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Introduction
The most common comment from assistant examiners this series was of the fairness and 
accessibility of the paper. It was found to be a platform to both excel upon and also one to 
discriminate answers in a fair and positive manner. In terms of popularity, we witnessed 
the eclipsing by some margin of the popularity of the pressure groups question as a first 
and automatic choice and the dominance of the question on democracy. The question on 
democracy and elections was often the combined choice on the paper. The question on 
pressure groups fell in popularity, and again, to an extent in performance the detail on that 
is supplied below. With the noted exception of question 3(c) which will be discussed, no 
question presented any misinterpretation or presented difficulties for candidates.
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Question 1 (x)

1a) Most candidates could outline a number of key functions of referendums. Answers 
ranged from brief responses, eg Yes/No vote on a single issue, direct democracy plus an 
example to a more in depth understanding of increased legitimacy and their advisory status 
in the UK. It was a good question in that it allowed weaker candidates to gain marks but 
which allowed stronger candidates to obtain the maximum. 

1b) This answer attracted many different methods for improving democracy from House of 
Lords reform to electoral reform and those examples included in the Mark Scheme. Stronger 
candidates did better on the A02 marks by analysing and evaluating how their chosen 
methods would improve democracy. Weaker candidates simply provided brief explanations 
of how democracy could be improved. A significant number asserted that if the voting age 
was reduced to 16 then democracy would automatically be improved. This does go against 
all the empirical data as participation rates and thus democratic engagement levels overall 
may possibly fall; however, those who cited this were not penalised.

1c) This question was generally well answered with candidates clearly identifying a working 
definition of “participation crisis” and evaluating the extent of this in the UK.  A majority of 
learners focused almost exclusively on electoral turnout, with a vast array of percentage 
turnout differences. Stronger candidates dealt with election turnout, decrease in party 
membership while also providing convincing counter arguments. It was in the counter 
arguments where the levels of evaluation were at their weakest. Mid range answers seemed 
to state why there was a “participation crisis” but omitted to comment on the extent of it, 
with limited counter arguments. It was noticeable that a significant minority treated the 
(c) part of the question incorrectly as an extension of the (b) response, and were more 
interested in providing mechanisms to rejuvenate UK democracy than addressing the 
question and providing a balanced consideration of the alleged 'participation crisis'.
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  Q1a) This response achieves 3 marks as it raises three valid points 
which can be credited. (3 marks).     Q1b) This response raises three valid 
means by which democracy in the UK could be improved. The fi rst, 
changing the voting system is inaccurate but it is poorly developed 
and although it gets credit for AO1 there is no mark for AO2. ”The 
Lords” is correct and it earns an AO2 credit as does lower the voting 
age - again a second credit for AO2.     (5 and 2 marks).       Q1c) The second 
paragraph contains some inaccuracies but has some correct themes. 
The third paragraph on pressure groups is ambiguous - yes trade union 
membership has decreased but overall membership has increased, for 
example. Importantly, the counter - argument is very poor, how is the 
link to the US relevant? The theme of participating crisis in denial is not 
convincingly conveyed.     (3, 3, 3 marks).  

Examiner Comments

  Q1a) This response achieves 3 marks as it raises three valid points 

Examiner Comments

  Examples are crucial and important in raising marks 
and improving performance. However, they must be 
accurate, up to date and relevant to earn the rewards.  

  Examples are crucial and important in raising marks 
Examiner Tip
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  Q1a) This a) question gains full marks - even though there is some inaccurate 
material (60% of the population voting No). there is ample evidence that fi ve 
marks can be extracted from the response.     (5 marks).     Q1b) Three suggested 
routes of improvement delivered with accuracy and clarity, the AO2 if anything 
is more comprehensive than the AO1.     (6 and 3 marks).         Q1c) After a really 
good (a) and (b) section this response now declines; the introduction is not 
focused - participation levels cannot be really limited to the forming of a 
coalition. We are given no data on turnout or participation levels in elections. It 
clearly falls by all AOs into a 'limited' category.     (4, 4, 4 marks).  

Examiner Comments

  Q1a) This a) question gains full marks - even though there is some inaccurate 

Examiner Comments

  It is not uncommon for candidates to obtain high marks on the 
(a) and (b) section to then fail to maintain the standard at the (c) 
section. Proof of ability is shown in the earlier sections and practice 
is needed to maintain that momentum.  

