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Delivering the course

This scheme of work is based on 30 weeks’ teaching @ 4.5 hours per week. 

Unit 3:

80 hours approx

Unit 4:

60 hours approx

Routes through the course are flexible. Centres can:

· teach Unit 4 and Unit 3 side by side

· begin with Unit 3, before introducing Unit 4

· begin with Unit 4, before introducing Unit 3

Unit 3

Unit 3 is organised into two main topic areas. Each topic area contains two distinct but related topics

· Language diversity

· English over time

· Diversity in English

· Children’s language development 

· Spoken language

· Written language

Prior learning

AS study means that students should already be aware of the range of varieties in English, the influence of technology, and the importance of social and cultural contexts. They will know the processes involved in the production and construction of language across a range of contexts, modes and fields, and for a range of functions. They will need to develop a further understanding of the way language and language skills develop. The understanding of the key concepts the students were introduced to in Units 1 and 2, and of the key constituents need to be applied across Units 3 and 4.

Language diversity

This can be taught 

· in a linear fashion:

1. exploring English over time

2. observing the way earlier change reflects current change

3. studying the social, political, technological and cultural influences on language 

· moving between current forms and earlier forms

4. Lesson 1 the English language today (including review of Unit 1)

5. Lesson 2 reasons for change and variety in current English

6. Lesson 3 sources of current change/variety

The scheme of work for language diversity includes the following topics. (As English over time and diversity in English are closely linked and are examined under the same question, the topics are not separated in the scheme of work). 

Why does language change and vary?

· Social and cultural changes

· Technological changes

· Political changes

How does language change and vary?

· Phonology: changes in pronunciation

· Lexis: changes in vocabulary and meaning

· Syntax: changes in structure

· Discourse and Pragmatics: changes in social and contextual uses of language

Important influences and events:

· Printing and the spread of literacy

· Standardisation

· Dictionaries

· Invasion, trade, colonial expansion

· Technological change

· Mass communications media

· Cultural contacts

· English as a world language

Children’s language development

The aim of this scheme of work is to develop and understanding of child language while avoiding the pitfall of the deficit model, and encouraging an understanding of the sociocultural contexts in which different children use and learn spoken and written language. 

Topics

· Models of language acquisition

· Social contexts in which language is used and learned

· Features of child language

· Features of child/child interaction

· Features of adult/child interaction

Unit 4

Unit 4 contains two tasks. It has been designed so that Task 1, the article, talk or presentation, can be used as part of the preparation for Task 2, the English Language Investigation. The order in which these tasks are completed is therefore important. Students should work on complete the first draft for Task 1 while they are working on the early stages of their investigation.

Unit 4 can also be used for teaching aspects of Unit 3.

Students who are working on language investigations that relate to topic areas in Unit 3, for example, work carried out on investigations into topics such as the development of conversations skills in young children,  specific regional or cultural varieties of language, the development of particular aspects of children’s writing can be used (via Task 1 presentations, for example) to broaden the other students’ awareness of these topics via peer tutoring.

The progress of a student’s investigation should follow this broad pattern:

· Selection of a topic area to investigate

· Identification of a research question within that topic area

· reading around the topic area

· carrying out preliminary fieldwork

· planning and writing task 1

· Refining the research question in the light of Task 1 findings

· Planning a research method in the light of Task 1 findings

· Collecting data 

· Analysing data

· Writing up the final investigation

Summary of content and timings

UNIT 3
Topic 1 Language Diversity (approximate timing 40 hours)

Topic 1A: English now   (revision and check of prior knowledge)                                  

	Review AS skills/knowledge
	2 hours

	Explore in more detail aspects of new texts/modes, including data work on key constituents in new modes
	4 hours


Topic 1B: English then 

                                                                           

	Introduction: explore concept of why and how language changes      
	2 hours

	Study early English texts and explore form, relationship to modern English and regional variation in OE texts.
	3 hours

	Introduce language corpora, OED online

Close study of key constituents, looking for links with modern English
	5 hours


Topic 1C: English as a national language
                                                             

	Introduction: overview of processes undergone as a language becomes a national language. Explore the concept of a ‘standard language’. What is it? Who defines it etc.?

