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Introduction

Overall the paper produced a good response from candidates. It allowed them to show a
good range of general knowledge and to demonstrate an ability to argue and criticise. Very
few blank responses were evident and there were hardly any spoilt scripts or facetious
answers.

Marks were in a similar range as last year and some high scoring responses were seen.
Section A

There was a good response to the questions in this section which showed that candidates
were aware of, had an interest in and had (sometimes strong) views on the role of art in
politics and society.

Section B

This was also a topic to which most candidates could relate. It must be almost impossible
for a young adult not to have knowledge of organisations such as WikiLeaks and there were
many opportunities for them to express their views on whether it is a force for good or bad.

Section C

Question 11 was by far the most popular of the essay options. Hardly any candidates
appeared to run out of time and, if their essay was brief, it was because they had little to
say rather than that they were short of time.

Both essays elicited knowledgeable responses, the major difference between a high and a
low scoring answer depended on whether it was one-sided and/or on the quality of evidence
produced.
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Question 1

This question was in two parts. Firstly candidates were asked to define artistic style and
then identify two styles from the passage. Almost invariably they were able to do the latter
but, while most had some idea of what is meant by artistic style; very few extended their
description enough to be awarded the 2 marks available for this part of the question.

This is an example of a response that scored 2 marks.

SECTION A
Answer ALL questions.
You should aim to spend no more than 30 minutes on this section.
Read Source 1 on the separate insert and then answer questions 1-5.

1 Explain what is meant by the term ‘artistic style’ and identify two styles mentioned in
the first paragraph of Source 1.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate attempts to define artistic style in the first
sentence but the description is too vague and/or irrelevant to be
creditworthy. Two styles from the passage are identified for 2 marks.
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This is an example of a response that scored 4 marks.
SECTION A
Answer ALL questions.
You should aim to spend no more than 30 minutes on this section.
Read Source 1 mmupcuuhuﬂwlhonmmn-s.

1 Explain what is meant by the term ‘artistic style and identify two st)rles mentioned in
the first paragraph of Source 1,
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives a good description of

what is meant by artistic style. Specifically 1
mark was awarded for "genre" and 1 mark for
"characterised". Two styles are identified from
the passage and so 4 marks are awarded in total.
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Question 2

This question was answered correctly in its entirety by the majority of candidates.
It therefore provided little discrimination between candidates.

Question 3

Candidates tended not to state the meaning of progress nor did they assess the strength/
weaknesses of the evidence. Any marks gained tended to be for identifying evidence for
and/or against the claim. Candidates gaining higher marks were those who did discuss the
meaning of progress and/or assessed the strength/weaknesses of the evidence in addition
to identifying evidence for and/or against the claim.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

3 It has been claimed that the Chinese Cultural Revolution was an example of progress.
Evaluate the evidence in Source 1 for or against this clalm

ot Qlaorved. zg 5@%0}1@% b

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate does not state what he/she considers progress
to be nor does he/she assess the strength/weaknesses of
the evidence in the source. The candidate only discusses
evidence against the claim and, even then, this is fairly
limited with marks only being awarded for "chaotic decade as
the worst setback for the party" and "artists in the revolution
suffered humiliation and destruction".
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This response was awarded 7 marks.

3 It has been claimed that the Chinese Cultural Revolution was an example of progress.
Evaluate the evidence in Source 1 for or against this claim.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate addressed the question in some depth.

2 marks were awarded in the first paragraph for stating that revolution
was progress because it brought about a change which was positive.

4 marks were awarded for identifying evidence for/against the claim.
Specifically these were for "overthrowing traditional, elitist world of
art"; "excited the people into supporting the revolution"; "pitted young
people against older generations"; "skilled Chinese ink painting to
woodblock prints". The latter, while not listed in the mark scheme, is
an example of another relevant reference and so is creditworthy.

The final paragraph is a conclusion and so gains 1 further mark.
7 marks were awarded in total.

In questions for which a high number of marks
are allocated, always finish with a conclusion.
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Question 4

Most candidates were awarded at least 1 mark. The wide range of acceptable responses
may have contributed to this.

This is an example of a response awarded 0 marks.

