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Introduction
It was evident that a good proportion of candidates had been well prepared for the 
examination. Subject knowledge was strong and there was a pleasing focus on the wording 
of the questions. The most popular questions were the short response on sovereignty and 
the longer response on military power. The least popular response, perhaps unsurprisingly, 
was the long response on global economic governance. 

As usual, there were a few key differentiators between candidates’ responses. The key to 
success in responding to the questions set is to recognize that not one, but in the case of 
the longer essay response, four marks are being awarded for each script. Whilst Assessment 
Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of the available 45 
marks, there are still 33 marks available for A02, synopticity and A03. A large proportion of 
candidates score well in A01 because they provide detailed and developed knowledge and 
understanding with relevant and accurate work but they can fail to attain the marks that 
are available elsewhere. The intellectual skills required to perform at the highest level in 
A02 revolve around the ability to provide analysis, evaluation and parallels or connections. 
This can be a challenge for those candidates who rely primarily on production of learnt fact 
and knowledge. Synopticity, where candidates are expected to provide an awareness of 
competing viewpoints or perspectives, can be a weak area for some. The longer questions 
are designed for debate and discussion of alternative viewpoints. A03 can also be an issue 
for some candidates. There is a need to bring all of the earlier A0 elements into a structured 
and logical response which provides balance and use of appropriate political vocabulary.

It is absolutely important that teachers are aware of the 'Further guidance for Route D' 
document, prepared by the previous Principal Examiner, which can be found on the Edexcel 
website. This document provides additional content explanation and advice to support the 
initial specification document.  
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Question 1

This was by far the most popular short question for candidates. Sovereignty is a key concept 
in the specification and background knowledge was, on the whole, pleasing. The majority 
of candidates provided suitable definitions and supporting knowledge. Some discussion of 
internal and external sovereignty and of legal and political sovereignty was provided. This 
was, of course, a two part question and candidates needed to move to an exploration and 
explanation of the implications of state sovereignty for global politics. This is where weaker 
candidates struggled to gain marks. Sovereignty implies that states are all powerful and 
that there is no other authority which can challenge their authority. The implication of this 
is that global politics operates in a condition of perpetual anarchy. State sovereignty also 
implies that all states are equal, theoretically, and that there should be no intervention in 
the affairs of other states.
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This was a pleasing script which achieved a high level 3 mark. 
A clear knowledge of sovereignty and of the implications of 
the concept are evident in this response with some interesting 
observations about the impact on attempts to deal with global 
problems such as environmental degradation.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

This was a popular and straightforward question. The vast majority of candidates successfully 
described the structure of the Security Council and the system of membership with 
widespread condemnation of British and French membership of the P5. Most candidates also 
went on to point to suitable members of an expanded P5 in terms of power and geography. 
Stronger responses were able to use examples to demonstrate criticism of perceived veto 
abuse. There was some confusion from those candidates who believed that membership of 
the Security Council was linked directly and solely to nuclear weapons capability rather than 
reflecting structures of power dating to the formation of the United Nations.
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Try to ensure that, alongside an introduction 
to the general theme of the question, the 
issues arising from the question are also 
mentioned in the introduction.

Examiner Tip

This is a good level 3 response which 
covers the range of criticisms of the 
UN Security Council following a mostly 
pleasing introduction.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

This again was a seemingly straightforward question covering territory that previous route 
D examination papers have covered. The key differentiator in this question was use of 
examples to support argument. Certain EU institutions can impose decisions on dissenting 
member states and candidates needed to make this clear with reference to bodies such as 
the European Commission, the European Parliament and the European Court of Justice. 
Clearly there are arguments that the EU operates in an intergovernmental manner and 
this point was worth making although the core of the question required discussion of 
supranationalism. Whilst weaker candidates could only make general comments about the 
powers of the EU over states, stronger candidates were able to cover a range of institutions 
in discussion of supranationalism.

