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GCE General Studies A 
 
GENA3  A2 Culture and Society 
 
Introduction 
 
This booklet contains a number of marked responses to the January 2010 GENA3 written questions. 
 
The material demonstrates performance at different levels and is provided to give an insight into how examiners apply the 
published mark schemes.  In doing so, it is hoped that teachers and students will be able to understand how some 
answers score highly whilst others struggle to gain many marks. 
 
For GENA3 the presentation of the material is in three sections: 
 

1. The first section contains ‘model marked scripts’, annotated by a senior examiner to indicate strengths, 
weaknesses and reasons for awarding a particular mark. 

2. The second section contains responses without any examiner annotation, so that teachers and/or students can 
independently assess the quality of an answer against the separately published mark scheme. 

3. The third section contains senior examiner commentaries on the scripts in section 2, to enable comparison of 
teacher/candidate assessments against the standards set by AQA senior examiners. 

 
How might the material be best used? 
 
It is suggested that the model marked scripts are studied first before moving to the self-assessment exercise in sections 2 
and 3. 
 
When considering the material, teachers or students may wish to think about the following: 

• What are the key words in the question? 
• To what extent has the response addressed these? 
• What are the strengths of a particular answer? 
• What are the weaknesses? 
• How might the mark be improved? 
• Is the length of the answer appropriate, given the total number of marks available? 
• When comparing responses, which is better, by how much and why? 

 
It is hoped that by using the materials in this way teachers and students will be able to improve their exam preparation by 
gaining a valuable insight into what senior examiners are looking for when setting and marking questions. 
 
 
Accessing the question paper and mark scheme 
 
Teachers are able to access the materials via e-AQA, if they have registered for this secure service. 

The January 2010 GENA3 question papers and mark schemes should be available on AQA’s website from October 2010 
(see web page http://web.aqa.org.uk/admin/qp-ms_library.php). 

 

Printed versions can also be bought from AQA publications (http://shop.aqa.org.uk). 

  



 
 

 

Included in this material there are: 
 

Model Marked Scripts 
MMS 1 – complete script (Qu 1, 2, 5 & 7) 
MMS 2 – Section A (Qu 1) 
MMS 3 – Section A (Qu 2) 
MMS 4 – Section B (Qu 4) 
MMS 5 – Section B (Qu 8) 

 
Self-Assessment Scripts 

SA 1 – Section A (Qu 1) 
SA 2 – Section A (Qu 1) 
SA 3 – Section A (Qu 2)   
SA 4 – Section B (Qu 5) 

  SA 5 – Section B (Qu 6) 
  SA 6 – Section B (Qu 7) 

SA 7 – Section B (Qu 9) 
SA 8 – Section B (Qu 10) 

 
Commentaries on all of the above 

 
 
 
 
Any comments on this material? 
 
If you have any comments on this exemplar material, please forward them to the AQA General Studies Mailbox 
(generalstudies@aqa.org.uk). 



 
 

 

Information about GENA3 
 
This is an A2 unit and has three elements to it, Sections A, B and C based on Culture and Society. 
Please refer to the Specification for full details relating to the Unit Content and the Assessment Objectives (AO’s). 
 
The format of the examination is as follows: 
 
Section A is a source evaluation exercise.  Candidates answer two compulsory structured writing questions which will 
assess their ability to evaluate strengths and weaknesses of at least one source and provide a personal opinion on the 
topic concerned. 
Section B has four optional essay questions taken from the main cultural themes in the Unit 3 content.  Candidates are 
required to answer one question only. 
Section C has four optional essay questions taken from the main social themes in the Unit 3 content.  Candidates are 
required to answer one question only. 
 
Both Section B and C will assess candidates’ abilities to analyse the question; conduct arguments and justify opinions 
with appropriate knowledge and illustrations; synthesise and communicate ideas; make overall judgements and draw 
valid conclusions. 
 
 
Mark Scheme 
Both Section A and Section B are assessed using a ‘Levels Mark Scheme’.  The full published mark scheme provides a 
description for each level and some examples of ‘indicative content’. 
 
How to arrive at a mark - Examiners will place a response in the middle of what seems to be the appropriate level, then 
move up within the level if there are signs of the level above, or down if there are signs of the level below.  Brevity or an 
indifferent standard of written English may be factors that pull a response down within a level. 
 
 

Section A is marked on a Level marking system for each question.  In January 2010 the levels were 
 

Question 1 (max 12 marks)  Question 2 (max 8 marks) 
Level 1:  1-4 marks  Level 1:  1-3 marks 
Level 2:  5-8 marks  Level 2:  4-6 marks 
Level 3:  9-12 marks   Level 3:  7-8 marks  
 

 
Sections B and C are also marked using a Level marking scheme for the essay questions: 
 

Level 1:  1–5 marks 
Level 2:   6–12 marks 
Level 3:  13–19 marks 
Level 4:  20–25 marks 
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Distant Learning Commentaries 
 
The marks for Model Marked Scripts and the unmarked Self Assessment Scripts were agreed by a team of senior 
examiners. 
 
