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Introduction

A common theme from Assistant Examiners was the accessibility and distinct choice on the

summer paper. At the same time, it was perceived that this choice presented a platform to
discriminate fairly and equitably between candidates: the end result was that differentiation
was achieved on all sections of the paper.

The paper provided reward in plenty for good candidates who knew their material well and
applied this knowledge to the set questions.

In terms of popularity, a mix of Questions one, two and four were the common
combinations. Question three on political parties was less popular, as has been the norm,
however, despite this, the numbers choosing political parties has increased and performance
levels remain one of the highest on the paper. This provides proof that when candidates are
engaged with the topic they can perform well.

Also pleasing to note was the rise in performance on pressure groups - in comparison with
recent series', many more centres and candidates are better prepared on the concept of
the distribution of power (pluralism and elitism) than was the previous norm.
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Question 1

Q1 (a)

There was a mixed response here, in general. Democratic Legitimacy is a standard concept
covered in all the text books and revision guides. Most candidates knew what it meant

but they failed to develop the concept adequately. It was more common to see a better-
developed and explained example, than a precise definition. To be more successful, the
candidate had to provide the required combination of legitimacy with democracy: it proved
elusive for many.

Most candidates could illustrate with reference to referendums or, more commonly, to
elections. Better candidates backed up rightfulness with reference to manifesto and
mandate, and illustrated legitimacy with reference to specific election results. A few
commented on the concept of legitimacy in relation to the coalition and even Gordon
Brown’s position as PM.

Q1 (b)

A wide range of answers was seen in terms of both quality and content. A surprisingly
large number of weak answers lacked knowledge of the circumstances of referendums,
although the AV referendum provided a life-line for them. The best answers demonstrated
thorough knowledge of the referendums themselves and the reasons for them, showing the
ability to categorise the reasons well. Most candidates achieved Level 2, showing the ability
to explain two referendums successfully.

Common errors:
® many candidates were convinced that there had been a referendum on the Euro

® others used examples from overseas, the abortion referendum in Ireland, for example.

Q1 (<)

A very accessible question for well-prepared candidates, and many were. They gave

the arguments for and against the wider use of referendums and reached a reasonable
conclusion. Very few did not know at least one argument from each side, but some ignored
the requirement for balance and thus failed to access the higher marks. The best answers
rehearsed the arguments, but also showed the ability to use the relevant concepts and
vocabulary well, referring to legitimacy, Burkean representation, the tyranny of the majority
and so on.

They also cited examples of actual referendums and provided accurate knowledge of turnout
figures to support their arguments. Here, the use of speculation could be employed and
deliver marks.
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This is a very concise answer and effectively deals with both components of the question.
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% ResultsPlus

This is a clearly constructed response. The example
provides a clear insight and illustrates that the
concept is well-understood.
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

specification.
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As noted, there is a paramount need to be
prepared for all of the key terms noted on the
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This (a) section has no detailed or comprehensive understanding
of democratic legitimacy. Furthermore, the example is piece-meal
and not as constructive as the previous (a).

Q ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Although this question asks for an example, it is always
wise to prepare for questions on key terms with a

supportive example. This demonstrates knowledge and
understanding.

us
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You should start the answer to part (c) on page 8
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Here, this candidate has not adhered to the demands of the
question. What is written is not necessarily incorrect, it simply
fails to provide the answer demanded by the question. The drift
into the morality debate was not required.
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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((c) continued) ...
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Examiner Comments

This (c) section provides balance and makes relevant points on
both sides of the debate.
conclusion, which draws the argument together.

us

It is also accompanied by a relevant
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Question 2

Pressure questions are a popular choice for many candidates. Given the demands of the
specification, the crucial component of power distribution is no longer the vacuum for
candidates it once was; having said that, many candidates lost marks by not fully focusing
their answer on the set question. Indeed, this latter observation was the single most
common comment from many Assistant Examiners and is noted in more detail in comments
for each section of the question.

