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Introduction
At this stage of a specification with only one year left, it is fair to suggest that an Examiner’s 
Report of candidate performance is probably read with less avidity than in previous years. 
However, it is reasonable to comment that although this unit, with its very particular format, 
did cause some difficulties for centres in the early years, those days have long gone and the 
formula adopted almost universally is fit for purpose. That formula involves preparation of 
candidates in the nature of a report style answer including clearly structured introductions 
based on the pre-release materials, clear methodologies including an appreciation of any 
significant theoretical material, adequate referencing and on-going evaluation.

Nonetheless, there are still a few lessons to be learned that do have broader relevance 
both about the subject matter and about the ability of candidates to focus effectively on the 
question asked, rather than leaving it to the examiner to draw the appropriate conclusions. 
This latter, ‘Grimm Tales’ approach when the ‘moral’ of the story is not spelled out but left 
to the imagination of the reader is still quite widespread and, of course, is the real test not 
only in this unit but in many areas of extended writing both in Geography and beyond. With 
all the new specifications focusing so clearly on assessment and evaluation of the subject 
material it is obviously an area that centres will both continue to develop and refine their 
methodologies as they embark on that work in September. The contested nature of much 
of the content should make this an interesting and positive progression for candidates and 
teachers alike.
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Question 1
Option 1 is, of course, very much the ‘people’s choice’ on this paper with over 60% of 
candidates choosing this topic or, at least, having it chosen for them by their teachers. 
As one might expect this entry includes some of the very best but also some of the 
very weakest of Advanced level candidates with this latter group not actually relating 
their research well to the question. The least successful appeared to simply describe the 
processes involved at the varying plate boundaries and give some locational examples. 

As in previous years, too many candidates provided a long-winded description of tectonic 
theory in the introduction. This was hard to reward in the mark scheme, and usually 
resulted in candidates running out of time for the conclusion (they may gain a mark in D, at 
the expense of perhaps 10 marks in C).

This question lent itself to high quality annotated diagrams (rewarded in Q too, if 
incorporated in text). The best also demonstrated a wide technical vocabulary when 
illustrating the contrasting processes. Weaker scripts showed little technical development 
above that which might be expected at GCSE.

The focus was different landscapes which were very clearly flagged up in the pre-release 
steers. Accepting that the concept of a ‘landscape’ is quite challenging it was, nonetheless, 
disappointing that so few did much more than simply identify some landforms, assert 
that they were ‘different’ from other landforms and then move on. For this analysis to be 
meaningful candidates need to be able to evaluate how their chosen example is actually 
illustrating the point they wish to make – for example how the Himalayas is distinctive as a 
landscape because it is so much bigger in scale/or has shown how the importance of geology 
or glaciation also has an impact, perhaps limiting its ‘distinctiveness’. Perhaps the most 
telling example of this lack of focus was in the frequent use of the Isle of Arran as a case-
study but not to the effective level it could have been, with examiners waiting, very often in 
vain, for candidates to make the connection in relation to the fact intrusive vulcanicity has 
a very different impact on landscapes than extrusive. The most impressive responses were 
able to explain not only how the process affected a landscape but could also state that there 
were other factors involved, such as erosion, weathering and hydraulic processes as well as 
time and human activity, in shaping a landscape. 

Another strength was to recognise the role of other geomorphological factors, which could 
influence the nature of the landscape. However, this was best done briefly; otherwise there 
was a tendency to drift too far from the focus of the question.

It is worth reiterating that there is more value in a limited number of well selected case 
studies which are applied intelligently to the question, than simply offering a large quantity 
of case studies. Some candidates were working through 7 or 8 case studies, and rarely 
taking the time to relate their knowledge to the question.

