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Introduction
On the whole, candidates coped well with the paper and there seemed to be no special 
problems with the rubric or understanding the demands of the questions. Great positive 
progress has been made by candidates, generally, in the structure of answers. Most show 
logical development of explanation, analysis and evaluation. This was especially true in 
Section B answers. 

In stimulus questions candidates also made better use of source material than in previous 
years.  There are some continuing weaknesses which are also addressed in the summary 
below.  These included a lack of up-to-date examples and a tendency to stray beyond the 
time-frames to which the question referred.
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Question 1

1(a) Most candidates were able to identify successfully at least two implications of 
coalition government for cabinet formation.  As long as candidates were able to offer some 
explanation of these factors, they could achieve full marks relatively easily, as many did.  
However, many also achieved only three marks for identifying two issues, without offering 
any explanation other than, perhaps, a direct quotation from the source.

1(b) Generally, candidates were well-prepared for questions about collective responsibility.  
Many were able to describe and even evaluate aspects of the doctrine not contained in the 
source.  The main factor that differentiated answers was the extent to which candidates 
addressed the issue of why it is such an important doctrine.  Weaker responses tended to 
describe the working of the doctrine, whilst paying too little attention to its importance.  
A few also made the mistake of discussing the extent to which it operates effectively. Its 
effectiveness was certainly relevant to the question, but an evaluation of that effectiveness 
was not required.  

There was one common failing when responding to (b) part questions in Section A of 
the exam.  The source referred to cabinet confidentiality or privacy and that collective 
responsibility underpins that privacy.  Many candidates identified this aspect correctly to 
achieve marks under Assessment Objective 1, but then failed to explain the link, which 
would have received marks under Assessment Objective 2.  This is partly what is meant by 
the candidate’s own knowledge.

1(c) Rather too many candidates treated this question as if it were an analysis of the 
relationship between the prime minister and the cabinet.  This was, of course, an important 
aspect of the question, but those who concentrated purely on the relationship between 
prime minister and cabinet were very unlikely to achieve a mark above level 2.  This was 
because they were limiting the scope of the analysis and evaluation too much.  

At the other end of the spectrum, there were many excellent examples of candidates who 
explored the changed role of cabinet under coalition government.  It was not necessary 
to refer to coalition to obtain a high mark, but such a perspective certainly helped many 
candidates to achieve more marks, especially under Assessment Objectives 1 and 2.  
Indeed, a common strength of good answers was analysis of the changing role, and 
therefore, importance of cabinet at different times, depending on the prevailing political 
landscape.  For example, how cabinet may become more important when the government 
exhibits ideological splits, or what is the effect of the different prime ministerial ‘styles’. 
‘Static’ and ‘textbook’ analyses of cabinet’s role tended to lack sophisticated, time-sensitive 
analysis.

Here is an example of a solid answer to question 1(a).
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Here is a typical example of a level 2 answer to Question 1(c).

The candidate has successfully identified the relevant 
parts of the source and has been able to expand a 
little on them using their own words.  It is very clearly 
expressed, with no unnecessary comments or analysis.

Examiner Comments

When answering part (a) questions in the stimulus 
section, identify issues only from the source, 
but try to put them in your own words and, if 
possible, add a little of your own explanation.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has written a very clear answer but has only referred to two reasons why 
collective responsibility is important.

This answer is nicely constructed with an introduction, relevant 
content and a conclusion.  The reason it lies in level 2 is that 
it lacks content - there simply are not enough issues raised - 
and the analysis of each point is rather superficial.  So, it is 
accurate and relevant, but lacks depth and development.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you have a very thorough knowledge of evidence 
in preparation for analysis of key institutions, such as 
cabinet, as in this case, or the other main institutions.  This 
answer is a little thin on relevant material.

Examiner Tip
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This answer is in level 3 for Assessment Objective 1, but does not achieve full marks for 
Assessment Objective 2.