2 (a)

This was the best-answered 5 mark question on the paper. Few candidates were able

to give a detailed explanation of the link between pluralism and pressure groups. Many
candidates identified pluralism exclusively as a tolerant society or accepting of a wide range
of views (in some cases describing a liberal democracy). Those that did identify pluralism
correctly often failed to move beyond the basic link of a wide range of groups providing
representation for all. However, a few candidates did provide a range of links, relating to
the dispersal of power and representation of minorities.

2 (b)

This question provoked a wide range of responses. Weaker candidates chose to describe
typologies, particularly outsider/insider, with a description of their methods but limited, if
any, focus on ‘why’ groups used these different methods. This route secured marks but
often acted to limit marks if the range of examples were restricted. Some candidates had
a good focus on the question but a lack of evidence/examples limited their score. The best
candidates explored a humber of reasons for different methods including finance, insider/
outsider and size, with precise and developed examples of groups that use these methods.

2 (c)

As was to be expected, many candidates approached this as a question simply on
‘democracy’ not ‘pluralist democracy’ as required. This limited the potential of many
candidates and placed their responses in Level 2. Many found it difficult to identify pluralist
democracy as a distinct type of democracy. However, most were aware that the question
was seeking something to do with elitism Vs pluralism and a lot of answers reflected this
debate.

Unfortunately, many answers were limited because they could not provide enough
arguments on each side to achieve a high level. One general fault was that the positive
side of saying that PGs were good for democracy was usually clear (students talked about
representation etc...), but their arguments for PGs weakening democracy seemed to be an
after-thought, rather than explained with any conviction.
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This part (a) does appreciate the remit of the question and raises meaningful links - it could
be expressed more fluently and concisely but the direction is clear.

@ . What s e Lok bhehoeun pluroldm and .fmssu,re_?naf?s?
lna ﬂtmh# mwkh is it beleeved Lh.nl:cw_ndom,has .
eq.uoi _____ opportunckies —aad - e . s Galed eidh
_pressuR. ?(ﬁm\:& s ﬂm‘c:nphuu.hﬁ View & doesn'F
modtec e the pre %uh muphas u,luﬂhar income.
pecple @ (moregm Al Volell ) o i Mg presupz
poup s smalland . pooc.,. evenyme has/<fml the.
.Chawa.... to. cadr e sume . atbenBm fram e
Cﬁcmamﬁqu Blso. _C,o_mpe.[iﬁm_. . b@{'umﬂ.__f?m’ﬁu( 2.
__ (é]':(ma,\os e a hndlnabt to a healthy dmmcm%_ as
Compeh';ﬁofn__ also. . lads o keHee 8 quakg o
______ ¢ &bubcrﬁ ound. - pushes prssure quugs o gL
_.._%reqﬁ_ Y ageach  of o isaue [cate  and then
.. .f;(a.u:{dam... o the .C{jmﬁ(h.mt witn . s nuans
) #Iaf _ #Lﬂ aovermmenk... then. also. {fzqs a qgreat ...
Haereforo qu&m Gk better  jmmmdec coith the
Jerawddel . fnoa) ({?é neded o colve.. Hhe . (sSLLS.

wExaminer Comments

This response fails to gain full marks and could have done so easily, had the level
of communication been that little better: a theme throughout the question not
only on part (a).

This response is an example of a low level 2. Note the lack of detail and analysis.

Examiner Tip

All part (a) questions have need to be succinct and focused.
This is a technique which is best mastered by practice.
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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((c) continued) .24t d.... Trtletabodd. .. oo Forticeent . g oo

This is a clear example of a candidate who scores well with a near-
constant performance across all three sections of the question.

Examiner Tip

The (b) section fails to reach Level 3 as it relies too
much on the insider/outsider split.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate does achieve Level 3 for section (b). There are
examples and more detail (albeit brief) on sectional groups.
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Examiner Comments

This script is a good example of a Level 3 response. Once again consistent
across all sections of the question and provides good examples.
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Question 3

As noted earlier questions on political parties do not attract as broad a range, or as large

a number, of candidates, as the other questions on the paper. However, increasingly, it is
becoming an option for many. Importantly, a large majority who complete this topic are
well-prepared, appreciate the demands and can obtain high marks. Time and effort invested
well can deliver rewards.