The sample included here is a strong response towards the top end of the mark range (it 
was awarded a total mark of 62) but it has its own strengths and weaknesses. Analysing 
those strengths and weaknesses is a very useful exercise – initial preparation should involve 
discussing the pre-release steers and the question itself. 
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Writing a good report is a skill that can be learnt – the 
most important trick is to bring the material that you have 
researched into the exam hall and then apply it to the 
hypothesis that is posed in the question which will often be 
contentious and allow both arguments and counter-arguments 
drawing on your understanding of the topic.

Examiner Comments

Use the sample report to improve your understanding of 
how to translate a general understanding of a topic into 
an answer to the question posed. You should evaluate the 
work in the following ways:

1.  Is the question obvious in the introduction – do the 
keywords feature?

2.  Is the methodology clear and coherent with case studies 
that will allow a thorough examination of the question?

3.  Is the analysis focussed on the title or does it just offer 
a great deal of information – if it is applied where does 
this take place?

4.  Is there a coherent conclusion in which the title of the 
question is paramount and an answer is delivered?

Try to identify sections of the report that you regard as 
superfluous/unnecessary and suggest what could be added 
and where it should be placed. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
As in previous years, this was not an especially popular question but the centres that choose 
to deliver this option are often highly motivated and very well informed. In consequence 
the answers at the top end of the mark range were excellent and showed a wide range 
of knowledge and understanding of cold environments and the management of those 
environments. Most candidates also had a very decent background understanding of the 
processes that create these environments and, of course, the latter knowledge was not 
especially pertinent to this title with its clear focus on management but some simply couldn’t 
resist the temptation to show it off. Reports were often long but irrelevant material was 
probably more common here than in any other option as was evidence of time constraints. 

The better responses considered how their examples/case studies were managed and if 
other locations would be successful under that same type/style of management. The biggest 
problem was that many candidates were unable to explain what actually constituted success 
in the evaluation of their case studies. Those that did attempt this were often weak - simply 
stating that they had seen an increase in polar bears/whales rather than considering the 
scale of any environmental degradation or whether the local population’s needs had been 
managed and whether they saw this as a success. Too many candidates also failed to see 
that some cold environments are substantial in scale and that even within one location it 
is virtually impossible to manage it using one technique - Alaska is an excellent example. 
Some showed a sophisticated understanding of the fact that the Alps cross into many 
countries with different ‘aims’ and therefore one management technique will not satisfy all 
the players all of the time; therefore variation was always going to be important to some 
degree. 

Source range was generally fairly limited with this question - most candidates relying on 
Geofiles and text books. It would have helped them to get a wider range of management 
practices if they had tried to open their research portfolio further. 

The best responses considered success under the key headings of economic, environmental 
and social aspects rather than a case study by case study approach. 

The sample included here is a strong response towards the top end of the mark range (it 
was awarded a total mark of 62) but it has its own strengths and weaknesses. Analysing 
those strengths and weaknesses is a very useful exercise – initial preparation should involve 
discussing the pre-release steers and the question itself. 
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Writing a good report is a skill that can be learnt – the 
most important trick is to bring the material that you have 
researched into the exam hall and then apply it to the 
hypothesis that is posed in the question which will often be 
contentious and allow both arguments and counter-arguments 
drawing on your understanding of the topic.

Examiner Comments

Use the sample report to improve your understanding of 
how to translate a general understanding of a topic into an 
answer to the question posed. You should evaluate the work 
in the following ways:

1.  Is the question obvious in the introduction – do the 
keywords feature?

2.  Is the methodology clear and coherent with case studies 
that will allow a thorough examination of the question?

3.  Is the analysis focussed on the title or does it just offer a 
great deal of information – if it is applied where does this 
take place?

4.  Is there a coherent conclusion in which the title of the 
question is paramount and an answer is delivered?

Try to identify sections of the report that you regard as 
superfluous/unnecessary and suggest what could be added 
and where it should be placed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
Option 3 was, as is usual, the second most popular topic choice and provided some excellent 
answers but also, as with Option 1, some of the weakest too, including candidates who failed 
to get their focus right, usually by concentrating exclusively and narrowly on one or two 
elements affecting food supply rather than placing it in the wider context of food security.

