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Introduction

The shorter questions continue to reflect a major problem for candidates: that many candidates either
do not read the question thoroughly enough or that they choose not to specifically address the
question being asked. Many supplied information that related to the subject area, but this could not
always be rewarded if it did not relate directly to the question being asked. This was particularly true
of Questions 1 and 3.

Across all questions a lack of detailed knowledge of government actions and party policies on the
subject areas was noticeable for many candidates, limiting the marks candidates gained on AO1 in
particular. Many candidates chose to answer in very general terms, or relied heavily on traditional
party ideologies to assess the topic in question.

Conversely, those candidates who did know a range of party policies well unfortunately tended to only
describe the policies, consequently omitting the analysis or synopticity. This was particularly true of
those candidates who were well versed in coalition policies. This highlights a need for candidates to
be prepared in how to select and deploy the knowledge they have gained in the time allotted. This
was particularly true of the questions on the subject areas of the economy and the environment.

Synopticity seemed to pose a problem for a number of candidates, who quite carefully gave political
party views in their extended answers, but failed to link these point in terms of consensus or
contrasting viewpoints.
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Question 1

This question asked candidates to explain how taxation policies have been used to redistribute
income since 1997. However, many candidates treated these two key concepts separately, choosing to
address only one of the issues in their answer. As a result, a substantial number of responses explained
only general taxation policies or attempted to address the issue of whether or not income has been
redistributed, failing to link the two concepts.

A surprising number of candidates also entirely misunderstood the concept of redistribution of income,
and chose to answer a question of their choosing on welfare benefits in general. A worrying number of
candidates also chose to focus their answers entirely on Working Tax and Child Tax Credits, suggesting
that they had been preparing for an answer on the impact of benefits introduced under New Labour.
Similarly, many candidates displayed excellent, but unfortunately largely irrelevant, knowledge of the
coalition’'s changes and proposals regarding the benefits system. Such answers spent a great deal of
time analysing the impact of the abolition of EMA and the new threshold for child benefit, but were
unable to relate their discussions to the question. Such responses limited candidates to a Level 1.

In terms of taxation policies, a number of candidates were able to outline changes under New Labour,
but too often these were simple descriptions of what Labour has done and unrelated to redistribution
of wealth.

Stronger candidates were able to clearly demonstrate that they understood the lack of redistributive
policies under New Labour as well as a range of policies that taxation policies such as ‘stealth taxes'
and the new tier of income tax, while at the same time showing an awareness that arguably there was
some redistribution of income with tax cuts and new higher tax rates. It was not essential to refer

to the coalition to access level 3, but to reach the top of the level candidates would be expected to
display an awareness of the focus of the coalition on spending cuts rather than redistribution.

Candidates achieving level 2 provided less detail and analysis of the extent to which tax policies
redistributed income. Such responses were often one-sided, focusing only on the lack of redistribution
or on policies that arguably did redistribute income such as the 10p tax band.
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Plus

Examiner Comments

This candidate clearly understands the key concept of redistribution of income and is able to concisely outline
their argument in the introduction. The idea that taxation policies have been used to redistribute income is
then argued with direct links to specific policies. The candidate is then able to address the "to what extent”
part of the question by posing a counter-argument, again with reference to specific policies. The depth of
knowledge and analysis of how far policies redistributed income make this a top level 3 response. 14/15.

Examiner Tip

Candidates need to have a full understanding of the associated key concepts in each area of study; including
a concise definition in the introduction signals an awareness of what the question requires.

Candidates should also aim to have knowledge of specific policies that have been introduced that they can
then apply to their answers- particularly under New Labour and now the coalition government.




GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3A

Question 2

This was the most popular short-answer question. Candidates often demonstrated excellent
knowledge of the anti-terrorism measures introduced under New Labour. However, this was not always
clearly related to why such measures were criticised. Few candidates assessed the effectiveness of
such measures, choosing to focus on their impact on civil liberties alone.

Stronger candidates were able to demonstrate knowledge of a range of specific anti-terrorism laws
and measures. Many candidates were able to reference detention without trial, control orders and
stop-and-search powers. Level 3 answers should have demonstrated an awareness of the specific
impact of measures on civil liberties, for example referencing the clash with the Human Rights

Act and the European Convention of Human Rights. Responses which only discussed the impact of
measures on human rights in general terms remained in Level 2. A number of candidates were able to
attain the top of level 3, with some excellent discussions of the lack of effectiveness of the measures
as well as their impact on civil liberties.

