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Introduction
The paper was broadly comparable to previous papers in structure, coverage of the 
specification and the demands made on candidates. The number of candidates this year 
was considerably lower in recent series but does not seem to reflect a significant change in 
ability. Candidates did not appear to have difficulty in completing the paper and a relatively 
small number of papers included questions which were not attempted.

Candidates generally were familiar with the requirements of AO1 and AO2, but responses 
to all of the AO3 questions were generally disappointing. Few candidates seemed to be 
aware of different types of evidence and argument, and in the essays were rarely able to do 
more than accumulate marks for the identification of evidence and producing a plausible 
conclusion.

A significant weakness in the essay questions is the failure to produce sufficient relevant 
supporting evidence. Candidates should be aware that unsupported assertions, especially in 
one-sided answers, will not score well.

The level of communication is generally good but the quality of handwriting continues to 
deteriorate. A significant number of scripts were almost illegible. This inevitably means that 
examiners miss valid points which in more clearly written answers might score marks.

Candidates appeared to be better informed and more able to gain marks in section A 
(Religion) than in section B (Art). The level of knowledge and understanding demonstrated 
in Section B was disappointing, suggesting that few candidates had discussed this section of 
the Specification.



4 GCE General Studies 4 6GS04 01

Question 1
This was a new type of question because it was focused on specific religious beliefs. Some 
candidates answered well and showed good knowledge and understanding of the two 
religions. It was sometimes noticeable that candidates were able to provide very detailed 
knowledge of one religion but were very sketchy or confused about the other. Too many of 
the weaker answers merely said they both 'believed in the afterlife' but did not give specific 
details. Some used correct technical terms like 'reincarnation' but failed to explain them. 
Islam tended to attract better answers than Hinduism.

This answer was awarded two marks, earning one mark for B5 
(reincarnation) and a second for B6 (the new body determined 
by previous life). The paragraph about Islam is too vague to earn 
marks. The final phrase about being united with Allah would have 
been rewarded by the addition of something like 'in Paradise'.

Examiner Comments
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This answer earned all four marks. The 
section about Islam was credited for A2 
(eternal life in day of judgement) and A4 
(punishment of wicked in hell). Hinduism 
earned marks for B5 (reincarnation) and B8 
(release of the soul to Nirvana).

Examiner Comments

A question asking 'outline' does 
not need a detailed explanation 
of points made, but it is 
important to include sufficient 
number of points to match the 
number of marks available.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Like most of the questions testing AO3 this question was answered weakly in most cases. 
Relatively few candidates were able to identify either of the acceptable types of argument. 
Answers showed a lack of knowledge or understanding of the different types of argument, 
even though this is an area of the specification which has been tested regularly. Far too 
many suggested 'argument from opinion'. Almost as many answers claimed it was a 
deductive argument. Very few identified it as a causal argument and the majority who 
scored the 'identify' mark said it was inductive. The reasons given usually confirmed the lack 
of understanding. Deductive arguments were described as from the specific to the general 
while some explanations of inductive claimed they were from the general to the specific. 
The most popular 'correct' answers earned marks for A1 and A4 for causal and B1 for 
inductive. Too many claimed that inductive arguments were based on opinion without 
evidence and very few were able to show that conclusions were only probable and could be 
changed with additional evidence.

This answer gained one mark for 
correctly identifying inductive and 
a second mark for B1 (specific to 
general). The final sentence is clearly 
wrong and earns no marks.

Examiner Comments
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This answer was awarded no marks. Opinion 
is not an acceptable type of argument. The 
explanation is confused, but could not have 
been awarded a mark because of the error in the 
first part. If a type of argument had been named 
(even if it was wrong) one mark might have 
been awarded for a sound explanation of that 
particular type of argument.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
Some candidates ignored the question and merely wrote about secularism without 
reference to the set question. Some candidates cited evidence from the passage without 
referring to how it reflected the attitude of the writer. The better candidates were able 
to cite a range of evidence, showing that the author had a negative attitude to radical 
secularism, but that there are some indications of a change in her attitude.

This earned one mark. The first paragraph 
shows that the candidate had misunder-
stood the passage. The question asks for 
'evidence from source 1' but apart from the 
reference to 'purging' (A4) no supporting 
evidence is provided to show the negative 
attitude of the author.

Examiner Comments

This answer shows the importance 
of reading passages carefully.