 
 
 
Model Marked Script 1 – GENA3 (a complete script) 
 
This exemplar illustrates the complete work of a candidate who answered questions 1, 2, 5 and 7.  The script has been 
annotated throughout and summative comments are provided at the end of each question to justify the level and mark 
awarded. 
The level and actual marks awarded were: 
 

Qu 1 – Level 2  6 marks / 12 
Qu 2 – Level 2  4 marks / 8 
Qu 5 – Level 2 11 marks / 25 
Qu 7 – Level 3 15 marks / 25  Total for script = 36 / 70 
 

 
 
 
Model Marked Scripts 2 – 5 are candidate’s responses to individual questions.  These have been annotated throughout 
and summative comments are provided at the end of each question to justify the level and mark awarded. 
 
  MMS 2  Qu 1 – Level 1 4 marks / 12 
  MMS 3  Qu 2 – Level 2 4 marks / 8 
  MMS 4  Qu 4 – Level 2 10 marks / 25 
  MMS 5  Qu 8 – Level 2 8 marks / 2 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Self Assessment Script 1 – GENA3, Qu 1  
 
Question 1 
 
A strong start and the candidate demonstrates an analytical style from the outset with a general overview – though a little 
flawed in its understanding of the tone of the extracts. 
 
The second paragraph recognises a bias and the provenance of the articles.  Half way down the page are comments on 
the generalisations and exaggerations contained in the passages, though without recognising the importance of some of 
the detail.  
 
Turning to extract B, we have a good overview and some recognition of the irony of the Paul Weller situation.  
 
There is a strong sense of both evaluation and comparison here and the style of the answer is clear and authoritative – 
the candidate uses his/her own words well and paraphrases intelligently.  A little more detail for the top mark, but a very 
good answer. 

Level 3  11 marks / 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Self Assessment Script 2 – GENA3, Qu 1  
 
Question 1 
 
A clear answer, aware of what the implications of the question are and offering quite a comprehensive range of points 
evaluating and comparing the major arguments in both extracts.  It suggests that society is polarised and arguments are 
offered from a number of perspectives, but is aware of when the author begins to assert his opinion.  The arguments are 
assessed accurately. 
 
Similarly, there is analysis of the arguments in Extract 2 and there is focus and balance.  This particular question was very 
challenging for candidates and this is a sufficiently intelligent, well-understood and fluent response to reach the top of 
level 3, though in fact there were (a few) better answers. 

Level 3  12 marks / 12 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Self Assessment Script 3 – GENA3, Qu 2  
 
Question 2 
 
Some subtlety in the opening section – a similar theme of argument to MMS 3 but with more depth.  The candidate 
explores the power of music to carry a political message to new audiences who may have the power to change things. 
 
The second paragraph looks at the dangers of the marriage between politics and pop and the conclusion sums up the 
earlier arguments neatly. 
 
Some neat analysis, though generalised and lacking specific examples.  It was felt worthy of level 3. 
 

Level 3  7 marks / 8 
 
 
 
 
Self Assessment Script 4 – GENA3, Qu 5  
 
Question 5 
 
It is a relatively articulate essay, clearly written and ‘looking’ good.  However, it does not contain strong arguments or 
analysis and few points are developed with any confidence. 
 
It deals with theatre, cinema and poetry.  Relevance to young people is the focus of the question and there is little here 
which shows a real understanding of the question on anything other than a superficial level. 
 
It begins with a standard introduction which takes us no further.  Then theatre is looked at.  The weak assertion of 
theatres expanding choice ‘more recently’ is compounded by the vagueness of chronology in ‘around the time of the 
second world war or even later’.  Though ‘Stomp’ and ‘Cats’ are mentioned there is no flavour of why these may be 
relevant to young people.  The reference to Shakespeare is little more than padding. 
 
We then turn, as many candidates did, to the notion of class.  Here the discussion does not develop beyond the 
stereotypical notion of having to dress smartly.  Some figures are offered here, though without provenance and with the 
effect weakened by mistaking attendees for attendants.  There is a thoughtful moment about ticket prices, though 
unaware of the many offers that are available for young people. 
 
‘The more modern form of theatre is the cinema’, which introduces the second paragraph (we are already half way down 
page 2) is a statement which could do with some analysis, but is only presented as ‘the more relaxed and ‘available for 
all’ alternative to the theatre.  The kind of film that might appeal to young people is described, though not exemplified 
even by title. 
 
The poetry section is suggesting – in the face of contrary evidence – that young people are reading far less.  Many 
candidates widen this to the appeal of rap, but this one doesn’t.  The paragraph then becomes confused and cluttered. 
 