  It is not uncommon for candidates to obtain high marks on the 
Examiner Tip
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  Q1a) Although there is a considerable amount written here, not all of this can be 
credited. The response makes a number of statements or generalisations which do 
not defi ne features of referendums. The fi nal third of the response adds nothing 
to the mark score.      (3 marks).     Q1b) This response does raise three methods 
by which democracy could be improved - indeed it expands to more than three. 
Lowering voting the voting age is accepted as AO1 - no AO2 credit, contributing 
to party manifesto is credit worthy for AO1 and AO2. The Universal Suffrage 
point is also credit worthy.     The additional points amalgamating e-democracy and 
electoral reform would have earned no more marks than the one granted for 
lowering the voting age.     (3 and 2 marks).     Q1c) This is a mid range response. 
The response does not take a ' for vs against' approach, but leads by making 
point and counterpoint. The inclusion of the media is credit worthy. The response 
is restricted as there is very little accurate data on turnout levels to consider 
participation levels against.     (4, 4, 4 marks).  

Examiner Comments

  Q1a) Although there is a considerable amount written here, not all of this can be 

Examiner Comments

  This response is let down in the main by supportive and informative 
data and this defect is most pronounced in the (c) section.  

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (x)

2a) This response proved to be an extremely accessible question and probably the one that 
consistently scored the highest marks for the (a) questions. Even the less able candidates 
were consistently scoring 3 or 4 marks and very few could not provide or furnish examples 
to illustrate. Almost all candidates performed well here. A minority did make errors and in 
the main this was in the supporting examples as opposed to the definitions.

2b) Candidates also found this to be an accessible question. Most could provide answers 
to the 'how' question quoting a whole range of ways in which groups do influence public 
opinion, though with greater or lesser degrees of depth. Some candidates made reference to 
newer groups such as Ukuncut, but it is surprising and a little disappointing to see so many 
references to older examples such as Snowdrop and even Fathers for Justice dominating 
in examples. If candidates had difficulty it was with the 'Why' aspect of the question. The 
issue wads that many candidates found it easier to relate to why pressure groups seek to 
influence governments than influencing public opinion.

2c) In some ways this proved to be the most encouraging and pleasing set of responses on 
the paper in that progress had been made from previous series. The message has got home 
to centres concerning the concepts of elitism and pluralism. In previous years the failure to 
understand the two concepts has proved to be a major problem to candidates on both the 
A and C sections. Many candidates were prepared for and clearly understood, to greater 
or lesser degrees, the two concepts and many answered quite well. Fewer equated them 
exclusively to tolerance and multi-culturalism. 

In some senses the decline in the pressure group question may be linked to the (c) part 
as a lack of knowledge on these two concepts would act as a strong deterrent. Overall, 
a pleasing level of response and a sound level of knowledge on the factors that lead to 
pressure groups being elitist or pluralist. Lines of under performance centred around a 
failure to cite pluralism and elitism and link these to power distribution. A small minority 
exclusively treated this as an insider v outsider question which damaged their overall score. 
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  Q2a) This answer is well written; the examples 
are excellent, and although there is some 
repetition the answer, deserves full marks.     (5 
marks).     Q2b) Almost full marks again for (b) the 
AO2 is comprehensive and the discussion is wide.  
   (6 and 3 marks).     Q2c) This response gets to 
level 3 for all AOs. It is clear that this candidate 
is aware of the concepts of plurality and elitism 
and can furthermore readily apply them to UK 
pressure groups.     (7, 7, 7 marks).  

Examiner Comments

  Q2a) This answer is well written; the examples 

Examiner Comments

  This candidate has used and understood 
the concepts of pluralism and elitism for 
the (c) section of the question. It is a fi ne 
example of a constant level 3 response.  

  This candidate has used and understood 
Examiner Tip
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  Q2a) Here the defi nition is virtually non – existent. The example of 
a sectional group is however correct. The detail on the promotional 
group is inadequate and the example is not sustainable.  
   (1 mark).     Q2b) The use of examples is clear but the main AO1 
foundation is not expansive - relevant AO2 is made but again 
not full or complete.     (4 and 2 marks).       Q2c) The lack of depth 
and detail provides a major restriction on this c) section. It does 
appreciate that pluralism and elitism refer to the fl ow of power but 
sadly does not capitalise on this information.     (3,3,3 marks).  

Examiner Comments

  Q2a) Here the defi nition is virtually non – existent. The example of 

Examiner Comments

  Here the candidate fails to provide enough material to 
capitalise on clear knowledge and understanding. More 
than ever if more detailed and developed examples were 
used this would serve to advance the mark allocated.  

