edexcel

Examiners’ Report
June 2013

GCE Geography 6GE(04 01

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON



2

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students’ exam results.

See students’ scores for every exam question.

Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.
o Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to

develop their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds
of people, wherever they are in the world. We've been involved in education for over 150
years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at:
WWWw.pearson.com/uk.

June 2013
Publications Code UA036007

All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2013

GCE Geography 6GE04 01



Introduction

There was a great deal of excellent work on show this summer. Most candidates were
well-trained in how to present their work and paid close attention to the technical nature

of a 'report’ as opposed to an essay; as a result introductions were usually strong. Most
candidates chose an appropriate ‘framework’ for approaching the topic identified in the pre-
released material, although too many dealt with their sources in a rather peremptory style
as in: 'this is a text book so it is reliable'; ‘this is Wikipedia so it isn’t reliable’. Indeed the
sources used were a little limited in some cases. There is a great deal of excellent material
readily and freely available which is neither credited, in some cases, nor used at all in the
majority of cases.

The best candidates did what good candidates always do and answered the question.
Perhaps some attention could be given to instruction words so that all candidates know
what an answer to a question beginning ‘To what extent...’ requires in the way of an answer.
In almost every case a ‘debate’ is set up with a ‘twist’ in the question that does not appear
in the pre-released materials. The less successful candidates simply ignore the command
word(s) and the 'twist” and simply work their way through the DRACQ often showing
excellent case study knowledge but with a much more variable application to the question
set, in too many cases one is left asking ‘what exactly is the question?’. These answers are
‘all I know about the topic’ responses and, with a little work, could be very good answers.
Success revolves around the candidates' ability to interpret the question.
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Question 1

This was, as is usual, the most popular question in which responses from candidates varied
from the very good to the average and rather disappointing. The best structure with the
potential of earning good marks came from candidates who defined the key terms in the
question, that is, the meaning of a tectonic hazard NOT a tectonic movement, usually
featuring Whittow, Degg’s and Park’s Model depicting the situation before and after the
event. Weaker candidates tended to be factual in their approach which also entailed a case-
study led answer with little or no attempt to address ‘to what extent...".

Higher level candidates were able to cope with the question 'to what extent' and followed
through their arguments with reference to other factors, some weaker responses just
referred to them as an afterthought or in the conclusion. There were a few candidates who
just looked at the level of development as the only factor. Many candidates did not refer
to the wording of the question and did not give data to support their concept of level of
development. They described general social and economic conditions of the country or area
eg 'houses were poorly built' as an example of the level of development. Most candidates
were able to quote relevant models and very few gave no evidence of theories or models.
However, weaker candidates did not refer to them with reference to case studies. There
were some very good answers where candidates were well-organised with thorough
research to support well-argued statements.

This response to Question 1 was awarded a total of 34 marks.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 M Question 2 %] Question 3 X

Question 4 [X] Question 5 %] Question6 [

You are advised to use this page to plan your answer and then begin your answer on page 4.
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

There were very few essay-style
answers continuing a declining
trend over the last few years.

Remember that you should follow the structure of the report -
this is not an essay paper although the analysis and conclusion
should indeed be analytical in the manner of essays.
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This is an excellent answer that clearly addresses the question with due consideration given

to the key words in the title. It scored 62 marks in total.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [&.

Chosen Question Number:
Question 1 X Question2 [ Question3 [

Question4 [ Questions [ Question6 [

You are advised to use this page to plan your answer and then begin your answer on page 4.
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Examiner Comments

This is a very well-organised piece of work
with especially good analysis and evaluation.

Examiner Tip

Keep checking the title - that is why
on-going evaluation is useful because it
stops you wandering off the point.
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Question 2
The question led to a very wide disparity of performance.

Weaker scripts often gave poor quality descriptions of randomly selected (usually) glacial
features that were little beyond GCSE, including corries, roche moutonee and drumlins. In
such scripts there was often very little attempt to link these descriptions to a distinctive

or recognisable process and it was rare for there to be a consideration of the relative
importance of these processes. Diagrams, when used, were often very disappointing with no
scale and few labels.

