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A Level Edexcel English specifications:

UMS and raw marks guidance
What are UMS marks?

For all 3 A Level English specifications (indeed for all subjects) UMS (uniform mark scale) is used to convert candidates’ raw marks into uniform marks. This is done in order to standardise marks from year to year. For example, the uniform marks required to achieve an A grade this year, will be the same as next year and so on. 

How are the UMS marks calculated?

The GCE08 English Language and Literature qualification, for example, is out of a total UMS of 400. Each unit’s UMS total is calculated based on the percentage of the qualification that the unit makes up. For example, Unit 2 is worth 20% of the total GCE marks, so is therefore worth 20% of 400 UMS marks – i.e. 80 UMS marks. Unit 1 is worth 30% of the total GCE, so 30% of 400 UMS – i.e.120 UMS marks.

Once the raw mark boundaries for a unit have been awarded by the senior examining team, based on professional expertise, statistics and technical data, the conversion to UMS happens automatically via computer. 

English Language and Literature 
There is potential for confusion in the 8EL01/9EL01 specification, because coincidentally, the raw marks and the UMS marks for the coursework units (6EL02/6EL04) are the same number – 80. However, the raw mark total, given out of 80, and the converted UMS mark total, also given out of 80, will be different. Essentially, they are two different 80s. 
Below is a table showing the minimum marks at each grade boundary for 6EL02 in both UMS and raw marks for June 2009:
	Unit Grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	UMS max 80
	64
	56
	48
	40
	32

	Raw Mark max 80
	69
	60
	51
	43
	35


Note: UMS marks from p.42 of the specification, raw mark from examiner’s report.
This ‘change’ does not represent a drop in the candidate’s mark, it is simply a result of the calculated conversion of raw marks to the corresponding UMS mark.
If we look at the same information for 6EL01 for June 2009:
	Unit Grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	UMS max 120
	96
	84
	72
	60
	48

	Raw Mark max 100
	70
	62
	54
	47
	40


Note: raw mark grade boundaries may vary from year to year and from subject to subject, depending on the demands of the question paper.  

English Language and Literature (6EL02) example

To illustrate this point, below is an example of a candidate’s final results for the coursework unit. You will see that the subject mark (SBJ), 54, is the same as the moderated raw mark, 54M, and the final (Fin) mark 54M. All of these are raw marks. The UMS conversion is 51.
	
	Subject mark (SBJ)
	Moderated raw mark
	Final mark (Fin)
	UMS

	English Language and Literature (6EL02) 01 Creating Texts
	54
	54M
	54M
	51
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