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Support Material

GCE English Language

OCR Advanced Subsidiary GCE in English Language: H069

Unit: F651
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR Advanced Subsidiary GCE specification in English Language for teaching from September 2008.
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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to English Language. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and sample Lesson Plans for English Language. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson Plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



This scheme of work addresses the two parts of F651, which is Speech and Children and Speech Varieties and Social Groups.

These topics can be taught discreetly but can also be taught side by side and it is expected that centres will devise their own schemes of work as appropriate.
	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	8 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH AND CHILDREN

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework 
activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Discourse structure and grammar: word classes, phrases and sentences
	Word Classes:

Give students a range of words from different classes and a chart in which to place words in correct categories. Students could then try to identify different words in a sentence.

Explore different noun types (proper, common, concrete, abstract, and collective).  

Verbs should also be divided into lexical and grammatical.
	Bank of word examples on Interactive Whiteboard Resources (IWB): http://www.iwb.org.uk 

Prepare charts for students to fill in.

Place definitions of word classes as a key to the chart.


	Key word classes (as chart headings): nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, prepositions.

Nouns could be done as separate activity - identifying noun types.

Verb activity can also be extended to a discussion of tense.


	
	Noun Phrases (NP):
Put examples on whiteboard and label key parts. Give students 5 sentences which include NPs to be identified.  As extension, students can think of own examples. 
	Put sentences on whiteboard. Students can then display answers to rest of class.


	

	
	Prepositional Phrases (PP):

Explore examples of prepositional phrases and functions.  Get students to make up their own examples.
	
	


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	8 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH AND CHILDREN

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework 
activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	Adjectival (Adj) and Adverbial (Adv) Phrases:

Explain the difference. Give students a list of 10 sentences, some containing adjectival phrases, others adverbial phrases. Students to identify which sentences contain which type of phrase.
	
	

	
	Sentence structure and type:

Explore simple, compound and complex sentences.  Give students some examples for them to identify type. 

Subordinate clauses should be placed either beginning or end to develop knowledge of main and subordinate clauses.

Explore active and passive voice.  Give example of ‘same’ sentence in both active and passive.
	
	As extension, sub clauses could be embedded in main clause.

Good point at which to explore clause analysis.

Students should note passive voice usually sounds more formal and sometimes hides the subject.  Weaker students may confuse passive with past tense.

	
	Outline sentence functions (declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory). Students to think of own examples keeping basic topic the same. 
	Examples on OHT/Whiteboard
	When students have completed work on grammar of spoken discourse, they should return to word, phrase, and sentence work to compare written and spoken structures.

	Consolidation
	Students to individually identify word and phrase types in a longer text.
	Any descriptive text can be used.


Tabloid newspaper articles tend to be good for noun phrases. 
	Weaker students may find identifying examples in single sentences easy, but may struggle when faced with a longer text. 


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGEST TEACHING TIME
	10 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH VARIETIES AND SOCIAL GROUPS

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Features of Contemporary Speech 


	Functions of speech:

Introduce different functions of utterances (referential, transactional, interactional, expressive, phatic).
Explore the concept of spontaneous speech. Listen to various extracts of spoken language (inc. unscripted interviews/commentaries from TV or radio) and note typical features of spoken language that make it different from written language. 

Deixis and Cohesion:
Explore deixis as a form of verbal pointing.  Explain: more common in spoken texts as context is clear, but is found in written texts also.  Give students examples of written and spoken deictic expressions.
Give students a short example text so they can identify deictic expressions/cohesive devices.
	TV programmes are useful: e.g. watch 3 minutes of Eastenders and list the different functions. 
Students could talk about the functions they have used that day.
Provide a grid of categories: non fluency features: fillers, pauses, repetition, false starts; lexis: colloquialisms, phatic expressions, deictic expressions; grammar: interrupted and disjointed constructions/non standard and incomplete constructions.
Students to find examples in each category and list appropriate utterances. 
British Library recordings could be used if students find it difficult to obtain their own examples: www.collectbritain.co.uk/collections/dialects/
Alan Gardiner ‘Revision Express’ pp.22-3

Take a section from a book that refers to earlier places and events.  Often the parts that the students can’t understand will involve anaphoric and cataphoric references.
	Students can look at play scripts, transcripts (past 2701 papers as a start maybe), spoken exchanges in novels and short stories or any other representations of speech to identify different functions.
Students will need to learn appropriate terminology to describe these features.

