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Introduction
Overall, the paper produced a good response from candidates.  Very few answer-spaces 
were left blank, there were only a few facetious or fractious responses, and in general, 
candidates clearly tried hard to answer a demanding set of questions.  Hardly any 
candidates appeared to run out of time, and if their section C essay was brief, it was 
because they had little to say, rather than that they were short of time.
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Question 1

Some understanding of the nature of scientific experimentation might be expected through 
the National Curriculum.  Although many candidates had an idea that a hypothesis and a  
test were involved, the overall response was rudimentary.  The candidates that used the 
term ‘hypothesis’ often scored well in the question.   A number of students gained marks for 
identifying independent and dependent variables.

Surprisingly, very few candidates scored full marks and some students did not understand 
the question – it was about defining a ‘scientific experiment’ not about social sites.  Very 
few answers gave any indication that the experiment was not sufficiently controlled to be 
deemed scientific.

This is fairly typical, referring to collecting and analysing data.

A common level of response, it is brief and rudimentary, only 
just gaining 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This answer illustrates an understanding of the nature of a scientific experiment - not 
perfect, but very good.

The mark-worthy points here are: 

- a variable was changed

- a hypothesis was created (removal of social media would 	
have an effect on students' work and attitudes)

- access to social media is blocked

- the outcomes were observed

- conclusions were produced after observing the results.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Many answers gained full marks for two correct advantages, but many had difficulty with 
the disadvantages.  The most common error was repetition of the distraction element.  Cost 
was another factor that featured highly in responses, but this was ruled out as an answer, 
because this would be a universal effect, and a person would not be at a "laptop" university 
without a laptop.  

Vulnerability of data in electronic form was, in principle, accepted as an answer, although 
students would surely have been instructed on back-up systems.  A significant number 
made general statements that were not exclusively applicable to the use of laptops in a 
university.

A good answer, which is well presented and clear.

The two advantages are mark-worthy. The 
disadvantages are rather close, but are sufficiently 
different to gain two separate marks.

Total of 4 marks

Examiner Comments
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This illustrates a common problem, with the disadvantages identified.

There are two good marks for advantages, however the 
disadvantages are essentially two very similar points, and can 
only gain one mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

It is clear from the answers that most candidates have some understanding about 
inductive reasoning, insofar as they appreciated that Eric Darr made a specific observation 
and generalised from it.  This much was evident from a straight reading of the source.   
However, answers varied enormously in how they formalised this insight, with a  majority 
able to speak about a specific observation leading to a generalised, testable,  prediction.

An incomplete answer.

This answer suggests a hypothesis but nothing about how it 
came about.  Only one mark.

Examiner Comments



GCE General Studies 6GS03 01 9

Question 4

It was anticipated that at least one of Burma, China or Iran would provoke the idea of them 
being repressive (or similar) regimes.  Although this was evidently the case with some, 
many of whom spoke of censorship, for the few there was no idea conveyed that in other 
countries conditions might be different. 

There were some excellent answers referring to the Arab Spring and the use of social net-
working in gathering meetings when the usual avenues were closed to people.   A minority 
of candidates failed to realise what was being asked and commented about bullying, work 
ethics and the presumed desire of governments wanting students to study.  The latter 
responses were probably stimulated by the source, although the question did not refer to it.

An answer giving a clear explanation, although the writing is a little difficult to read.

Three marking points:

Example of China as a communist/repressive regime

Fearful of outside influence

Do not wish citizens to share dissident views

Examiner Comments
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Question 5

Candidates responded quite well to this question.   Most identified the detrimental affect 
on accessibility to educational resources  and that the ban is an infringement on human 
rights.  Very few mentioned the difficulties with authorities trying to police this ban.  
Most knew that such restrictions could always be avoided by those who knew how to 
get round the ban.   The application of Human Rights legislation and freedom of speech 
appeared many times, but there was rarely reference to freedom of information.   Only a 
few candidates discussed how it would be enforced or regulated, or, indeed, who has the 
justified authority to do so.

A fairly typical answer, gaining two marks.