Disappointingly, a number of candidates relied on generalisations regarding racial discrimination

in their attempts to criticise the measures without specific evidence to back up their points. Such
responses would be limited to Level 1, unless candidates were able to link such points to the impact
on civil liberties or the effectiveness of such measures- extending their analysis in this way would
allow candidates to reach level 2.
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Examiner Comments

This response begins with a vague reference to 'an anti-terrorism act’, suggesting that the knowledge
demonstrated will be quite limited. The candidate shows they are aware of only one measure- detention
without charge- but only in very basic terms, and only offer one solid criticism regarding the impact on
Human Rights. There is an attempt to use up-to-date knowledge, with a reference to the coalition, but again
in only general terms and with no understanding of the contrasting positions of the Conservatives and the
\Liberal Democrats on detention without charge. 5/15.
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Examiner Comments

This response offers a clear contrast to the previous one- the first paragraph is specific about how detention
without charge has changed and who and why it has been criticised. The second paragraph examines a second
measure, and is able to make the quite sophisticated point that the coalition government is divided over

the issue- further development of this point could have included why the Conservative position is in direct
opposition to the Liberal Democrats, or reference to party ideologies.
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Question 3

A surprising number of candidates misread this question and so answered a question of their choosing
on the benefit system in general, rather than on universal welfare benefits. As a result, many
responses focused on assessing the reasons for means-tested benefits such as EMA or tax credits to the
exclusion of any analysis of universal benefits.

Those candidates who did understand the key concept of the question generally began their answers
with a definition of the term, and were able to relate this to the basic advantage of universal benefits
of upholding the founding principles of the welfare state. However, this was where many candidates'
attempts at analysis stopped, leading to a large nhumber of one-sided responses focusing on the
disadvantages.

Stronger candidates were able to relate the advantages of universal benefits to a discussion about
selective universality or the disadvantages of means-testing.

Less strong candidates were only able to reference one universal benefit, such as child benefit or the
NHS, but often went on to develop an argument about benefit fraud and abuse of the system rather
than focusing on the question.
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Examiner Comments

This response begins with a common mistake, referencing a non-universal benefit (Family Tax Credit).
However, the bulk of the answer does focus on universal benefits, allowing the candidate to gain credit for
the relevant points offered.

There is an attempt to offer a balanced answer, however the arguments offered are undeveloped and lacking
detail. For example, the discussion of the changes to child benefit contains some errors, and does not really
kmake a clear point about the benefit as an advantage or disadvantage for universality. 8/15.
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Question 4

This question elicited a wide range of responses. The environment has become a more popular
question, but unfortunately a substantial number of candidates chose to focus their answer on
environmental policy in general rather than on the specific area of transport. Those responses that did
focus on transport policy were often limited in scope, choosing to discuss motoring policy and ignoring
other key areas such as rail and aviation. Such responses were also often very one-sided, arguing

that New Labour policy had been very green because of policies such as fuel duty and variation in car
taxation, or choosing only to describe policies that could have been described as green.

Stronger candidates were able to assess the rationale for specific New Labour policies and compare
them to opposition and now coalition policies, and in some instances quite sophisticated links were
made between the political climate and the ability to introduce green policies, such as Kyoto targets
and the abolition of the expansion of Heathrow.

A significant number of candidates, however, are still confusing policies with those responsible for
them; for instance, attributing the congestion charge to the New Labour government and Kyoto to the
Conservative Party, showing the need for substantial knowledge of specific policies.
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Plus

Examiner Comments

This response shows how a candidate can link specific policies to analysis of the 'to what extent' part of the
question. The candidate demonstrates knowledge of policies from the pre-1997 Conservative government
through to the current coalition government, and is able to reference who made certain criticisms of policies.
12/15.
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Question 5

The growing consensus on law and order in recent years is well established; however, there have been
quite distinct policies between the main parties in key areas such as policing that candidates should
have been aware of. There were, nonetheless, a surprising number of candidates who accepted the
disagreement part of the question at face value and therefore did not analyse the 'to what extent' part
of the question. There were also, unfortunately, a number of candidates who focused on law and order
in general rather than policing, or who produced very narrow responses on single issues such as the
'surveillance state’ or anti-terror laws.

There were some excellent responses from stronger candidates, who were able to make quite
sophisticated analyses of the traditional ideological differences between the Conservatives and the
Liberal Democrats, and how these differences have not always been reflected in recent policy. These
discussions often led on to an evaluation of the coalition agreement on policing, proving how well
some candidates have grasped the 'Key Issues' aspect of this paper.

