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Introduction
This paper is similar to previous papers and made comparable demands on candidates. 
The style of questions asked was similar to previous years and would have been familiar to 
candidates who were prepared for it. Question 7, the extended writing question in Section 
A, was the only new type of question. However, it followed an approach used for several 
years by the parallel Unit 3 paper. A significant number of candidates seem to have found 
the new question type too demanding and failed to attempt it. Generally speaking the 
pattern of marks awarded for question 7 was broadly in line with those achieved by question 
14, the extended writing question in Section B.

Most candidates appeared able to meet the demands of the paper, although some appeared 
not to have been adequately prepared, either in terms of required knowledge or expected 
skills. Of the three main Assessment Objective, the one that candidates seemed least at 
home with, was AO3. Short answer questions which test the application of specific AO3 
skills seem to pose few difficulties for most candidates. Questions 7 and 12, which test 
candidates’ ability to evaluate the evidence and arguments used by an author in order to 
justify a conclusion, seemed to be less well-mastered. This difficulty is even more marked 
in the essay section. Four marks are allocated for the demonstration of AO3 skills, but 
few candidates score more than two marks. In particular, candidates regularly failed to 
demonstrate their ability to distinguish between fact and opinion and balance or bias. 
However, it should be noted that many candidates now seem better able to demonstrate 
AO3 skills than was the case with their predecessors.

Time does not seem to have presented problems. Few candidates appeared to lack sufficient 
time to answer all questions. There were very few excessively short or unfinished essays. 
Perhaps inevitably, there were some flippant and frivolous answers, but there appears to 
have been very few candidates who sought to be deliberately offensive.

Communication was generally sound, and sometimes excellent. A continuing problem is the 
decline in the quality of handwriting seen in some scripts. Candidates may have excellent 
knowledge and may be able to develop well thought out arguments. These are of little value 
if examiners are unable to read them and assess properly what has been written.

This year there seemed to be less problem of candidates misinterpreting questions. Most 
answers were relevant, but at times key issues were missed or ignored.
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Question 1 (a)
This question, asking for a simple definition, presented many candidates with difficulties. A 
bland statement that a 'value' was a belief was insufficient. Candidates who achieved the 
mark usually showed that values were beliefs or opinions which were regarded as of central 
importance to life or which influenced conduct or behaviour.

This answer made both the required points and so scored 
a mark, even though there is no reference to behaviour.

Examiner Comments

Succinct answers are some times better than longer 
answers, especially on low mark questions.

Examiner Tip
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In contrast, this answer did not score. It is too vague and general and does not 
contain the idea that values are important or influence life. It simply recycles 
words from the passage without showing any understanding of the term.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b)
This question was correctly answered by the majority of the candidates, perhaps because 
there was a comment in the passage which could be quoted. Expected responses needed to 
indicate that a virtue was a desirable quality.

This answer is too vague to earn credit. The explanation could 
apply just as well to ‘fear’ or ‘greed’, neither of which would count 
as a virtue. There is no reference to the idea of a desirable quality.

 No marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments

This very short answer says sufficient to earn the 
mark. The example helps show understanding, but 
if ‘honesty’ had appeared without any explanation 
it would not have been credited. 1 mark awarded.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)
This question was generally answered correctly by the majority of candidates.

Question 2 (b)
The majority of candidates selected the correct response.

Question (3)
Almost half of all candidates failed to score on this question, while about a third were able 
to identify one of the required analogies. Too many quoted phrases which were assertions 
rather than analogies, and a number ignored the instruction to restrict their selections to 
paragraphs 1-5.

This answer did not score any marks. Neither points refer to argument by analogy. The 
second point is simply a reversal of point 1. Even if point 1 had been creditworthy, point 2 
would not have earned a second mark as it would be classed as repetition of the same idea.