One mark for restriction of freedom, and another for removing 
the possibility of access to useful sites.

This is a bit borderline because restriction of freedom implies 
lack of access, but the point is sufficiently amplified.

Examiner Comments
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A low-level answer.

One mark for restricting students' freedom, but the rest is 
weak.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
Candidates frequently mis-read or misunderstood  the question.   It was quite common for 
the answer to focus on the outcomes - were the students able to study better? were they 
distracted less? and so on.  They failed to answer the question - how good is the evidence 
justifying a potential ban?  Examiners were looking for some critique of the form of the 
'experiment' .  As presented in the source, evidence was largely anecdotal and uncritically 
accepted, and there was no setting up of groups for comparison.

In addition, although there were some very good answers, far too many candidates 
discussed their own reactions to the possible banning of social networking sites from all 
academic institutions, rather than evaluating the evidence.   Good answers focussed on the 
paucity of the evidence and the ‘non-scientific’ nature of the trial referred to in the source.  
Many extrapolated to the positive benefits that could, in their view, be gained from such a 
course of action.  A significant minority concentrated on how to get round such a ban!

This form of question is a mainstay of the paper's assessment of AO2 and AO3, and is often 
posed in this way.  It is difficult to understand why candidates do not do better on it, unless 
they have not been alerted or taught to recognise the question form.  A similar situation 
arose with Q12.
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A good answer to this question.
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The answer provides good evidence of a constructive argument, 
which considers more than one aspect, therefore reaching level 
4 for AO2.

AO3 is also well-covered.There are references to:

- nature of evidence

- bias

- insufficient sampling

- reliability of measurements.

These received 4 marks.

AO4/QWC - a well-written piece, but lack of clarity in places - 3 
marks. Total 11 marks

Examiner Comments
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This example is weak, and is unusual in not gaining any marks for AO3.
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Question 7

This was a straight-forward question and candidates knew of many such charities.   Answers 
often  mentioned events such as Sport Relief and Live Aid, instead of the actual charities 
behind them.  Many students also named the Global Agriculture and Food Security 
Programme, rather than the charity responsible for it, even though this distinction was 
explicit in the source.

AO2 - a poor answer to the question - it has only focussed on 
the story itself, and explaining the results; there is almost no 
comment on the evidence itself  - level 2

AO3 - does not address any of the marking points.

AO4/QWC - writing and presentation of reasonable standard, 
grammar, spelling and punctuation good - 3 marks 

Total 5 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 8

This answer shows the difficulty that some candidates have with identifying a form of 
reasoning.

Question 9

Answers should have been quite straight-forward.  However, the large number of students 
that failed to get the full set of marks suggests a lack of understanding about the difference 
between objective and subjective statements.  There is a tendency to quote much more 
than is needed form the source to meet the criterion of an 'objective statement',  but this 
strategy runs the risk of pulling in another phrase which may have a subjective slant.

Some common errors are seen here.

"Sympathetic reasoning" recognises that there is something 
emotional going on, but only deserves one mark. The rest of the 
answer just states an obvious point, rather than any reasoning.

Examiner Comments

Only the first point is totally objective.

Examiner Comments
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This example illustrates a marking issue sometimes encountered.  This cannot gain full 
marks because one example is flawed.

A complete answer.

The fully valid point here is 1.

The second point is not objective and the third contains two 
objective statements.  The total mark is 2, since the last 
example is combined.

Examiner Comments

All three points from the mark scheme are illustrated here.

Examiner Comments
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Question 10

Candidates were careless with their responses – they put the information in their own words 
but missed out the important phrases e.g. poorest farmers became landowners or farmers 
and candidates stated that the hillside farmers were going to move to somewhere flat. They 
often did not use the information in the relevant paragraphs. Those that did, gained full 
marks.  

A significant minority attempted to produce an aim quite unrelated to the source, or omitted 
an aim altogether. Explaining why the Programme was at risk was generally competently 
done.

A common form of answer.