Less strong candidates often chose to focus their answers on very historical aspects of policing policy,
examining policy under Thatcher and Major, with sometimes no references at all to post-1997 policy.
Answers which only focused on describing policing policy with no attempt at addressing the analytical
part of the question were also very limited; such responses also often lacked any understanding of

specific policies and used generalities such as ‘increase police power' with no reference to what has
been done/proposed.
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Plus

Examiner Comments

This is a typical generic response to the question. The candidate attempts to show an understanding of
recent policy, as this paper requires, but has only learnt about proposed changes in quite general terms
-less bureaucracy and more police and police powers. These are the only references to specific policy in
this response, and make no comparison to Labour policies other than in general terms of agreement or
disagreement.

Because the answer does directly address the question as set, is focused on the topic of policing and does
attempt to discuss agreement/disagreement, it does merit a level 2 mark. However, because the knowledge is
kso basic and the analysis so general, this mark only reaches the bottom of level 2. 6/15.
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Examiner Comments

In contrast to the previous clip, this candidates outlines specific policies and offers clear analysis of
opposition party agreements or disagreements in some areas.
Because of the range of knowledge of policies and party views displayed, and the coherence of this answer,

the candidate merits a low level 3. However, more balance on areas of consensus in recent years would move
this answer further through the level. 11/15.
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Question 6

This was the most popular essay question.

There were a wide range of responses to this question, from the less strong to the extremely able.
There were also a wide range of approaches to answering this question- some candidates chose to
discuss the welfare state in general, with examples from key areas such as the NHS and education,
whilst others chose to focus their analysis on one key area (usually the NHS) with comparisons to the
other areas of welfare.

Most responses accepted the claim, citing Labour's historical record, and indeed as in previous years,
less strong candidates spent too much time detailing the history of the creation of the NHS rather
than analysing who would be most likely to protect it.

However, a substantial number of candidates were able to use the recent coalition cuts and proposals
to suggest that perhaps the NHS is not in danger under the coalition, and many of these responses
were able to link such policies to the economic climate- suggesting that although Labour currently
disagree with many proposals, they may not have been able to avoid similar reforms (particularly of
the NHS and tuition fees) if they had had to continue to deal with the recession.

Stronger candidates were able to link such arguments to changes made under New Labour- such as
target-setting, the use of ‘'market forces’, increased prescription charges, small changes to the pension
etc-and how these suggested that the welfare state might not have been entirely safe under Labour
either.

The less strong responses did not go beyond outlining the traditional views of the main parties in
supporting/criticising the welfare state, and used these to form simplistic arguments on the basis
of the Conservatives wanting to slash spending and privatise more, compared to Labour's desire to
increase spending and 'save’ the NHS.

The majority of candidates scored marks for synopticity on this question, as most candidates did
attempt a balanced answer, so offering contrasting viewpoints on who would keep the welfare

state safe. The strongest responses were able to cite New Labour policies that suggested keeping

the welfare state as it had been when it was founded was not their main priority, and that the way
the welfare state is treated by various governments depends on the economic climate of the time.
Contrasts were made by a number of candidates between pre-coalition Conservative and Liberal
Democrat policies, which also scored synopticity marks, particularly those responses that were able
to explain the context of the change in Liberal Democrat education policies. Candidates who used the
change in policies on tuition fees and EMA to merely criticise the Liberal Democrats, however, would
not have scored synopticity marks, as this would not show an contrasting views.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate clearly understands the need to refer to specific policies and how to construct a reasoned
and logical response to the question. Synopticity is included from the very beginning, with the introduction
outlining both Labour supporters viewpoints and contrasting them with coalition criticisms. This skill is
then demonstrated throughout the essay, which tries to address both sides of the case and comes to a solid
conclusion. Level 3 on all assessment objectives, 37/45.
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Examiner Comments

This response is quite basic- while the candidate is able to reference some of the coalition's policies, there
is little contrast with the New Labour government and no synopticity. While the candidate does mention
Thatcher's viewpoints and argues that Cameron is trying to bring Thatcher's ideas back, this point is accepted
as fact and no opposing or alternative viewpoint is offered. Some of the points made are also very general,
such as that students abuse EMA and that is why it is being scrapped, and that the welfare system was
mismanaged by Gordon Brown allowing money to be given out "completely carelessly”.

The generalities of the arguments made and the obvious gaps in the candidate's knowledge made this a very
\weak answer. 12/45.
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Question 7

This question saw the most limited answers across the paper from candidates, particularly in terms
of synopticity. A sizeable number of candidates chose to only address one side of the argument, and
unfortunately many candidates chose to answer a question of their own choosing on how the Labour
government handled the recession, suggesting that they had revised heavily from the June 2010 paper.