A definition of the term supranational in the introduction would strengthen this response.
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Question 4

This was quite a good discriminator with a significant number of candidates setting 
the debate in the present rather than the Cold War past. Bipolarity is often associated 
specifically with the Cold War and the era of the superpowers. Stronger candidates were 
able to consider both the Realist and the liberal theorist view as to the implications of 
bipolarity with an obvious focus on stability in the global arena. Although there was 
confusion from some candidates, the majority of those who discussed the competing 
theories were able to explain the realist belief that bipolarity provides relative stability and 
the countering view, from liberal theorists, that bipolarity is inherently unstable. Stronger 
candidates were able to make reference to proxy wars, Mutual Assured Destruction and 
were able to draw brief comparisons with other periods of polarity. 

This response covers a range of EU institutions and 
there is a focus on the demands of the question 
throughout the main body of the response. This is 
sufficient to push the candidate into level 3.

Examiner Comments
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After a rather brief introduction, this candidate moves to an 
analysis of both the realist and liberal theorist view of the 
implications of bipolarity for global order. The response is focussed 
on the title throughout with a strong level of understanding and 
excellent examples. This ensures an excellent level 3 mark. 

Examiner Comments
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This is another level 3 script which takes a slightly different 
approach in dealing with the question. The introduction is useful 
as it sets out an understanding of the demands of the question 
and makes clear where the response will take us. Good use of 
the Cold War period is made by this candidate with examples to 
support both the realist and alternative viewpoint.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5

There were a range of responses to this question. Weaker responses discussed globalisation 
in general, rather than specifically cultural globalisation. Definitions were often lacking or 
were of globalisation in general. In addition, whilst there is a view that cultural globalisation 
can be equated to cultural imperialism; there is development to be made over and 
above a reference to McDonalds and Coca Cola. Stronger responses were able to use a 
more sophisticated argument to suggest that cultural imperialism was based on a global 
homogenisation that weakens indigenous cultures and values. Cultural globalisation is also 
seen to support economic globalisation which, to some, advances the interests of the major 
economic powers and of their transnational corporations.
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Question 6

The major problem with this question was the frequent absence of any definition of “global 
actor” or initial criteria for consideration. Answers tended to drift into a general strength and 
weakness of the EU or even consideration as to whether it is a Superpower or not. This was 
not a Superpower question. Stronger responses set criteria for assessing whether the EU is 
a major global actor and then debated the extent to which the EU meets this criteria. 

The majority of candidates were able to debate the significance of the economic strength 
of the EU with some reference to the influence that this gives to the organisation and 
inevitably came to the conclusion that the sheer size of the EU in economic, trade and 
financial terms makes it a key economic global actor. Stronger candidates also discussed the 
structural power of the EU with reference to membership of bodies such as the WTO, G8 and 
G20. They also discussed diplomatic influence, soft power and may have included reference 
to the issue of global climate change in which the EU has played a central role.

The counter argument tended to focus on the desire of member states to retain control of 
their own foreign and defence policies, seen as key symbols of sovereign independence. 
Lack of a significant military arm with ability to project power within Europe and beyond 
was mentioned by most students with stronger candidates making reference to specific 
examples such as the EU’s weakness in the 1990s in relation to atrocities in former-
Yugoslavia and political divisions such as those over the Iraq war.

This response makes a reference to McDonalds and to Coca Cola, but also to 
the flattening out and homogenisation of culture worldwide as a consequence of 
cultural globalisation. The candidate makes pleasing reference to criticisms such 
as the flattening out of diversity and backlash to western cultural imperialism. The 
response may weaken towards the end but there are sufficient references to key 
criticisms and enough of a focus on the specific question to pull it into level 3.

Examiner Comments
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This is a good response with some weak points although more 
strengths. The introduction is decent with pleasing criteria for 
consideration. There are pleasing contemporary references alongside 
some useful historic references in support of the argument which 
is developed. This response gained a level 3 overall with particular 
strengths in A02 but was considered weaker in synoptic skills.

