edexcel

Examiners’ Report
June 2012

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3C

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON



2

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning company.
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk for our BTEC qualifications.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help of a
subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson.
Their contact details can be found on this link: www.edexcel.com/teachingservices.

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at www.edexcel.com/ask. You will need
an Edexcel username and password to access this service. See the ResultsPlus section
below on how to get these details if you don’t have them already.

Get more from your exam results
...and now your mock results too!

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students’ exam and mock performance, helping you to help them more effectively.

® See your students’ scores for every exam question
® Spot topics, skills and types of question where they need to improve their learning
® Understand how your students’ performance compares with Edexcel national averages

® Track progress against target grades and focus revision more effectively with NEW
Mock Analysis

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind
of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We've been involved in
education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have
built an international reputation for raising achievement through innovation in education. Find
out more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk .

June 2012
Publications Code UA032357

All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2012

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3C



Introduction

Most candidates found this an accessible paper and the few weak answers came from the
obviously under-prepared. There was a roughly even spread of answers across the long-
answer questions, with the Electoral College question proving, slightly surprisingly, to be
the most popular. The spread among four of the five short-answer questions was also fairly
even, but only a relative few opted for the question on immigration reform.

The usual and predictable weaknesses in answers were present; many candidates still
introduce their short answers with an unnecessary summary of the points they are about to
make, or, more puzzlingly, if the question asks about criticisms, an irrelevant summary of
positives. There is a tendency to narrate, rather than analyse, so that answers to question
five were frequently prefaced by (or consisted in their entirety of) a history of campaign
finance reform or answers to question eight by a detailed description of the workings of the
Electoral College.

Key terms in the question were sometimes overlooked, so that for example points made in
answer to question one, which asked about criticisms of pressure groups activities, were
frequently either not criticisms or did not relate to activities.

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3C

3



4

Question 1 (b)

This was a popular question and answered well by the majority of those who attempted

it. As mentioned above, some weaker answers failed to appreciate the significance of the
term activities and wrote for example about pressure groups’ lack of internal democracy,
or indeed the term criticised, when they cited the greater influence of pressure groups with
large memberships, or attempts by pressure groups to influence the Supreme Court via
amicus curiae briefs.

Most candidates focused on activities connected with Congress, with revolving door, iron
triangles, and campaign contributions being extensively covered. As usual with pressure
group answers, candidates were more or less completely dependent on textbooks for
examples, with the consequence that discussion, for example, of the veterans’ iron triangle
inevitably sounded dated.

An interesting point made by some stronger answers was that pressure groups’ promotion
of wedge issues makes consensus-building difficult, and contributes to an adversarial
political culture.
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Examiner Comments

This is a very typical low Level 3 answer. It makes three
clearly-explained points, all of which are explicitly linked to the
title and which are supported by evidence. To move up further
towards full marks, it would need to show a more obvious
attempt to evaluate its points and evidence.

us

)
L OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

Introductions - a lot of candidates seem unable to
resist beginning their short answers with an opening
paragraph which 'sets the scene', as this candidate
does here.

As this example illustrates, these introductions almost
never say anything which can be rewarded, and in an

exam where every second is precious, it is much more
productive to get straight into your first point.
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Question 2 (b)

Perhaps a little surprisingly, this was the most popular short-answer question and the
overwhelming majority were able to mention at least one group, and most, two or more.

Weaker answers could only list the groups, with a sometimes rambling discussion of the
history of who had supported the Republicans and Democrats, whereas stronger answers
were able to explain the reasons for their support using recent evidence; a number of
candidates, for example, cited the Republican ‘War on Women’ as a recent factor in
alienating female voters.

A characteristic of a more sophisticated approach was to recognise factors which cause
support to fluctuate, and some candidates cited the president’s half-hearted attempts at
immigration reform as likely to diminish Latinos’ support in 2012.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is another typical example of a low Level 3 answer.
There are three well-explained points, all supported by
recent evidence. To move towards full marks, the analysis
would need to be a little more subtle and detailed.

@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Keep up with the news - each of the three points
in this answer is supported by examples of actions
or policies of the Obama administration, including
at least one from the last 12 months. It gives

the answer a freshness and immediacy, which is
impossible to convey if you just rely on textbooks.
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Question 3 (b)

The addition of immigration reform as a possible topic for questions in the racial politics
topic has been extensively signalled in examiners’ reports, but this question was by a
considerable margin the least popular short-answer question.

