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Introduction

OCR has reproduced these exemplar candidate 
coursework folders to support teachers in interpreting 
the assessment criteria for the GCE English Literature 
specification. 

These exemplars should be read in conjunction with 
the assessment criteria for unit F662/ F664, and the 
OCR Report to Centres for unit F662/ 4 from the June 
2012 exam series, also available on the OCR website.

This content has been selected by senior OCR 
moderators, to illustrate how the assessment criteria 
are applied, and to provide some commentary on 
what factors contributed to an overall grading. 
The exemplar candidate answers are intended to 
demonstrate a range of achievement, and exemplify 
work in Bands 3, 4 and 5 of the Assessment Criteria, 
supported by moderator commentary, which includes 
rationale for where OCR has recommended an 
adjustment to centre marks as part of the moderation 
process.   

As grade boundaries are subject to change from series 
to series, these responses have not been graded and 
are instead banded to give an indication of the level 
of each response. 

While the exemplars are intended to be useful in 
interpreting the specification’s Assessment Objectives, 
they should in no way be regarded as definitive 
answers.  
This resource is provided for advice and guidance only 
and does not in any way constitute an indication of 
grade boundaries or endorsed answers or approved 
text choices or task formulations.

F664 – Texts in Time
Exemplar coursework folders with moderator commentaries
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 5)

Commentary 

Texts

Philip Larkin: The Whitsun Weddings; Alan Sillitoe: Saturday Night and Sunday Morning; John Osborne: Look Back in 
Anger

Task

	 ‘Human hopes are extremely fragile and the experiences of life thwart people.’ 

	 How far is this view challenged or supported in the literature of post-WWII England that you have studied?

Commentary on text choice and task

The texts chosen are all appropriate and fulfil the requirements of the specification. The task raises a view for the 
candidate to evaluate, thus addressing the second part of AO3. It would have been better if the wording had 
explicitly required comparison and had focused on ‘ways’, ‘treatment’ or ‘presentation’ in order to direct a literary 
focus.

The candidate’s word count is unclear.  It should be presented both with and without quotations, footnotes, 
bibliography etc, for clarity.

AO1 AND AO2 CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

15 14

Moderator’s comments:

AO1: The writing throughout the essay is confident and clear. There are occasional grammatical infelicities which 
more careful attention might have ironed out, but overall the essay is well constructed and clearly directed, with 
purposeful and clear paragraph openings which help structure the argument as it develops. There is a tendency 
to focus on characters, rather than their literary presentation, so that at times they are discussed almost as people 
rather than as constructs: ‘…he seems content and happy, making the best out of what he has’; ‘Jimmy’s pitfall is 
that his aspirations are too high…’

AO2: Quotations from the three texts are well integrated to illustrate and develop points. They are used and 
introduced appropriately. Explicit analysis is, however, rare. This is where a task title with a clearer focus on 
comparing the writing of the texts may have helped the candidate. There are some useful moments, such as the 
focus on ‘thwarted’ on p.3. The candidate also discusses some aspects of drama and performance well, including 
the music hall style of Jimmy Porter’s performance and the stage effects of Alison’s position and costume at her 
first appearance. Analysis of the other texts is less evident, with little attention to the effects of Larkin’s verse, for 
example.
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AO3 AND AO4 CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

25 24

Moderator’s Comments:

AO3: Several paragraph openings indicate the essay’s comparative structure. There are also some focused 
detailed comparative points within the paragraphs, often discussing all three texts together. The candidate finds 
a number of connections to keep the essay moving fluidly from text to text.
As the bibliography indicates, the candidate has done a good range of wider reading and research, which is also 
reflected in the essay itself, with a number of references, clearly acknowledged with footnotes. Critical comments 
are well integrated into the candidate’s writing, occurring as natural parts of the argument, as with the citations 
from Stephen Regan and Robert Fulford on p.2. The exploration of such readings is not, however, fully developed 
or effective, lacking sustained discussion. Occasionally the candidate is more successful by balancing different 
views, like the discussion of different reactions to Jimmy Porter. There is also a little engagement with Athanason 
on p.4.