The pre-release clearly set out socio-economic, political and environmental causes. 
Candidates that structured their work by these sets of ‘factors’, taking each in turn, 
struggled to address complexity except as something of an asserted afterthought. 
Candidates that structured their work by case study, describing the interaction of all factors, 
had a better focus on complexity. The stronger answers made specific and considered 
reference to complexity in their ongoing evaluation, tending to agree with the proposition in 
the question and illustrating how it applied to deficits and surpluses. It was possible to argue 
against the view, that certain factors were common to all. However, this was hard and led 
many that attempted this route into assertions that they couldn’t sustain.

At the top of the mark range candidates quantified the food supply in their case studies. 
World Bank data was used widely and well. This helped enormously because without some 
sense of the scale of inequality it was hard to make a coherent argument.

Inequalities were rightly identified as ranging from famine to surplus. However, famine is 
more than a simple deficit of food supply and the strongest responses acknowledged this by, 
for example, recognising that at least 20 percent of households face extreme food shortages 
with limited ability to cope. The strongest responses drew on actual case studies of famine 
(e.g. Bangladesh 1974, Somalia 2011) and described the interaction of all the factors to 
help address the idea of complexity. The very best then made the point that some of these 
factors applied to neighbouring regions, but without the interaction of all the factors, famine 
did not occur.

The strongest responses drew on Unit 1 and Unit 3 ideas of globalisation, ‘switched on’ 
countries and consumption beyond the point of need (Rostow), role of subsidy and technical 
innovation leading to high yields. The key point is that surpluses are the product of factors 
that increase supply and factors that increase demand; hence complex. 

The sample included here is a strong response towards the top end of the mark range (it 
was awarded a total mark of 62) but it has its own strengths and weaknesses. Analysing 
those strengths and weaknesses is a very useful exercise – initial preparation should involve 
discussing the pre-release steers and the question itself. 

 

 

 



38 GCE Geography 4 6GE04 01



GCE Geography 4 6GE04 01 39



40 GCE Geography 4 6GE04 01



GCE Geography 4 6GE04 01 41



42 GCE Geography 4 6GE04 01



GCE Geography 4 6GE04 01 43



44 GCE Geography 4 6GE04 01



GCE Geography 4 6GE04 01 45



46 GCE Geography 4 6GE04 01



GCE Geography 4 6GE04 01 47

Writing a good report is a skill 
that can be learnt – the most 
important trick is to bring the 
material that you have researched 
into the exam hall and then apply 
it to the hypothesis that is posed 
in the question which will often 
be contentious and allow both 
arguments and counter-arguments 
drawing on your understanding of 
the topic.

Examiner Comments

Use the sample report to improve your understanding of 
how to translate a general understanding of a topic into an 
answer to the question posed. You should evaluate the work 
in the following ways:

1.  Is the question obvious in the introduction – do the 
keywords feature?

2.  Is the methodology clear and coherent with case studies 
that will allow a thorough examination of the question?

3.  Is the analysis focussed on the title or does it just offer a 
great deal of information – if it is applied where does this 
take place?

4.  Is there a coherent conclusion in which the title of the 
question is paramount and an answer is delivered?

Try to identify sections of the report that you regard as 
superfluous/unnecessary and suggest what could be added 
and where it should be placed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
With a small but very committed entry this question was answered very well in the main, 
with some of the strongest responses across the whole unit. Conceptually challenging 
although it might be, teachers and their candidates often develop a very impressive 
theoretical understanding of cultural landscapes which will help them out greatly later in the 
year as cultural geography has a much more central place in all the new specifications.

The hyperglobalist, transformationalist and sceptic structure worked very well. The strongest 
responses ‘came to a view’ with transformationalist arguments seeming to work best, 
although other approaches could be equally effective. Whatever the route taken it was the 
sophistication of the argument and the recognition of an inherent complexity that was so 
impressive.

Case study by case study approaches that had no theoretical consideration of global culture 
often made assertions that could not be supported.

