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Introduction

It was evident, once again, that a good proportion of candidates had been well prepared for
the January 3D examination. Subject knowledge was strong and there was, for the most
part, a pleasing focus on the wording of the questions. The most popular short questions
were the responses on realism and on soft/hard power. The most popular long response was
the question on sovereignty. The least popular response, perhaps unsurprisingly, was the
short question on subsidiarity and the least popular long question was the one on the United
Nations.

The advice from the last series of questions in the summer of 2011 remains valid. As usual,
there were a few key differentiators between candidates’ responses. The key to success

in responding to the questions set is to recognize that not one, but in the case of the

longer essay response, four marks are being awarded for each script. Whilst Assessment
Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of the available 45

marks, there are still 33 marks available for A02, synopticity and A03. A large proportion of
candidates score well in AO1 because they provide detailed and developed knowledge and
understanding with relevant and accurate work but they can fail to attain the marks that are
available elsewhere. The intellectual skills required to perform at the highest level in A02
revolve around the ability to provide analysis, evaluation and parallels or connections. This
can be a challenge for those candidates who rely primarily on production of learnt fact

and knowledge. Synopticity, where candidates are expected to provide an awareness of
competing viewpoints or perspectives, can be a weak area for some. The longer questions
are designed for debate and discussion of alternative viewpoints. AO3 can also be an issue
for some candidates. There is a need to bring all of the earlier AO elements into a structured
and logical response which provides balance and use of appropriate political vocabulary.
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Question 1

This was the most popular question on the examination paper and a sizeable number of
candidates provided thorough responses which tackled the central theme of the question.
Stronger students provided a range of reasons to explain why realists believe that war

is inevitable and could give examples of realist thinkers with an explanation of their
views. Stronger students could also provide examples to support the argument that they
presented. Weaker responses tended to be lacking in the above and often drifted into a
discussion of alternative views of war.

This is a pleasing Level 3 script which remains relevant and focussed throughout. A number
of realist thinkers are mentioned and their views explored and explained. There is a clear
explanation of human nature, the role of the state and of anarchy and lack of order in the
state system.
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Examiner Comments

Pleasing knowledge and analysis throughout
ensure that this scores very highly.

A
2/ OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Most responses require a range of issues to be
discussed and this example shows how a great
deal of ground can be covered in a relatively
short period of time. Remaining relevant to the
question is central to scoring at the higher levels.
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A further strong example which remains relevant throughout. A pleasing blend of relevance,
description, analysis and examples.
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Examiner Comments

Explanation of human nature, anarchy and of the security
dilemma help this script to stand out as a pleasing response.
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Question 2

This wasn’t a particularly popular question and many responses tended to be relatively
simplistic descriptions of regionalism in general without a clear explanation of the
differences between economic and political regionalism. Stronger responses made clear the
distinction between the two and were able to use a range of examples of both economic and
political regionalism from a range of regional bodies.

This is a confident response which provides a range of examples to clearly distinguish
between economic and political regionalism. It is a thoughtful response from a candidate
who is able to explain the central features of economic and political regionalism.
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A range of examples makes clear
a pleasing knowledge in this area.

OQ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

This question demands that candidates distinguish
between two terms and it is important to spend a
balanced amount of time explaining each term.
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Question 3

This question was a common feature on the examination papers of the old specification and
there was an expectation that there would be some very strong responses. Unfortunately

a sizeable number of candidates produced rather limited responses. There was a need to
explain the changing role of NATO since the end of the Cold War but a number of students
failed to explain the significant change in role from the original 1949 role to the post Cold
War role. NATO has been described, initially, as a body created to 'Keep the Russians

out, the US in and the Germans down'. An explanation of these functions alongside
contemporary objectives such as peacekeeping and anti terrorism would be beneficial.

This response would have benefited from a better explanation of the original role of NATO
but it does move rapidly to outlining the new role that NATO developed immediately after
the end of the Cold War.