Examiner Tip
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This short answer gained four marks. Credit is 
given for stating her opposition to secularism 
(A7), for religion being purged (A4), for 
advocating faith schools and the need for more 
religion not less (A5) and for recognising the 
danger that religion soon may no longer exist. 
The reference to 'purged' has already been 
credited so gains no further marks. 

Examiner Comments

Answers do not have to be long, 
provided the necessary number of 
points have been made to earn the 
marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
As with other AO3 questions this was not answered as well as in previous years which 
suggests that candidates were not aware of the technical demands in this AO. Too many 
candidates ignored the question and merely wrote about the issue. Some candidates cited 
relevant evidence, and so earned a mark, but failed to analyse the strengths or weaknesses 
of the evidence to earn additional marks. When candidates did earn a second mark it was 
usually for distinguishing between fact and opinion (A4) or by adding a plausible conclusion 
(A7).

This answer scored three marks. It was 
credited with A4 for recognising the 
difference between fact and opinion; 
A5 for identifying omissions (not 
looking at other religions) and A1 for 
citing relevant evidence.

Examiner Comments
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This answer scored one mark. Credit 
was given for citing evidence (A1) but 
none of the other marking points 
were addressed in a way that justified 
further credit.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5
Many candidates provided interesting answers on what is a very topical issue. Some 
answers were very one-sided, focusing mainly on Islamic dress and relating their answer to 
safety and security. Other answers argued in favour of the freedom of the individual to do 
as they wished. The better answers were balanced and able to show different perspectives 
and draw evidence from different religions. Many ignored the link to smoking but those who 
did tended to reject the comparison because smoking, unlike religious dress or symbols, 
was a danger to health (even though some had previously argued in favour of banning 
certain dress because of security issues). Few recognised that the comparison had to do 
with the act of banning - 'we've banned smoking in public life so it is perfectly possible to 
ban other things society objects to' - rather than the reasons for banning (health/danger/
disruption).
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This is a good answer which scored 11 marks. It was placed 
in band D3 with seven marks for AO1/2 L3. It attempts to 
present a balanced two-sided argument suggesting there 
should be no ban because it would be against human rights/
freedom and it is not like smoking because it causes no 
harm to others. As religious dress is a form of expression, 
a ban would have to include other 'offensive clothing'. The 
contrary argument is that a ban might stop some religiously 
provoked attacks and a recognition that some dress does 
appear threatening. The answer has a simple conclusion 
and uses a limited amount of evidence. Uses evidence of 
Paris Burka ban. The answer was credited with four marks 
for AO4. Communication is clear and coherent and the few 
minor errors do not inhibit understanding.  

Examiner Comments

To score more than half marks 
this type of question requires at 
least two different perspectives 
and needs to be supported with 
relevant evidence.

Examiner Tip
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This answer earned seven marks. AO1/2 was awarded level 2 with 
four marks. The answer is fairly superficial and fails to address the 
'socially divisive' element in the question. It makes several basic points 
such as our right to the same freedom as others to wear the dress we 
want. The candidate claims that religious symbols encourage attack 
but banning them could encourage rather than discourage violence. 
It argues that a ban would not solve underlying religious issues. Three 
marks were awarded for AO4 since the meaning is generally clear 
and errors do not seriously inhibit communication. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)
Most candidates were able to identify the correct answer.

Question 6 (b)
Most candidates were able to score at least one mark by identifying statement iii. About two 
thirds of all candidates were able to identify statement 5 correctly.
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Question 7
Most candidates were able to explain the meaning of analogy. Some misunderstood the 
question and assumed they were being asked to identify analogies from the passage. 
Explanations of why it was counted a weak form of reasoning were generally poor but many 
were able to make reasonable comments about why analogies were often counted as weak. 
Answers generally were fairly superficial.

This was a good answer which scored 
all four marks for identifying both 
strengths and weaknesses. Credit was 
given for A3 (ease of communication) 
and A4 (aids to understanding of 
complex issues), B4 (paying attention 
to perceived similarities but ignoring 
differences) and B5 (difficulty of 
interpretation).

Examiner Comments
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Two marks awarded. Credit is given for 
A4 but the other two points made are 
simply variations on this and so cannot 
be credited. One mark is credited for 
B5 (difficulty of interpretation).

Examiner Comments

Some candidates lost marks by 
only concentrating on strengths or 
weaknesses. It is important to address 
all issues raised in questions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
This was a fairly straightforward exercise and most candidates were able to score at least 
two marks. Some allowed themselves to be diverted into a discussion of evolution and 
failed to address the question as set. A number of candidates were able to offer explanatory 
comments on why the evidence they had selected supported a presumed link between 
evolution and the arts.

