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Delivering the course

This scheme of work is based on 30 weeks’ teaching @ 4.5 hours per week. 

Unit 1:

80 hours approx

Unit 2:

60 hours approx

Routes through the course are flexible. Centres can:

· teach Unit 1 and Unit 2 side by side

· begin with Unit 1, before introducing Unit 2

· begin with Unit 2, before introducing Unit 1

Unit 1

Unit 1 is organised under 3 main content headings to reflect the specification. 

Centres may approach these in various ways. 

· teach the three areas in a linear fashion:

1. exploring the impact of Context

2. analysing the Key Constituents of language

3. studying the presentation of self in a wider social context of language use 

· move between context / key constituents / presentation of self, eg:  

Lesson 1: exploring context

mode 

electronic forms

Lesson 2: analysing language 
graphology 
non-standard spelling 

Lesson 3: presentation of self 
age 

innovation & attitudes 

· introduce key constituents as ‘starters’ for each lesson on context or presentation of self


The scheme of work for Exploring Context provides a recommended order:

mode

field

function

tenor 

Mode is a useful introduction to contextual factors. Tenor is a more complex, sophisticated notion that students may approach at a later stage. Field and function may be introduced at any point. 

The scheme of work for Key Constituents can be approached in any order, eg:

· a bottom-up approach to the levels of language

graphology

phonology

morphology

lexis and semantics

grammar 

discourse 

· a top-down approach, beginning with discourse

· a mix and match approach, eg. 

begin at most familiar places: morphology or lexis & semantics 

begin at most challenging place: grammar 

The scheme of work for Presentation of Self is divided into the following topic areas, which can be approached in any order, once the concept of idiolect has been established:

· idiolect 

· language & age

· language & gender

· language & region

· language & occupation

· language & power

· pragmatics 

Unit 2

Unit 2 is divided between the four tasks. 

NB. Although students submit only two in their final coursework folder, each task plays an important role in the development of language knowledge, skills and understanding, so work on all four genres is recommended. 

The tasks can be approached in any order:

· Writing for a reading audience – journalism interview

· Writing for a reading audience – narrative 

· Writing for a listening audience – scripted presentation 

· Writing for a listening audience – dramatic monologue 

This choice may reflect the interests of teachers and students, or provide interesting links to study for Unit 1. 

For example

study of differences between spoken and written language – journalism interview

study of idiolect -





dramatic monologue

study of discourse (text structure) -



narrative 

study of language & gender, region, etc -


scripted presentation 

NB. For each task, teachers will need to plan a break from teaching (of a week or two) to allow students time to complete their independent writing. This draft can be evaluated during peer review / workshop sessions and edited before the final coursework submission date. 

Commentary writing skills can be introduced before students embark on particular tasks. Students should keep a ‘log’ / record of significant aspects of their writing process. The final commentary can be written up once the two tasks have been chosen for the folder. 

Summary of content and timings
UNIT 1

Topic A: Exploring the impact of contextual factors 
   25 hours 
	Introduction to language study
	2 hours

	mode
	8 hours

	field
	2 hours

	function
	4 hours

	tenor
	6 hours

	bringing it all together & mock exam
	3 hours


Topic B: Analysing key constituents of language 

   30 hours 
	Introduction: language levels, functions, 4 keys      
	2 hours

	graphology
	2 hours

	phonology

	4 hours

	morphology

	2 hours

	lexis and semantics

	4 hour

	grammar

	8 hours

	discourse 

	8 hours


Topic C: Presentation of self & wider social context
   25 hours 
	Introduction: forensic approach to idiolect

           
	3 hours

	language and age 





        
	2 hours

	language and gender 




            
	6 hours

	language and region 




            
	4 hours

	language and occupation 




            
	2 hours

	language and power 




           
	2 hours

	pragmatics 






           
	4 hour

	bringing it all together & mock exam


          
	2 hours


UNIT 2

60 hours approx (2+ hours per week until April / May) 

13 hours per task 

+ 3 hours introduction to writing skills & commentary 

+ 5 hours final submission of texts & commentaries 

Task Journalism Interview 




          13 hours 
	exploring the genre (analysing speech representation)


	6 hours

	conducting interview (interview techniques & transcribing) 



	2 hours

	writing up interview (constructive criticism & redrafting) 


	4 hours

	writers’ workshop (peer review session) 




	1 hour


Task Narrative 






         13 hours 
	exploring the genre (structure, perspective, chronology)


	4 hours

	exploring oral narrative (structure, features)


         
	2 hours

	recording oral narrative (stimulus & transcribing)


	2 hours

	transforming spoken – written (criticism & redrafting) 

	4 hours

	writers’ workshop (peer review session) 




	1 hour


Task Spoken presentation 





13 hours 
	exploring the genre (structure & techniques) 


         
	4 hours

	choosing a topic (appropriate focus & trial run)

         
	2 hours

	preparing script (presenting / recording & feedback) 

         

	4 hours

	using multi-media aids (editing & revising) 


 
	2 hours

	writers’ workshop (peer review session) 




	1 hour


Task Dramatic monologue





13 hours 
	exploring the genre (idiolect on page, pragmatics, structure)

	6 hours

	devising character (choice & hotseating)



 
	2 hours

	scripting (performance, feedback & redrafting) 



	4 hours

	writers’ workshop (peer review session) 




	1 hour
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