  

The aim is correctly identified.  One risk factor is given - lack of 
pledges.  2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 11

This question was generally well-answered, with most candidates identifying at least one 
way in which agriculture could be improved.  There was a natural tendency to select items 
from the source, without rephrasing or amplifying them.   This was a good discriminator 
because the more able could explain these well and in their own words.  It seemed to cause 
more problems for mid and lower level responses than was necessary—many looked for 
additional information not discussed in the source.

A brief answer, but with positive marking points.

Just enough for two marks - improvements in roads and 
financial investment. water and training are not specific enough.

The final comment may or may not be true, but is not part of 
the piece.

Examiner Comments
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A full answer, but only just elaborated enough.

Examiner Comments

Four clear marks from the scheme:

- reduce erosion

- improving road systems

- training to combat climate change

- reduce post-harvest losses

Examiner Tip
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Question 12

It was quite difficult to find examples of very good answers to this demanding question.  In 
common with answers to Q6, a failure to address the question was the usual shortcoming, 
with quite a lot of essays about the problem, rather than about the evidence supplied.

Better candidates were able to identify where the author had used evidence and discuss 
the limitations of it.  Few explained that there may be any bias in the report, or that the 
writer had some knowledge of the topic and that it could be described as an argument from 
authority.

There was recognition that the evidence was anecdotal and that there were specific 
problems associated with countries such as Rwanda and Sierra Leone.  In most cases,  little 
in the way of further evidence was offered.  Too many candidates thought that the only 
possible source of donations from wealthier countries was charitable, as opposed to 
governmental.  

There were few examples of conclusions referring to sufficiency of evidence or objective 
assessment.     
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This is a high-scoring answer.

AO2 - this is a good level three answer, since there is consideration 
of all points of view, but not quite fully enough for level 4.

AO3 - 5 marks - this is probably one of the most complete 
coverages of this objective - there is reference to:

- opinion/fact/anecdote

- bias

- evidence and

- whether it is strong or not

- scrutiny of evidence

AO4/QWC

Competent but not level 4, because the presentation is not broken 
up appropriately (all one paragraph).

Examiner Comments
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This is a relatively weak answer - it is an expression of personal opinion, and does not 
consider adequately the strength of the evidence, and not surprisingly, does not attempt to 
suggest what the authors could have introduced to make it stronger.

AO2 - not a strong argument - level 2

AO3 - 2 marking points:

	 - evidence scrutinised

	 - evidence judged for sufficiency

AO4/QWC - 2 marks - the argument is not clearly expressed.

Examiner Comments
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Question 13

This was the more popular of the two choices of essay.  It is easy to see why, as most 
answers began, and sometimes continued, in an abstract mode.   It was surprising how few 
managed to define a better place or how moral codes are derived. 

Most candidates considered national and religious laws, but did not explore the way in 
which an international code could be policed.   However, many discussed cultural differences 
that would have to be overcome if there was an international moral code, and more able 
candidates did consider the UN.  Relatively few considered in any depth the implications of 
the international convention on human rights, the nearest thing to an international moral 
code. 

Many candidates discussed current conflicts that would inevitably be a bone of contention 
and not in line with moral codes that most countries would want in place.

Poor answers were often due to the fact that the candidate wrote a lot about one aspect 
but very little about the other issues and therefore their response was not balanced.  They 
wrote as they thought, rather than appearing to have a plan in their mind.
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A well-structured essay, considering two viewpoints and arriving at a conclusion.
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AO1/2

Just in level four. Three of the elements are covered, and 
there is enough consideration of a range of evidence from 
two viewpoints.  3+11

AO3

Rather weak in this area, some evidence is scrutinised, 
but not critically. 2 marks

AO4

Well written - 5 marks.

Total: 21

Examiner Comments
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A rather weak essay, with limited relevant evidence.
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AO1/2

A low level 3 answer, drawing on a limited amount of 
knowledge, which is not always directly relevant to the 
question

8 marks

AO3

Only one mark for using some evidence. The answer 
contains no evaluation or comment on the nature of the 
evidence being used.

1 mark

AO4/QWC

Not well-expressed, ideas are in a continuous flow, 
rather than presented in a logical structure.

