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Introduction
There was a great deal of excellent work on show this summer. Most candidates were 
well-trained in how to present their work and paid close attention to the technical nature 
of a 'report’ as opposed to an essay; as a result introductions were usually strong. Most 
candidates chose an appropriate ‘framework’ for approaching the topic identified in the pre-
released material, although too many dealt with their sources in a rather peremptory style 
as in: ‘this is a text book so it is reliable‘; ‘this is Wikipedia so it isn’t reliable’. Indeed the 
sources used were a little limited in some cases. There is a great deal of excellent material 
readily and freely available which is neither credited, in some cases, nor used at all in the 
majority of cases.

The best candidates did what good candidates always do and answered the question. 
Perhaps some attention could be given to instruction words so that all candidates know 
what an answer to a question beginning ‘To what extent...’ requires in the way of an answer. 
In almost every case a ‘debate’ is set up with a ‘twist’ in the question that does not appear 
in the pre-released materials. The less successful candidates simply ignore the command 
word(s) and the ’twist’ and simply work their way through the DRACQ often showing 
excellent case study knowledge but with a much more variable application to the question 
set, in too many cases one is left asking ‘what exactly is the question?’. These answers are 
‘all I know about the topic’ responses and, with a little work, could be very good answers. 
Success revolves around the candidates' ability to interpret the question.
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Question 1
This was, as is usual, the most popular question in which responses from candidates varied 
from the very good to the average and rather disappointing. The best structure with the 
potential of earning good marks came from candidates who defined the key terms in the 
question, that is, the meaning of a tectonic hazard NOT a tectonic movement, usually 
featuring Whittow, Degg’s and Park’s Model depicting the situation before and after the 
event. Weaker candidates tended to be factual in their approach which also entailed a case-
study led answer with little or no attempt to address ‘to what extent...’. 

Higher level candidates were able to cope with the question 'to what extent' and followed 
through their arguments with reference to other factors, some weaker responses just 
referred to them as an afterthought or in the conclusion. There were a few candidates who 
just looked at the level of development as the only factor. Many candidates did not refer 
to the wording of the question and did not give data to support their concept of level of 
development. They described general social and economic conditions of the country or area 
eg 'houses were poorly built' as an example of the level of development. Most candidates 
were able to quote relevant models and very few gave no evidence of theories or models. 
However, weaker candidates did not refer to them with reference to case studies. There 
were some very good answers where candidates were well-organised with thorough 
research to support well-argued statements.

This response to Question 1 was awarded a total of 34 marks.
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There were very few essay-style 
answers continuing a declining 
trend over the last few years.

Examiner Comments

Remember that you should follow the structure of the report - 
this is not an essay paper although the analysis and conclusion 
should indeed be analytical in the manner of essays.

Examiner Tip
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This is an excellent answer that clearly addresses the question with due consideration given 
to the key words in the title. It scored 62 marks in total.
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This is a very well-organised piece of work 
with especially good analysis and evaluation.

Examiner Comments

Keep checking the title - that is why 
on-going evaluation is useful because it 
stops you wandering off the point.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
The question led to a very wide disparity of performance.

Weaker scripts often gave poor quality descriptions of randomly selected (usually) glacial 
features that were little beyond GCSE, including corries, roche moutonee and drumlins. In 
such scripts there was often very little attempt to link these descriptions to a distinctive 
or recognisable process and it was rare for there to be a consideration of the relative 
importance of these processes. Diagrams, when used, were often very disappointing with no 
scale and few labels. 

Scripts that were around C grade were either competent on processes and landform, but 
not both, frequently having too much knowledge to apply it to the question, or were rather 
simple on ice processes but found some sort of framework (usually polar and high altitude 
glaciers and ice sheets) to attempt distinctiveness. The best scripts came from candidates 
who developed a good framework and focus usually by location eg upland and lowland and 
also by process type. They then devised a justified sampling strategy for selected landforms 
and then went on to answer the question. Equifinality was a useful concept employed by 
the top candidates. Around 10% of candidates had done useful glacial fieldwork of the look 
and see type, usually for relict landscapes such as the Lake District or North Wales but 
sometimes the Alps or even Iceland.

Many candidates used at least one specialist ‘Ice’ 6th form text but far too many just used 
the standard A2 books.
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This was a very sound response that just needed a little more focus on the question to 
elevate it by a few vital marks. It was awarded a total of 55 marks.
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Don't lose track of the question. An 'all I 
know' response' is very easily adapted to the 
'debate' style questions. Look at the plan and 
introduction here and assess how well they 
address the question.

