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 Introduction 
 This was the second 'summer' sitting of Unit 1 and overall performance indicates that centres 
and candidates are now better prepared for the demands of the paper. In terms of popularity, 
the question on pressure groups attracted marginally the greater number of candidates as one 
of the two choices; however in terms of performance and raw scores candidates performed 
marginally better once again on the question on democracy. This reiterates previous comments 
that popularity and performance do not necessarily equate.

This was a General Election year and although the paper was set some time before its 
announcement, a detailed knowledge of outcomes of the 2010 results was not expected; however 
at the same time it could serve to advance candidate performance as any other political event. It 
would be rare if a student of Politics had not been infl uenced by and taken note of the events in 
May. The outcome was that for the vast majority of candidates, the General Election was a huge 
revision boost and it was used well. 
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  Question 1 
 As noted, the question on pressure groups always attracts a large number of candidates, and sadly 
performance has failed to match this popularity. The weakest area concerns the distribution of power 
in the body politic with the actions of pressure groups have to be evaluated.

Pluralism and elitism are at the core of the pressure group power spectrum. It was disappointing to 
see that a large section of candidates ignored power and pressure groups altogether and introduced 
tangential issues to deal with these two concepts. Often pluralism simply meant toleration (there is a 
connection but it does not replace an accurate defi nition) and elitism, a type of mafi a grouping who 
dominate society with wealth or birthright. 

  Question 1(a)

As noted it was a minority who managed to attain high scores. Many merely provided a defi nition of 
toleration for pluralism and a depiction of a public school section for elitism. Pluralism and elitism 
are not nearly as well known and defi ned by candidates as is desirable.  
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Examiner Tip

All key terms need to be learnt. Be ready for these 
to be part of the longer questions but they may 
often appear for short defi nitions on part (a).

Examiner Comments

The response crucially notes power and 
its dispersal or concentration. Secondly it 
identifi es the two concepts as 'opposites' and 
the principles which they are concerned with.

Examiner Comments

Here is a candidate who writes at length but barely picks up any marks. 
A precise and accurate defi nition is not presented to us.
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Question 1(b)

Few candidates found this part (b) diffi cult. A minority moved to describe ‘types’ of pressure groups 
and their tactics which is not exactly the same as their functions. What came through particularly 
well were the educative function and the scrutiny function of pressure groups. Impressively more 
candidates are furnishing their responses with contemporary examples which displays their knowledge 
and understanding.

   



5

Government and Politics 6GP01

   

      

       

 
 
   Question 1(c)

This was not a ‘new’ question and as such presented few problems for candidates. If issues arose, it 
was often because there was a lack of balance in the response and occasionally candidates tended to 
present all the good things and all the bad things surrounding pressure groups and thus marginalised 
the credit which they could receive.    

     

Examiner Tip

This response shows how precision and 
clarity are crucial. Three functions are 
dealt with and the examples are up to date 
and accurate. Try to link your understanding 
of pressure groups to current events.

Examiner Comments

This is a succinct response, three functions are 
identifi ed with a good example in each case which 
illustrates the defi nition. This shows that precision 
is a crucial element in reaching level 3 marks.
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Examiner Tip

When as is often the case that the (c) 
response opens with the phrase 'To what 
extent...' a balanced response is required. 
That balance does not necessarily have to be 
exactly split 50/50 but it must be accepted 
that there are at least two common 
perspectives or sides to the debate.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a mid range response. There 
is balance but the depth and scope is restricted. 
More could be advanced and developed. Examples 
are used but they are to an extent either dated 
or generalist. The reference to the miners is not 
anachronistic but there is much more contemporary 
material to use and bring the response to life.
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  Question 2 
 As with the previous question on pressure groups, a good few candidates were weak in part (a) but 
then recovered in parts (b) and (c). It is worth noting that for parts (a) and (b), countries other 
that the UK can be referenced. For part (a), the example of illegitimacy often came from Burma or 
Zimbabwe and for part (b) representative democracy was contrasted quite often with the Athenian 
model. 

  Question 2(a)

Candidates were often perplexed by the term legitimacy and gave some very vague defi nitions It 
was an area where few full mark responses were seen. Elections were often cited as a source of 
legitimacy with few other avenues exampled.  
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 Question 2(b)

This proved a very straightforward question. All candidates had to do was to explain three 
positive features of representative democracy. Often this was done in contrast to the fl aws of 
direct democracy which was fi ne.  

     

Examiner Tip

Occasionally a question may be very direct and ask for an example to support a defi nition; 
here it is absent. However defi nitions of concepts supported by examples are a sure way 
of maximising marks. Often concepts are easier to explain and detail with an example.

Examiner Comments

Here is an example of a candidate who has marshalled a defi nition plus a 
wide range of examples to help clarify the concept.
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 Question 2(c)

Quite often candidates were able to write developed answers to this question and to draw on a 
vast hinterland of information in the process. These often included issues such as the constitution 
and the more recent expenses saga. It was not uncommon and it proved very expedient for many 
candidates to use this as a report on the previous Labour's government’s democratic. 

record.     

Examiner Tip

Examiners do not credit on the length of the response, 
but here the answer provided is minimalist. Ensure 
that for a question which seeks three aspects, each 
one is given due credence and attention to detail.

Examiner Comments

Here the brevity of the response means that 
only three marks are collected for AO1, with 
no evidence presented to gain AO2 marks.
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Examiner Tip

Democracy in the UK is a key feature of Unit 1. 
In preparation for this, ensure that you have up 
to date examples to show you can appreciate the 
constant evolution of the UK's democratic system.