AO4: The essay starts with a useful contextual opening to set the foundations, incorporating history and social 
changes. The texts are integrated into this approach, though they are not here always clearly linked to the 
contextual ideas, shown by distance between opening and closing of paragraph. However, social and historical 
issues are integrated more successfully in the discussion of the texts and characters later in essay, seen in the 
references to class, the effects of war and social expectations.

TOTALS CENTRE TOTAL OCR TOTAL

40 38

Moderator’s Comments:

This is an organised and accomplished essay, placed in Band 5, but not at the top. A higher mark would require 
a more consistent literary awareness, affecting both AOs 1 and 2, and a fuller exploration of the significances of 
different readings of the texts (AO3). The comparison, however, is well handled as the essay moves confidently 
between the texts and the significance of contexts is relevantly recognised throughout.
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 5)

Commentary 

Texts

ST Coleridge: ‘Christabel’; Henry James: The Turn of the Screw; Angela Carter: The Bloody Chamber. 

Task

‘Women are traditionally portrayed as beautiful, passive and emotionally driven. Sometimes their weaknesses 
allow them to succumb to temptation – for which they are always condemned.’ Discuss with close reference to 
chosen texts.

Commentary on text choice and task

The text choice is generally appropriate. However, ‘Christabel’, though quite a long poem, is considered too short to 
qualify as a text in its own right. Choices of texts for coursework should approximately equate in substance to those 
which might be set for an examined unit. ‘Christabel’ would appear in such circumstances as part of a collection 
of poetry, either by Coleridge, or in an anthology of gothic writing. In addition, the candidate only considers the 
eponymous story from Angela Carter’s The Bloody Chamber collection, when guidelines state that between three 
and five stories of a short story collection should be discussed. Text coverage in this essay is, therefore, inadequate.

The task raises a view for the candidate’s attention, with the potential to address the second part of AO3. However, 
the task does not direct the candidate to evaluate the view and therefore does not directly encourage argument. 
In this context, the imperative ‘Discuss’ is weak. It would have been preferable for the candidate to be directed to 
compare and to reach a judgement about the opening statement. Additionally, it would have been better if the 
wording had reminded the candidate of the literary focus of the essay, using words such as ‘ways’, ‘treatment’ or 
‘presentation’.

The candidate gives no word count. This should appear with and without quotations and other exclusions.

AO1 AND AO2 CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

14 13

Moderator’s Comments:
AO1: The candidate has a confident and individual style of writing, which is immediately apparent at the opening 
of the essay and maintained throughout. This sense of individual voice is a strong feature of the essay. While 
there are very occasional grammatical errors, the writing overall is engaging. It develops points on each text 
thoroughly, though at times the discussion is at some distance from the task and is not always clearly linked or 
argued in response to the question. The texts are taken texts largely in turn, The Bloody Chamber first appearing 
on p.4. There is some approach to characters, especially the Governess, as real people rather than as constructs, 
which leads to some narrative retelling.

AO2: Generally, relevant quotations are appropriately chosen to illustrate the essay’s points. There are a number 
of examples of focus on language, for example ‘steal’ and ‘wild’ with regard to Geraldine in ‘Christabel’ and the 
symbol of the ‘oak tree’ and ‘overpowering verbs’ in this poem. In the discussion of Carter’s writing, the candidate 
selects words, but leaves underlining to substitute for actual analysis of the effects of diction choices. There 
is some discussion of the narrative structure of The Turn of the Screw. The awareness of language, form and 
structure in this essay is the most successful of these three exemplars.
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AO3 AND AO4 CENTRE MARK OCR MARK

23 18

Moderator’s Comments:

AO3: The text by text structure of this essay prevents the candidate from fully developing comparison 
successfully. The candidate makes comparative links at the openings of a number of paragraphs, such as 
‘In a similar sense the governess…’ and ‘Similarly…’ but these do not develop into sustained and purposeful 
comparison. Slight links are made between Carter and Coleridge, and Coleridge and James, but more consistent 
and sustained comparison is needed for higher marks.
It is surprising that, with such established texts, the candidate does not make more references to the critical fields, 
instead relying on hypothetical suggestions such as ‘it might be that…’; ‘might be seen…’; ‘Perhaps Carter is trying 
to…’; ‘Carter may also be attacking capitalism here…’; ‘If the reader sees Geraldine as an ‘evil’ presence…’ Such 
gestures towards different readings remain tentative and the one paragraph which begins ‘Literary Critics often 
question…’ is somewhat clumsy, lacking integration into the essay. The candidate does not engage with the views 
actually expressed. There are some suggested citations, but without acknowledgement in the text of the essay, by 
footnote or bibliography. This is another area where the essay does not meet the regulations of the specification.