Most answers seem to have at least a basic knowledge of the Dream Act and the criticisms
of it (perhaps because of its coverage during the Republican primary debates; a number of
candidates mixed it up with the Texas Dream Act). Good answers were able confidently to
discuss earlier attempts at reform and the two parties’ approaches.

This was one of several questions where many candidates favoured a narrative approach,
and they would have improved their answer by focusing sharply on the demands of the
question, rather than giving a description of the various reforms.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is an example of a full-mark answer. Full marks does
not mean that it says everything there is to be said on
the topic, but rather that it is as good an answer as an
18 year old could be realistically expected to produce in
15 minutes in an exam. It is sharply-focused on the title,
shows a comprehensive and confident knowledge and
explains the various criticisms with intelligence and flair.

@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Read widely - what comes over more than anything

in this answer is the sense that the candidate is
completely comfortable discussing these quite complex
issues; s/he is not repeating something they have learnt
by heart from a single book. This can only come through
reading as much and as widely as you can.
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Question 4 (a)

This was apparently a straight-forward question but many candidates found it difficult to
make the necessary distinction between a pressure group’s methods and what makes it
successful, and what it is specifically about the U.S. system that gives pressure groups such
significance.

Consequently, their answers discussed methods such as postal blitzes, and also pressure
group functions such as participation and education.

Perhaps as a consequence of their uncertainty as to what exactly the question was asking,
some candidates reproduced significant sections of their answers to question 1.

Weaker answers also stood out by showing minimal knowledge that was distinctive to
the US, and some were indistinguishable from Unit 1 answers. Stronger candidates
recognised the requirements of the question and identified access points as a key factor,
along with the weakness of parties and the cost and muiltiplicity of elections.
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Examiner Comments

This is another low Level 3 answer. Unlike a Be sure what the question is asking - this
number produced for this question, it shows question asked about the factors which give

a very clear understanding of exactly what pressure groups a significant role in US politics; it
the question is asking, and looks in turn at was not asking about pressure group methods or
access points, the nature of US society and functions, which many candidates took it to be.
the weakness of the political parties. If you are unsure what a question is really about,
it is probably better to leave it alone.
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Question 5 (c)

Campaign finance is a complex and technical topic and it was pleasing to see how many
strong answers there were to this question. Even weak answers were generally able at

least to make reference to the Supreme Court’s role, and knew that ‘soft” money existed
and had been a significant issue, even if they could not explain why.

The stronger answers often had a detailed knowledge of the relevant judicial decisions,
particularly of course Citizens United, as well as full some discussions of the various
legislative attempts to control election finance. A number made the logical point that
since legislation is the responsibility of the main beneficiaries of campaign finance, it is
unsurprising if there is little imperative to reform it.
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Examiner Comments

This is another example of a top Level 3 answer. It identifies
two main factors, the decisions of the Supreme Court and the
ability of groups to find loop-holes in legislation. It discusses
them lucidly and accurately. It then discusses two further
factors in less detail - altogether an impressive answer.
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Question 6

This question drew proportionately more weak answers than the other two long-answer
questions, probably because a lot of candidates came into the exam wanting to answer a
guestion on race but were unsure what to make of the term political will.

These weaker answers quickly became, in many cases, a general discussion on the nature
and impact of affirmative action, often shading into a more general discussion still of the
position of African Americans in USA, both historically and in the present. Many of these
answers also used an excessively broad definition of affirmative action, and brought in the
Brown decision, the Civil Rights Act and bussing as examples, to name just three.

At the other end, there were some impressive answers, which showed an intelligent
engagement with the question and the issue of political will. These answers discussed
both evidence for and against the failure of affirmative action and linked both of these
perspectives to political will. Relevant Supreme Court cases seemed less well-known than
they once were, which was a pity as the role of the court was clearly relevant.
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Examiner Comments

The strengths of this answer are its consistent engagement
with the question and its logical structure. There are a number
of points which could be more developed and detailed, but at
each stage, the reader knows exactly where it is going. Itisin
low Level 3 for all Assessment Objectives.

A
J@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Signpost the direction in which you are going - use
the first sentence of each paragraph to make it
completely clear to the reader what you are about to
say, and how it relates to what has gone before and
to the title. Even if you do not know very much, you
will receive credit for the clarity of your argument.
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Question 7

As usual, the best answers in the paper were produced on the topic of parties and
there were some very impressive answers, which showed a detailed and sophisticated
understanding of the state of the two major parties.