Scripts that were around C grade were either competent on processes and landform, but
not both, frequently having too much knowledge to apply it to the question, or were rather
simple on ice processes but found some sort of framework (usually polar and high altitude
glaciers and ice sheets) to attempt distinctiveness. The best scripts came from candidates
who developed a good framework and focus usually by location eg upland and lowland and
also by process type. They then devised a justified sampling strategy for selected landforms
and then went on to answer the question. Equifinality was a useful concept employed by
the top candidates. Around 10% of candidates had done useful glacial fieldwork of the look
and see type, usually for relict landscapes such as the Lake District or North Wales but
sometimes the Alps or even Iceland.

Many candidates used at least one specialist ‘Ice’ 6th form text but far too many just used
the standard A2 books.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross [,

Chosen Question Number:
Question 1 X} Question2 W Question3 [

Question4 [ Question 5 [X] Question6 [l

You are advised to use this page to plan your answer and then begin your answer on page 4.
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This was a very sound response that just needed a little more focus on the question to
elevate it by a few vital marks. It was awarded a total of 55 marks.



...... &brmmgﬁwmo(imujobhﬁﬂaaﬁmc
e 5. QLSS O (00, O (8. Flacik. QQerons. uodae. (k3.
OWU&@MMF&@%MML €.

- NICCO. S et bt SOUOAIREDOR o
T‘/@\rﬂmﬁag&o N\ SO0 2

S\memuu@nmﬁmwammu@ SAOY......
o XEUCE. QS LA mhﬂmmmmdeow‘m@m
o lorinde (loui  ENVisenmcments.: Hoaa larnsad e
L OMSEOOMENSS.. e, EC. 7 NG, O St b, O FaRe .

Oy -'"l-. 2

lnmgoy-e&‘mrt ______ (.. mmm&@ww\\;)m ....... AR
......... mcmwmah@mawmm | Hue (e vnas.
{:m_mdmm‘Tquhm&-cms AL O C UL
Hmmﬂtgsmmcfham%uqhem
LB B.€ @ nsc O k... f e, Se.Camnd O Qe
Clowe Distics wiion & o ceicct. i A NTHS .

LQ#FGSC&f&wWLUL&tMGmwQLE«Q&@WLP :

\_ J

GCE Geography 6GE04 01

25



26

.

@@ (5. @1he BNEEUr st c cuuiChy. 5. AN QRCH.C..

LanwekadscO@e S

o Ok aeammrpm%m @rcac.p,am LD..Coecs
e I e s 2V <A 6@.@@_9_ LU QRO ¢ h®
Tmmb @ peocesses.. ngu ...... be.... addW,\ﬁ ......

Lo Agng

CACQUARS (XS T, (LRI, .snm_&wm o ey NOL@HOS..

GCE Geography 6GE04 01



....... munaum@mmﬂmm{ammmﬁm

L has % s&m@d&wsLQ,&.semt
@n&@-@.&dw?mm%&@ew@v&o

GCE Geography 6GE04 01 27



28

e DT % ba..sa.l_sa..s.@
‘‘‘‘‘ Qt_a.k?u.i‘.s@%-

W faere naot. De Sukbhzem

FIR.QF SO0, \xaid

8&0.%.9.«' e=xve. Gﬂ.ﬁ.&.@....ﬂ.&c:«u%an

mwrwemm ..... ..
- LEDARNCIS.. O SN B (CR

. Processes occus. W0 fue Sustemas. bue .
Opm Qacks . L as.a bulidezer,. &M(@

Chnd e.rmfm(_\)

GCE Geography 6GE04 01



TL’UZ H‘U\SH‘M HLp& .............
—r'm JSBAUsSHcean.. B (pS..CrrC. Nﬂd&@g .. QLS
\Stm £ qu L4 Farse Qre v L@,wm‘*’-

daer TS s ol lacdscags. fusd O
,,,,..,ds&(-me.t—wQ - SLAOS. CUEQ, AL .. ar\d

ogwarn:.dcn. peates.. L0 A SONUAS. SBe 0.

poau sug{zedcq:mmm LG rq,m P To

LPDLLSS. U CLH O .

........ CoOIBR. CORAASIN \3 cocks. ko eose .. Msa,  Tiaeo..
............. Nl (ko ke, COCCARS.. AAALS.OROCLS. . Tl

l&raan.de,brL& 1S. dapczasc, {—urmr OGNS o
g‘ormw\ﬁj QO AL A C BN ScasOAALar..

GCE Geography 6GE04 01

29



éebns %&rms O enocainl. 0. et fae.ert @rm

_....,35-e.q.,egms A madw% TTEEO. exncs. fas s S

30 GCE Geography 6GE04 01




N

L Seniuoc re. o cloqus.,. ?dmum.kﬁm&u ...... Qe ..
........ QLSO OAKO SAet e (AR, SN ed.

