessment objectives 2 and 3. As ever, though, a major
discriminator in this examination (and possibly all examinations) was the extent to which
candidates focused clearly on the question set, rather than on the general issue of the
question.
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Question 1

This was a popular question. A good proportion of responses demonstrated an ability

to recognise at least the basic features of multiculturalism. In some cases, however,
multiculturalism is still understood in empirical rather than theoretical or normative terms,
meaning that candidates are thinking about the trials and tribulations of multicultural
societies rather than the extent to which the politics of recognition is an effective approach
to the challenges of cultural difference. This is an important distinction for teachers to
bear in mind when delivering the course. The key discriminators in this question were the
extent to which liberal criticisms of multiculturalism were clearly explained, and the range
of criticisms that were discussed. The most common criticisms highlighted were rooted

in liberal fears that cultural recognition threatens the individual and individual rights, but
this was explained with very different degrees of coherence.
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Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross [,
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Examiner Comments

This response shows a basic understanding of multiculturalism.
It draws attention to one central liberal criticism of
multiculturalism, even though this involves some repetition, in
that the concern about the promotion of an 'intolerant culture'
and the concern about the 'infringement of individual freedom'
are largely the same point. This criticism is nevertheless clearly
explained, even if it lacks theoretical sophistication.
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Question 2

Strong responses to this question recognised that it had two parts: the 'why' part sought an
understanding of ecological concerns about conventional moral thinking, while the 'how' part
sought an awareness of how ecologists have extended, or gone beyond, conventional moral
thinking. The first part was best addressed by recognising the anthropocentric character

of conventional moral thinking and linking this to environmental degradation. Various
ecological ideas and theories were highlighted in relation to the second part of the question,
with strong responses often being able to discuss the moral thinking of both 'shallow
ecologists' and 'deep ecologists'. Weaker responses sometimes came close to ignoring the
'moral' part of the question altogether, in which case they largely consisted of a generalised
account of ecological thinking. Only stronger responses recognised that sustainability is
more an economic idea than a moral one, but is has a moral dimension in the form of our
(alleged) obligations towards future generations.
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Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross i,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 ] Question 2 & Question3 [
Question 4 [J] Question5 [

You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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Examiner Comments

This is a strong response. It demonstrates a clear awareness of
concerns about the anthropocentric bias of conventional moral

thinking. In addition, it contains a clear explanation of at least

two forms of ecological ethics, one linked to biocentric equality
and the other to future generations. Other points are made but
without development. The response received 14 marks.
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Question 3

Some weaker responses to this question failed to focus sufficiently clearly on the issues of
peace and international order, tending instead to write about liberal nationalism generally.
Other less successful approaches to the question included a tendency to ignore the liberal
aspect of the question and concentrated, unhelpfully, on the incompatibility between
nationalism and peace and international order. However, when candidates had a clear grasp
of the question, they were often able to provide impressive insight and understanding,
sometimes explaining how and why a world of sovereign nation-states tends towards
balance or harmony. Post-WW!I liberal theorising, often linked to the ideas and aspirations
of Woodrow Wilson, was used well by many candidates. The key discriminators in this
question were the extent to which liberal arguments about how nationalism (supposedly)
promotes peace and international order were clearly explained, and the range of arguments
considered.
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Examiner Comments

This response makes one point with some clarity, noting the
implications of national self-determination and showing some
grasp of Wilsonian thinking. Supranational bodies are mentioned
but their role, and the idea that liberals do not regard
nationalism and internationalism as incompatible principles, are
not explained or developed. The response received 9 marks.
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Question 4

Most of the responses to this question recognised that the core feature of socialist feminism
is the belief that capitalism and patriarchy are interlocking structures of oppression.
However, the extent to which this was explained and developed varied greatly. Strong
responses were often able to discuss linkages between private property and patriarchal
family structures, sometimes focusing on the ideas of Engels and, in other cases, on the
thinking of modern socialist feminists, who are generally less willing to see patriarchy simply
as a consequence of capitalism. Weaker responses often merely stated that capitalism

and patriarchy are linked, failing to explain how and why this is the case. Some weaker
responses also lost focus on the question and started to write more about radical feminism
than about socialist feminism. The key discriminators in this question were the extent to
which the key features of socialist feminism were clearly explained and the range of such
features considered.
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Examiner Comments

This response essentially contains one main point - which ex-
plains how capitalism upholds patriarchy and sexual inequality
- but the point is made very clearly and with some theoretical
sophistication. Although, on this question, level 3 responses will
typically address at least two main arguments, the quality of
the one presented here justifies a level 3 mark. The response
received 12 marks.
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Question 5

Strong responses to this question demonstrated a robust understanding of materialism and
consumption, usually linking it to the idea that material consumption is the basis for human
well-being, implying that the wealthier people are the happier they will be. The 'why' part
of the question was then addressed by recognising that material consumption underpins

an obsession with economic growth which, in turn, is the main cause of environmental
degradation. The 'how' part of the question was answered, in the strongest cases, by
reference to ecologism's emphasis on post materialism, which is particularly strong in

the case of eco-anarchism and deep ecologism. Weak responses often failed to show a
reliable understanding of materialism and consumerism, and also struggled to establish a
link between material consumption and environmental problems, often just relying on a
generalised account of ecological ideas. The key discriminators in this question were the
extent to which ecological criticisms of materialism and consumerism were clearly explained
and the range of such criticisms considered.
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Examiner Comments

