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Introduction

This booklet contains a number of marked responses to the January 2009 GENA1 written
questions.

The material demonstrates performance at different levels and is provided to give an insight into
how examiners apply the published mark schemes. In doing so, it is hoped that teachers and
students will be able to understand how some answers score highly whilst others struggle to
gain many marks.

For GENA1 the presentation of the material is in three sections:

e The first section contains ‘model marked scripts’, annotated by a senior examiner to
indicate strengths, weaknesses and reasons for awarding a particular mark.

e The second section contains responses without any examiner annotation, so that
teachers and/or students can independently assess the quality of an answer against the
separately published mark scheme.

e The third section contains senior examiner commentaries on the scripts in section 2, to
enable comparison of teacher/candidate assessments against the standards set by AQA
senior examiners.

How might the material be best used?

It is suggested that the model marked scripts are studied first before moving to the self-
assessment exercise in sections 2 and 3.

When considering the material, teachers or students may wish to think about the following:
¢ What are the key words in the question?

To what extent has the response addressed these?

What are the strengths of a particular answer?

What are the weaknesses?

How might the mark be improved?

Is the length of the answer appropriate, given the total number of marks available?

When comparing responses, which is better, by how much and why?

It is hoped that by using the materials in this way teachers and students will be able to improve
their exam preparation by gaining a valuable insight into what senior examiners are looking for
when setting and marking questions.

Accessing the question paper and mark scheme

The January 2009 GENA1 question papers and mark schemes should be available on AQA’s
website from October 2009 (see web page http://web.aga.org.uk/admin/gp-ms_library.php).

Printed versions can also be bought from AQA publications (http://shop.aqa.org.uk).

Teachers should also be able to access the materials via e-AQA, if they have registered for this
secure service.

Any comments on this material?

If you have any comments on this exemplar material, please forward them to the AQA General
Studies Mailbox (generalstudies@aqa.org.uk).
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GENA1 Self Assessment Commentaries
Script 1

Question 2(a)

Struggles for clarity in places but the candidate does make two useful points — one about the
undue influence exercised by non-English MPs and another about the fact that English MPs
should have control over issues directly affecting England. Far too much effort is focussed on
the issue of university fees which the author only includes for illustrative purposes.

The last sentence of the answer hints at the unfairness of England not having its own parliament
(as compared to the rest of the United Kingdom) but does not really make the point.
Communication is not impressive but credit should be given for using own words.

3 marks

Questions 2(b)
A rather weak answer with the candidate resorting to bullet points. There is one clear point
about the value of a non-English perspective and, in the first bullet point, a hint at the influence
England might exert on the rest of the UK. Does use own words and worth between 1 and 2
marks. Benefit of the doubt given.

2 marks

Question 3
This response is a competent effort making use of the source and including some personal
knowledge. The candidate uses the statistics in the source to point to a decline in voter turnout
and tries to amplify the point made in the source about lack of respect for politicians by offering
some personal observations about scandal (sadly not illustrated) and about unpopular decisions
made in Parliament (this time illustrated by reference to Iraq). The candidate’s own knowledge
is also deployed in the reference to there being little difference between political parties
although, again, there is no example. The candidate makes one more useful point about public
apathy in the light of an absence of major issues to stimulate voters, and does attempt a
conclusion. In general, the answer is clearly written and is quite well-organised. Knowledge
might be modest but there is a range of ideas and some balance. A Level 2 answer.

9 marks

Question 4
This answer, although clear, is not particularly well-written and eventually fades. The candidate
begins by referring to the role of the Prime Minister and, although sensible, is written with little
understanding. There follows something in the way of a defence of the monarchy which does
include both reference to the source and some own knowledge — heritage, nostalgia, patriotism
and the monarch’s good works are pointed out as is the fact that, as a monarchy, Britain is
different from most countries. The candidate shows some awareness of the fact that the Queen
does not actually run the country and, then, turns to the advantages of having an elected
president focusing on accountability and on the fact that the public would have some say in
his/her election. The candidate quite thoughtfully points out that removing a president is,
perhaps a power we would not want to exercise too often. The answer ends with an attempt to
draw a conclusion and offers a personal view (not obligatory but welcome), but the reference to
Gordon Brown is rather a lame note on which to end. There are references to the source but
personal knowledge is distinctly limited. A Level 2 answer.