Q3 (a)

This question proved to be an excellent discriminator. There was a good number of
candidates who defined adversary politics well and who could illustrate this with reference
to the early 1980’s and the administrations of Thatcher/Foot in some detail, as well as
comparing and contrasting with consensus politics.

However, a good many did not seem to appreciate the fundamental nature of the
disagreements and the range of policies and/or ideas that is the hallmark of adversary
politics: in essence that this is ideological in nature.

Many candidates furnished examples of divisions within the current coalition or divisions
between Cameron and Miliband relating to the economy or other single issues. Several still
relied exclusively on how the House of Commons is arranged physically, and in the process
missed the core issues.

Q3 (b)

The level of response to the divisions within the Conservative Party over ideas and policies
was quite good overall. Many candidates tended to concentrate on either ideas or policies
and less commonly, both. Stronger candidates merged the two. The most common divisions
on policies concerned Europe, Health, Law and Order, Environmental concerns and such
social issues as the big society and Gay marriage.

Others quite legitimately looked at differences over ideas such as Thatcherism and One
Nation Conservatism often giving examples of MPs who illustrate the different wings of
the Party or who could be identified with specific policies. It was pleasing to see a broad
discussion of the current direction of the Conservative Party under Cameron and the
tensions that exist now over the Coalition agreement also.

Q3 (<)

Few responses on (c) achieved Level 1; it was good to see many candidates being able to
enter Level 3 with ease. Many candidates knew the differences between ‘Old” and ‘New’
Labour quite well and most also discussed both parts of the question: there were few one-
sided answers. Generally candidates tended to be better prepared on themes rather than
specific policies. Assistant Examiners, on the whole, were generally impressed with the
manner in which candidates responded to this question. Discrimination was effectively
obtained by how well candidates approached the issue of ‘socialist principles” and applied
that to the current Labour Party. There was a minority that progressed beyond Gordon
Brown but a number did contrast Blair and Brown. Very few could develop significantly the
current Labour position under Miliband in relation to pre-1997, other than to suggest that
his links with the Unions could herald a return.
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Part (a) on adversary politics has at its core clear and distinct ideological divisions. These
divisions posit fundamental divergent policies and choices that are placed on offer between

competing political parties who have a chance of gaining power.

This candidate handles this question really well and obtains Level 3 for both (b) & (c).
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Examiner Comments

This response alluded to the question (a) but lacks the depth to gain
full marks. This is a key term on the specification and requires both
conceptual knowledge plus a wrong example to illustrate and prove

understanding
The response is easily in Level 3 for part (b) and similarly for part (c).
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Here although there are some slight political inaccuracies, in the
main the AO1 reflects the contemporary position of the Conservative
Party and deserves reward to be placed in level 3.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

The use of current disputes shows an up-to-date candidate
and shows an awareness of how the Party is changing.
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a candidate who sets off poorly, on part
(a), gains confidence and gets full marks for AO2 on (b) then
secures a clear Level 3 for part (c).

GCE Government & Politics 6GP01 01 43



a4

(@ . MWPL&”WW’“‘%M“Q Lo M 43';{&.'«\&4.&.&:7 L

. “%h&oﬁos{dﬁwwfmmcﬁmmadj P pLOR... Cath dfur. . over deses.....

§ depc.hmﬁ mm'ufzﬂ-am e B VE b«ml@ M b, A ks,

)?.umﬁ(.abcm-md the . Cnasnohvkoe. # . Censisten Fb. < pfran.. QU M R .
...... anc fk}ilu.hna DM’Q/‘C&MWCL&LQ Huse . .ﬁ(c’hm.uw, Y. Lom.....

polikor. odvesereh F@.m%auw&wm,smmjae pacdy
ke ..w.sua:nl... Moz ooe s e buok, PPYRAIN: VRN imd:«dﬁj r ks
________ tieaky...f.bos Rlownth. LS. e bheede. toiiidd. be....ef.... .. ool iaod....
Sowal. Gre..... ﬁuuhk.dﬂmwmiba/m‘q yMIﬁ(aWw
. Poased S ook poce.. tclia. oG tcok. Mibne,. Ljufajm solutmetol,.....
A plie i Mo VL Advesnied. . polihta. . e ono thuatel .
L Ohuint) He Thiec Govemnmnt. on tha S0 ol oy 70%s..