A glossary of terms could be shared with students from the start of the course and built up as they go along as mentioned earlier.
Knowledge of cohesion need not be detailed, but a basic understanding of anaphoric/cataphoric reference may help when analysing the structure of children's fiction. Students could be asked to bring in examples of children’s fiction – this may need teacher input in terms of type of fiction and possibly specific books.


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	10 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH VARIETIES AND SOCIAL GROUPS

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Speech Sounds and Patterns of Intonation


	Students to learn about phonemic and syllabic structure by identifying the number of phonemes and syllables in given words. 

Main prosodic features of language can now be introduced. Students to listen to recordings from different regional areas:  north east, south west and London regions, and note different patterns in pitch, tone and stress.

Students to be taught how to use lines of intonation to show rising and falling patterns, and ways to denote stressed syllables.

In pairs, students note how placing the emphasis on a different word each time alters meaning and tone.
	A bank of polysyllabic words to be given by the teacher or students can find own words from dictionaries and test each other on pitch, tone and stress.

Students could be asked to bring in recordings of radio DJs or TV programmes/adverts that feature different accents and as a class activity they could identify the distinct speech/intonation patterns in them. 

Students could listen to regional recordings from soap operas on TV or from the Collect Britain: Accent and Dialect site:

· www.collectbritain.co.uk: Welwick, Yorkshire
· www.collectbritain.co.uk: Swimbridge , Devon

· www.collectbritain.co.uk: Wandsworth, Greater London 
There are several children’s programmes that rely on intonation to deliver emotion such as Yoho Ahoy (where the characters only say Yoho or Ahoy but vary their intonation to convey meaning) or Pingu.
	Other phonological features such as: onomatopoeia, alliteration, rhyme and assonance could be taught here as extension work. 
Students could go on to study research by J R and L J Davitz (1959) on reciting the alphabet in different emotions using prosodic features.

Students could play a game where they read out dull texts (Yellow Pages etc.) in a range of emotions.




	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech 

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	10 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH VARIETIES AND SOCIAL GROUPS

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Analysing Scripted and Spontaneous Formal /  Informal Dialogue
	Analysis of a Transcript:

· Students to listen closely to spoken extracts and learn how to transcribe the speech as an accurate record.

· They can begin by recording 1 to 2 minutes of spoken language of friends or family and turning it into a transcript including all features of spontaneous speech.

· In pairs the transcripts can be analysed for features of lexis, grammar and non fluency features. A table can be completed identifying examples of each of the features.
	Begin with simple transcripts of one or two speakers like some of the transcripts on FRET:

· www.newi.ac.uk/englishresources/workunits/alevel/lang/jgchilblain.html
· www.newi.ac.uk/englishresources/workunits/alevel/lang/jgplumber.html

	Students need to be given an agreed format for the transcription inc. symbols for overlapping speech, pause marks, prosodic features.




	
	Students should also be encouraged to consider the structure of the conversation by looking for examples of turn taking, giving feedback (verbal and non verbal), use of adjacency pairs and three part exchanges in their recorded transcripts.

Role play activities during which students act out both co-operative and competitive situations would consolidate the work on conversation theory.
	There are lots of resources on Internet sites on conversation theory and structure, particularly Andrew Moore’s web site:
· http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/lang/pragmatics.htm 

	An extension task could be to consider the accommodation theory (Howard Giles) and the co operative principle (H P Grice).

Politeness principles (Brown & Levinson; Lakoff) and Face Needs (Goffman) could also be researched and applied to the transcripts recorded.



	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	8 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH AND CHILDREN

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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Formal/Informal Dialogue


	Register and Levels of Formality:

Introduce Halliday’s categories of register (field, tenor, and mode). Outline different levels of formality (frozen, deliberative, consultative, casual, and intimate). Individuals to analyse a formal text, e.g. political speech or a transcript of a House of Commons Q&A dialogue using knowledge of register and levels of formality.  