Examiner Comments
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The first point is credited as one of those listed in the mark scheme. It is a quotation 
of part of a sentence which contains an analogy. Unfortunately it has omitted the 
crucial part, ‘just as with ... fractions or verbs’, and so could not be credited.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
The majority of candidates scored 2 or 3 of the available marks. Most were able to indicate 
some changes which had taken place in attitudes to religion. Answers often referred to 
social changes but failed to make clear how far these resulted from, rather than contributed 
to, changed attitudes to religion. The most frequent examples of social change concerned 
homosexuality and sexual relationships.

This excellent answer was awarded 5 marks. It earned one mark for the declining 
importance of “being religious” (A3) and one mark for a “looser interpretation of religious 
texts” (A2), changing moral standards (B2) and the example of homosexuality. No further 
credit was made for the second reference to the Bible and religious texts, but a final mark 
was credited for stating that social values now stemmed from ethics rather than religion.

Examiner Comments
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This answer earned 4 marks. Credit was given for people becoming less 
religious and for religious beliefs having less influence today than in the 
past. A mark was given for the example of gay marriage and another for the 
comment about the rejection of the Churches teaching of homosexuality. The 
final sentence is not specific enough to earn the final mark.

Examiner Comments
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This answer only gained 2 marks. One mark was awarded for changing 
attitudes to homosexuality and gay marriage and a second for Churches 
now accepting it. No credit was given for the final undeveloped phrase which 
suggests that changing social values may have changed religious attitudes.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be guided by the number of marks available. 
Five marks suggests that five different points need to be made.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Over half of all candidates scored either 1 or 2 marks, while approximately a third scored 
full marks. The main weakness shown by many candidates was the failure to explain the 
meaning of 'culture' which was crucial for an understanding of the term. Too often culture 
was used without explanation. Answers were generally better in explaining the concept of 
‘specific’ and most were able to identify a relevant example. Candidates who failed to score 
usually did so because they gave an example which was not (virtually) unique to a specific 
culture.

This answer gained all three marks. It indicates that a religious 
group is a culture, and shows awareness that some cultures eat 
certain meat while others reject it. The reference to a ‘certain 
culture’ and the example underlines the meaning of ‘specific’, ‘cows 
as sacred animal are unique to one culture but not to others’.

Examiner Comments
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This answer earned two marks. One mark is credited for, ‘applying to only one culture‘. The 
repeated use of the word culture without explanation cannot be credited. The reference to ‘Muslim 
women’ does not show clear understanding that ‘Muslim’ refers to a specific culture. It needed 
to be expanded to show that religious groups can constitute a separate culture, showing it to be 
distinctive from others. The example, as an example, is creditworthy and so gains a second mark.

Examiner Comments

Questions which ask for a definition or explanation of a term will not 
score if the word being defined is used as the main part of a definition. 
It is important to show that the term is understood. The idea of a 
‘culture’ in the sense used here is of a particular group with identifiable 
characteristics that make them different to other comparable groups.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
Exactly half of all candidates scored two marks while about a quarter failed to score any. 
It is a fairly straightforward question. Candidates usually failed to score because they 
presented single words rather than phrases. Some failed to score because they provided 
parts of sentences but omitted the crucial phrases which were required. Some only gave 
one phrase when the question clearly indicates that two were required. Candidates had 
considerable scope for choosing correct responses.

The first point is not listed in the mark scheme and does not 
‘describe different qualities to be welcomed, so cannot score 
a mark. The second point is awarded a mark, even though 
a sentence has been quoted rather than simply the relevant 
phrase.

Examiner Comments

This question gives a clear context for the selection of 
phrases. The key is that the chosen phrase describes 
a quality. This answer has, for point 1, simply outlined 
an instruction relating to ‘virtue’ (a general term) 
rather than a quality (such as ‘honesty’).

Examiner Tip
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No marks were awarded to this answer. It has identified two desirable 
qualities but has not quoted phrases from the passage. The explanation of 
why these two qualities are desirable may be accurate but do not answer 
the question as set. To score marks, candidates must use phrases from the 
passage and not just identify or comment on qualities found in the passage.