Examiner Comments

Here both sides of the question are debated. It 
is clearly into level 3 territory with analysis and 
evaluation embedded in the response.
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  Question 3 
 Political parties continue to remain the least popular topic. However, what was lost on popularity was 
made up with quality. It became clear that centres who opt for this topic have prepared candidates 
well and they performed at high levels. Perhaps the boost of the ever so recent election sharpened 
minds and broadened the area upon which to comment. As always there is scope to improve and 
advance knowledge and the following scripts selection aims to do that. 

  Question 3(a)

The difference between left wing and right wing political ideas was handled remarkably well. Many 
gave the origins of the term (though this was not a prerequisite) from the French Revolutionary era. 
The most common link for illustrating the distinction asked for, was the ideas of the Labour and 
Conservative Parties.  
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 Question 3(b)

On the surface this can be covered with the dichotomy between Old and New Labour. In reality 
much of that debate, although not sterile has seen the ground beneath it move in recent years. The 
Party has more divisions over policy and approach in recent times. These include overseas policy 
(Iraq & Afghanistan), economic policy and constitutional issues. As such this latter approach is more 
contemporary and realistic of the issues which segment sections of the current Labour Party.  

     

Examiner Tip

On the previous 2(a) question, legitimacy can be 
identifi ed with its opposite, illegitimacy. Here on this 
question both extremes are presented. All that is required 
is to highlight the key points of each. Again as with all 
concepts the response does not have to be solely built on 
UK examples and here many candidates cited fascism and 
communism in their depiction of left and right wing ideas.

Examiner Comments

A clearly constructed answer linking 
political doctrines to left and right 
wing. It shows an impressive level of 
knowledge and understanding with the 
links to socialism and right wing views.
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Examiner Tip

All parties are collections or groupings of 
ideas. There exists factions within each. It 
is vital that you identify the factions within 
both the Conservative and Labour Parties.

Examiner Comments

This is a good example of an answer that tries 
to bridge the gap noted above. It acknowledges 
the Old v New Labour factions, but also 
examines ideas and policy divides in the Party.
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   Question 3(c)

The request for policy and ideas hints that we can see two levels of material here for this question. 
The ideas, the principles of a political party and the policies, the actions they implement (or wish to 
implement) when in offi ce. Many candidates identifi ed that there has been a move to the centre in a 
post Thatcher type of consensus. In terms of policy this means a good deal of posturing over common 
held views. In practice the recent General Election provided a mass of detail for policy divergence.  
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Examiner Tip

Politics is a 'fast' moving subject. It is more than likely that 
a new Labour leader in the latter part of this year will 
create change in policy and direction in the Party, just as the 
Conservative Coalition has meant changed policy. The only 
secure route here is to keep as much up to date a possible.

Examiner Comments

This answer is at the borderline for Level 
3. It is half historical (and correct) with 
some moves to illustrate contemporary 
similarities and divisions. This latter part 
is the weaker section of the response.
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  Question 4 
 This was one of the best informed and answered questions on the paper. It caused very few 
problems or ambiguities. Parts (a) and (b)were handled exceptionally well: the only fl aw came 
for a minority of candidates in part (c) where some took a line to condemn exclusively fi rst 
past the post rather than concentrating on the case for PR (there is a link with the latter but 
it did distract a minority). Also the question was clear in the need to establish the case FOR 
proportional representation, not the case against. AO2 marks were in the assessment and analysis 
of the alleged strengths of that case. 

  Question 4(a)

This question was not 'new' and it was often well handled by candidates. The better candidates 
could illustrate their response with accurate examples. Again the recent General Elections served 
to advance responses with clear detail.  

 



23

Government and Politics 6GP01

  

 
 
  

 Question 4(b)

This part (b) presented no diffi culties. Discrimination came in the extent and depth of the 
response. In short, how clear and detailed were the alleged advantages of fi rst past the post.  

       

Examiner Tip

When asked for 'functions', in essence it is the purpose, how 
things operate: here we need to know what elections 'do'.

Examiner Comments

This response achieves full marks for 
clarity and detail.
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Examiner Tip

As noted the recent General Election will have ignited 
interest in the subject and assisted candidates. It is 
impressive if key facts are linked and cited in answers.

Examiner Comments

Here three are detailed and the response 
moved into level 3. It does not maximise 
marks but is nonetheless a good response.
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 Question 4(c)

As indicated previously, candidates lost impetus by concentrating on fi rst past the post as 
opposed to proportional representation. Furthermore some failed to directly answer the question 
and address the question by 'making out a case in favour of'.   
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Examiner Tip

Always ensure that you have addressed 
the question. Candidates often 
underperform not because they know 
little about politics, but more because 
they do not focus on the question.

Examiner Comments

This falls partly into the above trap. A lot of time and effort 
is wasted in the realms of fi rst past the post as opposed to 
the demands of proportional representation. The question 
is addressed but vital time and effort is lost in the initial 
stages. As a consequence this remains in level 2.
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     Grade Boundaries:
N:\Non-secure Publications\2010\Examiner Reports\June\6GP01 01 LINNEYS\6GP01 Gov and 
Politics v2

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E N U

Raw mark boundary 80 49 44 39 34 30 26 0

Uniform mark scale boundary 100 80 70 60 50 40 30 0
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