Role playing could be fun or looking at something that plays with levels of formality e.g. Little Britain and Monty Python.  Or listening to a Radio One interview compared with a Radio Four interview. This could be done online if the teacher has access to IT.  Or a CBBC show compared with a BBC4 show.

Pair up students.  Give short extract(s) from the play ‘Educating Rita’.  Students to analyse Rita's utterances and how they contribute to lowered formality.  Compare to Frank's utterances.
Give pairs an example of spontaneous speech to analyse for register and formality.  Students must be able to clearly explain points made.
	The Internet - for examples of transcripts/speeches. Students could find own examples.

http://www.number-10.gov.uk/output/
Page5.asp
 the play/film:  Educating Rita
· Transcripts from past exam papers of Unit 2701.
	Students should now be encouraged to use the correct linguistic terminology for analysis and note variations in register and formality within the text.

Some students may wish to break down register into field, tenor and mode but should avoid mechanical labelling.
‘Educating Rita’ could be used further, particularly the humorous effect of Rita’s attempt to become an RP speaker.  There could also be further discussion of the way that we react to accent – some students might see Rita as an ‘informal’ speaker because of her regional accent. This false assumption could lead to an interesting discussion about our reaction to accents.


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	8 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH AND CHILDREN

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	Pairs to look at previous two examples again and note key differences between scripted and spontaneous speech. Students should be guided to areas to explore: lexis, semantics, grammar, context, speaker identities, punctuation, prosodic features.
	
	Choosing a moderately formal text may produce best results or an example with clear variations in formality.
Students should note similarities as well as differences and should, by this stage, be using the correct terminology with increasing confidence.

	Moving to a written from a spoken format
	Give students a theme, such as conflict. The students could work in pairs and one speaks spontaneously about the topic whilst the other records or notes down what they say. Get students to use their transcript as the basis for a short descriptive written piece that includes the use of character dialogue. Students analyse the key linguistic differences between the spoken and written forms.  How are prosodic features represented in written form?
As a variation on this task, more able students could be asked to produce a written piece in a specific format.  Imagine a real-time interview transcript of a favourite musician/actor.  Re-write the interview in a suitable magazine format.  Looking at magazine interviews is interesting and a whole range of tasks could come from exploring the way real spoken exchanges are represented in writing.  Maybe the students could work in groups: one could interview another and then the group turns it into a magazine interview. They could then compare the differences and similarities between the different ways they have approached.
‘Stretch and challenge’ could mean students have to write in a specific style (NME, Heat, Kerrang etc.) or have a particular aim (mudraking, promotional etc). 


	Could be completed on PCs if available.  If the school has a shared student network, why not suggest that all the students share their transcripts electronically? Or the class could actually compose a single script collaboratively making suggestions as one person inputs the ideas onto the white board? The class could then do the rewrite together or individually/in small groups, displaying the work electronically for the others to comment on.  Also using the track changes/insert comment option to annotate their texts.
Past papers for Unit 2706 will provide transcripts and variations on this activity.


	Weaker students may need help with how to structure a response, although understanding and use of terminology should be fairly secure.

As a starter for all students to complete the task on writing for specific audiences, students could bring examples from magazines, newspapers etc. into class.  Producing an analysis of the example could be used as a homework task if time permits.
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	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	20 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH VARIETIES AND SOCIAL GROUPS

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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Language and Identity
	Students could be given a range of scenarios to act out e.g. what greetings do they use for different people, what swear words, what ‘family’ words or phrases do they use?  Are there any words or phrases their parents always use or grandparents?  Are there words they use at home that they never use with friends and vice versa? This could be a lively activity- students could make posters etc.
Students to list any groups they belong to and consider if this affects their language. In pairs, come up with a list of words associated with their school environment. Explain how this is a form of sociolect.
	Students can be asked to research different types of sociolects by using the Internet. They could prepare a presentation on the argot of one of these groups.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociolect

	Students need to be made aware of any regional or non standard variation in their own idiolect. This will require some study of RP and Standard English.

