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 Introduction 
 Summer 2010 was the fi rst occasion on which this paper was available. It is in effect a 
continuation of aspects of the previous examination in terms both of content and of skills. The 
questions asked are of a similar type to those with which centres should be familiar. Centres 
need to be aware that unlike the other three units it is only offered in the summer and is not 
available in the January series of examinations. Like Unit 3 it is designed as a synoptic paper. The 
essays in Section C are where synopticity is tested.

General performance was pleasing. Most candidates appeared to have some knowledge and 
understanding of the various topics included in the Specifi cation. Most answers were of an 
encouraging and thoughtful standard. Some perceptive and well informed comments were made. 
However, it was noticable that candidates were less well prepared to cope with the demands of 
Section A on the Arts than on other areas of the Specifi cation.

The paper tests all four assessment objectives in the same proportions as for Unit 3. It consists of 
three sections, two of which are data response questions. Section C consists of an essay section 
from which candidates are expected to answer one essay from a choice of two.

The main area of weakness appears to be AO3. Most candidates seem reasonably well informed 
and are fairly successful in selecting information and organising it to produce arguments. 
However, many do not appear to have been prepared for the demands of questions such as 
question 5, question 9 or question 10b. Those candidates who had been taught the various 
thinking and analytical skills were generally able to cope with these questions fairly well. Sadly 
there was little overt evidence of the use of thinking and analytical skills in the essays. This is 
surprising as AO3 is an essential part of the two AS Units and is well covered in the Student Guide.

A second signifi cant area of weakness is that many candidates do not appear to read questions 
carefully enough. Questions are designed to give candidates guidance in the type of answers 
that are expected. It is important to pay attention not only to guides as to content but also to 
command words. Too often candidates presented answers which were only loosly linked to the 
question set. The question which posed the greatest diffi culty was question 9 where the vast 
majority of candidates ignored the second part of the question and failed to ‘indicate the type of 
evidence that you have identifi ed’. In question 10b many candidates seemed to be unaware that 
they were expected to examine the suffi ciency or strengths and weaknesses of evidence used by 
the author, preferring instead simply to discuss the claim ‘you don’t have to go to church to be 
religious’. In question 6 many ignored the opening statement which should have directed them 
to consider issues of morality and in question 11 many ignored ‘secular society’. In all four essays 
candidates too often failed to defi ne the terms that they had been asked to discuss, with the 
result that many answers were vague and appeared to lack direction. The best essays were those 
which had a clear structure and had been carefully planned. The inclusion of the candidates plan 
at the start of an essay can be of help to examiners when assessing the work.

Few candidates appeared to be short of time although there were a number of otherwise well 
written papers which omitted certain questions (particularly question 10b and question 11). 

Writing was generally of a pleasing standard and most candidates were able to make their 
meaning clear. However handwriting was often of a poor standard and at times was almost 
impossible to read. Candidates should be aware that they must write in such a way that their 
work can be read.
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  Question 1(a) 
 The three parts of question 1 were designed to be a fairly straightforward test of candidates 
understanding and application of the terminology used in AO3 (thinking and analytical skills). 
Of these part (a) was the least successful with only about 50% of candidates offering correct 
answers. The main issue was a lack of understanding of the term ‘moral judgement’. At its 
simplest level this should indicate a judgement based on the ability to distinguish between ‘right’ 
and ‘wrong’ courses of action. As such one of the most popular responses that ‘we have to be 
more robust ...’ did not satisfy the criteria. 

  

 Question 1(b) 
 This was the most successful attempt in question 1 with over 80% of candidates offering a correct 
response. However, it is not clear whether candidates truly understood the meaning of the term 
or were simply able to pick out the one sentence which contained statistical evidence. 

  

 Question 1(d) 
 This question proved almost as diffi cult as part (a), with just over 50% of candidates achieving a 
correct response. It appears clear from some of the incorrect responses that candidates would 
benefi t from a more grounded understanding of the thinking and analytical terms commonly used 
in the General Studies examination and which are detailed in both the specifi cation and the AS 
student guide. 
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Question 2 
 This question produced a few excellent and well informed answers. However, over 60% of 
candidates scored either 0 or 1 with less than 10% scoring full marks. The majority of candidates 
seemed to have only the vaguest idea of what the Arts Council was and how it operated. Too 
often answers suggested that the Arts Council was responsible for the purchase of works of art, 
their allocation to different museums, organising their display and determining whether a work 
of art was really ‘art’. Some answers felt that the role of the Council was to licence people in 
some way to work as artists. Few were able to offer any specifi c examples of Arts Council work, 
although there were occasional links to the part it played in Liverpool’s year as European Capital 
of culture. The most frequent correct responses commented on funding and promoting the arts to 
a wider audience. Many candidates quoted ‘evaluation and approval processes’ from source 1 but 
clearly did not understand what this meant.

A number of candidates made use of material contained in the sources. Whilst these were 
usually personal suggestions of what the Arts Council should do, rather than its current role, such 
answers were given credit. Weaker candidates often used material that would have been better 
suited to answer questions 3 and 4. A signifi cant number only offered a single point which was 
clearly insuffi cient for a question carrying 3 marks. 