This answer was awarded four marks. Three 
marks were credited for bullets 4, 5 and 8. A 
fourth mark was credited for showing how 
these changes link to evolutionary theories. 
(The same point is made twice but can only 
be credited once.)

Examiner Comments

This question asks for identification of 
evidence from the passage so credit 
is not given to answers which discuss 
the issue without referring directly to 
relevant evidence from the passage.

Examiner Tip
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This answer did not earn any marks. 
The candidate has discussed evolution 
and similarities in the arts but has not 
addressed the question, which requires 
specific evidence to be selected from 
the passage. The second paragraph is 
a move in the right direction but is not 
directly linked to the passage and so 
cannot be credited.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9
Answers to this question were generally disappointing, in spite of the frequency with which 
questions about aesthetic evaluation have been set in the past. The majority of candidates 
clearly had no idea what the question was about and failed to explain the term. Aesthetic 
evaluation is essentially about creating a set of objective criteria which can be applied to any 
work of art. Most candidates merely dismissed it as a subjective approach. Few were able to 
list or discuss the main criteria of form, content and longevity and so could not explain how 
the criteria enabled a critic to assess worth. Too many candidates associated 'worth' with 
cost/value/price and so missed the point of the question.

This was one of the better answers 
and was awarded four marks. Credit 
was given for A1 - pleasing to the eye 
- and two marks were awarded for 
A4 for style and form. A fourth mark 
was given for the final sentence which 
shows that aesthetic evaluation can be 
applied to other forms of art.

Examiner Comments
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This was awarded two marks. Credit is given for 
bullets A1 (judging beauty/the way it looks) and 
A4 for form. Much of the answer shows a lack of 
knowledge and understanding about this term. 
Meaning and influence are the type of issues 
examined under content - the message of the art 
work - and so the final comment is inaccurate. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 10
Attempts at this mini-essay were probably slightly more successful than for Q5. There 
was, however, considerable confusion. Some candidates ignored the issue of originality/
innovation and merely wrote about economic influences. These tended to be seen purely in 
terms of what people were prepared to pay to buy a work of art. Few answers considered 
patronage. Very few distinguished between the originator of a style and those who imitated 
it, e.g. for commercial reasons. Many ignored the idea that artists are artists because they 
feel they have something to say and simply reduced 'style' to a mechanism that artists used 
because it was popular or lucrative. Most answers concentrated on Banksy and graffiti, 
while Hirst and Emin also appeared frequently. Candidates did not often demonstrate a 
wide range of knowledge.
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Ten marks were awarded. AO1/2 was placed at the 
bottom of band 3 and awarded seven marks. The 
answer attempted to achieve balance by considering 
expressionism and the economic pressures to buy 
what we like. The mark could have been higher if 
the comment about pop-art had been developed. 
The answer was awarded three marks for AO4 
as meaning is generally clear and errors do not 
inhibit understanding. 

Examiner Comments
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This answer was awarded four marks (AO1/2) and was 
placed in band 1 and given two marks. The answer shows 
very limited understanding of the topic and presents 
little if any supporting evidence. It consists of a series 
of unsupported assertions. The brief comment about 
high costs appears to be an attempt to deal with the 
economic aspect of the question but it is rather confused. 
Communication (AO4) was awarded two marks. There 
are several spelling errors and sentence structure is not 
always clear so that meaning is sometimes obscured.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11
This was the less popular of the two essays. Some answers were well-balanced and 
thoughtful and attempted to examine the motivation of protesters. Better answers 
recognised that different issues attracted different types of protester and one individual 
could protest about one issue for selfish reasons but address another from a more altruistic 
viewpoint. Such answers also recognised that people can have a combination of different 
motivations. It is perfectly possible to be concerned about the public good as well as having 
selfish interests. Weaker answers tended to concentrate on the issues mentioned in the 
question and argue about them rather than about the broader issue of why people protest. 
Few answers used relevant specific supporting evidence.
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This was a good answer which achieved 22 marks (AO1/2) and was placed 
in band 4 and awarded 15 marks. This answer makes a genuine attempt to 
adopt a balanced view. The answer recognises that protesters may include 
individuals and organisations; that people may be genuinely motivated by 
self-interest but can at the same time be concerned for the public good. 
The answer notes that most of the developments described affect all of us 
because it costs the public purse (us) to make developments. AO3 earned 
two marks. One mark was awarded for A1 (citing relevant evidence) and 
one mark for A6 for a plausible conclusion. Communication is good and 
earned five marks for AO4. It is clearly written - sentences are well-structured 
and meaning is clear. 

