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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to General Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for General Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	General Studies H079: The Cultural and Social Domains: F731

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic: Social Domain
	How important is the role of the Public Sector in modern day life? Is there still a place for it?

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	· An examination of the English education system


	Explore the school systems – Key Stages, selective or comprehensive: what are the advantages and disadvantages of each? Data exercise: ask members of different generations in the family about their experience of school and compare it with your own.

State schools or private schools? Should there be a two tier system and if so why? Examine the prospectus of two different types of school and see what they offer in comparison. 

Do we need a National Curriculum (NC)? What subjects should be included in it? Evaluate the present NC and its range of experience.
	Questionnaire design and completion – use ideas from others outside the group as a useful AO3 exercise (different kinds and sources of knowledge) 
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www.qca.gov.uk for details of state school systems and examinations
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www.isc.co.uk for details of independent schools – IT research in pairs

Dissection and discussion of a newspaper article – use newspaper search to find a relevant piece, such as

Slow progress on the three Rs falls short of government targets
James Meikle, education correspondent, The Guardian, Wednesday August 8, 2007
	Need to book ITC facilities for this activity

In this section, there may be helpful resources in the Times Ed. www.tes.co.uk


	· NHS versus private health care

	What are the NHS’s strengths? Lecture: How and why was it set up? Compare the NHS with other systems (e.g. USA) 

What can the NHS offer that the private sector cannot and vice versa? Make a comparative study between an NHS Hospital and a Private Hospital in terms of the facilities and service. Why do people use private healthcare?


	www.nhshistory.net 
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Possibly invite representative of NHS to speak to whole year group

[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]



Three groups, two to research each system by looking at websites, sending for and examining promotional literature, looking at press reviews then present a case to the third group who will judge – their remit to look at a ‘balanced’case for both systems.
	

	· Use and abuse of our emergency services


	What services are available to us and how are these misused? AO1+AO2 exercise: How do the services work? How could these be improved and streamlined? (1 mark for fact + 2 marks for supporting ideas)

Why are some services voluntarily funded? Debate: ‘This house believes that emergency/rescue services should be paid for by individuals.’
	Prepare a worksheet on how questions are set (using past papers) and then work through examples
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www.bbc.co.uk/education/asguru/generalstudies/society/
	Record emergency service documentary for excerpts to play

	· Problems in maintaining services


	The problems of our 999 service?

‘ Since people pay tax why are    there shortages and deficiencies in acute and emergency care?’ Groups discuss this issue – report back and use outcome as the basis for a practice essay.
	Issue students with copy of assessment objectives and their meaning. Set and mark  an essay
	It may be useful to go through some sample answers before embarking on an essay to establish expectations.


	General Studies H079: The Cultural and Social Domains: F731

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic: Cultural Domain
	What are our individual responses to matters of conscience?

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	· Is abortion against the laws of nature?
	‘Should a woman have a right to do what she wants with her own body?’  Research one or two case studies. Debate (Judge and Jury scenario)

Is a fetus classed as a person or human being? Discuss ethical and religious viewpoints; introduce scientific knowledge – AO3 practice.


	The Abortion Debate –  ISSUES Volume 126, Independence Publishers – Craig Donnellan, editor

Design a Venn Diagram of ideas – religious, ethical, scientific – look for links
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The parents with the hardest choice of all, Amelia Hill, Observer, Sunday 15 July 2007 – should parents agree to an abortion or risk having a disabled child
	Use of a flip chart



	· ‘It’s my life and I’ll do with it as I please.’
	What is a doctor’s or lawyer’s view of abortion? ‘Wheel of responsibility’ What is the role of doctor, nurse, lawyer, family, clergy, government 

Life is a god-given right! Where do peoples’ beliefs and values count? 
	Construct a spinning wheel with the named roles as segments. Divide the class into the roles specified; each group contributes to the debate as the wheel reaches their name. 
[image: image9.jpg]



www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A1103798 - an interesting, evolving site concerned with the Hippocratic Oath

	

	· Drugs – the new fashion!
	Why drugs? What are the reasons? Substance matrix (AO1) + reasons for control (AO2):  Assembling information for an essay.

Control and education – why it this failing? Research how and to what extent drugs form part of primary and secondary socialization. Write a talk for school or college students pointing out a number of important positions.
	Drug Abuse  –  ISSUES Volume 114, Independence Publishers – Craig Donnellan, editor

www.homeoffice.gov.uk/drugs

	Try to contact local constabulary re-visit by Drugs Team

Possible opportunity for PSHE work to be included in this topic

	· Animals have no rights…or do they?
	What is the current position? Can there be an end to experimentation and exploitation? 

Only humans have rights  Examine  and discuss the Treaty of Human Rights. What other rights could be included?
	Law failing animals used in medical research, 

Ian Sample, Guardian science correspondent
Tuesday July 24, 2007
[image: image13.png] www.animalrights.net
www.huntingdon.com
These websites will offer two contrasting views on the issue of animal rights and the linked scientific topic of experimentation.


	


Sample Lesson Plan: The Social Domain

Question:
Outline and discuss two factors which might influence the way people vote during a General Election.
Target Content:

What is a General Election?
Aim
	To gain an overview of the UK Electoral System

	Objective 1
	To become familiar with terms and vocabulary.