Examiner Comments

Candidates must learn to read questions carefully and make 
sure their answer is a response to what has been asked. No 
marks can be given if the question as set is not answered.

Examiner Tip



16 GCE General Studies 6GS04 01

Question 7
This is a new style of question for Unit 4, but it is a pattern that has been regularly used on 
Unit 3. It tests AO2 (selection and organisation of evidence) and AO3 (evaluation of types of 
argument and evidence). 

Most candidates were able to identify relevant evidence and either outlined some points of 
argument presented by the author, or examined the nature of arguments used. This second 
approach often focused on the use of analogy, making use of the evidence used to answer 
question 3. Some AO3 responses were extremely good and could have scored more than the 
four marks available. Most were able to score a mark for use of evidence and another for 
a plausible conclusion rising out of their answer. Some were able to recognise the different 
strengths of arguments based on fact rather than opinion and several were able to discuss 
questions of bias and balance. 

Too many used meaningless expressions such as 'argument from opinion'. A number 
claimed there was evidence of deductive argument, whilst a surprising number felt that the 
argument was lacking because there was no argument from authority. Those making this 
point did not seem to recognise that it is generally recognised as a weak form of argument.
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This answer gained 11 marks.

AO2 (evidence): Credit is given for reference to B4 (example). AO2 (argument): Analogy is 
mentioned twice but it is not examined or explained/understood so gains no credit. The answer 
briefly and simply outlines the author’s line of argument. Credit is given for the beliefs/understanding 
of the issue (1 mark), for the justification of the traits selected (1 mark) and for the judgement 
about major faiths (1 mark), thus reaching the maximum of 3 marks for argument. Total for AO2 
is 4 marks. AO3: Credit is given for A1 (identification of evidence), A4 (distinguishing between fact 
and opinion), A5 (examination of flaws and omissions) and A7 (a plausible conclusion), so reaching 
the maximum of 4 marks. AO4: The answer is clearly written and meaning is usually clear, although 
there are a few minor errors. ‘Paragraphs’ are usually single sentences. Total for AO4 is 3 marks. 
Total awarded: AO2: 4 marks, AO3: 4 marks, AO4: 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Questions which ask for a consideration of evidence and arguments used in a passage will not score 
high marks if the answer focuses on a personal view of the issue presented. This type of question 
must be focussed entirely on the quality of the content in the passage.

Examiner Tip
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This answer was awarded seven marks. AO2 (evidence): One mark is credited for 
B1 and 1 mark for B3 (examples). Note that B1 is repeated at the end of page 1 and 
does not earn further credit. AO2 (argument): There is no examination of types of 
argument used. The final short paragraph does not earn AO3 A7, but is (just) worthy 
of one mark for a brief summary of the author’s argument. Total for AO2 is 3 marks. 
AO3: Credit A1 (evidence) and A4 (fact and opinion). Total for AO3 is 2 marks. AO4: 
Meaning is generally clear but there is some awkward phrasing, earning two marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
Almost half of candidates scored one mark and a similar proportion scored two marks. 
The main reason for loss of marks was a failure to explain 'evolutionary'. Evolution may 
be a well-known term, but if a question asks for 'evolutionary' to be explained it must be 
explained clearly. Most answers were able to show that evolutionary psychology dealt with 
the human mind, thinking or behaviour, but too many failed to explain that it was concerned 
with change or adaptation over time. A few answers mistakenly suggested it was about 
change to an individual during the course of a single life time.

Reference to psychological qualities and evolutionary theory are not 
explained or developed and so cannot be credited. The qualities listed 
are physical and not psychological and so do not earn any marks.