Examiner Comments

This answer achieved two marks. The fi rst point about funding 
is clearly made and satisfi es marking point A5. The second point 
that the Council supports the arts is another clear statement 
of its role and satisfi es marking point A3. The fi nal point is not 
suffi ciently clear to count as a quotation from the sources and 
would need to be expanded to justify a third mark.
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Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded full marks. Although the second point 
is questionable, it does raise the idea of funding (marking point 
A5). The other 3 points are all worthy of credit as marking points 
A2,A1 and A3. The question does not require specifi c examples.

Examiner Tip

This answer illustrates a good way of saving time in 
an examination. Since the question does not carry 
any communication marks (AO4) it is perfectly 
sensible and acceptable to use bullet points. It 
speeds up the answer and leads to for the marker.
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  This is a good succinct answer which provides three clear points. 

   

Examiner Comments

Marking points addressed are A5 (funding), A3 (range of arts 
supported) and A1 (make art accessible/available.

Examiner Tip

This answer shows that it is not necessary to write 
a great deal in order to score full marks. The 
length of answers should be guided by the number 
of marks available and the number of writing lines 
provided for answers.
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Question  3 
 This was one of several questions on the paper which demonstrated that many candidates do not 
read questions with suffi cient care. In previous examinations a question has been asked about the 
meaning of the term artistic style. This question did not require candidates to defi ne the term, 
but rather to explain whether or not it was a useful term/concept when considering works of art. 
In other words an element of evaluation was essential if candidates were to achieve full marks. 
Those who simply explained what artistic style means, or simply gave examples of different 
artistic styles could not therefore achieve high marks.

Overall more than 70% of candidates scored either 0 or 1 of the available marks. Fewer than 7% 
were able to score all three marks.

Candidates who gave a clear defi nition of the term were credited with a mark for this 
explanation. 

The main reasons given to support the usefulness of the term related to classifi cation of works 
of art and the way it helped comparison. Those who rejected its usefulness generally focussed 
on the uniqueness either of artists or of works. A number pointed out that it describes a very 
artifi cial concept of more use to critics than to artists or general observers since the boundaries 
between different styles are often blurred and imprecise.

Some candidates described particular styles, such as cubism or Impressionism and often 
illustrated their answers with appropriate examples. However they frequently failed to address 
the precise terms of the question and so could not be credited. Many associated style with the 
work of individuals and so failed to recognise that the term could have value when categorising 
works with similar characteristics. The chosen art form addressed by most candidates was 
painting but answers which considered other art forms were worthy of credit. Those candidates 
who made use of the information in the sources usually benefi ted. 

  One of the major problems encountered when candidates are asked to explain or show 
understanding of terms is that the question is simply recycled. Very often words being defi ned 
are used in the defi nition and so fail to show understanding. 
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Examiner Comments

This particular answer appears to offer a defi nition of artistic style but does not add 
anything to the question. An example might have made the answer suffi ciently clear to 
justify a mark. Apart from the attempt at a defi nition there is no attempt to examine the 
key part of the question which is the usefulness of the term within the specifi ed context.

Examiner Tip

When defi ning terms don’t use the words you are 
defi ning as part of the explanation - it suggests 
you don’t really know what the term means. A 
well chosen example can sometimes help make a 
defi nition clearer and so earn a mark.
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The key issue in this question is whether ‘artistic style’ is or is not a useful term in the specifi ed 
context of discussing works of art. As such, answers are not necessarily required to refer to 
particular artists. This answer gained all three marks. 

 

    

Examiner Comments

The defi nition of artistic style was credited for reference to 
the type of criteria that might be used to help determine style 
(marking point 8) A second point was credited for the idea of 
grouping works together (marking point A1). The third mark 
was given for the attempt to show the difference between two 
named styles (marking point A3 or A6). The comment about the 
difference between sculpture and photography was discounted. 
It would not have been credited if there had been marks 
available because it is about art forms rather than artistic styles.
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Question   4 
 This proved to be probably the most diffi cult question on the paper. Candidates generally fi nd 
great diffi culty in coping with the demands of aesthetic evaluation. There is a substantial section 
in the ‘Clarifi cation of Content’ section of the Specifi cation about aesthetics (p. 86) but many 
candidates appear only to have the most sketchy understanding of what it involves.

There were two distinct parts to the question. Firstly candidates were expected to defi ne 
‘aesthetic criteria’. Secondly they were required to examine whether such criteria provided an 
objective method of assessing the quality of art. This meant that in addition to understanding 
aesthetics they needed to understand the term ‘objective’. Results were generally disappointing. 
Almost 60% of candidates scored 0 or 1 mark and only 15% scored the top two marks of 3 or 4. 

Too often candidates failed to read the question carefully. A signifi cant number of defi nitions 
spoke about aesthetic evaluation rather than the criteria used in aesthetic evaluation. Many 
failed to list or show understanding of even the three broad criteria of form, content and 
longevity given in the Specifi cation. Had they been able to do so they would have been better 
able to tackle the second part of the question.

