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Introduction

The general standard of responses in this examination session was broadly in line with previous
sessions. Two general issues would, nevertheless, be worth bearing in mind. In the first place, it is
clear that a number of centres have not fully grasped the significance of the changed understanding of
synopticity in the new specification. In particular, they need to place a heavier emphasis on ensuring
that candidates recognise that, in view of synopticity, all essay questions are an invitation to debate
or discuss a particular political issue. Effective responses in this respect not only highlight the nature
of that debate in the introduction to their essays, but also structure their argument around the
contending viewpoints or perspectives. Second, in doing this, candidates should not merely provide

a descriptive account of rival stances or arguments that have been put forward. Instead, they should
analyse and evaluate these arguments in order to reach a reasoned but clear conclusion, recognising
that all questions require answers. How effectively their answer (or conclusion) stands up in the light
of the foregoing debate and discussion very largely determines the candidate’s marks in terms of
Assessment Objectives 1, 2 (including synopticity) and 3.

A final general point is that centres should be aware that short questions (questions 1-5) continue to
be marked ‘globally’, with only a single mark being given out of a maximum of 15, while the essays
(questions 6-8) alone are marked by the assessment objectives, including synopticity. This reflects
the fact that distinctions between AO1 and AO2 are often difficult to draw in the case of short
questions, where the latter often refers to ‘analysis’ rather than ‘evaluation’, and therefore overlaps
significantly with ‘understanding’ in AO1.
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Question 1

This was a popular question, well answered by a high proportion of candidates. Very few responses
failed to highlight the basic distinction between neoliberalism and its emphasis on free-market
economics and the minimal state, and neoconservative support for a strong state. The strongest
responses nevertheless highlighted the philosophical differences between neoliberalism and
neoconservatism, noting, for example, the extent to which the former is rooted in atomistic
individualism and economic libertarianism, while the latter draws from organic conservatism and
supports social and state authoritarianism. However, some weak responses confused neoconservatism
with One Nation conservatism, tending to suggest that it was distinguished by a concern about poverty
and the need to expand welfare support. Some candidates also explained how and why neoliberalism
and neoconservatism are compatible, although such points could not be rewarded as they did not fall

within the remit of the question as set.
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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Examiner Comments

Question 1x was a good example of a candidate making a good distinction between the
2 traditions.
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Question 2

Effective answers to this question recognised that links between anarchism and communism are
evident in anarcho-communist theories and ideas, often providing a comprehensive and analytical
account of these. In the best responses, candidates gave appropriate attention to the ‘why’ part

of the question, explaining that the link between anarchism and communism is established by a
shared view of human nature and the common belief that the collective ownership of wealth helps

to establish harmony and social solidarity in the absence of a state. However, weaker responses

were often unfocused, providing a generalised account of anarchism that said relatively little about
its relationship to communism, except for references to the collectivist tradition within anarchism.
Unfortunately, particularly on anarchism questions, some less able candidates spent too long outlining
the general ideas and beliefs. In this case, a generalised account of anarchism did not say much, or,
at times, anything, that was related to the question set. In a number of cases, candidates showed

an awareness of links between anarchism and communism by examining Marxist thinking about the
‘withering away’ of the state and the nature of the future communist society. In many cases, this was
done well except when candidates then turned the response into a discussion of differences between
anarchism and Marxism.
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Examiner Comments

In question 2x this candidate makes a sound and crucial point regarding human nature
and stateless society, but does not pay the appropriate attention to the ‘why' part of
the question.
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Question 3

A very large proportion of candidates recognised that at the heart of liberal disagreements over
freedom are the rival ideas of negative freedom and positive freedom. Very few candidates

have difficulties with the notion of negative freedom, some being able to offer an insightful and
comprehensive explanation of the term. Although definitions of positive freedom appear to be
improving, a number of candidates still have an unreliable grasp of the concept. In weaker cases,

as on previous occasions, candidates failed to highlight differences between the two concepts

of freedom, but, rather, illustrated these differences by reference to their implications for the
state. Negative freedom was therefore defined as rolling back the state, while positive freedom
was defined as rolling forward the state. Needless to say, such accounts are rudimentary at best.
The strongest responses recognised the importance of ‘extent’ in the question, highlighting areas

of agreement within liberalism over freedom as well as areas of disagreement. The very strongest
candidates also recognised that this extends to negative freedom as well. In particular, they pointed
out that although modern liberals have embraced a positive conception of freedom, this does not
mean that they have abandoned negative freedom altogether; instead, they have justified positive
freedom only in circumstances where individuals are unable, because of social injustice, to make
wise moral judgements on their own behalf. Such responses demonstrated a high level of theoretical
sophistication.
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This is a strong answer recognising the 'extent’ part of the question.
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Question 4

Very few candidates did not have at least a basic grasp of the distinction between fundamentalist
socialism and revisionist socialism, usually highlighting the difference between the socialist desire

to abolish and replace capitalism and the desire to reform, modify or ‘humanise’ capitalism.
Stronger responses demonstrated analytical insight and theoretical sophistication. This applied in
two main ways. In the first place, good responses often acknowledged that the fundamentalist/
revisionist distinction is based on rival critiques of capitalism, the former viewing capitalism as an
irredeemable system of class oppression, while the latter flags the tendency of capitalism to generate
wealth effectively but distribute it unfairly or unjustly. The second way in which stronger responses
distinguished themselves was through an explicit emphasis on alternative views of the future socialist
society, in that fundamentalist socialists link socialism to common or collective ownership, while
revisionist socialists associate it with social justice and a narrowing of social inequality. While many
used Marx and Marxism to show an understanding of fundamentalist socialism, only the strongest
responses were able to look at the ideas of theories such as Bernstein and Crosland to demonstrate
theoretical insight into revisionist socialism.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate acknowledges the rival critiques of capitalism.