A With o bhe  cold o lwer end.ing,.. N - S
quob e o declirein. . AGYEr. opesiln _grom
Resva alimol .......... NATO & odept o new.  rok:

_______________________________________________________ & u Shil s o lik_ HL

Lm(,ueen U.’c US...cnel.... Z:_urbpe.f______ AT m&mes flhf\
e Eegmﬁbex pnd_@sl- nght o o [ssias  bereen
b _canbes bk [lend dening..in. \992. . s eans... ...
NETO hes %cgm ............ b [ink & LS. M.H'.s T
..... Eﬁbﬁmﬂufap& 5. L.-ﬂugshdbn% m'%mhm do
______ e Bosnicn cony ek lwhen e f)f\/ galleol  bo
....... "mepecccm Qosnm,bc[wm(le Sechs....cnal. Maslims,.. .
.. ..Swt[m;.\..lfng) & k... Bl qu;g Y 111 W <'c - R
_____________ dqynmmnt Commumsm ond Re & one.
—pee . Hebiloipy te cepen. (:mjc}a@ L S
Sp% bocrv’ N (u us anl (. Modl Zat. .
NATo bes.clso._deateredodbedembagt
NP\TO (f:oll Uc ek k. o5 supperBing.

[;L Auzel governpent . eint . Telibn nsegenls ,
o Lﬁa@hpu,subfﬁmgfngu@;ﬁwéswémpsﬂu

12 GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3D




o codel  Shew, N&TD& pcfi‘ ﬁvcn.ﬂiﬂﬁ t,h'll
Rind_a G'a&: po:(;ca Stet o Of 0 ik sér..
. Weskm gnk?ml:s rond. e wordd , fibh e&Scm;:L
.............. mhmlu%drmnmlﬁéaus@h ek vice e
LY L:USosfpmra“‘ln;:@%hlﬁ_l(m:[cGWO,&fhu
;\a} ceL$-:? plaaed m&.& A mo( Eﬂg &UNMQ{
A(SHE,CA Unien . Al ki 0w e herding
b Lhyen coal e o zou ood e @,m;,
......[\f;wccn Unia... braops. 5. Seden . daﬂg MH- l(:; 2,0023:)

by Sy mswgm,w&mhesckodeudaped
inbe. e sesb espense... Qer.... wecld. disesEs. . elso .

[@lr@&?dgmbbtﬁhbmmAS@fmsmetq%
botldn%@l%ms%o&.«e ek sk ﬂsa,qghtw'nc, LE auel
elso ke opped Chelo . NATO o[,fo ko @
m:(. L#fiﬂ am..@s..Le.. EU _endl... ,oaa ling.... L‘LEU
Lamies....sould ‘)a ........ d.ﬂg....ccu.(...i ......... aad....,..._ﬁwto( gcm (Gvb' ....... opResihicn,
................ Ho NATO. con b Sl bk 1 e gelo comy.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response almost acts as a list of the new roles that NATO has
been involved in since the end of the Cold War but a better contrast
with the Cold War period would have strengthened this further.

Examiner Tip

This question implies a significant transition since the end
of the Cold War and stronger responses will make clear
the role both during the Cold War as well as post Cold War.
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This response has a stronger introduction which better sets out the direction that the
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Question 4

This was a very popular question which provided a range of responses from candidates.
Better responses provided clear definitions with full and accurate explanations of both
hard and soft power. They also provided examples of hard and soft power in order to fully
illustrate the difference between the two terms.

A rather brief introduction in the first paragraph but the candidate moves to a pleasing
explanation of hard power with good examples and explanation of theory. Soft power
is also explained with a range of relevant examples which makes clear the candidates
understanding of the difference between the two terms.
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Examiner Comments

Pleasing reference to theoretical views on
the worth and value of soft and hard power.

A confident response which illustrates a clear understanding of the terms and an ability to
provide examples to show this awareness of the differences between the two terms.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Knowledge and analysis are blended to
produce a particularly strong response.