Candidates should have been aware that governments are no longer the main factor shaping economic
policy, and could have referred to points including the withdrawal of government from strategic areas
of the economy, the devolving of power over interest rates, the impact of globalisation and the impact
of EU membership. Counter-points could have included that governments still set taxation levels and
decide distribution of expenditure in key areas, that agencies such as the Bank of England are still
answerable to the government, that the UK is a leading player in international bodies and that the UK
has retained monetary control in Europe.

Very few candidates were able to construct an argument around multiple points, and most relied
heavily on the devolution of power to the Bank of England and the impact of the sub-prime market
collapse in the USA. Surprisingly few candidates referred to the impact of the EU or the fact that the
UK has not yet joined the Eurozone.

Stronger candidates focused on the Bank of England, discussing its power over interest rates and how
the recession impacted on this, rather than assessing these as separate points. The best responses
were able to evaluate how much impact government control of interest rates would have had on the
recession in light of increasing globalisation. Such responses were also able to evaluate the impact of
Gordon Brown and international bodies on the economic crisis. Some candidates were able to directly
and analytically relate this to whether or not the UK government could have prevented the crisis or
lessened its impact through control of the economy, citing examples such as the Northern Rock bailout
as an example of government action.

In terms of synopticity, candidates should have been able to discuss contrasting party views on
governments’ handling of the economy, for example how the Conservatives reacted to the powers
given to the Bank of England and how they believed it would impact on the control of the economy,
and indeed how they reacted to the economic crisis and to what extent they blamed New Labour or
accepted the globalisation argument. Other strands of contrasting viewpoints included how Keynesian
policies impact on control of the economy, compared to neo-liberalism and globalisation theories.
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Examiner Comments

This response is an excellent example of how a candidate can weave synoptic points in to their argument.
A clear line of argument is followed from the outset, as the candidate sets out their analysis in the

first introductory paragraph.

Throughout the response, the candidate logically argues their case, backing up their points with examples,
but also offering opposing views as counter-points. This allows them to reach level 3 across the assessment
\objectives. 35/45.
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Question 8

Once again the essay on the environment was the least popular option, but in contrast to June 2010,
this question saw a sizeable number of high level responses.

The less strong responses were ones where candidates talked about the main parties’ views in general
terms, with little reference to specific policies. Some candidates relied entirely on the ideological
positions of the main parties, with no reference to actions taken by various governments or to current
views on climate change.

There were also a number of responses who focused their answers entirely on one party, usually the
Labour Party. Such responses often accepted the quote at face value and regurgitated what could have
been an answer to Question 4 on transport policies.

Those candidates who were able to reference New Labour policies often failed to contrast these
with other political parties, thus losing marks for synopticity, or were only able to construct a basic
evaluation of the Conservative Party's green credentials. Again, however, such evaluations often only
outlined the 'vote blue, go green’ aspect of Conservative Party beliefs, with no reference to specific
party policy either in opposition or in coalition.

Stronger candidates were able to outline both New Labour policies such as the Kyoto targets, transport
policies, renewable energy such as wind farms and the Climate Change Levy, while also offering

a critique of the apparent success of such policies. The best responses were able to increase the
synopticity marks they gained for such a critique by directly comparing such policies to Conservative
and Liberal Democrat criticisms and also to what extent such policies depended on the political

and economic climate of the day. There were also some innovative responses which offered the
environmentalist and the ecologist views of government and opposition policies, again earning
synopticity marks.

A number of candidates were also able to offer high-level responses that focused on policies from the
May 2010 manifestoes, often developing discussions on how Conservative and Liberal Democrat policies
in particular have developed since the formation of the coalition.
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Plus

Examiner Comments

This candidate has written a fairly lengthy answer, but refers to very few specific policies designed to tackle
climate change. There is an attempt to directly address the question, but the analysis offered is of general
beliefs about the environment and public transport, keeping the marks in the lower range of level 2 across
the assessment objectives. 23/45.

Examiner Tip

Extended answers would be much improved by more detailed references to specific policies- in this case, such
as Labour's Kyoto-inspired targets and the Climate Change Levy (AO1). Further analysis of the extent to which
the quote offered for discussion is acceptable- in this case whether these policies are designed to tackle
climate change, or if they are driven by international commitments or economic means would help improve
the AO2 and also the synopticity marks- particularly if criticisms by other political parties or sources like
kestablished green pressure groups was offered.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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