	
	Students need to consider how socio-economic status affects the language we use. In two halves, the group can study Bernstein’s Restricted and Elaborated Codes. One half can only use limited language as defined by the code, the other a more complex form. Each to prepare a two minute talk on a subject of their choice using the code assigned to them. Discuss what value judgements were made by the class based on the language used.

	Students will need to be given copies of Bernstein’s Deprivation Theory or they can research it on the Internet:

www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupDownloadFile.asp?GroupId=8970&ResourceId=18830

	Students will need to understand the controversial nature and criticisms of Bernstein’s theory. They may be asked to consider the value of such a theory in the light of their own linguistic experience.


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	20 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH VARIETIES AND SOCIAL GROUPS

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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Attitudes to Regional Variation
	Attitudes to regional variation should now be considered. Students should be given certain statements in small groups to consider (e.g. you could never trust a Cockney lawyer.) and asked whether they agree/disagree with them. They should then come up with their own statements for the rest of the class to consider (e.g. I shall need to change my accent to get on at university.) 
	Students could be asked to consider the results of the BBC Poll of 2005 in which  the public voted on which voices were thought most pleasant and consider the reason for the choice of winners:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/london/content/articles/2005/06/02/voices_pollresults_feature.shtml

	Students will need to be aware of new accents introduced purely for social reasons e.g. Mockney, Estuary English, and the way that these are replacing RP in some parts of London. 
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Language and Power
	Students should be made aware of the work of Labov in New York, Trudgill in Norwich, Petyt in Yorkshire and Milroy in Belfast in the areas of language and social class, and how language can be affected by age, occupation and education. This could be done by asking groups to research the work of one of these linguists and prepare a presentation to the rest of the group on their findings and whether they consider the research to be valid. (This could be done as a PowerPoint presentation.)


	Students should be asked to consider the importance of RP in today’s society and whether or not they still feel RP has the same social status. They could consider David Crystal’s view on this:

http://www.yaelf.com/rp.shtml

	Students could discuss the changing nature of the English language and be encouraged not to make generalisations about a person’s status because of their socials/regional background (e.g. some celebrities have made fame through their accent: Jade Goody, Cilla Black).


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	20 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH VARIETIES AND SOCIAL GROUPS

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	Students should carry out a number of practical activities in the classroom to prove how language can be used to gain power over others e.g. forms of address, use of imperatives, body language and prosodic features (tone and emphasis). This can be done by role-playing situations in which one person gains a position of dominance over another (either decided by teacher or student). Others to observe the methods used and comment.
	Students could be asked to research how language and power is used in different regions of society. Web sites like the Universal Teacher can help with this:

http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/lang/power.htm

	Role play activities could be videoed and watched later.
Students could be encouraged to watch for language and power situation occurring in the media – e.g. politicians.  Students could watch five mins of Question Time for example in class. Or any tv drama/film that represents people with power – the police (Life on Mars), experts (Gillian McKeith in You are What You Eat), the Daleks from Doctor Who, etc.

	Language of sub-cultures
	Students to consider how certain groups in society are represented and how these groups use their own jargon or slang to form their identity. In small groups they could research the argot, values and representation of a sub culture and prepare a PowerPoint presentation to the rest of the class. 
The class can then decide if the jargon is intended to include or exclude others.
	Any dictionary of slang could be used here. Some good online sites exist:

http://www.uncp.edu/home/canada/work/allam/1914-/language/slang.htm
Also programmes like Balderdash and Piffle (BBC) are good to show how words and regional expressions have derived. 


	A survey of how slang has changed over time can be carried out by students as an extension activity. 


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	20 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH VARIETIES AND SOCIAL GROUPS

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Attitudes to Language
	Students will need to understand the two main attitudes to language usage: Prescriptivism/Descriptivism

They could consider the Standard English Debate (John Honey) and the Political Correctness movement of the 1980s (Deborah Cameron) and decide if they agree that there is a ‘correct’ form of English.

