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Introduction

January 2011 saw an increased cohort sitting the examination - the third continual rise. It is becoming
clear that more centres feel confident that the paper is accessible for many who commenced the
study of politics in the September intake. The boost to numbers perhaps comes in the wake of an
increased interest in politics which follows a General Election year.

The most popular choice in terms of questions was Question 4 on democracy, followed by Question 2
on pressure groups wWhich for the first time on this paper fell to second choice. The margin between
the two was minimal and both of the two former questions were the combined choice of many
candidates.

Political parties remains the least popular in terms of candidate choice, but very often when this
question was taken it was invariably well handled with high marks being earned in the process.
Question 1 was popular but there were clear areas where centres need to take note and clarify
certain key aspects of the specification. These are now detailed.
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Question 1

Most candidate responses failed to access level three for both questions B and C of this question,
though the A section at the beginning offered few problems. Many failed for part B to understand

the key distinction between majoritarian representation and majoritarian electoral systems, so went
into the examination having prepared for a question on AV, SV or such like and then describing the
key features of these systems. Marks were awarded, however, for pointing out how proportional
representation systems and majoritarian systems worked and most candidates could make an implicit
point at least that majoritarian representation tends to result in the dominance of one party of the
chamber. The difference between representation and electoral systems needs to be made much
clearer.

The vast majority of candidates managed to write a considerable amount on this question. Some of
them missed the focus of the question and wrote entirely on the advantages and disadvantages of
FPTP and therefore tended to do no better than mid level 2. More candidates tried to come to terms
with the question as set but failed to go beyond trying to explain that FPTP provides strength and
stability in normal times but that 2010 was an exception that may or may not become the norm. A few
stronger candidates distinguished between strength and stability and introduced previous examples
of minority governments and pacts e.g. 1974 Lib-Lab, whilst the very best furnished examples of
Governments with parliamentary majorities lacking strength, e.g. Major, Brown, whilst stressing that
coalitions can bring strength. The weakness was making an implicit assumption that coalitions are
automatically weak which is not accurate or correct: weakness can emerge from the Westminster
electoral system when it delivers majorities.
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This was a typical response to the A section and as noted this caused little difficulty.

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 Question 2 [
Question 3 [ Question 4 [
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip
The response lists a whole host of factors relevant This response earned more marks as it was able
to the response, representation, participation, to expand and give more detail from the real
choice, accountability, legitimacy and education. political worlds on the link between elections
Furthermore, some of these are exemplified and and democracy. This shows wider knowledge
given detail which earns top marks. and understanding which can be rewarded.

o1
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This proved to be a challenging question for many candidates and responses that achieved level 3 were
not common with a majority of candidates failing to score more than 5 or 6 marks at best. Most candi-
dates understood the concept of PR and most could usually provide an example, linking it to the likely
consequences of elections held under it. A number of candidates even went on to provide precise
details of the details of such systems. The concept of majoritarian representation was not well under-
stood. There was a general understanding that it was a ‘winner takes all’ system and many candidates
could provide examples of FPTP, SV and AV but there was confusion surrounding a precise definition. A
significant number of candidates stated that at least 50% of the votes were needed and few introduced
such terms as plurality. Centres could possibly look at preparing candidates with sharper definitions of
such concepts.

0 N\ | -'L“"\\CMW AW e eRon. ¢ u:\(“& e BT e
W’P‘\fﬂ\* Nexon. cre. oo, %JI,.S{'M(@g t’{\'i
k\m@c& o I |
Nl h%mk__c_u a0 e @wa\o&\w\ Carhandan.
...... Lf\ Coa Mﬂ\sbr"\ C’-Q JC\\JD RN "(’Cu(%\:? N \&(‘B
LROMsenk-edd . B Pb(xm@ﬁ&‘ R ManeT of!
....C.CJ("V\MQP\Q; \r\ O enancyess edeckion,. {&wm
.k.x_.,.&_.‘.\"-..-i\._'\(\i. Pa&x oA Mouse al. CE pg
ok A A O \Qoconsade. K\J\O\x Wo \(f\
etk ece b entaen:
| Lg}:mwﬂc—c‘qxw Q’np e ’Qtﬁ (\ a.ffu wwxlr \\( N

ﬁ_f@m_.-m M:r& 9&@;@ v Qm(r(hcm m \_:_f:j:?t en. .
Q’h onhse.,. 30‘“\“3 Cone. Daﬁws \g WATIG O T
LR e sk ol neea, daas - oA o e e -
30 s et el Hao 2eods . Ko Hoose
C}f Lo o, QOF hch@c& Qi CONSD huenty,
L’E}\M | ]rk(‘_(f’\ LeXeD




GCE Government & Politics 6GP0O1 01

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Here on section B there is only a tangential link to the question. There is no conception essentially of
majoritarian representation whereas there is some link with proportional representation.

r

Ensure the conceptual nature of some political topics. Here representation is clarified from the practical
applications of that concept in this case voting systems.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
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Examiner Comments