GCE Government & Politics 6GP01 01




{ Y

(b).. e Yo (nnenckive... pos &dtv S oe.. 000 dnﬂ{mnmaw
.............. Hﬂm%dpnlsmﬁ, Poebiadocks.. Cmmj Slonomie... palicy.....

- Cmarca. L'T’dakam.b Lo Moee. r‘ah!rwum@ s teema. o M. eamrywl
........ belioweo...co.. o fr.nacket.. @cenciwy.... akh peivokaed . wm.hfaﬂr
bw.ﬂw&MkM%}cw&kﬂ@lmw ..................
St o phosinny Jo. privibuia. Ol (0% of (Lo IS ki

s Sedliheelley 0 nekernlivedt . oshikibian Atk i Rcmi.....
........ L'.Ae.alow A haceck. 1;.3 traay Toakcheciky,.. Conaanad via ca.. Hepty k..

w (.ana., e eagh.y dq;lod::’ ........ .«,ﬂ\ Cne..nehia CenasthvAo. ...
wLﬁ oekne..... O Mixed).. ,acmw:) M¢rp-r'l£\3 V'Y Pm‘wmahn

Omm% QWMJ; :(,,Ch_ 60.} ok 705, f\l %h Me.. Conanhivan

dqumc d#mu Wwfm Mav,mnrfkuajm&
Mo sted fir ko . e ment ecommis. clisoba plooy ik

AN .. 0uSR f:] o

Ammwml il h cmmm Pocy. bendd o v
p@‘hmw %Mmuﬁ H‘?- Uﬁ(&m .5|'z;,tn. Gimm ’wfiéﬂmﬂf P
On DA ... AR ... lc':. fw’za( Lo, .«.qcorpm(.l. - Mmhi&h Skde..
BPa Res A vodd Joe. He.. Lok Jook . M&mﬁ‘xﬂt(‘wmm
f‘c.bm %’%MA% df%uaﬁ\hﬁhnm}h\ Letadhy sa...
lﬁfm L ocgeltecl. buofids, iy, notaney M. etarbg e
Siscled. Thebeborike . Cnanrvbivmn on. Ha . dtLe.chJ gf‘sdbd(«ﬂ&eh

You should start the answer to part (c) on page 8

\,

GCE Government & Politics 6GP01 01 45



46

r

e

((b) continued) Ogunwnq.d[wehwmzmwwwdmlohn%bmf
il Mo conksy oac ek o Fe. po Ajujtmxéj/@ —

WWﬂwﬁﬂmL\a&mﬁ(\m&(’tﬂw )hw"? ....... =V, S

Ol‘%mmammoﬂfu%, add.... Cnacugh<o... aa..u_m/ﬁc.
________________ neh Le.. mobi.... ul5. /omdﬂat,\n M//ctdiaab(nﬂ&é‘-o/}tl‘

.. %Q«Sﬂwmmmmugk‘ﬁ(mmhuwhw<ﬂdm
ol AN L Al uufm%; vSQMPﬁ\EﬁQ s mabta
o Lcnnanchive. sesd.. Tinbehondy... Conasnabisves. bl R o o head
Umwn& ........ We becrt o s (onassabive. Pocky... xleney b
c«lw‘Lbamkam«lﬂmlmo,vJ\amw ..... (m%&m‘ﬁhf-n«drm
LLibuad oogack v e (oavebive . ity - Clinan prasionat,
.......... &m&&%%wmrs%bblkmMWMm |
Spusky bndred . dianne sbecos. Tidchae Spolan ok qaanksy - cgpelool
WMW,MW@&tﬁwf\%&OWm’:N%wﬁ
D{/Qmw\[ﬂ%&fm-nwfﬂfm‘?wcﬂvﬁLW\ﬁ?nm
............... WCM‘!’&Wb%&M{LQ%MM;%M’
Lo vogn Qud o e csdain. libush guiicsn. duale. He. b ol
Nasavalive..s. ok damocad.. Coali st