In pairs, students can decide which words are taboo today and would be censored on TV (and give their reasons).
	The work of David Crystal who expresses a descriptive approach in his The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of the English Language 

David Crystal’s web site:  http://www.crystalreference.com/David_Crystal/index.htm

	Students can test each other’s attitudes to English by writing statements to test prescriptivist views e.g. everyone should know how to speak properly. Maybe they could start by writing down everything they dislike about the way other people speak – everyone has prejudices however ‘descriptivist’ they might be!

They could also be asked to consider the requirement of the National Curriculum that all students be taught to distinguish between standard and non standard English. 

Students could be asked what they think should be taught in literacy lessons at primary schools. 

Students could be shown some pages from the National Literacy Strategy.

	Different Speech Communities
	· Students could be made aware of the work of Milroy into social networks. They should be asked to consider the number of different language networks they belong to and list them: family, friends, clubs, etc. They should consider how these networks affect the language they use daily.
	http://www.putlearningfirst.com/language/research/milroy.html  
	


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	20 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH VARIETIES AND SOCIAL GROUPS

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	Students should consider why English has become a world language. They could be asked to list all the countries that speak English and the possible reason for this.


	Students could consider articles about the effects that other language communities have on English usage in inner cities e.g. Jafaican.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=382734&in_page_id=1770&in_a_source
David Crystal’s The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of the English Language has some good chapters on this.
	Transcripts of different varieties of English could be gathered, particularly American English.

Students could start with films/TV or books/poems/plays from other cultures. Students should be encouraged to consider the multi cultural nature of the U.K. and the effect this has on English.

	Consolidation
	Students to be given prepared transcripts of different social groups and asked to analyse them in small groups. 

They should be annotated for features of spontaneous speech, discourse structure and social influences/contexts. Students should also be encouraged to tape their own conversations and write their own transcripts for analysis.
	Past paper questions and exemplar answers to be provided for the students
	Students will need to be given opportunities to write an analysis in timed conditions to prepare for the exam.


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	14 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH AND CHILDREN

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Early language development: Language Acquisition Theories
	Explore environmental factors which might affect language acquisition.  Is it possible children just know how to learn their native language?
Briefly introduce theories of Skinner and Chomsky.  Split class to research one of the theories. Class debate the merits and shortcomings of each theory.
Students should be given summaries of the theories and asked to consider the ideas, rather than expecting them to read too much independently.  
	David Crystal The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of the English Language 

Alan Gardiner Revision Express - English Language 

Jean Aitchison  The Language Web  (good on Lenneberg – a very readable and current text on children’s language)
	Texts can be used throughout the topic.

Debate should clearly show critical engagement with the theories.
Lenneberg‘s ‘Genie’ case study can be read and discussed.  This example may produce further debate.

	Stages of Language Acquisition
	Students to present work to class. Others should be willing to question findings.  Teacher-input may be needed for weaker presentations.
	Internet research and texts as above.
	Grammar may need a slightly bigger or more able group. 
Presentations could be completed as homework with each student producing one slide.


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	14 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH AND CHILDREN

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Consolidation of learning so far
	Students to individually draw up a time-line of early language acquisition (0-7).

Evaluate learning so far and set tasks on semantic ambiguity in the 2-word and telegraphic stage, the formation of questions (yes/no and WH-word) and negatives.  Discuss common child ‘errors’.
	Prepare PowerPoint slides/task sheet 
	Ensure students are aware all children are individual.  Time-line only gives approximation.

Possible tasks: ‘mummy car’ – how many meanings, how is child’s meaning made clear? 

Tom referring to himself says ‘Tom beed good boy’.  

	Functions of speech and the beginnings of conversation (pragmatic development)
	Explore conversational techniques children have to learn to engage in successful conversation.  Introduce Halliday’s stages of pragmatic development.

In pairs, explore how adults adapt language when speaking to children.  Does simplification of language impede acquisition?
	Internet for research

Alan Gardiner Revision Express - English Language

David Crystal Listen to your Child

Stephen Pinker The Language Instinct (it is a refreshing and challenging discussion of ‘motherese’)
	

	Early children’s language in use


	Paired examine examples of child-adult conversations.
	Past OCR English Language papers: Unit 2702 - Section B can be adapted to new criteria.