Examiner Comments

Keep checking the question as you go 
along. Highlight the command word or 
phrase and make your plan fit the question 
and not the pre-release steer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
The majority of candidates who chose this topic were quite confident with the material and 
it had clearly been taught well in many centres. As with the other questions the mark of 
the best essays was the correct balance between knowledge and case study material and a 
specific and clear focus on the needs of the title ie strategies to increase security and linking 
this directly to issues such as trade and aid, development, geopolitics. 

There was some very impressive work evident, with some obvious and appropriate use of 
academic and undergraduate texts and sources rather than a narrower reliance on textbook 
material. There were strong links made with development theory and the work of NGOs, 
etc. Integration of this material into a report style was a challenge for some candidates and 
a relatively high number (approximately 10%) wrote in a completely essay, rather than 
report, style.

The best candidates created a methodological framework based on scale, development 
models, development level, case study orientated or they used a combination of these 
approaches. There was some sophisticated commentary on the role of the IGOs and HGOs 
and the influence of trade and aid. Improvements to food security came in strategies 
varying from farming technology (drip irrigation, GMOs, permaculture / hydroponics, and 
techno-garden ideas like vertical farms); integration with development strategies such as 
Excellent Development and water supply in east Africa.

Relatively few answers focused on demand-side solutions (such as healthy living campaigns, 
reduction of food miles, etc) but the politics of food supply were covered in the impact of 
development and civil unrest or border security such as in Iraq, Gaza, Darfur / Sudan, and 
the role of China as an increasing player (cf Paper 3, June 13) in the global stage. 

Some answers were a pleasure to read – it is really encouraging to see that such work is 
being undertaken in centres. However, as with all other questions, there was a temptation 
for some candidates to simply write all they knew about development and food security in 
LEDCs (for example) rather than strategies specifically. 
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This is a very well-focused response which keeps the question closely in sight. The 
introduction makes it clear what the question is which is not always apparent in weaker 
answers. The answer was awarded 62 marks.
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The keyword in this question is 'effectiveness'. 
The best answers addressed the obvious question 
about how one can measure 'effectiveness'.

Examiner Comments

If the keyword is 'effectiveness' then you should use 
it both in the analysis and evaluation/conclusion.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
As has become traditional this option produced the smallest entry but some of the best 
responses. There are four lines of argument to be pursued in order to address this 
question. The best answers had a range of ‘different players’ with identifiably different (and 
contrasting) attitudes to both specific and identifiable cultures and to the general concept of 
cultural diversity. As with the other questions, not only do the keywords and phrases need 
careful attention but also the command phrase. ‘To what extent..’, needs to be carefully 
dissected although, in essence, it is simply a question of addressing the degree to which 
there are discernible differences in attitudes. Less able candidates simply substituted their 
own questions, generally along the lines of, ‘Write all that you know about different attitudes 
to cultural diversity’.

This report takes a sophisticated approach to the question and offers a very wide range of 
well-researched evidence that is directly focused on answering the question. The candidate 
uses different scales to provide a framework but resists the temptation of suggesting 
that different scales are the cause of that variation in attitudes. The conclusion is full of 
keywords in the title and involves both argument and counter-argument concerning the 
'extent' of variation in attitudes. It was awarded a mark of 66.
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The best answers address the question 
directly rather than simply rehearse well-
learned case study material.

Examiner Comments

Using different scales can help 
candidates focus on the question and 
to identify differences in attitudes.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
As with the other questions the differences between the question posed and the parameters 
suggested by the pre-release material caused some problems for weaker candidates, and 
consequently too few gave thought to structuring an answer. The focus of this question 
is the relationship between health risks and the management strategy chosen to reduce/
eradicate them. There are many economic, social, political and physical factors determining 
strategy, not just the actual health risk.