LCONNErqR.. . onN. Q. caneee

0. Overe-n Then facte. OC on.oce. Oca it .
Ao ceass. . (ntexsees tacks. ,{-arm QoShes..
P{jm@m_pemm (Reanert. QrdGK&we—ﬁZCﬁ?D

&.wagm R .
Br.’:m anse . La:_ndérarnrl‘i L.nawves... adc)u-med Fo X's 300

’E RLEDSCNLA - Lc.nx’d&arwms D).
dis%mc&.-s.mﬁ ....... Clnd @s.%fj PR S ke L .. ,{-erm;

Lnvele. e cole. O LCOS IO COUSLIN. (DS AT ...

AR QORS00 D). ANCLECRO). Q. GO AU

......... %Wzm_ Praazss..e.s O L5 Q AR, QLR CCRAAD IO K.
e ferone0).: e A ciégras: GLOLM BIED ...

..,,..,‘.;m.mh.wg\s...,.m..mmgﬁmem.,;,mm.m...&@.....@wmﬁm

Ak e DAS. OO (O 6 Lok f:mms_e.)
__________ DN AEVE.. (mrﬁ;-e:rm ﬁ Ths.scase sgﬂc}d Qoesolt..

1mde moﬁnd@@smm S SUARESES acek 1nex R deposion,

C tmeﬁr teunk (. {.orm,ﬁ Aisunciaue. LW@ but. ecosion.\s)

A

GCE Geography 6GE04 01

31



32

r

QQLLCK’ Gloeias. Enui.ronrmnt ............................
Eormeued (o e PLES, Nag (cuke. ‘I):_S&-roc:r G4, 00, SOCEAD.

caver

(1 MSCeed.. M*Lﬂm ..... Distrect.. . and.clovecve. e,

,,,,,,,, La.rw(isc_a@z,bmm {xnd@ ChoAD. e fratd.... ;
O QiskaRe. (Go0tencns. found. (D ookA. u(mmd

h:m ..... Q_&sc:bmmu_ndael ......... t@ @Lma_—!.
B DU . S (L. v, ...
..... cmcu.ﬂtd Qusun 5ML@.:,& (G C L0 MADXNULM
e VMS.... GRS fae. DIeweasien. (&:&rx@cﬂ ...... clGCIN. AS.....
mmmoea@mﬁ o@p :

Oxsmc:h.ue ......

....... SOLE. COCHM..:.. SO U8 COEF. XD k45, entIDed). farony
Oe.,mucnc..umém TTlas0. SENCUQC FO CWQUaLS

u“:

GCE Geography 6GE04 01



\.

ldb&tbmpadeOdQ@p@L&WMx@m _____ _—
(F\r\deraamm;,) ......................................................................................................................................................................

. Shclciuens . FSloxion Gt sonauserodoms  podiet -

Q.Ksﬁ{.&rmed% ..... AL O D OIS
e SHCCOUABOS... Q.. A, INCCCD. SCALL (CUOHRED .

BCS B AN RASRACOA A UQ 6D Ol

as. Oclteon ek, (Beao, 200

Ao conmrcse. fe.. SEr LOEoNS. e v USOB)

................. ( amfdmmsew{ke:rm.@mwguﬁg
cse@cmh.mand ....... Q€. Qa.or_mdm\mc.mma,

TS R

\WCLJWQ&.dVLAMLLﬁth&&V\CQ(LL AN
N

GCE Geography 6GE04 01

33



34

-

~

..... L’[Qu) &ev,&mb%r&xﬁegm@gromS‘SQm
........... o e 0. (0.2 000N LOOCk . S UL
L OiSHCA

%@%WW(m@rwmq ..... d%as A CON

...... AL S

O&HL{W@%W\M‘ ..... ........ There. Qe XAk
O LNt el 2D OGS Ao e, Qeanalis.. &orm' __________
mmms&ac.c@&ﬁm%tmm;bm ..... Q u..s..ke: ______________________________________
Seeaioncaans. e ' ,Scﬁtf-u.g.mcmmigm-hu

unde;(hm:@kw ..... s LSCL)M\W@LQLCM ______________________________

Wﬁgwrm&mtwmwmm (asss...

A0S (ewn Omcan. S Agaosivs. Ml nere: Thas WS
MW@M@MMWW@ ..................................
{—ermo‘dwqmum ..............................................................................................................................................................................