Here the candidate has accurately referenced both majoritarian and proportional representation. It is both
precise and focused on the question.
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A generally well addressed question with certain caveats. Weaker answers dwelt heavily on the
general one-party government outcome vs. the 2010 election result but many stronger candidates
were willing to challenge the assumption that coalition government is always ‘weak’. A few also

considered that single-party government may not be ‘strong’. The pitfall was an exclusive focus on
the ‘general pros and cons of First Past the Post’.
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Examiner Comments

By contrast this is a less strong response, there is a lack of balance and a distinct lack of political reference.
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The strength of this answer is that it does keep in focus the set question of strong and stable government and

furthermore it makes reference to examples to maintain that focus.
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Question 2

This question was popular and nearly all candidates were very clear on part A. Not all candidates
understood what was meant by direct action, muddling up with lobbying and insider groups having
‘direct access’. There was very good use of examples - particularly the tuitions fees protest. C
was generally well answered with lots of knowledge about the different measures of success but
sometimes not very well balanced or analysed.

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 5% Question2 X
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Examiner Comments

This is a mid range response. The supporting detail and embellishment is limited although Greenpeace is
cited. More detail and depth would earn a higher reward

Examiner Tip

The candidate here has not used examples to fully detail the difference between the two; given the vast
amount of material available to do this it is a missed opportunity.
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Chosen Question Number: Question 1 ] Question2 X
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

Here the candidate has provided the depth The move from a mid-range response to a top range
and scope absent in the previous example and response is often the detail and supporting evidence
collects maximum reward in the process. which develops the knowledge and understanding.
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This question was not answered quite as well as expected. The question was in two parts. Candidates
did not range as expansively as perhaps expected. They tended to concentrate on a narrow range of
methods such as protests, demonstrations and stunts, legal and otherwise with common illustrations
including Fathers for Justice, Greenpeace, ALF and the recent student fees protest. Strikes, sit ins,
internet etc were less commonly developed. Many candidates clearly understood why such tactics
were used including outsider groups, effectiveness of such methods and publicity.

A good number of candidates scored almost as many marks and occasionally more for AO2 than AO1
which is somewhat unusual. A significant minority of candidates included insider activities such as
lobbying as direct action or stated that direct access equated to direct action and it clearly does not,
where this arose candidates earned little if any credit for this part of their response.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate shows a mid range response, there is a lack of detail on the both aspects of the how & why
components of the question, with a dominance of the 'why'.
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The vast majority of the candidates did grasp the point of the question and did attempt to look at
size as a factor. Many provided information about the power and influence of larger groups with
examples to support the basic thrust of the question. Less strong candidates tended to agree with the
assumption and did not offer the counter argument which meant they could rarely achieve more than
mid level 2. There were, pleasingly a significant number who went further, arguing that size is only
one of a number of factors including structure, leadership, finance, media, celebrity endorsement,
ideology and insider/outsider status.

The strongest answers included examples of large groups not achieving success eg anti war marches,
countryside alliance, TUC and of smaller groups who were extremely successful including NFU, BMA,
ASH and the Gurkhas. There were a limited number of excellent answers dealing with the issue of size
and giving a well illustrated and balanced viewpoint.
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This is a good example of a level three response. It refers to political theory and is supported by accurate
examples.

Examiner Tip

The hallmark of a good level three response is the ability to analyse and evaluate. This often considers
differing political viewpoints which are contested.
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Question 3

Question 3 was the least popular of candidates’ responses. Possibly for this reason, it tended to
elicit a narrower range of answers, with responses tending towards the higher levels of the grade
boundaries. In respect of part B, many responses showed appropriate knowledge of the nature of
Thatcherism with use of relevant language such as free market capitalism, Euroscepticism and

so on, and a contextual awareness of these ideas in relation to Conservative government policy.
Consequently, this had a tendency to spill over into part C, with some candidates falling into the trap
of continuing to analyse Thatcherism or relating the movement exclusively to the Conservative Party
and thus failing to address the true nature of the question. Less able candidates overlooked the
influence of other movements such as One Nation conservatism, and only made cursory references
to either Labour or the Liberal Democrats. More able candidates were able to address the synoptic
nature of the question and draw on the similarities and differences between the parties in this
respect.

This proved to be an accessible question with many candidates gaining 4 marks for a definition of two
factors plus a development of each.

The most common responses included the functions to formulate policies and provide a manifesto,
to contest elections and for the provision of officers in government both nationally and locally. Less
common was the provision of education. As with Q2c the difference in candidates lay in the depth of
description and/or illustration. Fewer candidates went on to earn an additional mark for such depth
and illustration of a particular point
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Examiner Comments

This does not achieve full marks, the material presented is correct but it moves to make evaluative comments
and this is not required for part A.

Examiner Tip

Stick to clear facts and precise detail for section A parts on Unit 1. Critical comments do not have the scope
to be rewarded even if they are correct!
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Chosen Question Number: Question 1 E1 Question 2 [ ———

Question 3 K Question4 [

Examiner Tip

Here we do move to gain some clarity but It is possible to reach a maximum of three marks
the function of office seeking is defined for one function here; hence how well one aspect
more clearly than representation. is defined determines if you reach that maximum.
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Question 3
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Examiner Comments
By contrast this response can be seen to be producing correct detail but is in a level below the former

example.
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Responses to Q3 generally indicated a clear understanding of Thatcherism as a description of new right
policies associated with the Conservative PM during the 1990’s. Most candidates were able to describe
a selection of specific policies, by reference to exemplars - most commonly privatisation of state
owned industries, anti-unionism, and low taxation. Such candidates were also aware of the political
shift which these policies represented and a number were clearly imbued with a strongly critical
stance which enlivened their answers but encouraged an overlap with 3c.