Parties are a topic more than any other where the best candidates are able to leave their
textbooks behind and draw on their knowledge of recent developments. It is puzzling
that centres do not steer more of their candidates towards the party questions. Both the
tensions within the Democratic Party over the policies of the Obama administration - such
as health care, and more recently, the Keystone pipeline - and the divisions within the
Republican Party exposed by the recent presidential primary, were well-explored.

Most candidates made some attempt to advance a comparative argument, in some cases
(perhaps understandably) changing the judgement during the course of the essay, whilst
others just made a brief statement of comparison in the conclusion.
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Examiner Comments

This is a not untypical response to this question, in that it shows
a detailed and largely accurate knowledge of the fortunes of
different groups within the two parties, whilst offering only a
fairly limited discussion of the nature of the ideological divides
between them. Clearly, everything the candidate writes is
relevant and rewardable, but ideally there would be a little
more on the ideas behind the various groups. Nevertheless, it
is overall a low Level 3 answer.

A

&4\ ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Conclusions - a conclusion is an important part of
an essay, and gives the writer's definitive answer
to the question set. This candidate does this and
sums up the main arguments which support it.
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Question 8

There was a sense in many answers to this question that candidates were pleased to

be discussing such a familiar topic as the arguments surrounding the Electoral College.
However, few brought any degree of sophistication to their answers, or gave any indication
that they had thought about the issues for themselves. An inordinate amount of time was
often given to peripheral issues, such as faithless electors.

It was asserted frequently that the Electoral College protects the voice of the smaller states,
as though this was a self-evident good that needed no further justification. Only rarely was
a link made to its original conception, or to how a national popular vote would be seen by
some as undermining the federal identity of the US.

Nearly all answers, however strong or weak, were primarily focused on the strengths and
weaknesses of the Electoral College itself, and were unaware of the specific weaknesses of
the national popular vote. A good number of candidates were keen to discuss alternative
systems to the Electoral College other than the national popular vote, such as ‘Maine-
Nebraska’, possibly because they were uncertain of what exactly the national popular vote
is; this would be surprising, given that it is specifically mentioned in the notes of guidance
for this topic available on the Edexcel website.

For a significant number of candidates, memories of electoral reform in Unit 1 seemed not
too far away, and they referred to the possibility of a coalition being formed, should no
candidate achieve 50% of the vote. Similarly, many discussed the effect of reform on minor
party candidates, and whether a reform might be fairer or less fair on them than the current
system, with no recognition that only one office-holder is to be elected.

[ 1S Qeur Dok, bre Rledoud colleyt dow

NUE. oCuokRivy  peprevent, Ine VUL O B
Prngicum \RUPIe Wit Oeumd Zecining &am-S7)
0RO populor vURe. 0. 2008 but. 62,7

0f. Crectomd. colcae.. MILA 4 e | mpotanty

D2 2000 . flelhon Acw YOEOAR . Ak Lledaul
Yrendent, dedpitR. QL e Oihxtmr“tfj\movr O MRS
POpUDL VL - HWRVRY, Imeic ¥R tndte Wino

Al ok JU‘LA, Qlecmad. . (Ollege . UL

b’ﬁ WL U DR (niny ol ok b
A e S ol or wmelaced. . Ulbrady
AEIS e o M @foquﬁ c;ox\c’u]e A

mplubﬁbk \OUB. o mdhwdx \Owul%f L/Utt |
IO B eV d o = Ta 0 SO w)bwwf. be \smencan
} Yaeqa\e

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3C



CRovitane U bt Gectomk CONEYR aupadim
......................... Mum\bmﬂmmmomm
waitled... \’)L\JS .......... [\ b \nc.umﬂ DR

NAMNCL. . PreCanva. CannE 2R otk ...

Qnd. Ot 1 popdior pariun ek

0. 0 Rehun Of. an. ANSWEd Cpketant
WA, CAMM.. R .. @8V (e . \nu:, be. C'xact:rj
hmm lyemwu‘onc
AL NG ialey NI LY, Mok AL et,u_Lp)aEuL ._
LESR N OE L S oM. 0T CA \asa_______e_L_c_Ltf__gk_.......
O ocpopalas. ATRe e Mo ove e BUOeS 0N
LOR o ndbungd spopmw

,,,,,,, e \sswe O Ro m%tcafm Jeen i \Ue®

Wik on et MOy boc. e Jeyeqadoniie

Geope. walla@ ano. gt rednby \n W00
SR B RIECDC. ADSEANe A o VTR0
| p{lﬁ)t‘: © ool o Op el
s COPATTAL.j.. A lcmlg Oﬁ(‘rtcumg bR ffwwemtv-bm __
LOR b penple B oo furber, Sun Ay Lieurly

........ Wndemocdsc. QA Adan . £LeCbu mgmlftj
Ltprerpleh | 02 AW U dnaletrad of. C"()SOL@) ..........
W€ Sappensa... u\g e Ayoden. Ore(load

CoMlege. a0 %Ln W b\dﬁl bf\‘-’ Sageel]
8. oewc A, . 0. wmwmj_gm luukaen .
\/\ Ej‘““%"‘“f‘"* ___________ t-t ____________ heew. . (tf ..... uhboum ......... le(@d ..

