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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential
· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers
· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to German. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for German. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos
All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	German H476: Listening, Reading And Writing 2: F714

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	The Environment: Pollution: Causes; Consequences; Solutions

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Listening
	· Extract 1 on recycling. Multiple choice answers.

· Extract 2 on the pollution of rivers. Answers in English.

· Extract 3 on global warming. Answers in German.
	· Extracts from textbooks, past exam papers, radio or TV.
	· Some listening activities can be teacher led, some done individually, using headphones.

· If the extract is an authentic, rather than a studio, recording, then students will need more support.
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Speaking
	· Students prepare and give a short talk on one aspect of pollution, focusing on causes, consequences and solutions (preferably each choosing a different aspect).

· Discussions of students’ talks.

· A debate on the issue of traffic problems in a town, with each student choosing a role and preparing their arguments.                         [image: image3.jpg]



· Summarising and giving opinions 
about various texts.
	· Textbooks, newspaper or magazine articles, individual research on Internet.

· Texts from past speaking exams.
	· Students should be allowed a small card with a few cues on, and must not read out a prepared speech.

· Students should be shown how to put German source material into their own words, and be made aware of the different registers of spoken and written German.
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Students should draw up lists of 
question openings and ways of 
expressing opinions, to include in the discussions.

· Depending on class size and the availability of a German Assistant, activities could either be done as pairwork, groupwork or as whole class activities.

	Reading
	· Text 1: ‘Autofreie aller Länder vereinigen sich’.

· Text 2: ‘Pflichtpfand auf Getränkedosen’.

· Text 3: ‘Klimaschutz: Töpfer kritisiert Deutschland’.

· Texts on any current environmental issue. 
	· Past papers (former specification).
· Textbooks.

· Newspaper or magazine articles.

· Websites, such as 

www.bund.net

www.spiegel.de  

www.greenpeace.de. 
	· Choose a few tasks requiring non-verbal answers (matching up etc).

· The suggested texts, from past papers, include comprehension questions in German, gap-filling exercises which require grammatical awareness, and tasks where students have to explain phrases in their own words.

· Also practise the transfer of meaning of short sections into good English. 

	Writing
	· Students choose the environmental issue that was the subject of the oral presentation of a different student, and write it up as a 250 – 400 word essay, focusing on causes, consequences and solutions.       
· Students imagine their family is 
running a hotel in a skiing resort in Austria, which is losing business because winters are getting warmer. They write a letter to the Austrian environment minister suggesting that immediate measures need to be taken against
 global warming (250 – 400 words).

	· Internet sources, as above.             

· Newspaper or magazine articles.

· Textbooks.
	· The first task should be set immediately after the oral discussions.

· The second task could follow class reading of texts on the global warming issue, or the research could be done by students individually as part of their preparation.
· Students should be trained to structure their work. 

· Lists of set phrases to use in essays could be given.

· Students should also be advised on how to use German source material, simplifying and rephrasing it in their own words. 

	Consolidation
	· Vocabulary needs to be assembled in a structured way and learnt.
· Grammatical structures need continual reinforcement.
· Students should be encouraged to watch TV and read newspapers to become aware of environmental issues currently in the news (both in English and in German).
	· Vocabulary sections of textbooks or 
A Level Vocabulary books or vocabulary sheets.
· Worksheets, grammar books, language websites.
	· Brainstorm vocabulary before each text.
· Practise making compound nouns.
· Test vocabulary weekly, formally or through games, and award prizes for good performance. 
· Practise relative clauses in definitions.
· Practise ending sentences with weil or um…zu…  

· Practise the conditional.




Sample Lesson Plan: German H476
Listening, Reading and Writing 2: F714

Listening and responding to a recording of a dialogue about an environmental issue

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning Objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to learn and practise useful strategies for approaching a listening task.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to understand the gist of the dialogue.

	Objective 3
	Students to be able to understand the detail of the dialogue.

	Objective 4
	Students to be able to respond in written German.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Much topic-specific and general vocabulary should already be known, and students will already be familiar with listening tasks from AS as well as from other topics studied.
Content

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Practise the accurate transcription of familiar and unfamiliar words from the text: read out ten or more key words from the passage, one by one. Then go over them, paying attention to capital letters, umlauts etc, and recapping pronunciation rules. Ensure students know the meaning of all new vocabulary. Then ask what they think the text will be about.

	10 minutes
	Students should be given the questions in German relating to the recording they are about to hear. They should read them through, asking for clarification of vocabulary as they do so. They may then be able to anticipate more details of the dialogue they are about to hear. They should also look at the title.

Look at the formation of the questions, and encourage students to suggest the grammatical construction that might be appropriate in the answer.

	10 -15 minutes
	Students are told to listen to the dialogue once from beginning to end, to ascertain length and get an overall impression. Then they can play it again, as often as they like within the overall time limit, and write answers to the questions. They should be encouraged to write answers in rough first.

If possible, individual headphones should be used, but the teacher could play the recording centrally, pausing and repeating as appropriate.

	5 minutes
	Students should check their work, ensuring that their answers make sense and are grammatically accurate. Meanwhile hand out a transcript to each student, face down.

	5-10 minutes 
	Students mark their own work for comprehension, under the teacher’s guidance, using the transcript as an aid. Students highlight appropriate phrases on their transcript. (The teacher takes in the work to assess the language.)


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	In pairs students identify one or two areas that they could improve.

	5 minutes
	Definitions game: one student gives a definition in German of an item of vocabulary from the text, and the others guess what it is.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.
Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Oxford University Press (OUP) is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Modern Foreign Languages.
Oxford University Press (OUP) is producing the following resources for OCR GCE German for first teaching in September 2008, which will be available in Spring 2008 (AS) and Spring 2009 (A2).

Adler, A. Zeitgeist für OCR AS Students’ Book (2008) ISBN: 9780199153503
McCrorie, M. Zeitgeist für OCR AS Teacher’s Book (2008) ISBN: 9780199153534
Adler, A, McCrorie, M, Hunt, M, and Sauer, D. Zeitgeist für OCR AS Audio CDs (2008) ISBN: 9780199153558
Parker, C. Zeitgeist für OCR AS Resource & Assessment OxBox CD-ROM (2008) ISBN: 9780199153992

Friedmann, M. Zeitgeist für OCR AS Self-Study Guide & CD-ROM (2008) ISBN: 9780199153756
McCrorie, M, and Hunt, M. Zeitgeist Grammar Workbook & CD-ROM (2008) ISBN: 9780199153497
Adler, A. Zeitgeist für OCR A2 Students’ Book (2009) ISBN: 9780199153527
Adler, A. Zeitgeist für OCR A2 Teacher’s Book (2009) ISBN: 9780199153596
Adler, A. Zeitgeist für OCR A2 Audio CDs (2009) ISBN: 9780199153572
Parker, C. Zeitgeist für OCR A2 Resource & Assessment OxBox CD-ROM (2009) ISBN: 9780199153954

McCrorie, M. Zeitgeist für OCR A2 Self-Study Guide & CD-ROM (2009) ISBN: 9780199154012
Approved publications 

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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