A pleasing number of good answers were able to structure their responses in terms of the over-riding
philosophy of ‘rolling back the state’ in both economic and social affairs and illustrate this with a

variety of specific policy examples.

Chosen Question Number: Question 1 E] Question2 [
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Examiner Comments

Here the maximum mark for A continues on with the B section. Little more could be anticipated or delivered
in the time allowed.

Examiner Tip

This candidate in A & B has combined accurate political knowledge with salient examples and illustration.
As a full response it is a good illustration of a level 3 answer throughout.
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Examiner Comments
This is a mid range response, note that the AO2 is slightly better than the AO1. There is a lack of detail which
restricts this overall response into level 2




GCE Government & Politics 6GP0O1 01

Question 4

Q4 was a popular question. Candidates were mainly strong on A and B, although weaker on analysis

for B. Some candidates would focus on the opposing arguments for B, meaning they didn’t have quite
enough points and reach their full potential. C was generally answered well with clear understanding
of referendums but they were stronger on the problems with them rather than how they could improve
democracy.

Most candidates performed well on this question, many scoring 4 marks and more. Most candidates
scored marks for identifying Parties and Pressure Groups as further means of participating and almost
all could develop their responses to include the work that could be undertaken for parties and/or the
type of activity possible by joining a pressure group such as protests and campaigning. A good number
could develop such points and use illustrations thereby achieving a maximum 5 marks. Other, less
popular responses included links to constituency MP’s, citizens juries and marches and protests not
linked to pressure groups.
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Examiner Comments

This is a typical example developing two avenues of participation.
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Examiner Tip

As continually noted, to hit full marks ensure that wherever possible the response provides examples to show
depth of knowledge and understanding.
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Question 4, unsurprisingly, attracted some heartfelt responses which moved encouragingly to engage
candidates (as they were the audience responding in the main). However, less able candidates were
beguiled by their ability to speak from personal experience and to concentrate too heavily on a narrow
fairness argument, dominated frequently by the tuition fees issue.

It was encouraging to learn, however, of the universal belief in the power of 16-18 year olds to rescue
political participation from its downward spiral! The question received a satisfactory level of response
but tended to not often reach level 3. Many candidates included increased participation, (although
there is not necessarily a link between increased turnout if the voting age is reduced the numbers may
go up but the % who turnout will not automatically follow) parties responding with issues to attract
young people including tuition fees, the range of other ‘adult’ responsibilities that are open to 16 year
olds and better education as a result of compulsory citizenship classes in schools. AO1 tended to be
stronger than AO2 on this question.
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Q(b) This is a good example which identifies the points raised above. It reaches level 3 and is support well
with AO2 insight.

Q(c) This is a clear example of a level 3 response. It is accurate balanced and logically infers the outcome in
the UK of the increased use of referendums.
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Examiner Comments

Here the candidate is operating in a lower level than the previous example. The AO1 and AO2 are not at the
same standard.
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This was seen by Assistant Examiners as the most popular and best answered part C on the paper.

This was a standard question and candidates were, by and large, extremely well prepared for it. Most
candidates really addressed the demands of the question, relating their responses to democracy and
achieving balance, very few looked at one side of the question only. The majority of the response
included a range of factors, both for and against and even more limited candidates were scoring in
the mid to high level 2 areas. A significant number of candidates could marshal a considerable number
of factors for and against with examples of the EU referendum in 1975, the Devolution referendums

in Scotland and Wales in the late 1990s and many were aware of the forthcoming referendum in May
2011 on AV. Arguments against tended to be more varied although concerns about biased presentation
and the impact on the principle of representative democracy were most frequently cited. Very few
candidates failed to draw their answers together into a conclusion. The majority of candidates showed
a sound knowledge of the standard arguments for the use of referendums to improve democracy,
particularly those surrounding voter participation and legitimacy of Government decisions. The Iraq
war and tuition fees featured heavily as examples of the failure of Government to tap into the wishes
of ‘the people’
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This is typical of a mid range level 2 response. There is balance but there is lacking a level of analysis and
knowledge which is the hallmark of a level 3 response.

Examiner Tip

Although in terms of content and analysis there is scope to improve what is refreshing here in the response
is the structure and layout. We have paragraphs and lines of argument encapsulated and presented for the
examiner.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspxA generally well addressed
question with certain caveats. Weaker answers dwelt heavily on the general one-party
government outcome vs. the 2010 election result but many stronger candidates were
willing to challenge the assumption that coalition government is always ‘weak’. A few also
considered that single-party government may not be ‘strong’. The pitfall was an exclusive
focus on the ‘general pros and cons of First Past the Post’.
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