Many answers to the second part showed more confusion than clarity of understanding. Some 
clearly misunderstood objectivity interpreting it as personal taste and opinion. Many simply 
relied upon the idea that ‘beauty lies in the eye of the beholder’ and rejected any concept of 
objective evaluation. However the better answers were able not only to defi ne the three main 
criteria but also show how they could be applied to comparison of different works of art. Few 
answers paid attention to the idea of quality and many interpreted it simply as ‘value’ and 
interpreted this in a monetary sense. 
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 Relatively few candidates were able to score all 4 marks. This answer did suffi cient to justify 
4 marks, even though there is evidence of error in the discussion of ‘value’ and judgement in 
monetary terms. 

Examiner Comments

This answer gained a mark for the simple defi nition  as involving ‘judgement’ and the 
quality of ‘good’. A second defi nition mark was awarded for the attempt to list the 
criteria. Certainly craftsmanship counts as part of form, and age relates to longevity. The 
third point ‘beauty’ is a subdivision of content and so should be credited.
A third mark is awarded for the link to objectivity in the second paragraph (marking point 
A9). The fi nal mark is awarded for recognising that, yes, art can be judged objectively but 
that such judgement is limited. It is a pity that the fi nal sentence was not expanded.
This answer does show an understanding of aesthetic criteria, the way in which they can 
be applied and some of their limitations.
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  This answer was awarded 2 marks out of the 4 available. 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

The defi nition of the criteria was insuffi ciently explicit to earn any marks. To 
a large extent it is a recycling of the question. It fails to recognise that the 
criteria are designed to get away from appearance (which is a very subjective 
approach)and bring in other factors that can be applied generally to help 
with assessment.
A mark is credited for recognising that all works of art are different (marking 
point B1) and a second mark is awarded for the recognition that taste is 
subjective and variable (marking point B13).

Examiner Tip

When asked to explain a term a simple statement will only earn 
a single mark. In order to access more marks it is necessary to 
add something to the answer. In this case what is needed is to 
name the principal critera and use them as examples to show 
understanding. Better answers also explained the criteria rather 
than simply listing them.
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Question  5 
 This type of question was commonly set in Section B of most units of the previous specifi cation. 
Sadly the majority of candidates do not appear to be prepared to meet its demands. It is a 
question that specifi cally tests AO3 and as such it is essential that candidates are equipped with 
the thinking and analytical skills included in AO3 and which are clearly outlined in the AS Student 
Guide (pp. 5-8). The purpose of the question is that candidates should, from a given source, 
identify evidence related to a conclusion in order to examine its nature. The question does not 
require candidates to examine the issue dealt with in the passage, nor are they required to 
express their own views about it or summarise what the author of the passage has said. In this 
particular case candidates were specifi cally asked to examine the strengths of the evidence. 
A number of marking points are contained in the mark scheme and could serve as a foundation 
to help prepare candidates to answer this type of question. Critical issues include: identifying 
relevant evidence; determining the nature of the evidence (whether it is fact or opinion); 
recognising the level of support presented by different types of evidence; understanding balance 
and bias; recognising the nature and strength of different types of argument; appreciating the 
relevance of evidence; and being able to offer an overall critical evaluation of the evidence.

Fewer than 40% of candidates were able to achieve more than 1 mark out of 3 on this question. 
Those who did attempt to evaluate the evidence most frequently identifi ed bias and that the 
passage was heavily opinion based. 
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 Many candidates answered this question by discussing the issue of the role of the arts today. 
There was usually little examination of either the nature of the evidence or of the strength of 
the evidence. A signifi cant number failed to score any marks. 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

This answer achieved a mark for identifying a relevant piece of evidence 
from the passage. No further marks were awarded because there is no 
attempt at evaluation nor is there any reference to ‘strengths’.

Examiner Tip

If you are asked about the strength of the evidence you must 
identify at least one piece of relevant evidence and include a 
comment about whether it offers support to the statement. 
Such comments should at least contain reference to whether 
the evidence is fact, opinion or belief.
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 Question 6 
 This was the type of essay question normally set on earlier papers, although it carried fewer 
marks. Candidates were expected to look at an issue from different perspectives in order to 
reach a conclusion. Most were able to do this with a reasonable level of success with almost 60% 
achieving 8 marks or more. This would place such answers in the 3rd and 4th mark bands.

The majority of answers restricted themselves to artists in the sense of painters but some did 
recognise that the question could cover all of the different art forms. The sources contained a 
variety of material that could have been used as supporting evidence but few candidates seemed 
to make use of it. The most common arguments in favour of freedom of expression revolved 
around Human Rights and freedom of speech. A number argued that since art was about the 
expression of emotions it would be wrong to restrict artists. Very few paid attention to the 
introductory statement and the use of the expression ‘integrity’. It was hoped that this would 
cause candidates to adopt a moral perspective. Sadly this did not often happen. Arguments 
against the question often referred to offence that might be caused to others. Candidates were 
prepared to present a range of different arguments but few were prepared or able to evaluate 
the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments presented. However, it should be remembered 
that candidates have little time in which to construct a two-sided answer. Consequently many of 
the answers were of a pleasing and encouraging standard. 