(A uf@uua,t (e 0 Clew okl nde m(@

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3C

29



aLrAC _

________________________________________ w\llwawwu&wdwg“

..... P palnde Puymat i Suprrt up e fettond
....... collepe . and. bt opponed. 0 e pnuoiuadd
....... poPAloe TR AL tnake VB praad. peuddi,
nde X\t bR el ofF M rupadh

30 GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3C



SCompasan. eak. foauie) ool be ntve

OALRA UL . EC A Ue. ) rpomech .
Ponbally. aleve Llelk
Cletr . brode . DL ot

Angnlighteds in 200K a0t Osa MUA._ Q...
Lotk STOMEA SR StdA do eise
Otogpa ool TRCaA ove Vlepublican

Sl TN fomid 1 Soangly. Odmotuk. . Thua
dhe. @ B Winwes  beed Ol natiad Uaged
\’}\\JBM\QMM%CUL{L ......... C AL vk
________ QM@L)LEN\OQ\PDW(‘UFWMW\
okt JE B RleUare U comd Oie
___________________________________ U relion bl taywaiga § GO
ol Soppore . SUv O nde be b
....... MwQOabmu@uputwm
Inbrruugced adnce i inan

bﬁowx)wg ........ 8 NOx vV W (UGIIE & of oo N/{ LS00 YT\ S I |
...................... el MU o be Uk n cavieania

\,

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3C 31



32

W g&:awkenuwweb(_
A LA DEADTAN e

olleyl

- \(:ew;mm@u&cufuhmaw
_______ Qina. . velulbzntiy M Vrenoent wovedlly.
...... ACiPvTr &WUQO/\%Q{'E(\/EM\%IVth
Mo e Imondiate. 90 Wiaich. o

O be \nbomutsun UF o rdbwgh
_____________ P opulurmuimtgmmm

MO CUSSC - Medh . O ALY OF
R oo poty S g ek

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3C



c;w:aL ete (ho

ko b %«erg\fmm RO (0 aYO 2GR 0 o191/ <oV (ORI
LCantad L L6~ e Veppedd

Ok e Wr\wmé &e

Ik (eue bhafe Mr Qledtouh
col \Cb\j& mwcx %e cevlaced oy v
SNOBUnOS pupllor. VIR - LE S o haee
b\\%\nt on ke LA (...lmm (. e ...
LOfmecuhc bak  in 2000 R e c,l.t’]\mLQ_ _______
N ACARCI VYRR EE e SRS, S m _oppded.

D Rayw'S U3 o foled. o annditi
A oM dgfeodl. wum(mmcj be
UW‘fpf‘C\Wt{mw& Qe UL Ul AL

«mcL k:p ARAL VUK. Wm:j A |
noedleq,... x‘pc:\/bu.p(.ﬂ_ﬁbm bfﬁ‘ﬁ[jom AN,
U_a_\\&qjq_\og_.__ eaCud.. Clubm. (u e

Cheltndo R be R0 |

% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is one of the better answers produced for this question.
Inevitably with a topic like the Electoral College, the arguments

will be familiar and the range of examples limited, but at least this
candidate is engaging with the arguments and there is the sense of
a mind at work, rather than the mere repetition of what has been
learnt. S/he also considers the issue of swing and safe states,
which is surely one of the principal arguments against the Electoral
College, but was strangely omitted in many answers. Overall, this
answer would a low Level 3 on all Assessment Objectives.

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Introductions - although it need be no more than two
or three sentences, an introduction is a vital part of an
essay. In the introduction you set out the nature of the
debate the question raises and give your answer to it,
and this introduction does both successfully.
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Paper Summary

Some key points for candidates to remember:

® Read each question carefully and make sure you have identified the key issues it raises
® Avoid introductions in short answers and get straight into your first point

® Plan your essay answer and make the structure clear

® Follow the news and keep up-to-date with US politics
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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