  Here the candidate fails to provide enough material to 
Examiner Tip
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  Q2a) This answer gains 4 marks, there are both defi nitions of each, and 
correct examples. To be able to achieve maximum marks the defi nitions 
must be more expansive and developed.     (4 marks).         Q2b) Brevity and 
detail limit this response. The AO1 merits 3 marks but there is spare 
evidence of AO2.     Q2c) A mid range response - the answer is restricted as 
the concepts of pluralism and elitism - in particular the fl ow of power in 
democratic society is not developed. Credit - although limited is advanced 
for using pluralism in a multi cultural context, this is a conceptual 
coverage of the question and this approach limited many candidates.  

Examiner Comments

  Q2a) This answer gains 4 marks, there are both defi nitions of each, and 

Examiner Comments

  As noted the development of pluralism and elitism 
for the (c) section requires a link to power and its 
concentration and dispersal.  

  As noted the development of pluralism and elitism 
Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (x)

3a ) Most candidates had a grasp of the general nature of consensus politics and were 
able to provide an example, usually related to the post-war consensus (albeit not usually 
identified as ‘Butskellism’) or the post-Thatcher consensus. Some also noted the contrast 
with adversary politics. However, fewer candidates were able to develop the idea that 
consensus may not cover all areas or that differences on focused on ‘how’ rather than ‘why’. 
A minority of candidates confused consensus with coalition and compromise.

3b) Generally answered fairly well, suggesting a pleasing engagement with contemporary 
issues. Note how the mark scheme offered flexibility in how this section was marked. 
Stronger answers relied less on general commentary and more on specific arguments – 
the AV referendum and tuition fees being the most common. The strongest answers went 
beyond the coalition and also identified the areas of consensus and lack of consensus 
between Labour and the Conservatives.

3c) Many candidates failed to address the key word in this question ‘internally’, significantly 
limiting their marks even where they had produced solid or good part a and b answers. A 
small number did address internally but with an overly historical focus on the 1980s and 
1990s. There were however some very strong answers covering all three parties (indeed 
greater notice of the Liberal Democrats than previous years was a strong and perhaps 
inevitable feature of this year’s exam) and showing sophisticated awareness of divides 
within them. The strongest answers came right up to date and looked at post Blair/Brown 
tensions in Labour (eg between the Millibands) and recent tensions with the coalition – on 
Clarke’s justice proposals and the Lib Dems concession on fees.
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  Q3a) This response earns two marks only, one for 
the role of parties having the same policies - this is 
very tenuous but is acceptable and the second mark 
for providing an example.     Q3b) This does address 
the fact that the Conservative and Liberal Democrats 
had opposing views, but sharing government led 
to compromise. Furthermore, it has reviewed how 
the coalition has operated for disputes surrounding 
policies and ideas. It has a narrow scope and more 
could be developed.     Q3c) Sadly the candidate has 
ignored the word INTERNALLY to their disadvantage. 
Answers which follow this route are most likely to be 
marooned in level 1.  

Examiner Comments

  Q3a) This response earns two marks only, one for 

Examiner Comments

  This provides proof it ever it were 
needed that all words in the question 
need to be read and digested. A few 
moments thinking and planning is 
time shrewdly invested.  

  This provides proof it ever it were 

Examiner Tip
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  Q3 a) A really excellent response that achieves full marks.  
   Q3 b) A good contemporary response, which almost achieved full 
marks.     (6 and 3 marks)          Q3 c) This is without doubt an excellent 
answer which easily reaches level 3.       (8, 9, 8 marks).  

Examiner Comments

  Q3 a) A really excellent response that achieves full marks.  

Examiner Comments

  Politics is a fast moving subject, where events are 
in a state of constant fl ux. However, it is blessed 
with a wealth of contemporary and readily available 
information. Here the candidate has put his research 
skills into gear and reaped the benefi ts of doing so.  

  Politics is a fast moving subject, where events are 

Examiner Tip
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  Q3a) Although this answer is quite expansive it earns just two marks. There 
has to be some distinction between consensus politics - where there is 
ideological agreement and compromise politics where parties out of practical 
expediency made a deal but still maintain their ideas and beliefs. The vast 
middle section deals with the latter not the former and is therefore restricted. 
One mark is given for the introduction and a second mark is given for the 
implicit reference to cutting public spending - as this is a policy consensus 
amongst all parties. Sadly if some of this content had moved to the b) section 
of the question it would have been credit worthy.     (2 marks).     Q3b) This 
response does not really address the issues raised in the question. There is a 
lack of accurate knowledge and understanding.     (2 and 1 marks).         Q3c) After 
performing quite poorly on a) and b) there is some improvement in c) as the 
response recognises the demands of the question and is at mid level 2 terms 
of reward.       (4, 4, 4 marks).  