Too many candidates simply re-wrote the case studies, which were often impressively 
detailed but these answers couldn't access the higher marks automatically unless the 'case-
studies' were made to 'work' by being applied to the question posed. Many candidates 
wanted to simply link management and development – thereby writing a different answer to 
the one required. There was a lack of recognition of the words ‘type’ and ‘degree’. Although 
candidates did define words such as health risk (many health risk equations), only the 
minority gave thought to these words and yet this was the basis of the question. Those who 
used the type of health risk as their framework were able to identify other factors and so 
get to grips with the question. Weaker candidates who used factors affecting management 
strategies as their framework could not answer the question 'to what extent…'. Some 
answered different questions eg relating management strategies to levels of development or 
gave a very descriptive answer of case studies with no reference to type or degree of health 
risk, eg this is the health risk, this is the strategy used with no evaluation.
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This is an example drawn from the top end of the mark range. As with other stronger 
responses it is the focus on the question that is impressive and the number of occasions 
when the candidate returns to it to make a point that ties together the evidence presented 
with the argument that they are trying to construct. This is best exemplified in the 
conclusion which addresses the question directly. This response was awarded 62 marks.
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Stronger answers such as this are not necessarily 
longer but they are often full because, as well as 
presenting evidence, they also evaluate the relevance 
of that evidence using terms from the question.

Examiner Comments

Remember to use the words in the question 
in your answer. You need to 'come to a view' 
about the question that you have been asked 
and try to avoid sitting on the fence.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
This was a fairly popular question in which responses from candidates varied from the very 
good to the poor with rather a long tail of weaker answers. There was a wide variety of case 
studies used but not always effectively in addressing the issues of 'increased and changed'. 
The weakest answers tended to list information about the chosen case studies, which were 
predominantly drawn from tourism rather than 'leisure'. Although these answers defined 
rural in the context of the question and, indeed, other terms like threats and tourism, there 
remained a tendency to neglect 'leisure'. Another key problem of the content was the lack 
of variety in the case studies selected making the reports degenerate into a ‘wallpaper’ 
situation where everything was repetitive. Many candidates could have chosen from a wider 
array of case studies although this all depends on preparation in the classroom.

Stronger responses addressed current problems featuring the increasing number of tourists 
at selected attractions and the consequential environmental issues. However, relatively few 
cited the impact on existing ecosystems and the long-term effects and very few saw the 
threats as being anything other than environmental. The focus on ‘change’ was limited to 
the very best answers and explored both negative slants where ‘tourism kills tourism’ and 
positive ones entailing steps being taken to resolve the threats from small-scale examples, 
such as ‘stone pitching’ and ‘sub soiling’ to avert footpath erosion, to the much larger-scale 
resolution of carrying capacity being exceeded both locally and more widely at a national 
level. These candidates sometimes addressed threats such as an over-dependence on 
tourist income and the impact on the wider economy; for example the Maldivian economy is 
obviously very exposed to global economic crises and there are also interesting comments 
to be made about its attempts to develop a 'sustainable' model despite its complete reliance 
on long-haul air transport.

In this question the correct answer should have been - 'Yes the threats have increased and 
"yes" they have changed' as well as 'both tourism and leisure have changed both spatially 
and temporally'. Candidates who stuck to that did very well.
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This was a stronger answer than most. Case studies are 'fit for purpose' - change and 
increase are both explicitly addressed in both the introduction and beyond. There is room 
for a more direct focus on the question in places and both the conclusion and the analysis 
could use the key words with greater regularity. This response was awarded 58 marks.
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This answer again demonstrates that stronger answers 
are not necessarily longer but they are often full because, 
as well as presenting evidence, they also evaluate the 
relevance of that evidence using terms in the question.

Examiner Comments

It is a very good idea to include the broad 
direction of your answer in the plan - in this 
case 'yes they have changed and increased'.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
The best reports are a pleasure to read. They show both thoughtful teaching and real 
engagement on the part of candidates. Whichever option is chosen the mark of the more 
able candidates is their ability to adapt what they know when they enter the examination 
hall to the constraints that the question places on them. These come in the form of what 
is usually a contentious statement that requires a critical engagement on the part of the 
candidates who need to address the title directly, rather than present more and more 
case study material because that is what they prepared. It requires a certain intellectual 
confidence to take on a question but that is the key to top level reports.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 It would help enormously if the introduction makes clear what the general view is - the 
best reports make the perspective clear from the outset which helps candidates stay 'on 
track' throughout.

•	 It would be very pleasing to see the 'answer' feature in plan or, indeed, explicitly in the 
introduction.

•	 Remember to write a report, not an essay.

•	 Focus very clearly on the wording of the question so that you don't just write all you 
know about a particular subject/issue but address the issue raised.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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