4 Describe briefly how art might criticise the state.

At vagw) OabiSise And SToXe. o8 k. wos. Ji00g. Bag. Aok ol
Ok Odt bo . Ontoumgld. Ah vevoludion 0nd tnerford forced..
Qb oekSs. to. pockise an @ Sinolar. wmc}ml:hﬂ_r Anan
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(Total for Question 4 = 2 marks)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

What this candidate has written may be factually correct
but nothing is actually relevant to the question asked.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

4 Describe briefly how art might criticise the state.

JRosken . or . anhng: Hhat . mock. Mo d or. . has.. !m&u_ah;f

(Total for Question 4 = 2 marks)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

1 mark was awarded for "mock Mao" as a
description and 1 mark for the "way" (posters).
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Question 5

There were many well-developed and balanced answers for AO2, most candidates discussing
both the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments given in the text and so achieving 3 or
4 marks, with sound communication for AO4. However, not so many candidates commented
about the nature of the evidence - obviously some had been well schooled in this whereas
others didn’t mention it and just got 1 AO3 mark for a conclusion.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

5 ‘The arts should reflect society. How effectively do the evidence and arguments used
in Source 1 support this assertion?
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This very brief response is a limited, one-sided answer and was,
therefore, awarded 1 mark for AO2.

AO3 criteria are not discussed and there is no evidence of a
conclusion. Zero marks were awarded.

Barely enough has been written for AO4 to be assessed. 1 mark awarded.
Overall 1+0+1 = 2 marks.

This response was awarded 12 marks.

5 ‘The arts should reflect society! How effectively do the evidence and arguments used
in Source 1 support this assertion?
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Examiner Comments

For AO2, this is a good answer which examines contrasting
viewpoints well. 4 marks were awarded.

In the second paragraph the candidate comments on the
quality/authority of the author. The paragraph beginning "The
argument of Jing Qing..." not only recognises opinion but also
discusses its value. The final paragraph identifies facts and is a
conclusion. 4 marks were awarded for AO3.

This is a clear and lucid answer. 4 marks were awarded for AO4.
Overall, 4+44+4=12 marks.

Examiner T|p

To achieve high marks in these short essay questions,
AO3 must be considered.
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Question 6

Most candidates gained 1 mark, usually for some mention of an anonymous source not
being identified. Extending their answer to include one of the other marking points was
rarer. Candidates often talked about the reliability of sources which was not a marking

point.
No marks were awarded for this response.
SECTIONB
Answer ALL questions.
You should aim to spend no more than 30 minutes on this section.
Read Sources 2a and 2b on the separate insert and then answer questions 6-10.

6 What differences might exist between ‘anonymous sources’ as mentioned in Source 2a
and ‘whistle-blower disclosures’ as referred to in Source 2b?

golchd.hﬁ*-SﬂM}o*‘Mwnﬁjmmvz v MM
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(Total for Question 6 = 2 marks)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate, incorrectly, focused on reliability.
Zero marks were awarded.
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This response was awarded 2 marks.

SECTIONB
Answer ALL questions.

You should aim to spend no more than 30 minutes on this section.
Read Sources 2a and 2b on the separate insert and then answer questions 6-10.

6 What differences might exist between ‘anonymous sources’ as mentioned in Source 2a
and ‘whistle-blower disclosures’ as referred to in Source 2b?

,_.13 Secett, pum,px @%ﬁ’gﬂcafd? ttnbuten.
wpraammwmamm~ummw
10 drow OttEAhon. . 10, thaud ot MY
_____ Shrousiy. i Hagsy..masy. ulfia. o de@uhm
_OF e poﬁ‘- n. puhtd.&&mg Tl informaapon...

(Total for Question 6 = 2 marks)
ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Marks were awarded for "anonymous source wishes to keep
their identity secret" and "whistle-blower ....... may wish to
gain recognition".
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Question 7

Many candidates made serious attempts to discuss the moral issues involved - the most

common points seen were to do with privacy, endangering lives, national security, etc.

Weaker answers tended to concentrate on one moral issue, such as privacy, whereas the

question required more than one issue to be considered.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

7 Leaking secret documents for everyone to see raises moral issues. Explain what some
of these issues might be.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate referred to effects on the government "attack
politicians and similar authorities" and to endangering lives
but they did not sufficiently develop either point.
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This response was awarded 5 marks.

7 Leaking secret documents for everyone to see raises moral issues. Explain what some
of these issues might be.

 Anissue with leaking secret documents is fhe
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
The first bullet point refers to privacy issues and is sufficiently developed
to be credited with 2 marks.
The second bullet refers to effects on the government - 1 mark.

The third bullet point refers to endangering lives and, again, is
sufficiently developed to be credited with 2 marks.

Overall, 5 marks are awarded.
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Question 8

Most candidates gained marks for citing advertising/donations and/or volunteers although
other marking points were also frequently seen. Weaker responses just focused on one way
or misinterpreted the question by focusing on sources of information rather than sources of

funding.

This response was awarded zero marks.

8 WikiLeaks is promoted as a’not-for-profit' media organisation. However, it has a
founder, journalists and a substantial internet presence, all of which require resources.

How might these resources be found?
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate discussed the issue of "not-for-profit" but did not
actually answer the question of how resources may be found.

GCE General Studies 6GS03 01
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This response was awarded 3 marks.