3 marks 

Total 12

Examiner Comments
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Question 14

This question on the census was less popular and less well-answered.  Many candidates 
were unsure of what the form looked like and how long it would take to fill in.  Many did not 
know that information from census forms is collated, nobody is identifiable, and the forms 
are stored securely for 100 years. 

A large number discussed the infringement of privacy and suitable punishments for not 
completing the form in the first instance.

There was a number of very basic, generalised answers which did not go far in addressing 
the  question.  There were some ‘rants’ against the government and responses fully in 
support of the government.  Very few tried to assess the usefulness or otherwise of the 
information to the management of the country, or to balance the usefulness against the 
invasion of privacy that many felt to be the major criticism to be directed at the census.  In 
general, there was a lack of depth in the responses and much repetition. 
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An answer that illustrates common weaknesses in answers to this question - 
misunderstandings about the census itself.
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AO1/2

Comes somewhere in the middle of level 3.  The answer is superficial in parts, and 
argument jumps from against the census (on privacy issues) to a justification, without 
much in between.

2 + 8 = 10

AO3

Weak in this aspect.  Evidence is used but is not evaluated or referenced, except as a 
personal belief.

1 mark

AO4/QWC

Quite well-written, and although the argument is weak, it is easy to follow.  5 marks

Total 16

Examiner Comments
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A lower-than-average answer.
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A01-2
The essay suffers from repetition so that although the 
imposition of a census is justified, there is very little 
else that the candidate discusses. Therefore, it is a 
superficial answer using a limited range of evidence. 
Level 2 (7 marks).  1+6 =7

A03 2

Marks given for provision of evidence and some scrutiny 
of it.  A04 4

Marks in that the piece is reasonably well-presented and 
can be followed.

Total 13 marks

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Positive aspects, compared with previous years:

It was noticeable that the structure of the answers was better related to the questions asked.

Some of the logical and philosophical aspects of the specification have been taken up to a 
greater degree.

There were many fewer illegible or near-illegible scripts.

There was a better structure to the long-answer questions (6 and 12).

However,  there was too high a number of answers where the candidates simply did not 
answer the question that was asked.  For example,  in Q6, answers frequently limited 
themselves to a discussion of whether the use or banning of social net-working sites was a 
good thing or not.  However, the question asked for an assessment of the evidence in the 
source, which could lead to the conclusion that restricting their availability was a good thing. 

In Q12, it was common for candidates to digress,  commenting on the bad situation in 
African countries, rather than evaluating the evidence for the proposition put forward by the 
writers of the source. 

A lesson to be learnt, therefore, even though it is so basic and obvious, is to read the 
question carefully and to make sure you are clear about what is being asked.  This must 
surely form part of a central core of skills for General Studies, even when teaching of the 
specification is minimal.

The Quality of Written Communication (AO4) still leaves much to be desired because hand-
writing and presentation sometimes make an answer difficult to follow.

The attention of teachers and candidates is drawn to the following:

•	 The specification assumes that candidates have followed a National Curriculum Science 
course (or equivalent), and therefore should have a basic understanding of scientific 
investigation, hypothesis and theory.  Very few candidates could explain satisfactorily 
the elements of a scientific  experiment.

•	 Candidates have improved their understanding of inductive and deductive reasoning, but 
too often use the terms inappropriately in long answers and essays.  They need to be 
taught how to analyse an argument with greater clarity.

•	 Questions which expect the candidate to weigh and assess the quality of evidence are 
frequently set - it is a key aspect of the specification.  However, on the basis of answers 
in this paper, candidates often confused the quality of the evidence with its effect.  

•	 When asked how good is the evidence for an argument, the answer expected is a 
consideration of the nature of the evidence (fact, opinion, numerical, from authority and 
so on), and what weight we can place on it.

•	 Few candidates are able to assess or describe different forms of moral reasoning, or the 
basis of ethical behaviour.  The specification does not require many technical terms, but 
some understanding of deontology (based on duty), utilitarianism and social contract is 
expected.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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