 

 



15

General Studies 6GS04



16

General Studies 6GS04

  

 

 

Examiner Comments

This is a fairly straightforward answer which presents two contrasting views/opinions 
on the topic. A number of valid points are made to support artistic freedom including 
human rights, artistic expression and an increase in interest in the arts. The opposing 
view considered the possibility of offence, reduction of standards and encouragement of 
unacceptable social attitudes. This is generally a well thought out and balanced answer. 
The main weaknesses are lack of supporting evidence and the failure to produce a clear 
conclusion. Lack of conclusion would prevent the answer reaching the higher marking 
level and the lack of supporting evidence would limit the mark awarded from band 3. The 
answer is well written and meaning is clear. It was awarded 3 marks for communication.

Examiner Tip

It is not enough to make a range of good 
points. All assertions should be supported 
with evidence if they are to be 
convincing.
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Examiner Comments

This is a fairly superfi cial approach to the topic. It does briefl y address two contrast in views, offering a 
single reason in support of each. The conclusion that there should be a middle ground is included in the 
second paragraph but needs to be expanded and explained. The answer lacks supporting evidence. The 
fi nal paragraph about expenditure has little relevance to the question. The answer was placed in the 
middle of the second marking band since ‘points made will be assertions rather than examined critically’.

Communication is generally sound and meaning is clear. AO4 awarded 2 marks
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 Question 7(a) 
 This was a fairly straightforward calculation but barely a third of candidates answered correctly. 
The main weaknesses were that candidates failed to adjust fi gures to the nearest thousand or 
calculated 75% rather than 72% of the given population. 
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Question  8 
 This was the easiest question on the paper. More than 50% of candidates were able to score 
the maximum 3 marks with a further 33% gaining 2 marks. Most were able correctly to explain 
reincarnation. Some gave far more detail than was required, often showing considerable 
understanding of the term. Most candidates were able to identify correctly a religion which 
believed in reincarnation but a signifi cant number offered Islam and quite a number believed it 
was a tenet of Christianity (or of Catholicism). Where there was a weakness it usually related 
to explanations of the term ‘resurrection’. Some simply reworked the question as a belief that 
‘people came back to life after death’. Others felt it was suffi cient to say that it was happened 
to Jesus Christ - without giving any further explanation. Candidates should not presume that 
examiners will credit points implicitly contained in the answer - answers need to be explicit. A 
number of candidates felt that resurrection was when the soul left the body and went to heaven. 
Better responses related resurrection to bodily return to life on earth at judgement day or at the 
return of Christ. 

 

 
 

 

 

Examiner Comments

1 mark is awarded for the explanation of reincarnation ‘in another form’. 1 mark 
is awarded for correctly identifying Hinduism. The statement about resurrection is 
inaccurate and so no mark is awarded. Candidates were not asked to identify believers in 
resurrection.
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Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded all 3 marks. The explanation of resurrection 
‘in the same form as in always’. 1 mark was awarded for Buddhism 
and a further mark for return as ‘another being’ and for the comment 
about ‘deja vu’.
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Examiner Comments

The explanations of reincarnation and resurrection are both credited. 
The comment linking deja vu to resurrection rather than reincarnation 
is not penalised. No mark is awarded for the example because 
Christianity does not teach/believe in reincarnation.
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Question  9 
 This was the most disappointing question on the paper. Over 70% of candidates failed to score 
and very few achieved all 3 marks. There were two fundamental reasons for this. Firstly many 
candidates failed to read the instructions carefully. The majority correctly identifi ed relevant 
evidence but failed to indicate ‘in each case’ the type of evidence it was. Many failed to 
attempt any form of categorisation. Secondly many of those candidates who did attempt to 
describe the types of evidence used meaningless terminology such as ‘historical’, ‘judgemental’, 
‘behavioural’. What was required was to establish whether each quotation illustrated ‘fact’, 
‘opinion’ or ‘belief’. These are the terms that are used to explain the different types of 
knowledge referred to in the Specifi cation (p.10) and described in the AS Student Guide (pp. 6-7). 
These terms are key to the teaching and understanding of AO3. Unless candidates understand and 
can use these terms correctly they are unlikely to answer AO3 questions successfully.

A number of candidates failed to write out items of evidence, instead substituting line numbers 
or their own paraphrase of the words in the source. neither of these approaches satisfi ed the 
demands of the question and so could not be credited. 
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  In this type of exercise it is important that candidates select material that is relevant to the 
question. This candidate lost a mark by selecting an item of evidence that did not relate to the 
issue of ‘confl ict between science and religion’. 

Examiner Comments

Point 1 is not a relevant piece of evidence and so could not be credited, even though 
it is correctly labelled as a statistic (empirical or scientifi c knowledge would have been 
equally acceptable as a description). Points 2 and 3 are both correct and are awarded 1 
mark each.