· George Keith Living Language cassette includes child transcripts. 
	As extension, students could be encouraged to research examples of child-child transcripts.  Students could record own transcripts.  Warn that parental consent is required. This can be problematic so students need preparing well but can be an excellent experience.Maybe students can work in pairs on this.


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	14 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH AND CHILDREN

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Early children’s language in use (continued)


	Share exam assessment objectives (from the OCR English Language specimen paper - mark scheme).  Students complete individually the ‘Ellie’ transcript task from specimen paper (p. 4-5). Students to ‘mark’ work indicating where AOs have been met.  Take in for formal teacher assessment. 
	OCR English Language specimen paper for Unit F651(available at: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/asa_levelgceforfirstteachingin2008/english_language/index.html)  
	

	Children and the media in early language development
	Watch TV programme aimed at the under-5s.  Students to make notes on: context, speaker identities, purpose, register, lexis, grammar/syntax.

Group evaluate findings of viewing.
	Prepare video tape of TV programme.
	Pre-prepare a video tape.  Most under-5s programmes are only 15 mins. long.  Cbeebies still shows re-runs of ‘The Teletubbies’ but it maybe worth updating to In the Night Garden and Big Cook, Little Cook, Doodle Doo, Something Special etc.

	Children’s fiction
	Split into small groups.  Give each group a narrow age range (1-2 up to age 8). Students should find an example of a fictional text aimed at their given age range.  Group to present a linguistic analysis for the class.  As a variation on this, one group could explore how nursery rhymes or children’s poetry contribute to lexical/phonological development. Students could also look at average syllable length of words, high and low frequency words, sentence length and type etc.
	Library or access to a small range of children’s books. It would be a useful departmental resource to have a box of ‘previously loved’ children’s books- to keep year on year.
	Students could visit local library to find examples in own time.  If this is not possible, teacher could bring a few examples to class and allocate to groups accordingly.

Students should be encouraged to specifically look for examples of speech in their text.


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	14 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH AND CHILDREN

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Adapting language/register for different audiences (spontaneous discourse)
	Brainstorm typical situations in which children under 14 interact with adults or other children.  How do children begin to adapt language for different contexts?  Discuss creation of sociolect with examples of informal lexis used mainly by youngsters, e.g. ‘wicked’, ‘safe’.

Pairs to complete task on child variation of register and formality.
	Task sheet: a 12 year old has witnessed a school window being deliberately broken by another student.  2 transcripts to be produced where child relates the story to another student and then to a teacher.  Students could swap transcript examples with other pairs to analyse how language has been adapted.
	In brainstorm activity students could discuss: children's growing experience of wider environment, increasing understanding/use of complex grammatical structures, use of taboo language among under 14s in different contexts, and understanding of metaphors and different shades of meaning, humour/sarcasm.  

	Scripted language of children:  Drama scripts for the theatre
	Explore an example of a drama script where children are speaking.  Preferably there should be more than one child and an adult.  Look at how children’s language is represented.  How is adult’s language represented/adapted for child audience?
Children’s novels could be used for this too. Children’s news vehicles such as First News and Newsround are innovative too.
	
	


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	14 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH AND CHILDREN

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Scripted language of children:

Drama scripts for radio
	Compare previous theatre script with script for radio.  The script should deal with imaginative/humorous material.  Explore the imaginative/humorous linguistic techniques.  Students could complete this in pairs or allocated groups.
· BBC Seven (digital radio) has some good digital shows for children such as Go4It- this could be listened to online as a class. Stupid on CBBC is a sketch show for youngsters that deals with interesting language issues.
	Good example of radio script is The Bogeyman from OEP4A.

Task sheet to focus comparison of: lexis, grammar, syntax, phonology.
	If time is short, only one drama script could be studied as example of this medium.

· As extension, students could ‘perform’ one of the scripts showing awareness of prosodic features. 

	Children’s TV Advertising
	· Students to watch pre-prepared video and explore ways in which advertisers target child audiences.  Comment should relate to linguistic issues avoiding social comment. 
· Small groups to 'create' a new product aimed at children from a specific age (e.g. 5-6) range up to 14. Create a dialogue for a TV advert for their product.  Students to explain methods and language devices used.