Perhaps in preparation for next year there was some very effective use of fieldwork in a 
number of scripts. Candidates had visited contrasting locations and sought to measure the 
prevalence of a global culture. They used their findings and applied them to the question 
intelligently, which was possible to reward strongly in both R and A.

Weaker answers were, as is always the case with Question 4, characterised by too many 
vague assertions, based on vague and poorly illustrated case studies. This, needless to say, 
limits both R and A scores. This topic lends itself to the use of many mini-case studies, and 
the stronger answers included both contemporary facts and highly topical evidence. This 
suggests that candidates in some centres have clearly been encouraged to read up-to-
date newspaper stories and articles whereas other centres appear to be using very dated 
case studies. Case-studies probably ‘go off’ quicker on this option than any of the others so 
references to pre-21st century ‘global cultures’ can only be meaningful if they are used to 
illustrate the rapidity of change.

The sample included here is a strong response towards the top end of the mark range (it 
was awarded a total mark of 64) but it has its own strengths and weaknesses. Analysing 
those strengths and weaknesses is a very useful exercise – initial preparation should involve 
discussing the pre-release steers and the question itself. 
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Writing a good report is a skill that can be learnt – the most 
important trick is to bring the material that you have researched 
into the exam hall and then apply it to the hypothesis that 
is posed in the question which will often be contentious and 
allow both arguments and counter-arguments drawing on your 
understanding of the topic.

Examiner Comments

Use the sample report to improve your understanding of 
how to translate a general understanding of a topic into an 
answer to the question posed. You should evaluate the work 
in the following ways:

1.  Is the question obvious in the introduction – do the 
keywords feature?

2.  Is the methodology clear and coherent with case studies 
that will allow a thorough examination of the question?

3.  Is the analysis focussed on the title or does it just offer a 
great deal of information – if it is applied where does this 
take place?

4.  Is there a coherent conclusion in which the title of the 
question is paramount and an answer is delivered?

Try to identify sections of the report that you regard as 
superfluous/unnecessary and suggest what could be added 
and where it should be placed. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
This is the third most popular option on the paper and in common with other ‘minority’ 
choices it includes a number of centres that are very committed to delivering it and who 
are, for the most part, very competent in its delivery. Obviously the key focus here was 
the role of pollution in health risk and the assertion that controlling pollution was the ‘most 
important’ strategy in reducing those health risks. The steers gave a clear indication of the 
broader focus on the relationship between pollution and health risk but not the contention in 
the question, as was the case in the other options. 

For the most part definitions and models had been well prepared and, consequently, 
introductions were often strong. Case study choices were less impressive with too many 
of them knocking at the open door that pollution was indeed a factor in health risk but not 
really allowing much contextualisation in the narrower focus of the question posed. 

Where research was sound and included a good range of health risks candidates achieved 
higher marks in the analysis component because they could access the focus of the 
question more effectively. Various models were used very effectively especially relating to 
development, the environment and lifestyle choices. Those who did not include health risks 
where pollution was clearly not the chief factor usually did not reach the higher levels for 
either analysis or conclusion. The commonest case-studies linked pollution to lifestyle e.g. 
skin cancer/ Australia and respiratory disease in the UK. Obesity was also a popular choice 
for those who saw the need for counter-argument, as was AIDS.

Some of the strongest responses offered thoughtful comparisons of the same polluters at 
different scales and also at different levels of development showing that health risks are 
affected by a wide range of factors with pollution significant but not always dominant.

The sample included here is a strong response towards the top end of the mark range (it 
was awarded a total mark of 65) but it has its own strengths and weaknesses. Analysing 
those strengths and weaknesses is a very useful exercise – initial preparation should involve 
discussing the pre-release steers and the question itself. 
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Writing a good report is a skill that can 
be learnt – the most important trick 
is to bring the material that you have 
researched into the exam hall and then 
apply it to the hypothesis that is posed 
in the question which will often be 
contentious and allow both arguments 
and counter-arguments drawing on your 
understanding of the topic.