Examiner Tip

Note the use of the word ‘sincere’ in point 3. If this had not 
been included the phrase could correctly have been labelled 
‘fact’. The use of the word ‘sincere’ which is a value judgement 
with which some might disagree converts the phrase into an 
opinion.
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Examiner Comments

This is a rare example of an answer which scored all 3 marks for 
correctly writing out and labelling 3 relevant items of evidence.
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Examiner Comments

This answer contains 3 correct items of evidence but only point 2 is correctly labelled 
and so earns a mark. The other two labels ‘historical’ and ‘judgment’ are not meaningful 
in the context of this examination. Point 1 could have been correctly labelled ‘fact’ and 
point 3 could have been identifi ed as either ‘assertion’, ‘opinion’, ‘subjective’ or even 
‘belief’.

Examiner Tip

Read questions carefully and make sure that your 
answer addresses every part of the question. Words 
are deliberately included in questions in order to guide 
candidates’ answers.
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Question  10(a) 
 This question was fairly straightforward and generated some very pleasing answers. It was 
pleasing to note that almost all candidates answered the question as set, rather than an 
alternative question of their own devising. Almost 60% candidates were able to identify and 
explain at least two limitations of the statistical evidence, although less than 5% were able to 
score full marks. A few candidates ignored the question which related specifi cally to the passage 
and instead wrote about the limitations in general. These could not be credited unless there was 
a direct link to context of the question.

Candidates were able to provide an impressive list of limitations. The most popular responses 
included: lack of information about the size and nature of the survey (marking point A1); lack 
of details about respondents (marking point A2); the vagueness and lack of defi nition in the 
terms used (marking point A4); the signifi cance of ‘usual attendances (marking point A8); the 
lack of information about ‘other religions’ (marking point A12); and the fi gures being out of date 
(marking points A17/A18). Answers showed clearly that most candidates were able to adopt a 
critical approach to the data. A weakness in a number of answers was that candidates seemed 
to feel that a survey was unsatisfactory unless the entire population was questioned. Such 
candidates seemed to have a limited understanding of the nature of sampling. 
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Examiner Comments

This answer has failed to address the question. The comment 
about lack of qualitative evidence is a valid comment about the 
limitations of qualitative evidence, but it is not appropriate as 
an answer to this question and could not be credited.

Examiner Tip

Note that ‘limitations’ and ‘statistical’ are emboldened in 
the question. This is to draw your attention to important 
guide words. You should make sure that your answer 
directly addresses these.
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Relatively few answers scored full marks. This one did.

 

Examiner Comments

The fi rst sentence draws attention to the meaning of ‘usual attendances’ (marking point 
A8). A second mark is awarded for the comment questioning how usual attendance was 
measured across the UK (marking point A2). A third mark is awarded for the question of 
the honesty of respondants (marking point A19). A fourth mark is given for the lack of 
defi nition in the questions asked (marking point A3).

Examiner Tip

Notice that this answer gives a great deal of 
information in a relatively short answer. It did not 
use all of the writing lines provided but still gains 
full marks.
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Examiner Comments

This answer uses a large number of words but only makes a 
single point - that the survey data is unreliable because it is out 
of date (marking point A19). The fi rst sentence doesn’t really say 
anything and could have been omitted.

Examiner Tip

Make sure that what you write is relevant. There 
is not suffi cient time to allow introductory 
statements which do no more than repeat the 
content of the question.
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Question  10(b )
 This question is similar to question 5 in that it uses AO3 to assess candidates ability to analyse a 
passage. Similar points apply to those made earlier. Far too often candidates treat the question 
simply as a comprehension exercise and fail to recognise that it is a test of their ability to read 
critically. Four points to note are that it refers to reasoning (unlike question 6 which simply 
concerned ‘evidence’). This means candidates should examine the types of arguments used as 
well as the nature of the evidence presented. Secondly it is not simply about the strength of the 
evidence/arguments used but about their suffi ciency. Thirdly a specifi c context is provided with 
the quotation ‘you don’t have to go to church to be religious’. Answers which look at evidence 
dealing with other issues raised by the author are not relevant and will not be credited. Fourthly 
candidates are directed to reasoning in paragraph 5. Evidence taken from other paragraphs will 
not be credited unless it is used as a means to underpin reasoning in paragraph 5. A key word 
that candidates should always have in mind therefore is ‘relevance’.

As with question 5 there were a number of marking points. Many candidates  were able to 
address A1 (identifi cation of evidence); A3 (discussion of fact/opinion/belief/assertion/
bias); A7 (a summative conclusion drawing points together to give a defi nitive answer to the 
question). Most candidates seemed less able to address A2 (critical evaluation of evidence); A4 
(consideration of the types of argument used); A5 (specifi c critical evaluation of strengths and 
weaknesses). A few did address A6 and attempt to show other evidence which might have helped.

40% of candidates were able to score 3 or 4 marks but 25% failed to score at all, mainly because 
they had failed to answer the set question and instead either wrote a paraphrase of the passage 
or gave their own views on the issue raised. It appears that candidates do need to learn how to 
answer this type of question effectively. In particular many candidates do not seem to understand 
what is meant by ‘strong enough to support’ as used in this question. Candidates are not asked 
whether or not they agree with the statement but whether the author provides suffi ciently strong 
reasons to justify the claim that is made. 
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  Relatively few candidates made clear efforts to apply thinking and analytical skills to the analysis 
of the passage. Few achieved all 4 marks. This short answer did enough to satisfy 3 of the 
marking points in the mark scheme. The points made could have been expanded further.