Examiner Tip

It is always beneficial to use
contemporary examples, where possible,
in order to illustrate understanding.
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Question 5

This wasn't a popular question at all. Very few students tackled this question and it was
often their last choice of short question. This was a two part question. Some candidates
clearly didn't understand the term whilst others could provide a definition but were unable
to tackle the part of the question which followed the definition.

This response begins well with a clear attempt to define and explain the significance for
integration. The response does tail off but still does enough to secure a Level 3 mark.
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A good introduction which immediately
tackles the requirement for a definition.
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Question 6

The wording of this question suggests that a transition has taken place where the concept
of sovereignty is concerned. Candidates need to make clear that this is the case whilst also
ensuring that the alternative assertion can also be supported. There are a range of factors
which can be explored when suggesting that sovereignty has become an outdated concept.
A range of examples should be employed to show that sovereignty can both be seen as
outdated as well as still of relevance.

A pleasing response to this very popular question which retains a clear focus on the
guestion throughout. Supranationalism and Intergovernmentalism are explored as are the
impact of a developed global economy in which membership of IGOs may be voluntary but
realistically inevitable.
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Examiner Comments
A stronger definition could have been provided but the candidate
moves to tackling the central theme of the question almost
immediately. Arguments both for and against the assertion in
the title are apparent throughout with some pleasing examples.

J/ OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Try to fully develop all of the points raised
in a response. Further development of the
points raised on human rights and dealing
with global issues would have helped here.
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Question 7

The second most popular of the longer questions which, once more, provided a variety of
strength in responses. Whilst most candidates were able to explain the rise of the BRIC
states, only a small number of candidates were able to examine the potential consequences
of a move to a multipolar system.

The move to a shift in the balance of power in the world economy was well covered as
reflected in the growing importance of bodies such as the G20 and the rise of economic
powerhouses in the East as the West seems to lose influence. Nevertheless, the USA
remains the largest economy and maintains a hi-tech lead.

The USA also maintains a military dominance and also continues to exert
disproportional structural power in a variety of international institutions despite the growing
significance of rising powers.

Unfortunately, a number of responses failed to recognize the counter argument and
produced responses which exclusively supported the assertion in the title.

An interesting response which begins with a most persuasive argument that there is a
changing world order. The counter argument is then employed to suggest that significant
change is actually an exaggeration. Whilst some of the later argument is less persuasive,
this remains a balanced response.
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Examiner Comments

A strong introduction which immediately makes clear the reason
for the assertion in the title of the question. Arguments for and
against are employed and a decent conclusion is provided.
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Question 8

This was the least popular of the longer questions but there were numerous strong
responses which were able to draw on a wide knowledge of UN peacekeeping operations,
both successes and failures.

Examples such as Bosnia and Rwanda were employed to illustrate failure alongside an
explanation of this failure which focussed on inadequate resources and ill defined or poorly
equipped operations.

Equally, the stronger candidates were able to provide examples where the UN has
succeeded in keeping the peace and promoted good governance and democracy, monitored
elections and provided humanitarian aid.

This response covers a significant number of conflicts as it attempts to explain the
arguments for and against the view that the UN has a history of peacekeeping failures. This
helps to lift this response above the large number of responses where examples were rather
thin or even non-existent. The response sticks to the actual question throughout which
provides for a strong A02 mark.
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Cae Vel

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A balanced introduction which suggests that
both sides of the argument will be explored.

A
@ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

A question like this one will demand a wide range
of examples in order to lift it to a L3 response.
There should be examples of both success and
failure. This response is wide-ranging with use of
Somalia, East Timor, the Balkans, Rwanda and
even recent examples such as Syria.
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Paper Summary

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of and focussed on the 'Further
guidance for Route D' document, prepared by the previous Principal Examiner, which can be
found on the Edexcel website. This document provides additional content, explanation and
advice to support the initial specification document.

It is particularly pleasing to note that teachers and students are making good use of
recently developed resources.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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