Examiner Comments

Use the sample report to improve your understanding 
of how to translate a general understanding of a topic 
into an answer to the question posed. You should 
evaluate the work in the following ways:

1.  Is the question obvious in the introduction – do the 
keywords feature?

2.  Is the methodology clear and coherent with case 
studies that will allow a thorough examination of the 
question?

3.  Is the analysis focussed on the title or does it just 
offer a great deal of information – if it is applied 
where does this take place?

4.  Is there a coherent conclusion in which the title 
of the question is paramount and an answer is 
delivered?

Try to identify sections of the report that you regard as 
superfluous/unnecessary and suggest what could be 
added and where it should be placed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
The leisure and tourism option is the least popular option on this paper but the centres 
that opt for it are committed and prepare candidates with care. However, there are two 
salient issues that are sometimes unhelpful. The first is a tendency to ignore leisure and 
conflate it with tourism in a much more generic sense which does rather limit the analysis, 
especially the impact on rural landscapes which is, after all, the focus of the option. The 
second weakness is not unique to this option but may be more significant here, and that 
is a tendency to struggle with the idea that there are obviously social, economic and 
environmental impacts on the rural landscape and that they need to be differentiated.

Many of the answers included good references to a range of models - the rural-urban 
continuum, Doxy’s Irritation, Wilderness Continuum, Pleasure Periphery and the Butler 
Model. Around half of the candidates just plonked these models into their essays and failed 
to make use of them meaningfully which was unhelpful whilst the best answers used the 
models to structure their essay or to make use of a range of case studies across a model 
(for example the wilderness or Butler model) to allow for meaningful comparison, albeit not 
always incorporating leisure activities.

Many answers were very similar, it was clear that these have been practiced to a formulated 
title, some of which obviously missed focus in the analysis with ‘always’ often ignored 
completely. Some candidates seem to have memorised essays for a different title.

It was good to see a positive use of fieldwork and primary research in many answers, 
mainly the Lake District, Formby and the South Coast of the UK. Many candidates used a 
good range of places to illustrate their ideas, Machu Picchu, the Lake District, Antarctica and 
Yellowstone featured most often, with the most successful candidates recognising that the 
impacts would vary depending on the location and the development level, management level 
and type of tourist at each different site. 

However, referencing of sources was an issue on this option with too many candidates failing 
to develop a proper system for referencing which did affect their overall performance.

The sample included here is a strong response towards the top end of the mark range (it 
was awarded a total mark of 58) but it has its own strengths and weaknesses. Analysing 
those strengths and weaknesses is a very useful exercise – initial preparation should involve 
discussing the pre-release steers and the question itself. 
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Writing a good report is a skill that can be learnt – the 
most important trick is to bring the material that you have 
researched into the exam hall and then apply it to the 
hypothesis that is posed in the question which will often 
be contentious and allow both arguments and counter-
arguments drawing on your understanding of the topic.

Examiner Comments

Use the sample report to improve your understanding 
of how to translate a general understanding of a topic 
into an answer to the question posed. You should 
evaluate the work in the following ways:

1.  Is the question obvious in the introduction – do the 
keywords feature?

2.  Is the methodology clear and coherent with case 
studies that will allow a thorough examination of the 
question?

3.  Is the analysis focussed on the title or does it just 
offer a great deal of information – if it is applied 
where does this take place?

4.  Is there a coherent conclusion in which the title 
of the question is paramount and an answer is 
delivered?

Try to identify sections of the report that you regard as 
superfluous/unnecessary and suggest what could be 
added and where it should be placed.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Many of the strengths and weaknesses addressed here are repetitive but it is encouraging 
to note that the standard has been edging upwards over the lifetime of this unit. Moving 
forward into the world of new specifications the skills of critical analysis and informed 
investigative skills will become central to success, not least in the preparation of  
fieldwork-based research.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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