8 marks

Total mark = 22

A
30 Copyright © 2008 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. AQA/



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE General Studies A / GENA1 Exemplar Scripts / Version 1.0

GENA1 Self Assessment Commentaries
Script 2

Question 2(a)

This response provides an encouraging start with three clearly explained points — the influence
of non-English MPs on key issues for England would be removed as would the unfairness of
England being the only country in the UK without its parliament. The third point of England
gaining greater control over key domestic issues completes the picture. Full marks fully
deserved.

4 marks

Question 2(b)

In marked contrast to 2(a) the candidate is clearly struggling to think of any valid argument
against an English parliament. Only the third point came near to scoring with a possible hint at
the break-up of the UK, but ultimately it was felt that there was nothing worthy of credit.

0 marks

Question 3

In this short, if clearly written, answer the candidate really has very little to say. A view about
decline in political participation is offered supported only by the assertion that young people are
largely disinterested in and unaware of politics. The claims that politics is an area inadequately
covered in the media and that disabled voters find it difficult to access polling stations are
distinctly unconvincing. Clearly a Level 1 answer.

Awarded 3 marks

Question 4

This again is a relatively brief response and often vague as characterised by the cryptic
reference to the monarchy having ‘done something/made a decision and people disagree with it’.
There are some rather odd assumptions made like the ideas that a president would be elected
every year but some valid comments are offered — a president might well be more accessible
and provide fresh ideas and certainly, older people’s support for the monarchy might be
influenced by nostalgia. There is, however, so much more that could be said. The answer is not
well-communicated and lacks both range and clarity. A Level 1 response.

Awarded 5 marks

Total mark =12
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GENA1 Self Assessment Commentaries
Script 3

Question 2(a)
There is an element of repetition here which means the candidate only makes two clear points:
one is that England alone does not have its own elected parliament; the other is the fact that
non-English MPs can exercise undue influence on matters which do not directly affect them.
The last sentence is only amplification of this last idea. The answer is direct and clearly
communicated.

3 marks

Question 2(b)
A concise and thoughtful response, although the first two points (about the influence of England
as the most powerful part of the UK and possible doubts about the status of the UK parliament at
Westminster) are not clearly explained, unlike the last point on the unity of the UK. In the light of
some vagueness 3 was seen as a fair mark.

3 marks

Question 3
Well-written and clearly organised, this answer offers a nice blend of reference to the source and
some personal comment. The candidate draws useful comparisons between recent elections
and those of the 1950s and uses the source with obvious understanding. There is an input of
personal knowledge with comments on how similar political parties are today, the growth of
personality politics and the extent of complacency within the current electorate. Some points,
like the references to broken promises and issues that could affect voters at a personal level, cry
out for proper illustration, but this only detracts marginally from what is a sound response, which
is well-communicated. A Level 3 answer.

12 marks

Question 4
This answer is clearly arranged and is written with evident understanding of conflicting
arguments. The first paragraph is devoted to pro-monarchy arguments drawn both from the
source (tradition, longevity, heritage) and from the candidate’s own knowledge (tourism,
reference to Buckingham Palace etc). The Queen is praised for her performance as head of
state but, sadly, no evidence is offered in support. The second paragraph turns to the case
against the monarchy and demonstrates a clear grasp of the pro-meritocracy, pro-democracy
and accountability arguments contained in the source. The third paragraph includes some
thoughtful observations as to Britain’s old-fashioned image and the need for change, and
indicates a wide knowledge. The candidate is aware (unlike many) that Britain is not unique in
retaining its monarchy. The reference to the French monarchy was well made and, at this stage,
provides some useful balance. The final paragraph adds three further pro-republic arguments
which need to be developed but the reference to the class system enables the candidate to end
on a balanced note. Concise and perceptive, this was seen as a Level 3 response.

12 marks

Total mark = 30
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