  

 

Examiner Comments

1 mark is awarded for the reference to the Bible and application of overriding religious 
principles to modern society (marking point A1). A second mark is awarded for recognising 
that the paragraph consists of opinion rather than fact (marking point A3). A third mark is 
given for the identifi cation in general terms of evidence that could have been included to 
support the assertion in paragraph 6 (marking point A6).

Examiner Tip

It strengthens answers if there are specifi c 
quotations from the passage rather than indirect 
references to content.
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 This answer illustrates the way that many candidates discussed the issue raised in the passage 
rather than attempted to analyse the quality of evidence and argument presented. 

   

Examiner Comments

The candidate earned  1 mark for the opening sentence which is a quotation of appropriate 
evidence (marking point A1). Subsequent quotations cannot be rewarded since there is only 1 
mark for A1. The remainder of the answer is a personal consideration of whether the candidate 
accepted the suggestion that behaving morally equates with being religious. As such no further 
marks could be awarded. The concluding sentence cannot be credited with A7 because it arises 
from the candidates views on the topic rather than an analysis of the evidence.

Examiner Tip

If you are asked to examine the evidence/argument/reasoning of the author of a source avoid 
the temptation to write instead about your own opinions on the issue raised by the passage.
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Question  11 
 This is a different type of essay question to question 6. Candidates are not required to look at an 
issue from two contrasting viewpoints nor are they required to reach a conclusion. It is designed 
to test a candidate’s ability to select and organize information. Credit is offered for both existing 
knowledge and for use of evidence contained in the source. The mean mark for this question 
was almost 7 out of 14 with 30% of candidates achieving 9 marks or more. Sadly almost 10% of 
candidates failed to score any marks on this question, suggesting that they had made no real 
attempt to write any sort of an answer.

The principal weakness in many answers was an inability to understand the idea of a secular 
society. Candidates had a very wide range of possible reasons to choose from. Many answers 
missed the main point of the question and simply discussed the way in which religion still 
affects the lives of religious people. Better answers recognised that religion and the behaviour 
of ‘religious people’ can impact on the lives of others whether they wish to be infl uenced or 
not. The most frequent examples used were through the legal system, terrorist actions and 
the perceived problems of evangelical sects. Some candidates saw the impact of religion in 
preventing scientifi c and moral progress. Few candidates attempted to address both ‘how and 
why’. The majority focussed on ‘how’ but failed to address the reasons underlying such infl uence.

Answers often considered the impact of life experiences (such as death or illness) leading to 
reliance on religion. A large number were aware that many of the main holiday periods developed 
from religious practices. Few took any account of the built environment to point out that 
religious buildings are very signifi cant landmarks in most communities. A number drew attention 
to the role of religious education and school assemblies/compulsory worship as part of the 
education system. Many candidates seemed to feel that the UK is a secular society. A number 
of answers discussed the confl ict between science and religion, but not all such answers were 
directly relate to the question. 
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Examiner Comments

The candidate attempted to defi ne secular society but clearly had little understanding 
of the term. The focus of the answer is on people who are religious rather than on the 
impact of religion on those who are not. There is a comment about religious confl ict 
and the importance of religious tolerance. The answer concludes with a reference to 
restrictive morality.
The answer is very superfi cial and lacks supportive evidence. The answer was awarded 4 
marks for AO1/2 and 2 marks for AO4 (communication).

Examiner Tip

Essay answers must include evidence if they are to achieve high 
marks.
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Question  12 

 This optional question was twice as popular as question 13, but very few candidates gained more 
than two-thirds of the available marks. This is designed to be a synoptic question which tests all 
four assessment objectives. Candidates who were most successful were those who were able to 
view the issue from a number of different perspectives and deploy supporting evidence from two 
or more different disciplines.

As with most essay titles the fundamental weakness was that candidates failed to read the 
question carefully in order to identify the variety of issues that they were required to discuss. 
A second weakness was that many candidates were prepared to present a variety of views but 
failed to support their claims with appropriate evidence. Consequently the majority of responses 
rarely exceeded the mid-point of marking band 3 for AO1/AO2. To gain higher marks it is 
essential to demonstrate both breadth and balance in selection of ideas and supporting evidence.

Communication was generally sound or good and most candidates scored between 4 and 6 marks 
for AO4.

Evidence of the use and understanding of AO3 was generally disappointing. Many candidates were 
able to score a mark for identifying relevant evidence and using fact/opinion/belief in their 
answers. Few, however, adopted a more critical approach or seemed to show awareness of the 
different types of evidence used or the relationship between them. Conclusions often appeared 
to be bolt-on rather than naturally arising from the arguments and evidence presented. Future 
candidates would benefi t from consideration of the seven marking points used for the assessment 
of AO3.