You should start the answer to part (c) on page 8

GCE Government & Politics 6GP01 01




‘

r

....... e Ol Lobncr . o hslisied! by o poty e

........... H‘“—l Aﬂdkl‘wim.&._ng_b}wf/belt/pﬁA ’Zﬂ[ﬁ&xﬁfﬁgu&‘

o ckby s o P clisablad . endh M Gaunplapl , bighbyid

Bolle b vk of vs fo g0
A 360 midbiin. iader Ho Blar  Geveronent.. D odon, bocked

oot P Ml el Sevice Lo by fhme, cankte o
a—fﬁckpnml\m%m ______ od.Jo. e hon Cm~H‘ed£5f9-’?~f¥y
- o\aer rL‘AEuJMMﬁ'GM,mNLMG‘Wmm/‘ A Chean,..... .

.............. Lq‘d‘k\t%rkgu'!*u.u\

\Tﬂd\tﬂwa\?\km A, I"l\-»m\ﬂ». . M\uﬁm\&mm‘m b DA,
............. B0y ... br C\WMLHLI'G(I»P-EA—@}L{MED \"I‘C_ﬂ(‘r}!.‘.“‘?./\g !
___________ I Seccalink.. Aokt 050k, T\QB\MCHJw‘r AR 00
_____________ bo Scoblad, N lrclerdh od Welso b tn 1887 and He frnchaa
............. ﬂ/ﬂwmﬁ‘:w@:ﬂl@w&omm&%w-@\ r‘v—jf‘ﬁm

LD‘\‘-}'LH"LO ...... F\“(.- ....... \\W‘vd” ...... CLMWN&W .......... Qw\ ........... Gakad o
(\ ' Eé ..... T\\M ...... \’WJ ......... Aes S WQLLV\LMHIM&'MJ_

You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13

GCE Government & Politics 6GP01 01

47



48

.

((c) continued) Q\tfccl-bﬁ\%dédp,o@m(haft\bkhjkhajCﬁ#ﬁ/‘
e SONSURA. . @i forandr J il herhibvensd.. ol il LS T

O mg ik MLt oy o forn S ik
m..h; honeer, s ﬁ].,,.‘.j\ K. Ll emamis,... 9"“*‘0 (Nku\. Blei gopn.....
L% N0 SOV S L. A ‘\e mnﬂdmd‘b mﬁmanul- el Laduihon...
ottt ra. o ek B Lt Lo comtniint cofimng, Wiy ncaml-

C{,lm§|%¢4%w5ﬁ'ﬁmappmnm£&&f%lh
LY Mmda,jtsmmaugmwbmm
M%Wadﬁfwz&.u ...... hehmaan... Necu.. Llomen... s00h.. 7. F ool
bl&prulmwkom;mminl-ma.«fhminﬂﬁ,ccw,wm
....... amﬁoﬁ%nmdew‘jmmmuﬁm@k@xmw

B TRV A P W
,..Johnm.*.,meu ________ ho.. meﬁw@m
........... (ebr . odar Blose. m\ﬂe thgon"/Tidklks. Coogoel” 0.2
o &lechiah... Sfma« in. Ko 1997 M% LuJUgLMB J»
e N Ol Lo middie- Cloan . yotos O‘dfnww/\@dﬁm{.
l:mll' O el Gy N et
...... MRpade... Loinddhe Clmm‘bawfsmﬁaa AN ... Pty [
&amxhﬂmmhh%mkﬁ\lf)wlm)&%w .........................
?uumla&bﬁkmwrhtﬁm:iwmmoum ........ /;an_
ol ofpuh b e RShany . codhbng.. pasgds. e Bsne s B

You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 13

GCE Government & Politics 6GP01 01



f

(© continued) .M. Sonclamssn... m(ﬁ:l«njh. e b red. Dz e
........ phde. fib... et o ots. . oo MK "r’»/"(w_") He....
"%J“*”D""' oos...rel... dugprbine.. Mo He. . .(“&lﬁ?&._m};m Cnd..

