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Introduction

This booklet contains a number of marked responses to the January 2009 GENB2 written
questions.

The material demonstrates performance at different levels and is provided to give an insight into
how examiners apply the published mark schemes. In doing so, it is hoped that teachers and
students will be able to understand how some answers score highly whilst others struggle to
gain many marks.

For GENB2 the presentation of the material is in three sections:

e The first section contains ‘model marked scripts’, annotated by a senior examiner to
indicate strengths, weaknesses and reasons for awarding a particular mark.

e The second section contains responses without any examiner annotation, so that
teachers and/or students can independently assess the quality of an answer against the
separately published mark scheme.

e The third section contains senior examiner commentaries on the scripts in section 2, to
enable comparison of teacher/candidate assessments against the standards set by AQA
senior examiners.

How might the material be best used?

It is suggested that the model marked scripts are studied first before moving to the self-
assessment exercise in sections 2 and 3.

When considering the material, teachers or students may wish to think about the following:
e What are the key words in the question?

To what extent has the response addressed these?

What are the strengths of a particular answer?

What are the weaknesses?

How might the mark be improved?

Is the length of the answer appropriate, given the total number of marks available?

When comparing responses, which is better, by how much and why?

It is hoped that by using the materials in this way teachers and students will be able to improve
their exam preparation by gaining a valuable insight into what senior examiners are looking for
when setting and marking questions.

Accessing the question paper and mark scheme

The January 2009 GENB2 question papers and mark schemes should be available on AQA’s
website from October 2009 (see web page http://web.aga.org.uk/admin/gp-ms_library.php).

Printed versions can also be bought from AQA publications (http://shop.aga.org.uk).

Teachers should also be able to access the materials via e-AQA, if they have registered for this
secure service.

Any comments on this material?

If you have any comments on this exemplar material, please forward them to the AQA General
Studies Mailbox (generalstudies@aqa.org.uk).
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GENB2 Self Assessment Commentaries

Self Assessment Script 1

max
1(a) Refers specifically to data in the sources
1 reason given 5marks /10
1(b)(i) 2 explanations given: 1 has good exemplification, 1 very weak 3marks /4
1(b)(ii) 3 explanations, the middle one is exemplified S5marks /6
1(c) No credit for point on languages or much else in first paragraph.
Weak allusion to cultures. Weak point at start of paragraph 2. 2marks /10
Weak final point
2(a) 3 points are made, some amplification and development, (message,
size, expression of feeling). Concluding paragraph with a little 5marks /10
repetition
2(b) 2 points (real life, accessibility), some development and
amplification which are not strong 5marks /10
2(c) A few weak points are made (littering, community tourism). The
example of Big Ben is poor. Points are poorly developed but a little 5marks /10
breadth
3(a) Narrow focus. Several points are made but the amplification is very
limited and the whole answer is quite superficial — understanding of
life, right path + amplification, illegal/anti-social behaviour and peer 6 marks /15
groups
3(b) 4 clear points made with amplification and development. Source is
used and applied. Clear style and structure and there is a
conclusion that pulls it together 9marks /15
Total 45marks /90
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GENB2 Self Assessment Commentaries

Self Assessment Script 2

max
1(a) Several references are made to the sources. 2/3 are explained.
Questionable assumption on powerful cars. Reasonably wide
ranging but not enough depth/detail for Level 1 7marks /10
1(b)(i) 2 points are made but there is no explanation for either of them 2marks /4
1(b)(ii) 1 weak reason without any explanation 1mark /6
1(c) 2 weak suggestions (awareness and co-operation), no development 2marks /10
2(a) One point referring to its size with some effective amplification and
development 3marks /10
2(b) Overly descriptive. Too much on the family. Very descriptive with
little attempt to “read”/interpret the image 3 marks /10
2(c) A balanced answer, which addresses both images but does not
move beyond. Several points are made (positive impressions,
brightening up the area, vandalism) with a little amplification 4 marks /10
3(a) Narrow focus that really only addresses prayer but touches on
culture tangentially. The question is not well understood 6 marks /15
3(b) 2 points — social isolation and cost — with some development of 6 marks /15
them.
Total 34 marks /90
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GENB2 Self Assessment Commentaries