	Objective 2 
	To understand the different kinds of election.

	Objective 3
	To acquire an overview of different kinds of electoral system.


Resources
· Glossary of terms related to elections.
· Overhead projector for showing slides explaining different kind of election.
	Time
	Content
	Activity

	10
	An introduction to the democratic process; the importance of voting; the history of elections and reform (see appendix 1).
	Teacher lecture

	10
	Different types of election/three types of voting system – reading.

List five specific issues which are the most important in a local election.
	Handout/Groups

	10
	Feedback to the class.
	Brainstorm

	20
	Campaigning – how people are persuaded.

Student Activities Exercise 3: Create a Role Play. Performance of one or more.
	Group activity

	10
	Plenary – discussion of personal preference for a fair system of voting. Discussion of personal experience.
	Discussion

	EXTENSION WORK

Student Activities Exercise 4: Use the Newspapers


Appendix 1 - The History of Elections

References in the lecture might include:

· the first elections in England in 1264;
· the Model Parliament of Edward 1 (1295);
· changes that took place between 1429 (shire rules) to 1832, which might include reference to royal charters and the relationship between voting and property, and no votes for women due to this;
· corruption – uneven numbers of MPs in different areas – some had none;
· the Reform Act of 1832;
· secret ballots being introduced in 1872;
· the rights of all men over 21 and all women ratepayers aged 30 and over to vote in 1918 (women finally achieving the same voting rights as men in 1928);
· the lowering of the age limit to 18 in 1969.

Appendix 2 - Different kinds of election
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Appendix 3 - Different kinds of voting system
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In the United States, the President is not elected directly, but through an electoral college. Every four years, on the first Tuesday in November, electors go to the polls to choose their president. The votes for each state are counted up and the winner declared.
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In France, elections for the President and Parliament take place on two successive Sundays. On the first day, electors choose from a long list of candidates. A winner can only be declared if he/she has more than 50% of the vote. If this does not happen then the two top candidates go forward to a second ballot on the following Sunday. This can see political parties negotiating between each other for support.
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In Australia (as well as Austria, Belgium, Brazil, and Greece) it is an offence not to vote in elections. The offender will be fined between $20-$50. It is regarded as a duty for every citizen and should therefore be compulsory. It may also be regarded as undemocratic to force someone to vote.
Appendix 4: Glossary of Useful Terms
	Ballot box
	Black metal box into which completed ballot papers are put.

	Ballot paper
	Official voting paper used to mark a person’s vote.

	By-election
	Election called to fill a vacancy in parliament or a local council.

	Candidate
	Someone who stands in an election.

	Canvass
	To try to get someone to vote and support in an election.

	Constituency
	The geographical area represented by a Member of Parliament.

	Councillor
	Elected member of a local council.

	Democracy
	Government by the people or their elected representative.

	Deposit
	Candidates in a general election pay about £500 to stand. This is returned if they poll more than 5% of the vote.

	Election
	The selection, by vote, of a person to represent the people in Parliament, local council or another organisation.

	Elector
	Person on the electoral register who is able to vote in an election.

	Electoral Register
	List of people eligible to vote.

	General Election
	Election held when parliament is dissolved and every MP faces re-election.

	Knocking-up
	Party workers knocking on supporters’ doors to make sure they vote.

	Local council
	Groups of councillors elected to govern a city, town or rural district of the UK.

	Manifesto
	Public statement of aims, policies and objectives issued by political parties in advance of an election.

	MP
	Member of Parliament elected to represent a constituency in the House of Commons.

	Polling station
	Building used to hold on election on polling day.

	Proportional representation
	System of voting that tries to balance the total votes cast with the total number of candidates.

	Seat
	The parliamentary constituency held by an MP who sits in the House of Commons.

	Teller
	Person who counts the ballot papers.

	Ward
	An area that elects a local councillor to represent them.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement the new General Studies specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Hodder is the publisher partner for OCR GCE General Studies.
Hodder is producing the following resources for OCR GCE General Studies for first teaching in September 2008:
Paul Fletcher, John Chiverell, John Pearce, Jan Robinson, Justin Woolliscroft OCR General Studies for A level student book (2008) ISBN:9780340965214 
Paul Fletcher, John Chiverell, John Pearce, Jan Robinson, Justin Woolliscroft OCR general Studies for A level Teaching File and PowerPoint CD ROM (2008) ISBN:9780340965238 
Paul Fletcher OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 1 (single copy) and OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 1 (10 pack) (2008) ISBN:9780340968192

John Chiverell OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 2 (single copy) and OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 2 (10 pack) (2009) ISBN:9780340968208 
John Pearce OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 3 (single copy) and OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 3 (10 pack) (2009) ISBN:9780340968215
Jan Robinson OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 4 (single copy) and OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 4 (10 pack) (2010) ISBN:9780340968222 
Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.





















Different kinds of Election








Parliamentary


Elections








Local Council Elections








Political Party and Trades Union Elections





National Organisations and Companies








Regional Assemblies





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching idea contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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