Examiner Comments
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Whilst not the easiest script to read, this script is worth the effort 
because of the strengths of the response. The candidate retains a 
focus on the question throughout. There is a depth of knowledge and 
use of several strong examples to support the line of argument. A 
full range of criteria for the term “major global actor” are considered 
and there is a balanced argument throughout with competing views 
discussed and debated. This was a very strong level 3 script.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7

This question was an effective discriminator.  A significant number of candidates did not 
know what was meant by “global economic governance” and simply discussed the USA 
and EU and their economic influence. Some candidates, whilst able to discuss the WTO, 
IMF, World Bank, G8 and G20, produced very one sided arguments with responses centred 
purely around criticism of western dominance which weakened synoptic marks.

Global economic governance refers to the framework of coordination and management that 
is facilitated by bodies such as the World Trade Organisation, the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. This framework was established by the 1944 Bretton Woods 
Agreement, with the orientation of these institutions being shifted as a result of the 
collapse of the Bretton Woods system in the 1970s and the emergence of the ‘Washington 
Consensus’ in the 1980s. The purpose of global economic governance is to provide a stable 
framework for sustainable growth in the world economy. Those who argue that it has been 
effective in these respects make a number of points, including the following:

The Bretton Woods system was effective in reducing the protectionism that had contributed 
to the Great Depression of the 1930s. The end of the Bretton Woods system and the rise 
of market-orientated policies under the ‘Washington Consensus’ laid the foundation for the 
accelerated globalisation that saw a significant expansion of the world economy from the 
1980s through to 2007-08.

Stronger candidates provided examples of states which had benefited from the effective 
management of the global economy.

Criticisms focussed on the lack of coordination and effective management of the 
numerous agencies involved in global economic governance. Lack of flexibility to suit 
different circumstances of states was a regular criticism as was a criticism of the major 
institutions when it came to dealing with the global financial crisis that started in 2007/08 
that led to a sharp down-turn in the world economy. The inability of the institutions to 
control and to regulate financial markets and banking systems was a common criticism. 
Further arguments, raised by stronger candidates, related to failure to promote economic 
equality, to deal with human rights abuses, to be more transparent, to be more democratic 
and to deal with environmental concerns.

This was the least popular of the longer responses.
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This is a level 3 response with particular strength in synopticity. Competing 
viewpoints are debated throughout and there is also a focus on the question. 
The introduction could benefit from a definition of global economic governance 
but the key institutions involved in the process are introduced early in the 
response. Whilst most responses focussed on the negative elements of 
governance, this response also discussed positive elements such as providing 
a forum for debate and reduction of anarchy in the global system as a 
consequence of the work of the key International Financial Institutions.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8

This was the most popular of the longer responses on this paper and there were many 
pleasing responses. Stronger candidates were able to illustrate the competing viewpoints 
over this area of debate with some excellent examples. 

Military power has traditionally been viewed as the chief currency of international politics. 
Realists argue that war is endless and imply that military power remains the only sure 
guarantee of a state’s survival and security. Many candidates were able to explain that the 
security dilemma means that fear and uncertainty will always persist in international affairs. 
They also identified that there are new security challenges which have emerged, notably 
terrorism, that cannot be contained by non military means alone. Stronger candidates 
were also able to explain that military power has increasingly been used for ethical 
purposes, notably to facilitate humanitarian intervention and to support peacekeeping and 
peacebuilding initiatives.  

The counter argument, raised by candidates, included that military power is redundant 
because large-scale high-intensity conflict has disappeared in many parts of the world, 
linked to the expansion of democratic ‘zones of peace’. In addition, there has been a 
general shift from war to trade, as globalisation has increased economic interdependence 
and encouraged states to advance national prosperity through strategies of increased 
competitiveness. Many wars appear to be unwinnable because of the wider use of strategies 
of terrorism, insurrection and guerrilla warfare.

There was plenty of opportunity for debate from stronger candidates.
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This was a well balanced response which clearly achieves level 3. There are 
real strengths and synopticity, in particular, is clearly evident with argument 
and counter argument running throughout the response. Interdependence, 
democratic peace thesis, zones of peace and increase in trade is balanced 
against examples such as the Russian Georgia war, the battle against 
terrorism and the dominance of the US which is partly built on military 
strength. The Iraq war is a good example to show the value of military 
power but also to suggest a value in alternatives like the use of soft power. 

Examiner Comments
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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