F’mowmu@mvo\uamqumm

mwmme‘ss;&Lmeq:%Tm

~SuRga £ tpics@cis s the(tijcwweam

lOPdeums%M@vedel@Lm

GCE Geography 6GE04 01



— A

______ %Wo z%@kﬁaﬂ&%m : r{-rcs}m
,,,,,, WQQWIQRYWG@*W ~QOUSACHVE.

. faemmorpmmm?mmmb

. TS S becouuse
.......... wmc,nmzjmamanmemeaé-MW

- rUoloen Loalhed (uuUAdlin. Al M eLe . SCCAS. ...

o OO SEYCOALCOND. AL TN e TNICACED. SCO R gei...
e fROGAD.S W%W&M@%onm@mwaam,\
(Pf %&brcxbi‘man(-uev xr‘n@osm-l—
Hewewec, (v does  ause. @ uloore o clcoon....

_________ Wheit. OB Z Of (Ca

________ hece. . oast. ©f e At CEV R laoRlernnd .
L J

GCE Geography 6GE04 01 35



36

r

O.mcouﬁxed A S LS SR LS. AT

SWOLd@OSkhQnMQUGLLMLSMdm
..m.ac.. Lm,.ﬁ¢,@Lm,.(e(5.,..w,,m ..... Ax. MMM
Nou oudcio s..an.ics. gre s . dwv ~flowevex,..

Su&;aq.wﬁ.cm AALSE QLR S ouse. NS Cole. O s

~Prfoucekic. o o cuse. teroned. sy Dgar fae

..r?ﬂ@\.c:atcm @mﬁ&b OF. dec\?osxhen

e aicinLss. oMot (0o e tas. ke bloodt A,

...... amncxc,Scmmd&mmCﬁemmmmd

S OO LS. LS. CUASD.

o Br88040, DO ) e

GCE

Geography 6GE04 01



o - L'S it !

{eOT CoEos D)

:..C.Lc%um...ﬁe_ms.i.gna-

GCE Geography 6GE04 01

37



38

Ao eocussion. SE Qppe. acs. et flas. celeutirR
~leopoctance.. @¢ Olfferent. B@mcrp(rDL@G((‘aL

Pw,gses ..... Ve prexen. elace.. . placs...t0.. Ctt'o\k—at_j
-0isnathie mm&ﬂ&cmd&e(m:a_FMx% (S

i e. F&ﬂk@x—m ......... (jeecs:_a—ccpn 5. AR
CPECLENL. SO L. SE0mnS.. O ﬁm‘a Coase Sw_c{jcamd
....... a7 r IR eV Q,xau_md o oe @){- 1@@«*%@.0(@ .

e as.. o fue. Lasee. Disteece.. \Derng. e rmsion. ...

......... 0. d‘e@os;mo %@rm OSSN CHUR. (a0

L—e:rm'.‘) _

........... Lnaﬁd&kmwm@,MLwﬁdwms 2ONDS.RAMED..

0.0 (0 RO 0 Lc:-eﬂj ..... Y Y
o kRN, &2 DL MNLRAS DO DSRS0 T\A.a.r{:'@a

AS.. kmpcsr%c,w\t L. (LSS mmcremt
AlcosSe0. Camform g ra a@&k&m%arm5
Sos extrogie, (00on QU LUICIA et OIS HnCHE

GCE Geography 6GE04 01




O L(Y@@r'rﬂlﬂ(’.ﬂm L. Qlffescy
(DSLQCLK @’Om MERCEA .

________________ lﬁd&x’mﬁ Oue ke hu.....k&mdk@(m L’cse,L{ T - V.

I?Glc:,m.,a ona. Per@&&umk o enments. P
___________________ 2 D D ot i,

Na.&—;mMG—ecaj cﬁjmcﬁm{m@ ................................................................................

P

us

Examiner Comments

Don't lose track of the question. An 'all I
know' response' is very easily adapted to the
'debate’ style questions. Look at the plan and
introduction here and assess how well they
address the question.

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Keep checking the question as you go
along. Highlight the command word or
phrase and make your plan fit the question
and not the pre-release steer.
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Question 3

The majority of candidates who chose this topic were quite confident with the material and
it had clearly been taught well in many centres. As with the other questions the mark of

the best essays was the correct balance between knowledge and case study material and a
specific and clear focus on the needs of the title ie strategies to increase security and linking
this directly to issues such as trade and aid, development, geopolitics.