Two reasons are quite well-explained and examples are 
used effectively.  However, there is insufficient material. 
If one other reason for collective responsibility  - 
perhaps relating to privacy - had been explained it would 
have been in level 3.  As it is, it remains only in level 2.

Examiner Comments

For part (b) stimulus questions, it is always 
worth referring to all relevant issues given in the 
stimulus, as well as using one's own knowledge.

Examiner Tip
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This answer has plenty of information gleaned from the 
source and adds a good deal of information from the 
candidate's own knowledge.  Therefore, it achieves level 3 
for Assessment Objective 1.  It does not achieve full marks 
because its understanding of the relationship between collective 
responsibility and the role of the prime minister is lacking.

Similarly, the candidate's analysis of the importance of the 
doctrine for prime ministerial dominance is unclear. 

Examiner Comments

Information from your own knowledge should be added 
as much as possible.  This includes explanations that 
go beyond the information contained in the source.  
This is a good illustration of that tip.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

2(a) Nearly all candidates were able to identify two reforms proposed by Miliband, thus 
gaining at least three marks.  Too many simply quoted a few words from the blog and so 
obtained no more.  A brief explanation of the issues raised was sufficient to obtain one or 
two additional marks.

2(b) The question asked candidates to ‘explain’ the reasons why a codified constitution 
might be beneficial.  Some candidates chose to evaluate the arguments, which was not 
required.  This did not lose any marks, of course, but meant that too much material was not 
relevant and so could not be credited.  

Candidates should be careful to obey the key command words in a question and not make 
their own choices.  Thus such commands as 'explain’, ‘assess’, ‘evaluate’ or  ‘to what extent’, 
must be carefully identified and followed.  That said, there were many good answers to a 
question for which most seemed well-prepared.  

Nearly all candidates could identify at least two arguments from the source and many added 
their own.  Where there were weaknesses, they tended to be in a failure to ‘explain’ the 
arguments, rather than merely describing them. For example, large numbers of candidates 
said codification would help to limit excessive executive power, but failed to explain the 
mechanism by which this would occur.  The same kind of omission tended to occur when 
civil liberties were being discussed.

2(c) Two serious errors were made by a substantial minority of candidates.  One was to 
suggest that NHS reforms or Welfare reforms were examples of constitutional reform.  
This may have been a mis-reading of the question or lack of understanding of the word 
constitutional.

The other was to suggest that the idea of codifying the constitution is a coalition proposal.  
It is, of course, no more than an aspiration held by Liberal Democrats and some Labour 
politicians.  Perhaps the fact that it was mentioned in the source material confused some 
candidates.  It should be emphasised that the (c) questions in Section A are on the same 
topic as the other question parts and the source, but should not be seen as ‘source-based’.  

The issue of controversy tended to be handled in one of two ways.  Some candidates 
referred to ‘constitutional reform’ in general and discussed why this is controversial 
between, and even within, parties. This could be a successful approach as long as specific 
reform proposals were used, as examples.  The other, often successful, approach was to 
look at specific reforms in turn.  Here though, too few candidates differentiated between 
the more and the less controversial issues, instead merely describing the nature of the 
controversies, often superficially.  The best answers tended, for example, to explain that 
the principle of Lords reform is not especially controversial between the parties, but that 
the detail certainly is problematic, especially within the Conservative Party - or perhaps 
stating that fixed-term parliaments proved relatively uncontroversial, whilst electoral reform 
certainly was.  Some suggested that further devolution was somehow a coalition proposal 
and so were discussing an irrelevant aspect. 

A good example of an answer that achieves level 3 marks, although not quite at the top.
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First, a comment on handwriting.  This is quite poor, but it 
can all be read and therefore there is no penalty.  As long 
as meanings are clear and readable,  the marking will be 
positive.  Nevertheless, poor handwriting will be a problem 
if some parts cannot be read.