GCE Government & Politics 6GP03

Question 5

This was a popular question, with a very large proportion of responses demonstrating a sound grasp of
the links between conservatism and traditionalism. The major discriminators, in this question, were
the range of conservative arguments examined and whether these were considered analytically or
descriptively. For example, some less strong candidates merely pointed out that conservatives favour
tradition because traditions have been ‘tested by time’, whereas stronger responses explained how
and why conservatives reach this conclusion, often using the ideas of Burke, Chesterton or Oakeshott
to support their discussion. Similarly, some more rudimentary responses placed a heavy emphasis

on supposed examples of conservative traditionalism - the fondness of conservatives for red letter
boxes being a particularly popular one - without necessarily explaining the thinking that underlies
this traditionalism. In the case of strong responses, an emphasis was often placed on the conservative
view of human nature, both the idea that human beings are limited and dependent creatures (and

so crave the familiar) and that people are intellectually fallible (in which case history, tradition and
experience are more reliable guides to human action that abstract principles and theories).
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Examiner Comments

This answer is a strong example of conservative support for tradition including "why" &
with good examples.
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Question 6

Candidates approached this question in a number of legitimate ways. In some cases, they looked

at the nature of liberal democracy, considering differences between its ‘liberal’ features and its
‘democratic’ features. In weak cases, however, they were unable to recognise the difference between
the two sets of features, constitutionalism and protections for individual rights simply being viewed
as manifestations of democracy. This highlights a significant weakness in a number of responses,
which was a failure to recognise that there is a debate about the relationship between liberalism

and democracy, in that liberals have both feared democracy and supported it. When candidates only
recognised either that liberals fear democracy or that they favour democracy, it was very difficult

for them to demonstrate effective synoptic skills. The most common approach to the question was

to examine the respective benefits and drawbacks of democracy from a liberal perspective. This was
often done extremely well, with an awareness that liberalism has been associated with a range of
arguments in favour as well as against democracy. Whereas weaker responses sometimes did little
more than list these respective arguments, stronger responses tried to evaluate their significance, and
also point out how the balance of the argument within liberalism has tended, over time, to become
more clearly pro-democratic rather than anti-democratic.
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This is a good example of a strong answer, recognising both: the fear of democracy and
liberal justifications for democracy.
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Question 7

Most candidates, appropriately, approached this question by looking at the rival ideas of revolutionary
socialism and democratic, reformist or evolutionary socialism. In stronger cases, these rival means

of achieving socialism were thoroughly analysed, with an emphasis being placed on explaining how
and why the strategies were adopted. In the best cases, candidates recognised that the extent of
socialist disagreement over means had changed considerably over time. In particular, the divide
within socialism over means opened up only in the late nineteenth century, as the advance of political
democracy created the possibility of a peaceful or non-revolutionary road to socialism. Similarly,

as revolutionary socialism declined in the post-1945 period and, arguably, collapsed as a result of

the East European Revolutions of 1989-91, disagreements within socialism over means substantially
narrowed, if not disappeared. However, some candidates, unhelpfully, confused means with ends,
writing, sometimes at considerable length, about the difference between fundamentalist socialism
and revisionist socialism. Only the best candidates, however, were able to recognise linkages, insofar
as these exist, between the fundamentalist/revisionist and the revolutionary/evolutionary divides
within socialism. A number of strong responses nevertheless also noted that there had been, since the
1990s, something of a revival of revolutionary thinking within socialism, link to the advent of the anti-
globalisation movement and growing support for direct action.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate makes a good attempt at distinguishing between the 2 approaches




GCE Government & Politics 6GP03

Question 8

Many candidates chose to answer this question by providing a broad account of anarchist ideology,
worked their way through the key features of individualist anarchism and collectivist anarchism,
often also showing an awareness of divisions within each sub-tradition. Although such an approach
enabled candidates to demonstrate good knowledge and understanding of anarchism generally, it only
enabled them to answer the question implicitly, being weak on analysis, evaluation and synopticity.
Stronger responses considered the nature of free market liberalism more explicitly and recognised

its links to anarchism, usually by examining the ideas and theories of anarcho-capitalism, sometimes
in impressive depth. These responses then highlighted both finer distinctions between free market
liberalism and anarcho-capitalism as well as more substantial differences between this pro-market
and pro-capitalist tendency within anarchism and anarchism’s more collectivist ideas and theories.
However, a general, and concerning, weakness was for candidates to turn the question into one that
they had anticipated, namely one on differences between anarchism and liberalism generally. This
highlights a worryingly common tendency for weaker candidates to sometimes reproduce responses in
the exam based on rote learnt material, rather than to be able to adapt and reshape their knowledge
and understanding on the basis of the specific questions asked.
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Examiner Comments

This is a strong answer on knowledge and the competing traditions, but a less
developed analytically.
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