There was some very impressive work evident, with some obvious and appropriate use of
academic and undergraduate texts and sources rather than a narrower reliance on textbook
material. There were strong links made with development theory and the work of NGOs,
etc. Integration of this material into a report style was a challenge for some candidates and
a relatively high number (approximately 10%) wrote in a completely essay, rather than
report, style.

The best candidates created a methodological framework based on scale, development
models, development level, case study orientated or they used a combination of these
approaches. There was some sophisticated commentary on the role of the IGOs and HGOs
and the influence of trade and aid. Improvements to food security came in strategies
varying from farming technology (drip irrigation, GMOs, permaculture / hydroponics, and
techno-garden ideas like vertical farms); integration with development strategies such as
Excellent Development and water supply in east Africa.

Relatively few answers focused on demand-side solutions (such as healthy living campaigns,
reduction of food miles, etc) but the politics of food supply were covered in the impact of
development and civil unrest or border security such as in Iraq, Gaza, Darfur / Sudan, and
the role of China as an increasing player (cf Paper 3, June 13) in the global stage.

Some answers were a pleasure to read - it is really encouraging to see that such work is
being undertaken in centres. However, as with all other questions, there was a temptation
for some candidates to simply write all they knew about development and food security in
LEDCs (for example) rather than strategies specifically.
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This is a very well-focused response which keeps the question closely in sight. The
introduction makes it clear what the question is which is not always apparent in weaker
answers. The answer was awarded 62 marks.

e

\.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen Question Number:
Question1 [J Question2 [ Question3 §

Question4 [ Question5 [ Question6 (£

You are advised to use this page to plan your answer and then begin your answer on page 4.
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TOTAL FOR PAPER = 70 MARKS

Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

The keyword in this question is 'effectiveness'.
The best answers addressed the obvious question
about how one can measure 'effectiveness’.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

If the keyword is 'effectiveness' then you should use
it both in the analysis and evaluation/conclusion.
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Question 4

As has become traditional this option produced the smallest entry but some of the best
responses. There are four lines of argument to be pursued in order to address this

guestion. The best answers had a range of ‘different players’ with identifiably different (and
contrasting) attitudes to both specific and identifiable cultures and to the general concept of
cultural diversity. As with the other questions, not only do the keywords and phrases need
careful attention but also the command phrase. ‘To what extent.., needs to be carefully
dissected although, in essence, it is simply a question of addressmg the degree to which
there are discernible differences in attitudes. Less able candidates simply substituted their
own questions, generally along the lines of, *‘Write all that you know about different attitudes
to cultural diversity’.

This report takes a sophisticated approach to the question and offers a very wide range of
well-researched evidence that is directly focused on answering the question. The candidate
uses different scales to provide a framework but resists the temptation of suggesting

that different scales are the cause of that variation in attitudes. The conclusion is full of
keywords in the title and involves both argument and counter-argument concerning the
'extent’ of variation in attitudes. It was awarded a mark of 66.

r A

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:
Question1 [ Question2 [ Question3 [

Question4 [® Questions [ Questioné [

You are advised to use this page to plan your answer and then begin your answer on page 4.
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Examiner Comments
The best answers address the question

directly rather than simply rehearse well-
learned case study material.

Examiner Tip

Using different scales can help
candidates focus on the question and
to identify differences in attitudes.
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Question 5

As with the other questions the differences between the question posed and the parameters
suggested by the pre-release material caused some problems for weaker candidates, and
consequently too few gave thought to structuring an answer. The focus of this question

is the relationship between health risks and the management strategy chosen to reduce/
eradicate them. There are many economic, social, political and physical factors determining
strategy, not just the actual health risk.

Too many candidates simply re-wrote the case studies, which were often impressively
detailed but these answers couldn't access the higher marks automatically unless the 'case-
studies' were made to 'work' by being applied to the question posed. Many candidates
wanted to simply link management and development - thereby writing a different answer to
the one required. There was a lack of recognition of the words ‘type’ and ‘degree’. Although
candidates did define words such as health risk (many health risk equations), only the
minority gave thought to these words and yet this was the basis of the question. Those who
used the type of health risk as their framework were able to identify other factors and so
get to grips with the question. Weaker candidates who used factors affecting management
strategies as their framework could not answer the question 'to what extent...'. Some
answered different questions eg relating management strategies to levels of development or
gave a very descriptive answer of case studies with no reference to type or degree of health
risk, eg this is the health risk, this is the strategy used with no evaluation.
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This is an example drawn from the top end of the mark range. As with other stronger
responses it is the focus on the question that is impressive and the number of occasions
when the candidate returns to it to make a point that ties together the evidence presented
with the argument that they are trying to construct. This is best exemplified in the
conclusion which addresses the question directly. This response was awarded 62 marks.

indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box (. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [&.