8 WikiLeaks is promoted as a‘not-for-profit’ media organisation. However, it has a
founder, journalists and a substantial internet presence, all of which require resources.
How might these resources be found?

Typically.. bemetvebsites and_crgauisahons ove el regulodad |
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Examiner Comments

This candidate refers to advertising, explains
why advertisers may choose this site and
refers to volunteers - 3 marks are awarded.
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Question 9 (i)

This question, along with the linked 9(ii) and 9(iii), was multiple choice where candidates
were asked to identify completely objective statements. Generally, candidates responded
well. The commonest error appeared to be to choose response E "Since 2007, when

the organisation was officially launched, WikiLeaks has worked to report on and publish
important information" in preference to response F "We also develop and adapt technologies
to support these activities".

Question 10

The topic of WikiLeaks, as well as the two sources, enabled most candidates to respond
well to this question with many valid strengths and weaknesses discussed. Thus most
candidates achieved 3 or 4 marks for AO2.

For AO3 the situation was similar to Question 5 with well-trained candidates achieving 3 or 4
marks and others just getting 1 mark for a conclusion.

This response was awarded 4 marks.

10 Assess the strengths and weaknesses of the evidence and arguments in Sources. 2a
and 2b to support the claim that WikiLeaks acts in the public interest.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This candidate selected and marshalled a limited range of evidence, 2
marks were awarded for AO2.
AO3 criteria are not discussed and there is no evidence of a conclusion.
Zero marks were awarded.
The response is broadly understandable, 2 marks were awarded for AO4.

Overall, 24+0+2=4 marks.
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Question 11

This was by far the most popular essay question. There were two elements to the question,

namely, the expensive scientific research and the lack of food in the world. Weaker
candidates at this level tended to concentrate on one or the other, thereby not providing
enough balance to their answers in order to lead to strong conclusions. Higher attaining
candidates looked at both elements with strong, supported reasoning.

Many candidates only scored 1 AO3 mark for their conclusion as they seemed to get
carried away with their discussion and forgot to comment on the strength of the evidence/
arguments.

This essay was awarded 7 marks.
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...........

Examiner Comments

<EQZ ResultsPlus

This is a rather superficial answer using a limited amount of
evidence. 5 marks were awarded for AO1/AQ2.

AO3 criteria are not discussed and there is no evidence of a
conclusion. Zero marks were awarded.

This answer is only understandable in parts, the arguments are not
clearly expressed and the final "paragraph" is in an inappropriate
form for this type of essay. 2 marks were awarded for AO4.

Overall 5+0+2=7 marks.

This essay was awarded 23 marks.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a good, well-developed answer where the sides of the
issue are examined in a balanced way. AO1/2 mid-Level 4, 16
marks awarded.

AO3 criteria are not addressed but a valid conclusion is
evident. 1 mark awarded.

This essay is clear, fluent and lucid. 6 marks awarded for AO4.
Overall, 16+1+6=23 marks.

Examiner Tip

More marks (AO3) can be gained by commenting on
the quality of the evidence used.
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Question 12

Many interesting answers covered the issue of bank bonuses. Weaker responses were often
too brief, relying on opinion and assertion, with much recycling of the points raised in the
sources. Higher attaining candidates gave balanced and well-reasoned answers with some
useful examples/stronger evidence such as RBS and bank bailouts.

This essay was awarded 10 marks.
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Examiner Comments

This is a rather restricted answer with limited evidence and the candidate's opinion (although not
stated as such for AO3). Upper Level 2 for AO1/2, 6 marks awarded.

AO3 criteria are not discussed and there is no evidence of a conclusion. Zero marks were awarded.
The essay is broadly understandable, 4 marks awarded for AO4.
Overall, 6+0+4=10 marks.

This essay was awarded 23 marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a well-developed answer where the two sides of the
issue are examined in a balanced manner. Mid-Level 4 for
AO1/2, 16 marks awarded.

The candidate refers to subjective and opinionated issues
towards the bottom of the first page and the final paragraph is
a valid conclusion. 2 marks awarded for AO3.

Despite the rather poor handwriting (which is not an issue here)
this is a clearly written answer, 5 marks were awarded for AO4.

Overall, 16+2+5=23 marks.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

There is still a need to learn thoroughly about the strength of evidence and the
nature of arguments. A few sessions on this would make the biggest difference to
candidates’ scores.

Some time spent on considering how bias creeps into argument and discussion could
follow the previous point. Both of these could be abstracted daily from the popular
press.

The handwriting and general untidiness of many scripts causes problems for
examiners. It is a concern if examiners are unable to award a mark simply because
they cannot understand what has been written (after struggling for some time to do
s0). Please write as clearly and legibly as possible.
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