Examiner Comments
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One mark is credited for the reference to thinking 
patterns and brain/behaviour and a second mark 
for change/development over time.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 (a)
Just over half of all candidates achieved the mark. Some candidates failed to score because 
their writing so was so unclear that it was impossible to distinguish whether the answer read 
as 'nature' or 'nurture'.

Question 9 (b)
Almost half of all candidates scored all three marks. The main weaknesses which costs 
marks were confusion between ‘nature’ and ‘nurture’ and failure (when correct statements 
were made) to identify which was ‘nature’ and which was ‘nurture’. Candidates should 
remember that when an answer depends on defining two closely related terms they 
should make clear which definition relates to which term. Most were able to give a clear 
indication of what the debate is about.

Three marks are awarded for correctly identifying the meaning 
of the terms and briefly explaining the nature of the debate.

Examiner Comments

Answers do not need to be over-elaborate in order to score 
marks. Short answers which make key points are effective.

Examiner Tip
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This was awarded one mark. It fails to explain which of the two 
characteristics described is ‘nature’ and which is ‘nurture’. It 
can therefore only be credited with 1 mark for identifying the 
content of the debate, even though the definitions are correct.

Examiner Comments

The correct definition of either term does not make it clear whether the 
definition refers to ‘nature’ or ‘nurture’ and, therefore, cannot be credited.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
Just over half of all candidates scored either two or three marks. Most candidates focused 
on equal pay or equal opportunities and were able to give some explanation of how these 
contributed to changing the place of women in society. A number failed to identify any 
law but simply wrote about the changing status of women. A disappointing number of 
candidates used as their example votes for women, often talking about the work of the 
suffragettes. Undoubtedly this played an important part in changing women's status, but 
occurring in 1918 it lay outside the parameters of the question and so could not be credited.

This answer was one of only a few responses which scored full marks. One mark is credited 
for correctly identifying the Act and one mark for referring to equal pay for doing the same 
job. A third mark is awarded for saying the Act reduced discrimination in the work place 
and the fourth mark for discussing the increased confidence of women in the work place.

Examiner Comments

A succinct well-structured answer can be 
high scoring.

Examiner Tip
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This answer was awarded three marks. No specific law is identified and so the mark 
cannot be awarded. Credit is given for fair pay for men and women for the same job, 
for the comment about not discriminating between men and women applicants and 
the reference to improving status of women. The opening sentence is correct, but 
there is no indication that the reference is to either equal pay or equal opportunities 
legislation. It could simply refer to a general swell of popular or media based pressure.

Examiner Comments

For this question it is not necessary to name a specific Act or give the 
exact date when it was passed, provided there is a clear reference 
which allows the examiner to identify the Act that is being referred to.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11
Only a few candidates scored both marks and half of all candidates scored one mark. Most 
candidates were able to recognise that ‘bias’ meant an argument was one-sided. Many who 
scored the second mark were able to show that a biased argument would be selective in 
the evidence presented or might manipulate evidence. Too many suggested that biased 
arguments consisted of opinions rather than facts.

One mark is awarded for one-sided argument (B1). The second point 
does not really add significantly to the first and so is not credited.

Examiner Comments
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Two marks awarded for ‘exaggeration’ (B2) and ‘one-sided’ (B1)

Examiner Comments
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Question 12
This was a fairly straightforward question, with the majority of candidates gaining two 
marks. A few candidates ignored the restriction to paragraphs 4-6, and others ignored the 
qualifier, 'challenge'.

The first point does not challenge the issue referred 
to in the question. The second point does and is 
credited with one mark for bullet 3 in the mark 
scheme.

Examiner Comments



30 GCE General Studies 6GS04 01

No marks were awarded. Neither phrase relates at all to the idea that behaviours have evolved to 
achieve a set purpose. It simply describes what some might see as female characteristics.