Chosen Question Number:
Question 1 X Question 2 X Question 3 B3

Question 4 | Question 5 b1 Question 6 [X] —

You are advised to use this page to plan your answer and then begin your answer on page 4.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Stronger answers such as this are not necessarily
longer but they are often full because, as well as
presenting evidence, they also evaluate the relevance
of that evidence using terms from the question.

)
@ ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Remember to use the words in the question
in your answer. You need to 'come to a view'
about the question that you have been asked
and try to avoid sitting on the fence.

GCE Geography 6GE04 01




Question 6

This was a fairly popular question in which responses from candidates varied from the very
good to the poor with rather a long tail of weaker answers. There was a wide variety of case
studies used but not always effectively in addressing the issues of 'increased and changed'.
The weakest answers tended to list information about the chosen case studies, which were
predominantly drawn from tourism rather than 'leisure'. Although these answers defined
rural in the context of the question and, indeed, other terms like threats and tourism, there
remained a tendency to neglect 'leisure'. Another key problem of the content was the lack
of variety in the case studies selected making the reports degenerate into a ‘wallpaper’
situation where everything was repetitive. Many candidates could have chosen from a wider
array of case studies although this all depends on preparation in the classroom.

Stronger responses addressed current problems featuring the increasing number of tourists
at selected attractions and the consequential environmental issues. However, relatively few
cited the impact on existing ecosystems and the long-term effects and very few saw the
threats as being anything other than environmental. The focus on ‘change’ was limited to
the very best answers and explored both negative slants where ‘tourism kills tourism’ and
positive ones entailing steps being taken to resolve the threats from small-scale examples,
such as ‘stone pitching’ and ‘sub soiling’ to avert footpath erosion, to the much larger-scale
resolution of carrying capacity being exceeded both locally and more widely at a national
level. These candidates sometimes addressed threats such as an over-dependence on
tourist income and the impact on the wider economy; for example the Maldivian economy is
obviously very exposed to global economic crises and there are also interesting comments
to be made about its attempts to develop a 'sustainable' model despite its complete reliance
on long-haul air transport.

In this question the correct answer should have been - 'Yes the threats have increased and
"yes" they have changed' as well as 'both tourism and leisure have changed both spatially
and temporally'. Candidates who stuck to that did very well.
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82

This was a stronger answer than most. Case studies are 'fit for purpose' - change and
increase are both explicitly addressed in both the introduction and beyond. There is room
for a more direct focus on the question in places and both the conclusion and the analysis
could use the key words with greater regularity. This response was awarded 58 marks.

r

Chosen Question Number:
Question1 [ Question2 [ Question3 [
Question4 [ Question5 [ Questioné W

You are advised to use this page to plan your answer and then begin your answer on page 4.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross &,
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ﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer again demonstrates that stronger answers
are not necessarily longer but they are often full because,
as well as presenting evidence, they also evaluate the
relevance of that evidence using terms in the question.

Examiner Tip

It is a very good idea to include the broad
direction of your answer in the plan - in this
case 'yes they have changed and increased'.
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Paper Summary

The best reports are a pleasure to read. They show both thoughtful teaching and real
engagement on the part of candidates. Whichever option is chosen the mark of the more
able candidates is their ability to adapt what they know when they enter the examination
hall to the constraints that the question places on them. These come in the form of what
is usually a contentious statement that requires a critical engagement on the part of the
candidates who need to address the title directly, rather than present more and more
case study material because that is what they prepared. It requires a certain intellectual
confidence to take on a question but that is the key to top level reports.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e It would help enormously if the introduction makes clear what the general view is - the
best reports make the perspective clear from the outset which helps candidates stay 'on
track' throughout.

e It would be very pleasing to see the 'answer' feature in plan or, indeed, explicitly in the
introduction.

e Remember to write a report, not an essay.

e Focus very clearly on the wording of the question so that you don't just write all you
know about a particular subject/issue but address the issue raised.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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