           
	3 hours

	Beginnings of codification: the introduction of printing





        
	3 hours

	The influence of the renaissance and the development of grammars and dictionaries. The development of English as the language of science. Explore the ways in which concepts such as correctness came into our understanding of language.




            
	5 hours


Topic 1D: English as a world language                                                                     

	Introduction: overview of English in the world today and the concept of language diversity within and beyond the British isles
	2 hours

	Influence of trade and colonialism. Influence of Africa and the slave trade 

	4 hours

	Pidgins and creoles
	2 hours

	English around the world: explore the role of English as a first language, a major language or a lingua franca.


            
	2 hours

	Mock exam
	1 hour 20 mins


Topic 2 Children’s Language Development

Topic 2A Language and communication





 

	Introduction: What is language, and what is learning?


Look at very early child communicating: pre-linguistic forms

	2 hours

	Behaviourism and nativism as theories relating to child language development. 

Explore child language data, especially children who are still developing the key constituents. Do animals have language in the sense that humans do?
	4 hours

	How children use language: working with data, explore features of child language at as wide a range of stages as possible.

Transcribe some data, and analyse transcripts looking at the ways children are developing the key constituents of language, and the ways in which they are using the key concepts. 

Relate findings to theory: behaviourism and nativism, also Halliday’s theories.
	6 hours


Topic 2B The role of others





 

	Introduction: discuss the concept of language and interaction, and the social functions of language
	4 hours

	Working with data, explore the ways in which adults and older children interact with young children.

Introduce theories of CDS, also Vygotsky. Explore in relation to Piaget’s theories and Brunner’s theories. Link back to Halliday, behaviourism and nativism.
	4 hours


Topic 2C Children’s writing as a means of communication



 

	Review what is language and what is learning from Topic 1A.

How does this relate to written language? Review speech-writing continuum.
	2 hours

	Written language as a system of signs. Identify and observe all the different systems of signs young children are exposed to and use.
	3 hours

	Early literacy: study examples of emergent writing and discuss why this is writing rather than drawing, and the reasons why young children write. 
	3 hours


Topic 2D Development of writing skills and conventions





	The development of the conventions of writing from emergent writing to independent writing.
	4 hours

	The development of key concepts: a child’s awareness of audience, function and mode.
	4 hours


Topic 2E Digital communication








	Students observe the role of digital modes of communication in children’s writing.
	2 hours

	Observe and discuss the role of computer games, TV and other electronic forms in developing narrative and interaction skills in children’s written and spoken language  
	2 hours

	
	1 hour 20 mins


Unit 4

As students will be working independently for much of unit 4, this scheme of work is loosely structured. Students will need to focus on their milestones and deadlines. Peer review work is important in refining and adapting their research work, as is work on Task 1. Presentations of Task 1 can be timetabled into peer review sessions.

1. Choosing a topic area                                                                                              
	Students use skills and knowledge developed in  Units 1 and 2, and those started in Unit 3 to decide on their topic area.

Put together coursework diaries including milestones and deadlines.
	5 hours

	Peer review. Students refine their topic area via their research question. Begin work on Task 1.
	5 hours


2. Task 1                                                                                                                    

	Read around chosen topic, begin refining research question.

Locate reading sources: books, articles, papers. Begin writing Task 1
	5 hours

	Select audience/format for task 1. Research topic, do some general observation and fieldwork. 
	5 hours

	Peer review: introduce topic and research question to group. Task 1 completed independently.
	5 hours


3. Task 2                                                                                                                    

	Begin data collection. Supervision tutorials.
	6 hours

	Progress review: check milestones and deadlines. 
	2 hours

	Begin data analysis
	7 hours


4. Carrying out research

	Supervision tutorials: progress of analysis, discussion of preliminary findings.
	7 hours

	Progress review: adjust milestones and deadlines in light of current progress
	2 hours

	Begin writing up investigation
	6 hours


   5.Completing the task                                                                                                     

	Complete writing up investigation, check, edit and complete final draft
	3 hours

	Reread and complete any final redrafting on both 1 and task 2 
	2 hours
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