This answer has several virtues. First, it raises four issues, 
representing a good range.  Second, it does answer the 
question by explaining the main controversies surrounding 
them.  Third, it does evaluate controversy, differentiating 
between the more and the less controversial issues. This 
is an evaluative question so some evaluation must be 
undertaken.  Fourth, it has a good, logical structure. It 
does not achieve full marks because there is not quite 
a full enough understanding shown.  The analysis is 
not deep enough and some meanings are not totally 
clear.  Nevertheless,  a very solid answer.

Examiner Comments

Note that section (c) questions are nearly 
always evaluative. It is therefore vital that 
some evaluation is included, even if it is 
only brief and simple.  Better to include 
some evaluation than none at all.  In this 
case, the evaluation is good enough for a 
level 3 mark for Assessment Objective 2.

Examiner Tip
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Here is an example of a short, straightforward, but well-explained, answer to Question 2(a), 
which achieves full mark with no wastage of effort by the candidate.

Here is an excellent answer to Question 2(b).

The candidate correctly identifies two proposals and offers 
some brief, but relevant explanation of each.  This is 
important for achieving full marks in section (a) questions.

Examiner Comments

Do not engage in any unnecessary activity in section 
(a) answers.  All that is needed is correct identification 
of relevant points, together with some explanation of 
each that goes a little beyond the source itself.

Examiner Tip
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This is, in some ways, an example of a candidate making 
absolutely sure of all the marks.  Indeed he/she goes further 
than necessary by raising five different points.  It is very well-
explained and shows clearly what is taken from the source as 
opposed to from the candidate's own knowledge.  Each point 
is clearly made, fully explained and with some material going 
beyond the source.  It analyses the arguments for a codified 
constitution, explaining their importance, but resists the 
temptation to evaluate them as the question does not require it.

Examiner Comments

As this candidate does, it is worth stating clearly what is 
from the source and what comes from your own knowledge.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

It was encouraging to see that the vast majority of candidates did attempt an evaluation of 
MP's work, rather than merely describing it.  Naturally, the quality and depth of evaluation 
varied, but most candidates did approach the question correctly.  It was also remarkable 
that most candidates recognised the different and varying roles of MPs.  Many did ignore 
constituency work, although referring to that aspect was not a prerequisite for a high mark.  

Many good responses differentiated between effective constituency work by MPs and 
ineffective work on, for example, legislative scrutiny.  A widespread failing, however, was 
good evaluation of the growing importance of departmental select committees and there 
was especially a lack of examples. For example, the work of members of the Culture, Media 
and Sport select committee apropos the behaviour of the press was rarely referred to.  
Nearly all, however, understood the importance of the power of the whips, patronage and 
party loyalty. 

The majority of answers were also well-constructed, with useful introductions and 
conclusions. The coherence of the writing, especially the evaluative passages, varied 
greatly. The very best responses tended to explore the question what does effectiveness 
actually mean? -  making their evaluations much more successful than the average. For 
example, those who remarked that MPs, especially of the governing party(ies), are there to 
provide legitimacy, not just to check executive power, gave a more textured evaluation than 
most.

An example of a very solid answer, with especially strong introduction and conclusion.
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This is a very good piece of work.  It did lose some marks under 
Assessment Objective 3 because the writing is not always very 
clear and there was quite a lot of repetition of style.  However, it 
scored well on Assessment Objectives 1 and 2. 

Especially noteworthy are the introduction and conclusion, which 
are very full and set out the evaluation extremely well.  Note 
that there is assessment on both sides of the question as to how 
effective backbench MPs are.

Examiner Comments

Longer introductions like this one can actually double 
up as an essay plan. If the key points are all mentioned 
in the introduction you can check that everything has 
been covered in the main body of the answer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4

This judiciary question proved more popular than the topic is normally.  Whether this was 
because it was seen as especially accessible, or whether it was that candidates and teachers 
are at last getting used to this subject, it is not possible to say.  Perhaps the publicity 
surrounding the Leverson Inquiry and the related issues of freedom of the press and 
personal privacy were connected with it.