This response contains a reasonable, if basic, account

of the nature of materialism and consumerism, with an
acknowledgement of its link to economic growth through the
reference to GDP. The ecological critique of materialism and
consumption is squarely addressed in one clearly explained
point and by at least two others which are less fully developed.
The response received 11 marks.
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Question 6

This was, on the face of it, a straightforward question. However, some weaker candidates
chose to address it by providing little more than an account of the various sub-traditions of
nationalism. These accounts were not only largely descriptive and so lacked an analytical
character, but they also failed clearly to address the extent to which nationalist thinking has
a political or theoretical core and so fell down in terms of evaluation and synopticity. On

the other hand, stronger responses were often able to discuss and debate both where the
tensions within nationalism lie and the extent to which each of these tensions weakens the
notion that nationalism is a single doctrine. The key discriminators in this question were the
extent to which clear explanations were provided of the similarities and differences within
nationalism and the degree to which the significance of both were evaluated.
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wExammer Comments

This response contains some sophisticated features. A clear recognition is dem-
onstrated of the common elements within nationalism, and an attempt is made
to evaluate differences between the various nationalist sub-traditions. The knowl-
edge and understanding is wide-ranging and generally accurate. In particular, the
discussion is analytical and, at times, evaluative, and the synoptic dimension of
the question is well addressed. The response received 10, 11, 11 and 8 marks.
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Question 7

This was the most popular essay question. In the case of weaker responses, there was often
an over-concentration on the 'gap' between radical feminism and liberal feminism, with little
or no awareness of common ground between them. Stronger responses, on the other hand,
often acknowledge that although radical feminism had arisen largely out of the belief that
liberal feminism had failed to achieve genuine gender equality, it nevertheless shared its
overall goals. A particularly important issue was the approach of the two traditions adapted
to the public/private divide. An inadequate recognition of major differences over this issue
between the two traditions, and a failure to grasp how and why radical feminists believe
that 'the personal is the political', were significant weaknesses. The key discriminators in
this question were the extent to which responses clearly explained both the similarities and
differences between radical and liberal feminism, and the degree to which the significance of
each was evaluated.
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Examiner Comments

This response is effective in highlighting key areas of agreement
and disagreement between radical feminism and liberalism,
albeit within an overall argument that is rather long-

winded and not always clearly focused. The knowledge and
understanding is generally accurate, but theoretical positions
are sometimes discussed with little sophistication. The response
received 10, 9, 10 and 7 marks.

32 GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4B



Question 8

There were some strong responses to this question. These generally focused on tensions
within multiculturalism between those sub-traditions that view cultural mixing in positive
terms (liberal multiculturalism and cosmopolitan multiculturalism) and those that place
greater emphasis on cultural separateness (pluralist multiculturalism). Alternatively, cultural
mixing was taken to imply integration and cultural separateness was taken to imply social
conflict, in line with a conservative nationalist critique of multiculturalism. Providing such
approaches were properly and coherently explained, they were taken to be legitimate.
However, too many responses were generalised and poorly focused on the question,
however its key terms were construed. While many centres have succeeded in inculcating
in their candidates a sophisticated grasp of multiculturalism, this remains an area of
development for other centres. The key discriminator in this questions was the extent

to which the tensions between cultural mixing and cultural separateness were clearly
explained, whether this was within multiculturalism itself or between multiculturalists and
their critics.
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Examiner Comments

This response contains a sound grasp of basic features of
multiculturalism, and shows some insight into key multiculturalist
sub-traditions, although this knowledge is not consistently
reliable. There is some awareness of tensions within
multiculturalism over the respective merits of cultural mixing
and cultural separateness, but the response tends to focus
increasingly, over time, on criticism of multiculturalism, as
advanced by liberal and conservatives. Its key weakness is
that it fails to develop a coherent overall argument related
to a consistent understanding of cultural mixing and cultural
separateness. The response received 8, 7, 6 and 6 marks.
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Paper Summary

General examination tips on Unit 4B are in line with those outlined for 3B, and include the
following:

- Make sure that candidates know that, as far as examinations are concerned, relevance
is all. However impressive their knowledge and intellectual skills may be, if they do not
address the issues raised by the question, they cannot receive reward.

- Conceptual understanding is vital. Candidates should be able to produce clear and
accurate single-sentence definitions of key terms related to the Unit, and, in the case of
core concepts, they should be able to discuss these terms with insight and in some depth.
Many short question responses, for instance, should start with a discussion of the meaning
of the key term used in the question (few of them do so at present).

- The key to success in many short questions is to consider both quality and quantity
issues; that is, to make sure that ideological arguments are fully and clearly explained (and
not simply or briefly described) and that account is taken of an appropriate range of such
arguments.

- Short question responses do not require a generalised introduction in the manner of essay
questions. They are not mini essays.

- Performance in essays in strongly affected by candidates' ability to recognise the need

to satisfy a variety of requirements. Although they generally understand the need to
provide accurate and comprehensive knowledge and understanding (AO1), many candidates
place insufficient emphasis on demonstrating the skills of analysis and evaluation (AO2),
showing an awareness of contending sides of the argument (synopticity) and the ability to
develop a clear and coherent argument (AO3).
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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