AO4: The quick literary and cultural references at the essay’s opening are relevant and introduce a general gender 
awareness which is maintained though the essay. It would have been improved with more specific references to 
advance certain parts of the developing argument, in order to maintain the awareness of the significance and 
influence of this context. There are references to paganism and witchcraft later in the essay. The contexts are 
promising and relevant, but not fully developed or integrated into the discussion.

TOTALS CENTRE TOTAL OCR TOTAL

37 31

Moderator’s Comments:

This is a confident and enjoyable essay, a strong written style leading the reader through its discussion. There is 
some thoughtful focus on features of the writing of the texts, but the essentially separate discussions of them 
works against sustained comparison. Other readings are suggested but not developed, while the significance and 
influence of relevant contexts need fuller treatment.
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)

Commentary 

Texts

Carol Ann Duffy: ‘The Devil’s Wife’; Stephanie Meyer: Twilight; Malorie Blackman: Noughts and Crosses

Tasks

An essay comparing the ways danger and adversity are presented in the texts in terms of their intended reader 
response.

Commentary on text choice and task

This is a useful exemplar essay, raising several important issues for F664 coursework. 

The first of these is the range of texts used by the candidate. The choices suggest that the candidate had 
enjoyed freedom of choice, which is very much in the spirit of this coursework unit, as it is designed as 
an individual research task. This allows candidates to choose texts which particularly interest them and 
perhaps also to choose texts according to their level of ability and ambition. It is good practice to ensure 
that the coursework task is accessible to all candidates in this way, but it must also be ensured that the 
choices enable the candidate to address all the Assessment Objectives at an appropriate level. In this case 
the choices of children’s and teen fiction limit the candidate’s ability to address the AOs.

The poetry text here is also a major concern. ‘The Devil’s Wife’ is taken from Duffy’s The World’s Wife 
collection, but the collection is not cited as the text. Within the essay, the candidate states, ‘Because of the 
length and structure of this text, and the fact that it is well over forty lines, I am choosing just to analyse 
one poem in this essay.’ The reference to forty lines may indicate some confusion with the requirements 
for F662 Task 1, but this is inadequate text coverage for the F664 essay. The advice given through the 
Consultancy Service, INSET and FAQ documents throughout the life of the specification has been that 
when candidates write about a collection of poetry, the essay should show detailed consideration of 
between three and five poems, depending on length, with passing reference to others where they fit 
the developing argument. By dealing with only one poem, the candidate cannot adequately show 
‘understanding of three texts’ nor ‘develop comparative discussion of relationships between three texts’.

The question itself indicates the necessity of comparison and indicates that reader response should be 
considered, while focusing on presentation, highlighting AO2 and the two aspects of AO3. Candidates 
tend to write more successful essays if their question leads them towards evaluation and argument, 
since the construction of argument is a key part of AO1. A clearer question, therefore, rather than just ‘An 
essay…’ might have helped the candidate write a more successful response.

