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CANDIDATE A COMMENTARY 
 
LE CANNABIS 
 
Devrions-nous légaliser le cannabis ?  
  
Oui     34% 
Non      62% 
Ne se prononcent pas   4% 

 

Faut-il légaliser le cannabis? Quels sont les arguments pour et contre? 
 
Content: 12 
There is quite a long introduction to this essay, which at one point appears to be contradictory. 
Originally, the candidate states that there is not a great deal of difference in the numbers for and 
against legalisation, but shortly afterwards refers to the majority of people being against. Therefore 
the start of the work is confusing.  
This unfortunately continues at the start of the next paragraph where the use of the present tense 
makes it unclear whether the writer is talking about the current situation which would be changed 
by decriminalisation or what would happen if cannabis was in fact legalised. This is followed by two 
brief but valid points about the belief that cannabis can lead to stronger drugs and the uncertainty 
as to the long term effects of the drug. Neither point is expanded, however. The final point made in 
this paragraph is unclear. 
The candidate is more successful when dealing with the reasons in favour of legalisation.  The 
comparison with alcohol and tobacco is relevant and it is developed to an extent. The role of 
cannabis in relieving symptoms of certain serious illnesses is mentioned briefly.  The whole of the 
next paragraph attempts to show the advantages of taxing cannabis and the consequences of 
such a measure.  There are further points made as to the mockery of the law by the young and the 
crime rate in Amsterdam, although this is not very clearly expressed.  
The essay comes to a conclusion with two further points about dealers and government control 
over consumption of cannabis.  
When considering a mark for content, the first feature here is that a large number of points are 
made, though not always clearly expressed or expanded.   Equally, some parts of the essay are 
superficial and some sections are unclear. The structure is adequate but slightly unbalanced. A 
mark in the 9-12 would seem to fit, and 12 is appropriate since the number of points made could 
almost have placed the essay in the next band, 13-16. 
 
Range of vocabulary: 3 
Generally, the vocabulary used is appropriate and the candidate uses some variety. However, 
there is some repetition (eg of legal) and occasionally lack of vocabulary seems to prevent the 
candidate form making points fully. 
 
Range of structure: 3 
There are genuine attempts made to use a variety of structures but some passages lack clarity and 
there are some confusing sentences. 
 
Accuracy: 3 
There are a number of basic errors throughout, but the piece is generally comprehensible. 
 
TOTAL: 21/35 
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CANDIDATE B COMMENTARY 
 
LA MODE 
 
Il y a 20 ans les top-models pesaient 8% de moins que la femme moyenne. Aujourd'hui elles 
pèsent 23% de moins !  

 

Est-ce que la mode a une bonne ou une mauvaise influence sur les jeunes? 
 
Content: 17 
There is a neat and relevant introduction to the essay. The positive aspects of fashion are dealt 
with first, and a number of valid points are made about self-confidence, feeling part of a group and 
promoting a more positive image of young people. These points are well-expressed and expanded.  
The negative aspects are then considered. There is the price factor and mention of exploitation, 
presumably rapidly changing styles of football shirts. There is the negative effects of underweight 
models followed by the peer pressure some might feel to conform. The final point made in this 
section is unclear, however. The writer then comes to a personal conclusion to complete the 
essay. 
It is clear that this essay is relevant and treats the subject in some depth. The structure is well 
thought out and logical. Many points are well expressed and clearly stated. There is generally 
justification made on the points raised. On the other hand, there is the occasional lack of clarity, 
which brings the work down to the lower end of the 17-20 band. 
 
Range of vocabulary: 4 
Generally, the vocabulary used is very appropriate and the candidate uses variety. However, there 
is occasional repetition (eg of appearance, model) and the use of such words as mauvais gives the 
impression that there could have been an even wider range of vocabulary used. 
  
Range of structure: 4 
There are genuine attempts made to use a variety of structures and the essay generally reads 
well. Some impressive structures such as permettent aux ados d’être ensemble are followed by 
less accurate structures such as ce loisir autorise les gens s’amuser. 
 
Accuracy: 4 
There are some, but not many basic errors and the piece is largely accurately written. 
 
TOTAL: 29/35 
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CANDIDATE C COMMENTARY 
 
LE CANNABIS 
 
Devrions-nous légaliser le cannabis ?  
  
Oui     34% 
Non      62% 
Ne se prononcent pas   4% 

 

Faut-il légaliser le cannabis? Quels sont les arguments pour et contre? 
 
Content: 20 
This is a very well written essay, with a logical, flowing structure, a variety of relevant points made 
clearly and accurately with frequent illustration and justification. Compare the section on the 
hypocrisy of the government towards alcohol and tobacco with the similar point made in essay 2. 
The way this is expressed and conveyed here is of a far higher order.  Having made this point, the 
candidate considers fully the crime caused by use of cannabis and the waste of police time caused 
by the drug.  A further point is made in favour of legalisation in regard to serious illnesses, well 
argued and clearly expressed.  The forbidden fruit element is then mentioned, with the point well 
made that legalisation would remove this attraction.  
The next paragraph, having made a good case for legalisation, does offer some opposing views, 
though doubt is expressed as to the validity of legalisation encouraging further use of drugs.  
Finally, the point about possible long term consequences is made but having considered this 
carefully, the candidate ends with a definite conclusion in favour of legalisation. The treatment is 
deep, well-thought out, well-expressed and logically structured. This essay is as good as can be 
expected at this level. 
 
Range of vocabulary: 5 
Much use is made of varied and relevant vocabulary and idiom. Words like fléau stand out. 
  
Range of structure: 5 
There are the odd mistakes made in some more complex structures but the handling of structure 
here is very confident.  
 
Accuracy: 5 
There are only a few errors and much of the work is highly accurate. 
 
TOTAL: 35/35 