	· Pre-prepare a short video of 10 TV adverts aimed at or involving children.
	· Students may note that advertising aimed at young children can be gender-specific.

· Students may need to think carefully about the product name.  Why will it appeal to their target audience?  How might child speakers be represented?  This could incorporate gendered advertising.  Looking at boys’ and girls’ birthday cards can be interesting too.


	GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech

	SUGGESTED TEACHING TIME
	14 HOURS
	TOPIC
	SPEECH AND CHILDREN

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Partly-scripted Language: The Influence of Technology


	· Introduce debate on the effect of E-language on the way children use language.  Share example from Guardian web site. (Link to the article in the next column.)

· Show examples of young people's language as used in Internet chat rooms.  Give small groups one example each.  How does e-language contain features of spoken discourse?  What evidence is there that e-language represents a sociolect for young people?
	· Article about the effect of text messaging on literacy skills:

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1378885,00.html

· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.city-net.com/~ched/help/lingo/chatslang.html" 

http://www.city-net.com/~ched/help/lingo/

chatslang.html

· Students could make up own examples of chat room talk or text messaging.


	· This could produce lively debate on whether E-language in its different forms has affected young people's ability to use spoken and written Standard English. 

	Spontaneous speech in different contexts
	Examine examples of cooperative and uncooperative conversations between parents and children.

Pairs to explore examples of transcripts between teacher and pupil.  Students could then explore how language would be adapted when two pupils are discussing a class task.  What aspects of the teacher's language would be retained? Go on to analyse structure/conversational features. Students could record/observe some lessons in the school.
	Francesca Pridham’s The Language of Conversation has examples of parent-child transcripts. 
Design own transcripts of teacher-pupil transcripts or if permitted, tape record interaction in a Key Stage 3 class.
David Crystal  Listen to Your Child
	Examples can be made up if Pridham resource is not available.


Sample GCE Lesson Plan 1

: 
GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech 

Speech and Children: Children’s language in use
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning Objectives for the lesson
	Objective 1
	To consolidate knowledge of how to make effective notes

	Objective 2
	To learn about how adults adapt language when speaking to children

	Objective 3
	To develop ideas of the influence of the media on child audiences

	Objective 4
	To develop skills in listening to real-time speech

	Objective 5
	To research children speaking in different social contexts


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge
By this point students will need to have completed earlier work on child language acquisition theories.

Content
	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	In pairs, discuss the influence of the media on children.  What kind of adult/child speakers are children exposed to?  What can children learn from speakers on the TV/radio?

	10 minutes
	Teacher-led discuss findings of paired work and whole group consider how adults might adapt speech when talking to children.

	5-10 minutes
	Students to review ideas of effective note-taking (last session).  Explain students will be watching a short video with child/adult speakers (this could be any short programme from children’s TV).  Students to make notes using effective note-taking strategy on child – adult interaction.  For weaker groups, notes could be divided into categories (outlined on PowerPoint).

	15 minutes
	Students to watch video of chosen programme whilst taking independent notes.

	10 minutes
	Put students into small discussion groups to talk about the findings from watching the programme.  Once this is complete, they can look back at their work on how they expected adults to adapt their speech.  Were they right?  Did they spot things in the programme they did not expect to find?


Consolidation
	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Feedback findings from last task.  Referring to video, could children learn anything about conversational strategies?  Teacher to display Halliday’s pragmatic development stages on board.

	10 minutes
	Discuss the example of a controversial programme, like the linguistic debate on ‘The Teletubbies’.  Revisit acquisition theories, Chomsky and Skinner, and apply their theories to children’s television and the role of adults in children’s production of speech. 

	Homework
	In preparation for children and advertising, look out for 5 adverts on TV that target child audiences.  Make notes on how language is used to appeal to the target audience


Sample GCE Lesson Plan 2: 
GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech 

Speech Varieties and Social Groups: Dialect
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning Objectives for the lesson
	Objective 1
	To share views on what constitutes dialect

	Objective 2
	To study examples of  regional dialect 

	Objective 3
	To analyse vocabulary and grammar variations


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Students will need to have completed earlier work on standard English grammar so that they can recognise non standard lexis, grammar and pronunciation.