Examiner Comments

Questions need to be read carefully and all qualifying 
terms should be addressed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13
This is a fairly common test of AO3 and is used in all four units. Most candidates were able 
to achieve at least one mark (usually for A1), identifying specific evidence; of these just 
under a quarter achieved three or four marks. The most common responses from the mark 
scheme were A1, A3 (balance and bias), A4 (fact, opinion and assertion), and A7 (plausible 
conclusion). Candidates who failed to score usually did so because they failed to examine 
the evidence and instead gave their own personal views on the issue raised, often with no 
direct reference to the passage.

This answer gained one mark for identification of evidence (A1). There 
is insufficient development to claim that the evidence has been critically 
examined. No further marks are credited.

Examiner Comments

The use of ‘critically examine the evidence’ is an indication that the 
answer must be based on what the author has written and not upon 
the personal feelings of a candidate about the issue raised.

Examiner Tip
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This answer earned all four marks. Credit is given for citing evidence (A1). The 
reference to authority is not credited as A6 but one mark is credited for critical 
comment on the evidence (A2). One mark is allowed for discussing flaws and 
omissions in the evidence (A5) and one mark for the recognition of bias (A3). 

Examiner Comments
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Question 14
The vast majority of candidates scored between 4 and 8 marks out of 12 on this question. 
The majority of candidates only reached band 2, which was effectively only dealing with one 
side or aspect of the issue. Too many candidates seemed uncertain about the meaning of 
‘deviance’. Many associated it with criminality and took 'protection' as referring to the work 
of police, courts and prison. Better answers were able to recognise that deviant behaviour 
might be a positive factor bringing about change. Those who did were often able to illustrate 
what they said with relevant examples.
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Five marks awarded. AO1/2. This answer has a very limited view of the meaning of deviant 
behaviour, associating it with criminality and protection with punishment. There is no 
understanding of ‘good’ types of deviant behaviour. Evidence is limited. It does attempt to 
create an argument within the limits of the candidates understanding of the term and so 
reaches mid-level 2. 3 marks. AO4. Meaning is generally clear and expression is sound. 2 marks 

Examiner Comments
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Ten marks are awarded for this answer.

AO1/2. The answer offers a brief explanation of deviance and recognises different types of 
deviance. Evidence is used to illustrate the benefits of ‘good’ deviance and the harm of ‘bad’ 
deviance. It distinguishes between ‘welcoming’ and ‘protecting against’ deviance but without 
defining how this is to be achieved. It contrasts violence and radical extremism and touches 
on the danger that ‘protection’ may inhibit individual rights/freedom. There is a good range of 
evidence which raises the answer to the top of band 3, earning 7 marks.

AO4. The answer is generally clearly written but towards the end becomes a little uncertain, 
earning 3 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 15
Only about one third of candidates attempted this essay, but it was slightly better scoring 
than Q16. Only a very few candidates scored 24, or more, out of a total of 30; almost half of 
all candidates scored between 18 and 24 marks. Better answers adopted a broad approach 
and were able to deploy a wide range of supporting evidence. Such answers showed that 
the Arts have served many different purposes. Some interesting answers used literature 
and poetry as the focus for their answers. Weaker answers tended to be less well balanced, 
usually adopting a single viewpoint which they supported with a limited range of evidence. 
Pop music and Banksy were used repeatedly to support the assertion in the question. 
Relatively few candidates were able to score more than 2 marks for AO3. The majority of 
candidates scored in band 3 for AO1/2. Communication (AO4) usually earned 4 or 5 marks 
out of the 6 marks available.
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This answer was awarded 15 marks. AO1/2: The answer is one-sided, finding evidence 
to support the claim that the purpose of art is to challenge. No alternative view is 
presented and ideas raised are treated uncritically. There is a range of evidence taken 
from a variety of art forms. The approach is fairly simplistic and reaches the middle 
of band 3 to earn 10 marks. AO3: A1 is credited for evidence, but it is not treated 
critically. The conclusion is not a ‘plausible objective’ one; it is an attempt to sit on the 
fence. 1 mark is awarded for AO3. AO4: Writing is generally clear. Sentences are short. 
A few errors do not seriously inhibit understanding. AO4 is awarded band 3, (4 marks).