Examiner Comments

  Q3a) Although this answer is quite expansive it earns just two marks. There 

Examiner Comments

  This is unusual in that the candidate improves performance on 
the (c) section, but it is vital here to secure a grade. Performance 
on the (c) section is vital to advance in the grade boundaries.  

  This is unusual in that the candidate improves performance on 
Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (x)

4a) Manifestos were generally clearly understood, with some pointed reference to failures to 
abide by them. A minority of candidates also demonstrated understanding on the Doctor’s 
Mandate, and of the concept of the difficulty of mandates in relation to coalitions. Relatively 
few addressed the Salisbury convention not a necessity but a broadening on knowledge to 
be credited.

4b) This was an excellent question for candidates to reveal the depth and extent of their 
knowledge. There were many excellent, detailed answers which successfully explained the 
workings of three systems whilst the strongest ones also examined the pros and cons of 
each. There was some confusion between the systems but not as much as is usually the 
case, particularly between SV and AV. STV as is the norm foxed quite a few candidates AV 
was included more than usual due, no doubt, to the recent referendum.

4c) Many candidates easily achieved level 3 as they accurately address both sides of the 
debate. Lots of ‘rehearsed’ answers but many of these still had quality. A pleasing number 
could evaluate the claim of strong, stable government with FPTP by drawing on the recent 
coalition. Some even extended their discussion as to whether the system is likely to produce 
an overall majority in the future. Others evaluated by discussing how important really is the 
constituency link – how many people contact their MP or even know his/her name? Good 
current commentary too in that many said that the recent referendum means change is 
less likely anyway irrespective of the merits. A small number had good discussions about 
coalitions doing unaccountable backroom deals; a few – but not many – used overseas 
examples such as Italy or Germany to support a ‘for’ or ‘against’ view. 
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 Q4a) This makes three points which results in three marks 
 Q4b) There is some confusion here with the party list system and 
some major inaccuracies with S.T.V - this restricts the mark. 
 Q4c) A mid level two response with slightly better AO1 and AO3 

Examiner Comments

 Q4a) This makes three points which results in three marks 

Examiner Comments

 The (c) section of this question would really benefi t 
from some accurate data to base comment upon. For 
instance there is comment on the 2005 general election 
but scarse detail on the electoral events of 2010 

 The (c) section of this question would really benefi t 
Examiner Tip
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 Q4a) This gains four marks as four distinct 
and clear points are raised.   Q4b) Explicit and 
clear on FPTP and the Closed Party List  - some 
minor ambiguity on S.V. when it applies this to 
Westminister - it acknowledges both sides in 
the debate and provides clear AO2.   Q4c) Good 
and detailed view of whether FPTP should be 
retained for Westminister - it achnowledges 
both sides in the debate and provides clear AO2 

Examiner Comments
 Q4a) This gains four marks as four distinct 

Examiner Comments

 This enters level 3 for all Assessment 
Objectives on section (c). It is well written 
and maintains a clear focus on the question 
throughout the response. Often marks are lost 
where candidates 'drift' from what is asked, 
this keeps strictly to the set quest. 

 This enters level 3 for all Assessment 
Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

In terms of lessons we have garnered from this series to some extent they are constructed 
around the embedding of good practice.

Essentially take care and advise candidates to fully read the question: each word does 
count! As noted performance on the (a) and (b) sections has improved, centres and 
candidates are showing a vast improvement in time management and content. It is clear 
that the provision of AO1 material (knowledge and understanding) presents no major 
hurdles.

However, developing technique and detail for (c) questions remains the major challenge. 
There is a need in this area to instil detail and depth, in part brevity denies marks but all too 
often it is a lack of analysis and evaluation which suppresses marks more than anything. It 
has to be accepted that this core skill is not easy to teach and deliver. To an extent it is a 
skill that is fostered and nurtured in what can be a short academic time span. One way to 
support the extension of good practice here is to examine in detail the exemplars cited and 
to use diagnostic marking in preparatory work before the exam identifying to candidates the 
scope and nature of the AO2 criteria.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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