In the course of the conclusion a new point arises – should these arts adapt to the 21st century.  This point could well 
have been brought up earlier and might have formed a very useful argument. 
 
This is only a level 2 essay.  It is limited in its knowledge and restricted in its illustrations.  It is not without merit and 
chooses some relevant ground for discussion.  It does not make any effective use of the areas chosen. 
 

Level 2  9 marks / 25 
 



 
 

 

Self Assessment Script 5 – GENA3, Qu 6  
 
Question 6 
 
A strong opening, well-expressed, leads us to expect a superior attempt here and so it proves to be.  As with many of the 
answers to this question, the structure is driven by the notions of time, place and circumstances and each is dealt with 
well.  There are cases – Diane Pretty, genital mutilation, racism, murder, bestiality (curiously!)  – and each is related to 
the demands of the question contrasting relative and fixed morality.  The basic theme is that morality does in fact evolve 
along with society, though with some very neat touches about the right of one society to judge another. 
 
It is wide-ranging with a range of convincing and valid arguments, if using some fairly odd illustrations from time to time.  It 
has a well-argued conclusion and clear understanding and is well structured and fluent.  These descriptors point straight 
to Level 4. 
 
To reach 25 marks it could have had better exemplification and taken one or two points through to a clearer conclusion.  It 
might well have alluded to some of the sociological theorists who have codified these views on morality and how it is 
derived. 

Level 4  22 marks / 25 
 

 
 
 
 
Self Assessment Script 6 – GENA3, Qu 7  
 
Question 7 
 
The first paragraph begins with a few truisms reflecting what the question says and the only development of the question 
is in the assertions that ‘women lose out on some aspects of their career’ (but ‘what aspects’ is never examined) and that 
‘it is not valid today’.  No structured evidence is offered for either assertion. 
 
Having looked at child bearing, the candidate turns to the question of child rearing but again only offers assertions.  At 
many points we can ask why?; how?;  when?; what is your proof or illustration?; what is the effect in the workplace?  The 
penultimate paragraph is too simplistic and ignores the role of men or partners and how women often have to juggle the 
various aspects of the equation. 
 
The lengthy concluding paragraph could have offered something clear and definitive, but is actually vague and simplistic.  
It does introduce the idea that many men are now taking on a nurturing role. 
 
To reach higher levels the answer should have offered much more evidence and been much less vague in its 
understanding of the situation.  Much was missing here, not least the difference between the nature of work in different 
areas, and the attitude and responsibilities of employers. 

Level 2  8 marks / 25 
 



 
 

 

Self Assessment Script 7 – GENA3, Qu 9  
 
Question 9 
 
‘The monarchy would be difficult to change, so why change it?’ seems to be the opening salvo.  Arguments for change 
would be 

 
• Modernising 
• Undemocratic 
• Lack of constitutional power 
• Cost 

 
On the other hand: 

 
• Tradition 
• History 
• Identity 
• Tourism 

 
The conclusion returns to the limp argument of the opening – what shall we do with the Royal Family when they are 
abolished – so keep the status quo ante. 
 
There is understanding of the role of the monarchy but some fundamental lack of clarity about the concepts of the 
Monarchy and of the Royal Family.  The full question is attempted and it is a competent response, logically argued.  
There is a lack of both depth and detail. 

Level 3  17 marks / 25 
 

 
 
Self Assessment Script 8 – GENA3, Qu 10  
 
Question 10 
 
Like question 5, this is an essay whose basic structure is offered to candidates in the form of prompts.  The best essays 
often go beyond these prompts.  The candidates are asked to examine the view that schools/colleges do not prepare 
young people for the future responsibilities they must shoulder.  Most candidates, like this one, were unable to see clearly 
what those responsibilities might really entail. 
 
A general introduction offers a reasonable context, though, as in the question 5 answer above, it does little more than 
paraphrase the question.  The second paragraph says that schools will find it hard to teach these things as it is 
impossible to teach everything and only fundamental needs can be provided.  There is a suggestion there that the 
fundamental needs could be enough but the notion is not developed.  The next paragraph, in fact, repeats the same idea 
without developing it at all. 
 
Social (communication) skills are referred to at the bottom of the page and a little follows which shows a basic 
understanding of the pressures of league tables (though poorly expressed).  There is then another point that could be 
developed profitably – the school provides help to young people by a principle of osmosis – or these issues are taught by 
implication and/or guidance counselling.  
 
Relevance disappears at the top of the last page and a kind of generalised conclusion follows which takes a stance 
against the provision of preparation for social responsibilities. 
 
This is a limited attempt.  It never discusses the purpose of teaching social responsibilities, or even what these may be.  It 
settles for vague references to ‘social skills’.  The question demands more than that. 

Level 2  7 marks / 25 
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