In terms of content many candidates spent a considerable amount of time asserting the 
uniqueness of individuals and used this to dismiss the idea of studying society. Better answers 
recognised that in spite of uniqueness most human beings do share common characteristics 
which do lend themselves to study and categorisation. Few recognised the signifi cance of the 
difference between the individuality of human beings and the broader collective idea of ‘human 
nature’. The main sources of evidence about uniqueness were drawn from scientifi c knowledge 
but the disciplines most frequently addressed for the study of human nature were sociology and 
psychology (with few recognising that psychology has more to do with the study of individual 
behaviour than society as a whole). Little use was made of evidence drawn from other social 
science and humanities disciplines. History would appear to be a subject that concerns both 
individual uniqueness and the study of societies and human nature through time. Few candidates 
drew attention to the potential value of study leading to generalisations about likely behaviour as 
a means to identify and perhaps understand the conduct of those who deviated from the norm. 
Insuffi cient attention was paid to the value or pointlessness of studying behaviour.

This question produced many worthy answers but there were few which demonstrated a clear 
and balanced perception. A feature that was noted in a large number of answers was that even 
the well informed often failed to adopt a suffi ciently critical approach to the ideas that were 
presented. 
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Examiner Comments

This answer clearly adopts two perspectives as stated in the opening paragraph. However 
the candidate appears to an extent to have lost sight of the question and is discussing 
human behaviour from a sociological perspective rather than using the perspective to 
examine whether the study of society is of benefi t. A third biological perspective is added 
on the fi nal page and is used to introduce the nature-nurture debate.

A variety of evidence is used to support the points being made. It is explained in too much 
detail and is not related to the question as set. The candidate does enough to reach the 
lower end of band 4 but is not suffi ciently geared to the demands of the question to reach 
the higher marks.
AO3 was awarded 1 mark for the use of evidence (marking point A1)and a second mark 
is awarded for marking point A3. Communication is generally understandable although 
towards the end the answeer seems to lack clarity. The conclusion reads very much as an 
afterthought rather than as something developed from the arguments presented.
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  This excellent answer achieved 28 marks. It demonstrates many of the characteristics that are 
looked for in a synoptic essay. 
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Examiner Comments

AO1/2 was awarded 18 marks. The answer presented a range of evidence drawn from dif-
ferent disciplines and examined the issue in a balanced and coherent manner.
The introduction gives a sound consideration of the way in which individuals possess 
a variety of unique characteristics even when they otherwise fi t a ‘standard’ type of 
individual. the second paragraph, based on social learning theory considers the nature-
nurture debate, recognising the importance of familial infl uence in creating behaviour. 
This is used to justify the study of society.
The third paragraph offers a contrasting viewpoint dealing with aspects of aberrant 
behaviour. Paragraph 4 notes that patterns of behaviour can be established and described, 
leading to processes whereby behaviours may be modifi ed. The next paragraph discusses 
diffi culties in using studies of behaviour to predict particular outcomes when faced with 
the unpredictability and free will of individuals. The conclusion draws together points 
made earlier and recognises that studies of society have benefi t but also have limitations.
The answer is balanced and shows good understanding. It does not quite reach the top 
marking band because the perspective is limited. Consideration could have been given to 
the use that scientists or historians might put studies of human behaviour.
Throughout the answer the candidate has kept sight of the question and has not been 
tempted to deviate from it.

Examiner Tip

In your conclusion make sure that you return to the original wording of the 
question to show that you have kept the question in mind throughout your 
answer.
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Examiner Comments

This answer was placed in the middle of band 2 for AO1/AO2. The approach is quite 
superfi cial and the introductory statement in the question is accepted uncritically. The 
approach relies more on a commonsense approach than dependency on any specifi c 
disciplines. The third paragraph is a contradiction of the opening paragraph and is the 
concluding sentence. The candidate does not seem clear as to the direction the answer 
should take and lacks supporting evidence.
In terms of AO3 the candidate was credited with 1 mark for the use of evidence based 
on personal behaviour in paragraph 2. A second but very marginal mark was awarded for 
marking point A3.
The answer is broadly understandable and as such was awarded 4 marks for 
communication.
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Question  13 

 This was the second optional essay. It was less popular than question 12, attracting only a third of 
all candidates. Candidates achieved higher marks overall on this question, less than 20% scoring 
under 10 marks compared to nearly 25% of candidates on question 12. Similarly over 30% gained 
more than 20 marks compared to fewer than 18% on question 12.

A signifi cant problem with this question was that candidates often failed to defi ne the terms that 
they were discussing. In particular few seemed to be aware of the meaning of ‘moral values’ and 
either ignored it altogether or treated it as the same as ‘morals’. Very few answers attempted to 
defi ne what they understood by past traditions although they were prepared to assert that moral 
values did preserve them. Equally signifi cantly few attempted to explain what they understood 
by ‘human progress’. Those who did show an understanding of these terms were likely to score 
well on the question. Weaker candidates tended to equate moral values/morality with religion 
and often got sidetracked into the science-religion debate. A number of answers treated 
the question as though it was only about religion. Some of these seemed to feel that whilst 
Christianity provided a cement to bind society together, other religions (particularly Islam) were 
solely threatening to destroy society.