The candidate’s word count is unclear.  It should be presented both with and without quotations, 
footnotes, bibliography etc, for clarity. The bibliography is present and illustrates the limited range of 
wider reading undertaken.
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AO1 AND AO2 CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

11 6

Moderator’s Comments:

AO1: Despite the task’s reference to ‘ways’, much of the discussion of the two novels and single poem in this 
essay is restricted to accounts of plot and character. Accounts of the content of each novel are given, while the 
discussion of the Duffy poem is more focused on Myra Hindley herself than Duffy’s presentation of her. There is 
certainly knowledge of the texts, but understanding of them at a literary level is sometimes limited.
The candidate writes in a straightforward register throughout the essay, usually with short, simple sentence 
structures. Typographical errors are frequent throughout the essay – the title of Blackman’s novel is usually 
presented as Nought’s and Crosses, Myra Hindley is said to be an ‘anti heroin’, and there are grammatical 
inconsistencies such as ‘Blackmans’ and ‘see’s’. The first time Twilight is mentioned, it is presented as ‘twilight’. As 
coursework is written and drafted over time, a high standard of accuracy is expected and such errors should be 
spotted and removed by the candidate prior to submission. Where they remain, they must be acknowledged in 
the mark.

There is no clear acknowledgement of the question or beginning of the argument in the fist paragraph, and 
the conclusion has only slight connection with original question. The direction of the candidate’s argument is 
uncertain throughout. There are sudden jumps of subject matter without indication of a developing line, with 
paragraphs beginning in such ways as, ‘A major theme within the three texts is the corruption of innocence…’ and 
‘The way sex is used in these texts defines them.’ Ideas are asserted in the essay, rather than argued through, such 
as that ‘The injustice of this tale shocks the audience’ (Noughts and Crosses) and ‘Though adversity surrounds her 
it is from within that the darkness truly lies’ (Myra Hindley).

AO2: It is significant that the first quotation does not appear until the fourth page of the essay. The essay contains 
some paragraphs which lack any direct reference to a text. The essay relies heavily on character and plot summary 
with little attention to the writing of the texts, limiting the opportunities to develop discussion of the effects of 
language form and structure. There is an assertion that ‘Empathy [for Myra Hindley] is impossible’ but without 
examining Duffy’s presentation of her in the poem. The question ‘How can the reader sympathise with someone 
unable to love?’ relates to Hindley rather than the character created by the poet. The candidate does include one 
comment on the effect of the reference to a ‘doll’, with a personal response. Analysis is limited; the candidate 
comments on ‘violent imagery’ in the poem, but this is not explored, the only quotation being ‘on fire for him’. 
There is also some confusion – it is unclear how the use of ‘dialect’ might give ‘the audience a predisposition of 
hatred for this character.’

There is more success with the candidate’s ideas about the novels’ construction, with comments on first 
person narration, and the balance created through different first person narratives in Noughts and Crosses. It is 
suggested that ‘seeing the novel through the children’s eyes increases the sympathy we feel for the characters.’ 
These points would have been improved with clear exemplification; the candidate uses no quotations to illustrate 
points made or to develop the writers’ use of narrative style and its effects. 
As well as the plot and character discussion of Twilight, the candidate comments on the sexual charge of the 
novel, with a little attention to the language used.
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AO3 AND AO4 CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

12 9

Moderator’s Comments:

AO3: The separate paragraphs on each text, often without clear links or discourse markers, limit the development 
of comparison. Occasionally connecting phrases are used, such as ‘Twilight reads differently’ and ‘In stark contrast 
to this Malorie Blackman uses sympathy to humanise the themes of racism and prejudice…’ On the whole, 
though, there is a limited attempt to develop comparative discussion between the texts.
The candidate hypothesises potential readings of Twilight according to the age of readers but the argument is 
not clearly made or developed. The only external reading comes from an Amazon reader review, but as it is not 
a thoughtful interpretation of the writing of the novel, it offers the candidate little scope for engagement of 
exploration.

AO4: In the course of the essay, the candidate makes very little reference to contexts, apart from some of the 
history of Myra Hindley. In this case, however, it hampers the discussion rather than enhances it, as the essay 
discusses Hindley rather than her poetic characterisation.

TOTALS CENTRE TOTAL OCR TOTAL

23 15

Moderator’s Comments:

As the notes show, there are numerous problems with this submission, which is severely hampered by an 
inadequate choice of poetry text. This means it struggles to fulfil the specification requirements and the approach 
to the AOs is generally limited. 
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 5)



www.ocr.org.uk/englishHELPING YOU BRING ENGLISH TO LIFE

17

Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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Exemplar Folder  3 (Band 2)
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