Examiner Comments

It helps to deconstruct essay questions 
before starting to write. Inclusion of a 
plan can help formulate ideas and 
show that the central issue in the 
question has been identified. Many 
candidates were distracted by the 
examples given and wrote about them 
rather than about the motivation for 
protest.

Examiner Tip



31GCE General Studies 4 6GS04 01



32 GCE General Studies 4 6GS04 01



33GCE General Studies 4 6GS04 01



34 GCE General Studies 4 6GS04 01

This was awarded 10 marks. AO1/2 was placed in band 2 and given six marks. The 
answer distinguishes between some of the issues raised in the source where protest is in 
the public interest and some which are motivated by self-interest. This is very superficial 
and takes the form of unsupported assertion. On the third page the candidate claims 
that in reality all protests are motivated by self-interest even if the public good may 
be involved. The final part of the answer seems to be an attempt to address AO3 and 
argues that the claim is opinion, and would be strengthened if there was factual support. 
Unfortunately the candidate does not provide any supporting evidence. The answer does 
not do enough to justify band 3. Two marks were awarded for AO3 for marking points A3 
(distinguishing between fact and opinion) and A3 (specific use of fact and opinion in the 
answer). Communication is weak and was awarded band 2, two marks. AO4, band 2 - two 
marks. Communication is poor and often confusing. Sentence construction is weak as is 
the spelling. Full stops are missing. Meaning is sometimes not at all clear. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 12
This was the more popular of the two essays but not always answered as well as Q11. Many 
answers were one-sided and argued on the basis of human rights and free will. The better 
answers were those which recognised that 'right' and 'wrong' are social constructs and 
really require an authority before they are meaningful. Some interpreted the two terms in 
the sense of 'acceptable' or 'not acceptable' to the individual. Some argued on the basis that 
law defines what is wrong, others took the view that there was a difference between things 
that affect others and those which only affect individuals. Some candidates turned it into a 
question about different types of moral reasoning.
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This answer was awarded 16 marks. AO1/2 was placed in 
band 3 with 10 marks. The answer adopts a largely one-
sided viewpoint. We are taught what is right and wrong 
and most of us have the ability to decide. The candidate 
attempted to turn the question into a nature/nurture debate 
and argues that some people are not likely to decide and 
decisions therefore have to be taken for them. The answer 
has a conclusion but contains little supporting evidence. 
AO3 was awarded two marks for A1 (citing evidence) and A6 
(plausible conclusion). Communication was awarded four 
marks for AO4 as writing is sound and meaning is generally 
clear. The few errors do not inhibit understanding. 

Examiner Comments
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Section C
Section C questions are those essays for which the candidate gave no indication in the tick 
box to show which had been chosen. Comments made for Q11 and Q12 are relevant to the 
answers in this section.

This was awarded 22 marks. AO1/2 was placed in band 4 and awarded 15 marks. 
The candidate attempts to take a balanced view and distinguishes between types 
of actions. The response addresses the problem of who decides what is right and 
wrong nationally and links to the nature and nurture debate, arguing that we are 
not born with values and have to acquire them. It suggests there are some minor 
things we can decide for ourselves but major issues need legislation/sanctions. A 
number of relevant examples are identified (abortion, euthanasia, manslaughter) 
but not really examined in depth. The conclusion is that we should be able to decide 
if decisions don't affect others. The answer does not do enough to reach the top of 
the band. Two marks were awarded for AO3 for A1 (citing relevant evidence) and A6 
(providing a plausible conclusion). Communication is good and correct form is used. 
A few minor errors prevent it reaching full marks. AO4 is awarded five marks.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary

The paper performed broadly in line with previous examinations. Questions gave 
a reasonable spread over most topics in the specification and gave candidates the 
opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and ability. 

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 develop and show greater knowledge and understanding of AO3

•	 present work in a clear and legible form so that they can be awarded the marks that 
their work deserves

•	 deconstruct questions to make sure that they answer what has been asked rather than 
picking up on key words and failing to answer

•	 support their arguments with factual evidence based on their own knowledge and 
experience

•	 recognise that most issues can be validly addressed from different perspectives
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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