It was also encouraging to see much less confusion than in the past over the origin of the 
European Convention on Human Rights (Council of Europe), as opposed to EU law.  In 
addition, a large proportion of the candidates displayed some knowledge of the limitations 
of the judiciary, often referring to parliamentary sovereignty and the limitations of judicial 
review.  

Also on a positive note, there was a marked increase in the successful use of examples. 

However, there was one common weakness which has occurred before.  This was a 
tendency to treat the question as though it were basically about the independence and 
neutrality of the judiciary.  In other words, many candidates tried to ‘adapt’ their prepared 
material on independence and neutrality to this question.  Of course, some credit could 
be given within this approach, but largely under Assessment Objective 2 rather than 1.  
Certainly the degree to which the judiciary is independent and neutral affects the extent 
to which it can protect liberty effectively, but too many candidates suggested that these 
two qualities were actually methods  by which rights and freedoms are protected.  They 
therefore tended to neglect the key devices of judicial review, applying the ECHR, imposing 
the rule of law, declaring common law etc.

Here is an example of a very good answer.  It has a very logical structure, with short and 
simple introduction and conclusion.  It puts clearly the case on one side of the evaluation 
and then on the other.  There are not too many examples or 'frills' but it is very clearly and 
authoritatively written.
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Here is an example of a very good conclusion to a strong answer.

It is weaker, although still a high mark was awarded, on 
Assessment Objective 1, because there is too little use of 
examples and relevant legal cases.  However, it does better on 
Assessment Objective 2 in view of the evaluation.  It is very 
clearly written, but does not receive full marks because the 
introduction and conclusions were not quite developed enough.

Examiner Comments

With questions on the judiciary it is important to use 
examples, mainly key legal cases.  When preparing 
for the examination, try to learn the main facts 
about some key cases and understand how they can 
be used as evidence on various issues.

Examiner Tip
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The conclusion draws together the evaluation, pointing out 
both sides of the argument and emphasises the point that 
judicial importance has grown.  In general, knowledge of 
change in all topics is useful for analysis and evaluation.

Examiner Comments

Conclusions should have some firm statements in 
them.  In this case, the firm statement is the idea that 
judicial importance and activism has been growing.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

The following common problems should be addressed.

•	 It is still the case that not enough examples are used to illustrate key points and as 
evidence for arguments.  For each topic, a good number of important illustrations should 
be learned, including the context in which they can be used.

•	 Though relevant examples from the quite distant past (for example the Thatcher 
years) can be used, it is generally better to use up-to-date examples.  For example, 
illustrations from the premierships of Blair and Brown are better to use than those of 
Thatcher and Major.

•	 There remains some confusion (although less than before) over the jurisdiction of the 
European Union, as opposed to the Council of Europe.  Candidates should be instructed 
carefully, and should learn the distinction between the two jurisdictions.

•	 Although there was generally good knowledge shown of coalition politics this year, 
candidates should always be prepared to demonstrate how coalition politics have 
affected such areas as constitutional reform, the operation of cabinet, the position of the 
prime minister, as well as parliamentary politics.

•	 Care must be taken to answer questions within the time frame included in the question.  
For example, does the question refer to post 2010 ? or post 1997 ? etc.  There was, 
for instance, some confusion over which constitutional reforms have been proposed 
since 2010 and those that pre-date the coalition.  In this regard, the time context of 
devolution developments should be well known.

•	 It is worth emphasising yet again, here, that the independence and neutrality of the 
judiciary are not ways in which it can protect rights or check the power of government.  
They are part of the evaluation of the effectiveness of the judiciary and they may be the 
subject of specific questions, but they do not protect our rights or impose the rule of law 
per se.  Candidates need to read judiciary questions more carefully before attempting 
their response.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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