S isT SR Conmibedk Lo i Gyhadibmk NIy S ——

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In contrast to the previous scripts this is a tier of performance below
the other example and obtains a level 2 reward for both (b) & (c).
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Question 4

In overview parts (a) and (b) presented no major difficulty to candidates and they achieved
high marks. Section (c) provided more of a challenge but was an effective platform to
discriminate between candidates. Elections are always a popular choice and as ever the
higher performing candidates gave clear and illustrative detail on recent elections, upon
which to structure their views and analyse electoral outcomes and their causes and
consequences.

Q4 (a)

Candidates who grasped the requirements of the question almost invariably scored full
marks. Others, who instead addressed electoral systems, were still able to access marks
if they mentioned the elections in which they were used. A small but surprising number of
candidates thought that ‘local elections’ referred to the constituency elements of General
Elections. There were errors in knowledge but few who could not gain some credit.

Q4 (b)

This question was generally well-answered, with the majority of candidates able to explain
accurately the required 3 strengths of First Past The Post (FPTP) — most usually simplicity,
strong government, stability. It was clearly a familiar topic and was probably what attracted
them to the question. The best candidates were able to expand details and exemplify where
appropriate, this latter point being the determinant if Level 2 or 3 was reached.

Q4 ()

Candidates found this question much more challenging and weaker candidates produced
very basic responses that did not really address the requirements of the question. An
extremely small number of candidates made very perceptive comments about both
similarities and differences between different aspects of the same electoral systems, and
were able to reflect on the workings of FPTP in the light of a coalition government. Very
few candidates were aware of party representation since devolution in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland, which were very useful in providing evidence for both arguments in this
question. There was some confusion about what constituted majoritarian, proportional and
simple plurality in terms of the characteristics of electoral systems.

GCE Government & Politics 6GP01 01



For (a) 3 elections are covered with clarity and precision. On (b) 3 advantages are noted
and the degree of explanation is at the top level. (c) is an excellent answer, little more
could be expected of a candidate given the time available.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response has clarity and on part (b) & (c) shows a high
level of analysis and evaluation.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Wherever possible the use of contemporary examples shows
a connectivity with politics and adds a crucial dimension.
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For (a) 3 elections accurately depicted hence full marks. In (b) only 2 strengths are noted

and developed, thus the marks are restricted. (c) This is clearly a level 2 response, failing
to satisfy the threshold criteria for level 3.
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Examiner Comments

This provides a good comparison with the previous example; this is
certainly down a level in terms of performance and the mark received.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This final example is still just within level 2. At points it is again
a step down again from the second example.

Examiner Tip

Examiners mark on the quality of the content not essentially
the amount which is written. However on part (c) the brevity
of the response does make it difficult to reach high marks.
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Paper Summary

As noted, a common theme was that this was a clear and accessible paper. It was a
paper for well-prepared candidates to demonstrate their knowledge, and one upon which
Assistant Examiners could differentiate between scripts and allocate marks fairly.

These key points are note-worthy for future reference.
® Mastery of key terms remains a vital ingredient to secure maximum marks.

® In addition to the above there is a need to provide clear examples to illustrate a depth
of knowledge and understanding relating to these key terms.

® On pressure groups there is a growing need to be assured of how power is said either to
be concentrated or dispersed.

® There remains the essential need to appreciate fully the concept of pluralist democracy
as unique and distinct.

® For candidates who attempt the question on political parties there is the possibility to
score very highly. The essential foundation for that success - in reaching the top tier of
marks - is an up-to-date appreciation of how the policies and ideas of parties are in a
constant state of flux. Given the wide media coverage, gaining this knowledge should
be straight-forward.

® Performance on election-related questions is raised considerably when this is
accompanied by a contemporary awareness of outcomes. These outcomes need to cover
a range of recent elections throughout the UK not just general elections. When this is
done it provides a clear base to establish analysis and evaluation.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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