Examiner Comments

A broad invitation to ‘consider this assertion’ is an instruction to look 
at the claim from as many different perspectives as possible. When 
dealing with the Arts, unless instructed otherwise, it is sensible to 
draw illustrations from at least two different art forms or periods.

Examiner Tip
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This answer was awarded 26 marks.

This answer starts by identifying different purposes of art including recording life, pushing 
boundaries, exploring concepts and helping to bring about change. Reference is made to the 
disciplines of art, music and drama. It recognises that each operates in different ways. The claim 
that art was predominantly religious until the twentieth century is questionable. The answer 
suggests that the target group served by the Arts has broadened as have the opportunities 
to approach various issues. Relevant illustrations are given including Leonardo, pop music 
and porcelain sunflower seeds. The value of this latter evidence is considered. The conclusion 
recognises that even the least challenging art can carry and convey messages. The answer is a 
good band 4 and earns 17 marks.AO3 A1, A2 and A5 are credited for 3 marks. AO4: Writing is 
clear and ideas are easily understood. Few errors inhibit understanding. 6 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 16
This was the more popular of the two questions, but tended to attract slightly lower marks. 
Many candidates failed to recognise the link between the question and human rights and 
often took freedom in a literal and physical sense. Discussion therefore tended to focus on 
wars fought against oppressors 'to protect our freedom' or the justification of taking away 
the freedom of criminals. Better answers were able to discuss issues such as the Human 
Rights Act, identify the freedoms which they believed should be universal and balance this 
by considering the responsibilities that came with rights. Some argued in favour of rights 
for society rather than the individual. Very few candidates scored 24 or better and half of all 
candidates scored between 11 and 19 marks.

This excellent answer was awarded 29 marks out of 30.

AO1/AO2: This is a clear well thought-out and balanced answer. It is based on a clear 
understanding of the issues involved and reaches a sensible conclusion based on the 
range of evidence offered. It is perceptive and evaluative. Evidence used is pertinent 
to the points being made and is placed in band 5, (20 marks). AO3: credited for A1 
(evidence), A2 (critical examination of evidence), A5 (plausible conclusion) earning 3 
marks. AO4. Clear, well written and well-structured and is placed in band 4, (6 marks).

Examiner Comments
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The candidate has misunderstood the main thrust of the question with regard 
to ideas of rights and freedom of the individual. The approach is very narrow. 
Evidence cited includes Syria, Malala and the right to education, the world 
wars, suffragettes and criminals in prison. Much of the answer is in the form 
of assertion. The approach is superficial. AO1/2 is placed in mid-level 3, (9 
marks). AO3: Credit is given for A1 (evidence) and A5 (conclusion). Evidence 
is not examined critically. AO4: Meaning is generally clear but there are some 
parts where there is a lack of clarity and is placed in band 3, (4 marks).

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• When asked to define a term it is important not to rely on the definition of the same  
 words that are the subject of the definition. It is essential that all parts of the term   
 are explained and, where possible, an example should be used to illustrate meaning.

• When asked to select evidence from specific paragraphs in a source, no marks will be  
 awarded for answers which are taken from other sections of the passage.

• Questions which ask for evaluation of evidence and arguments provided in a source  
 will not gain credit for expressions of personal opinion about the issue which is   
 the subject of the source.

• Essays usually have provocative titles which are intended to provoke discussion.   
 This involves consideration of issues from different perspectives and should involve   
 the deployment of a wide range of supporting evidence.

• Legibility is absolutely essential. Answers which are impossible to read cannot be   
 properly assessed by examiners.

• It is not recommended to write excessively long answers for questions which carry   
 only one or two marks. Generally the number of marks allocated and the number of  
 lines available in the answer booklet should give an indication of the expected length  
 and detail of the answer required.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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