Self Assessment Script 3

max
1(a) References are made to the sources and there is a little attempt at
explanation although it is very descriptive. Irrelevant point on
planes as they were not part of the data. 2 correct reasons are
offered as well as an inappropriate one (air travel) 7 marks /10
1(b)(i) 2 reasons are given and the second one is explained 3marks /4
1(b)(ii) 3 reasons are given, each of which is clearly explained and 6 marks /6
developed
1(c) 4 points are made clearly (solar energy, expanding tastes, public
transport and industry) with some reasons which are not well 6 marks /10
developed
2(a) A weak response and a little credit is given for references to size
and skill of manufacture. Image is not well-understood 2marks /10
2(b) 3 points with some limited development — community, story,
sculptor’s perspective 5marks /10
2(c) Misunderstands the idea of a “public place”. Credit is given for city
centre location and tourism but it is a weak, poorly developed 4 marks /10
response
3(a) A very narrow focus for an answer that began well. The
amplification of the first point is good but then it fades rapidly 5marks /15
3(b) A range of points that are reasonably well amplified and developed.
The source is clearly understood and the candidate uses aspects of
it to effect, particularly the part on Vedic maths 8 marks /15
Total 46 marks /90
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GENB2 Self Assessment Commentaries

Self Assessment Script 4

max
1(a) Weak references to the sources. The reasons are stronger but

there is an irrelevant part on air travel. Does not answer the whole 4 marks /10

question
1(b)(i) 2 points are offered, the second of which is developed 3marks /4
1(b)(ii) 3 suggestions. The first two are well addressed but the third is a lot

weaker and rather vague 5marks /6
1(c) Hints at Europe in the first paragraph and then contrasts with other

undisclosed regions. The contrast is sound but it cries out for

specific examples/references 6 marks /10
2(a) 3 clear points, each of which is amplified. It sticks to the source and

the amplification is sound and clear if not extensive 7marks /10
2(b) A narrow focus: the points are very general and there is little 4 marks /10

development
2(c) A balanced response that has 4 points and some amplification of

each. It uses some of the earlier material in a different context 7marks /10
3(a) 5 points are made (Hindu culture, prejudice, religious infusion,

respect and understanding, faith) with some amplification of each 9marks /15
3(b) A good range of points that locates the argument within Britain as a

multi-cultural society. Points are well-developed and focused and it

picks up that it is a primary school. The points are clear and it is 12 marks /15

focused on the question set

Total 57 marks /90

66 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. /A\(D»‘/1



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE General Studies B / GENB2 Exemplar Scripts / Version 1.0

GENB2 Self Assessment Commentaries

Self Assessment Script 5

max
1(a) Very good use of source including calculations based on the data.

Reasons are not well identified 6 marks /10
1(b)(i) 2 clear points with good amplification 4 marks /4
1(b)(ii) 3 clear points: the 1% and 3™ are well amplified/explained 5marks /6
1(c) A range of good reasons explained. 4 are done with sufficient

amplification and development to merit the mark, (politically green,

environmentally friendly countries, lack of education, future 10 marks /10

predictions)
2(a) A well argued answer with a range of good points, a lot of

amplification and very focused 10 marks /10
2(b) Clear understanding of the question. Moves beyond the source.

Interprets the source within the context of the question. Good

breadth and some sound, well-expressed ideas with exemplification 10 marks /10
2(c) Clear argument and discussion. Good exemplification and analysis

of the question 10 marks /10
3(a) A range of clear ideas that are developed. Despite the bullet-point

approach, it is continuous prose. The issue is clearly understood 13 marks /15
3(b) Similar points to the above but not as much depth. It reads a bit

more like a list of bullet points than 3(a) above. Quite brief, time

may have been a factor as Q1 was very long 8 marks /15

Total 76 marks /90

AQ‘/4 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 67