Content
	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Starter activity: Give out cards with certain regional dialect words on. Students in pairs have 5 minutes to sort them into the correct categories e.g. 
Type of cake: bannock, crumpet, tommy, pikelet

Name for a child: bairn, sprog, nipper, kid
Give quick feedback on answers.

	5 minutes
	Teacher led: Discuss what is meant by the term ‘dialect’: Variation in vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation. Explain how this can be affected by geographical region (regional dialect) or social influences (sociolect). Explain how our dialect gives us our identity and why some dialects are in danger of dying out e.g. Cornish, Gaelic, Erse, through social mobility and/or lack of use/popularity. New sociolects are being created all the time e.g. Estuary English.  

	5-10 minutes
	Paired Work: Students list as many different types of regional dialects as they can. Feed ideas back to whole group (write lists on whiteboard).

	30 minutes
	Small group work: If you have any recordings of regional dialect speakers then students could listen to these, or the task could be carried out on a stretch of written dialect e.g. DH Lawrence, Irvine Welsh, Zadie Smith or written transcripts of dialects e.g. past A Level English language papers etc.

One person to highlight non standard vocabulary, one non standard grammar and one non standard pronunciation.  Feed back ideas to rest of group.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Plenary: Recap on main aspects of dialect forms.

	Homework:
	Prepare a PowerPoint presentation on your chosen sociolect to present to the rest of the group next session. 


Sample GCE Lesson Plan 3: 
GCE English Language: H069. F651, The Dynamics of Speech 

Speech Varieties and Social Groups: Sociolects
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning Objectives for the lesson
	Objective 1
	To consider examples of sociolects

	Objective 2
	To listen to ‘live’ examples of sociolects

	Objective 3
	To collect own live examples of sociolect and write a transcript

	Objective 4
	To analyse both written and spoken texts


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Students will need to have completed earlier lessons on dialect and identity so that they can recognise features of regional and social dialect.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Starter activity: Begin with a quick quiz on words belonging to different sociolects.

(The BBC Inside Out website is a good source of such words : 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/south/series7/voices.shtml)

This could be done as a Call My Bluff type activity with various options given that the students have to choose from. 

Give quick feedback on answers.

	5 minutes
	Teacher led: Recap on what is meant by the term ‘variation in vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation’.

	10 minutes
	Paired Work: Read an extract aloud and highlight examples of non standard features. Feed back to rest of group.

	15 minutes
	Teacher led: Listen to a recording of a sociolect e.g. from a specialist TV programme or radio broadcast such as cookery, finance, farming (Farming Today on Radio 4 for example!).  One group to note down non standard vocabulary, one non standard grammar and one non standard pronunciation. Feed back ideas to rest of group.

	15 minutes
	Paired Research:

Research an example of a sociolect or language of a subculture in the community e.g. Mockney, Jafaican, bikers, skaters, stockbrokers etc. 
Students to list examples of the vocabulary and grammar and to feedback to the rest of the class.  Alternatively, this could be homework


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Plenary: Feedback from paired research. As a group list the difference between live example of spoken dialect and extracts of literature. (Non fluency features and features which show it is spontaneous, not planned: fillers, self corrections, false starts, more pauses etc.)

	Homework:
	Record a short snippet of a sociolect and transcribe it carefully. Mark on it the non standard features and the non fluency features which make it spontaneous.  Teacher could electronically distribute an audio file for the students to work on if research proves to be problematic.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement the new English Language specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate and free access to candidate information at your convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Oxford University Press (OUP) is the publisher partner for OCR GCE English Language.
Oxford University Press (OUP) is producing the following resources for OCR GCE English Language for first teaching in September 2008:

Oxford English Dictionary Online



www.oed.com
Oxford English Dictionary CD-ROM



9780198610168

Compact Oxford English Dictionary for Students

9780199296255

Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.




































= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


The icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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