Better answers were able to show that moral values are constantly changing as a result of human 
progress. Others recognised that moral values which refl ected past traditions often had a solid 
base and were of benefi t to society.

Inevitably the ‘progress’ which it was claimed such values restricted involved abortion, sexuality, 
euthanasia, sexual freedom, and the role of women. Aspects of scientifi c progress that were 
hindered included genetic modifi cation and stem-cell research. Many candidates adopted a clear 
cut division, seeing moral values either as totally restrictive or of little signifi cance.

Better informed candidates were able to develop answers based on different forms of moral 
reasoning. Candidates were able to deploy evidence from a range of disciplines including: 
religion; the sciences; sociology; philosophy; politics and psychology. There were many 
interesting and perceptive comments. 



47

General Studies 6GS04



48

General Studies 6GS04

  

 

Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded 5 marks for AO1/AO3. The range of evidence used is limited 
and certainly in the second paragraph dependant on the source material. It is a 
superfi cial view of the topic and relies heavily on assertion. There is little evidence of 
clear understanding of ‘moral values’ which the candidate equates with morals and with 
religion. It is not clear whether the argument is that moral values do or do not restrict 
progress. References to moral values limiting scientifi c progress appear to be confused.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark for AO3 for the use of evidence in paragraph 2 
(marking point A1) There is no conclusion. Most of the answer can be understood although 
there are parts where meaning is not clear. It was awarded 3 marks for AO4.
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Examiner Comments

This answer is placed in the middle of band 3. The candidate has made an effort to 
deal with two aspects of the question and has drawn evidence from both scientifi c and 
religious perspectives. The illustration from science is developed in too much detail 
whereas the religious element is rather too brief. There is a lack of clarity about what 
moral values are and how they support tradition. The comment that traditions can be 
modifi ed to meet new circumstances is an interesting point.

AO3 was awarded a mark for the use of evidence (marking point A1) and also for the 
conclusion which, though brief, did develop from the earlier argument. Communication 
was generally sound and the essay could be understood. It was awarded 4 marks.
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Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded 16 marks for AO1/AO3. The answer attempts to explain the 
term moral values and shows how attitudes to morality and moral values have changed 
over time. After showing in paragraph 2 that moral values are traditionally seen as 
restrictive, paragraph 3 explains how they can change over time. Appropriate examples 
are used to support both of these claims. A distinction is drawn between the effects of 
moral values on individuals and on society in general. A weakness of the answer is that 
it is focussed almost entirely on social issues. Little reference is made to the way some 
people see morality as restricting scientifi c progress.
The answer is fairly narrow in focus but does attempt to see different viewpoints and uses 
a range of evidence. The candidate does show understanding of the issues raised.
AO3 was awarded all 4 marks. In particular credit was given for marking points A1; A2; A3 
and A7.
Communication is clear and effective. The answer shows structure and is understandable 
with writing in the correct form. 6 marks are awarded for AO4.
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C  andidates have made an encouraging start to this new Specifi cation but there are a number of 
areas in which performance could be improved. It is important that questions are read carefully. 
Candidates must ensure that they answer the question set rather than a similar question of 
their own devising. A perpetual weakness is in the application of thinking and analytical skills 
in AO3. These should not be left to chance but require to be taught. This is particularly true of 
the terminology associated with AO3. The section in the AS Student Guide provides necessary 
coverage of this content.

Essays in Section C include marks for AO3. Candidates should be equipped to demonstrate these 
skills. In particular they should be able to demonstrate clearly when they use fact and when 
they use opinion. In addition they should be able to critically evaluate the relationship between 
different types of evidence and argument. Essays need to be carefully structured. This can best 
be achieved by creating a plan to ensure that all aspects of the question are dealt with and that 
appropriate supporting evidence is used. It is helpful to explain terms that are included in essay 
titles to show a clear understanding of what the answer is considering.

The nature of the Specifi cation means that all parts of Unit 4 content may be examined. 
Consequently candidates need to be well informed on all sections. 

In some cases handwriting is a perennial problem. Work can only be credited if it can be read. It 
can only be read if it is written in a legible script. 



55

General Studies 6GS04

Grade Boundaries
6GS01: Challenges for Society

6GS02: The Individual in Society

6GS03: Change and Progress

6GS04: Beliefs, Values and Responsibilities

Maximum Mark (Raw): the mark corresponding to the sum total of the marks shown on the mark 
scheme. 

Boundary Mark: the minimum mark required by a candidate to qualify for a given grade.

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw mark boundary 90 58 53 48 43 38 

Uniform mark scale boundary 100 80 70 60 50 40 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw mark boundary 90 57 52 48 44 40 

Uniform mark scale boundary 100 80 70 60 50 40 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw mark boundary 90 57 51 45 39 33 

Uniform mark scale boundary 100 80 70 60 50 40 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw mark boundary 90 60 54 49 44 39 

Uniform mark scale boundary 100 80 70 60 50 40 
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