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texts a and b are for use with question 1.


TEXT A


A:	 Mummy (2.0) 
M:	 mmm (2.0)
A:	 Mummy (2.0) Mum	=
M:		  = yes I’m listening (1.0) go on (5.0) Adam (.) what do you want (3.0)
B:	 he wants you to set this up Mum (1.0)
M:	 sorry (1.0)
B:	 this Mum (1.0)
M:	 oh (.) the	 // train track //
A:		  // I can’t get // Thomas out	// Mummy //
M:			   // okay okay // (.) I’ll put the (1.0) no (1.0) no wait
	 (2.0) Adam (1.0) I’ll put the washing down (4.0) now (.)	// we’ll //
B:			   //Adam // (.) Adam no don’t (.)
	 // Mum //
M:	 // okay // okay (.) Adam put Thomas down (.) he’s too big (1.0) put it down (1.0) I’ll get it 


out of the box (5.0) 
A:	 Mummy (1.0)
M:	 yes Adam (1.0)
A:	 I love Thomas (.)
B:	 {giggles} Mum (.) Adam just said he loves his train (1.0) 
M:	 shush (.) 
B:	 // {giggles} // 
M:	 // I know you do // (.) love (1.0) what about poor old Gordon (2.0)
A:	 Thomas my favourite (1.0) I like blue train (.) that red (.)
M:	 is Gordon the red train (.) or the green one (.) Adam (2.0)
B:	 Mummy (.) Adam’s got a book it’s got the trains (.) got the names of the trains in it (.) 
	 // the //
M:	 // the // engines	=                         
B:		  = the engines and (.) Adam (.) no don’t (.) Mummy (.) Mum he’s broke my 


train {crying} he he [?]
M:	 look (2.0) look (2.0) Beth look (1.0) no he hasn’t (1.0) now stop that now (.) just the battery’s 


come out that’s all (1.0) now both of you look (.) look (1.0) watch how Mummy’s going to 
fix it (2.0) just (.) whoops (3.0) just a minute (5.0) there (.) now Adam are you looking (.)  
if the battery comes out then you put put (1.0) look here there’s	=


B:		  = where	=
M:			   = here (1.0) see 


(1.0) there’s a plus (.) a cross (1.0)
B:	 mmm (2.0)
M:	 and here’s er (.) em a little line (.) so (2.0) whoops (1.0)
B:	 {giggles}
M:	 silly butter fingers Mummy (1.0)
B:	 yucky fingers (.) what’s that {giggles}
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TEXT B


	
 


Key to Swim
Swimming is a perfect part of your active lifestyle, be it for 
fitness or fun.  The Swim Programme is meant to act as a 
guide highlighting public swimming times and specific 
sessions.  At certain times there may be more than one 
activity taking place, for example the pool may be sectioned 
off for Lane Swimming, Club Swimming and Swim Time, but 
you can always access the pool during Swim Time and Lane 
Swimming.


This Swim Programme may be subject to change, 
particularly during the school holiday times, for more details 
on swimming contact the relevant pool direct. Please note 
that where the Swimming Programme is blank this time 
may be used for statutory requirements such as staff 
training, lifeguard qualifications, cleaning and essential 
maintenance.


Swim Time
These are the public swimming times when you can enjoy 
all the benefits that swimming offers.


Family Splash
Family fun sessions with floats, tubes and water toys. Adults 
must accompany children in the water during these 
sessions.  Please note our swimming ratios.


Kids Splash
These sessions are for those aged 8 and over. Just like the 
Family Splash sessions but children do not have to be 
accompanied by an adult.


Toddler Splash
The perfect session for babies, toddlers and parents to build 
water confidence with floats, toys and fun!  Adults must 
accompany children in the water during these sessions.  
Please note our swimming ratios.


Lane swimming
Swimming is the ideal complement for your active lifestyle. It is 
a great stamina builder toning your entire body while giving 
you an excellent cardiovascular workout.  In the timetable the 
numbers indicate how many lanes are available.


Adults only
At selected times we run adult only sessions for both Lane 
Swimming and Swim Time.


Aquafit
Rhythmic exercise to music, using water as a resistance and 
support, this non-impact exercise is suitable for all levels.


Parent and Baby
These sessions provide you with the opportunity to enjoy 
some quality fun time with your baby in the water and the 
chance to meet other parents and their water babies.


Lessons
Being confident in the water and being able to swim is an 
ability that everyone should have.  Not only is swimming 
a perfect way to build fitness but more importantly it could 
save a life, yours or someone else’s.  We offer a range of 
lessons for juniors and adults at all levels, plus we also have 
1-2-1 teaching and specialist sessions such as Parent and 
Baby.  There’s no excuse.  Contact your local pool now.


50+ Swim
Dedicated session for those who are over 50 to enjoy the 
pool.


Club Swim
At certain times local clubs have access to the pool.  Please 
refer to the Swimming Programme and it will indicate 
whether the club has exclusive use or whether they use the 
pool during public swimming times.


Safety
Swimming is great fun for children of all ages and it is 
important that all children learn to swim but remember to 
swim safely. We recommend that you read the safety 
guidelines and notices on the poolside and listen to 
instructions from the lifeguards.
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texts C and D are for use with question 2.


TEXT C


M:	 right if you’re looking for (2.0) d’you wanna go and have a look (1.0) at the shops tomorrow 
(.) at this DVD (.) but do you fancy getting (.) em (.) er (.) one of those home cine. cinemas 
like (1.0) Michael and Gillian have (1.0) 


F:	 what’s that like (.) I can’t remember (1.0)
M:	 well (.) they’ve got one (.) er (.) remember we saw it during the summer when we were
	 over (.) over their house (1.0) surround sound (2.0) you thought it was really good	=
F:			   = oh
	 yeah	 // I’m easy //
M:		  // I went and // got a hi fi	// magazine //
F:			   // mmm (.) yeah //
M:	 and (.) there’s a good one here (1.0) and look (.) they tested some of these and the price (.) 


and this one comes out as being the best (1.0) here this [?] two three eight or 
	 whatever	=               
F:		  = yeah and	=                                 
M:			   = and then we want to get the same make TV (1.0) but this (.) does (.)
	 em (.) the DVD does everything	=                                                    
F:				    = and is what (.) that what the speakers look	// like //
M:					     // yeah //
F:	 those skinny ones	=                             
M:			   = yeah	=
F:				    = like that	=                                                          
M:					     =	// yeah //
F:						      // and what // (.) we’ll put them where (.) in the four 


corners	=             
M:		  = yeah	// and //                        
F:			   // and // there’s no	// more //                                                    
M:				    // there’s // two more (.) a big one (.) but they’re [?] em
	 and then with this as well it (.) we can use it with your CD player as well (1.0) you can put 


CDs in it and flip through	// those //                                          
F:				    // what // okay (1.0) well what	=
M:					     = okay	=
F:		   				    = but can it be linked up to 


the em (.) em (.) kitchen (1.0) can you hear (.) I mean listen (.) to music (.) the CDs in the 
kitchen like Jack’s (1.0) y’know (2.0)


M:	 well (.) we could look at (.) into doing that	=
F:					     = like here	= 
M:						      = oh (.) no (.) no (.) not here (2.0) 


we’ll look into it (4.0)  we’d be best off getting an LCD	=
F:						      = a what (2.0) 
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TEXT D


Hornbeam


Hornbeam Carpinus betulus is native to the south-east of England and parts of Somerset and Wales. It has 
been widely planted elsewhere, and was often pollarded or coppiced. Mature trees have a deeply fluted, 
often sinuous trunk, while coppiced hornbeam sends up stands of snake-like poles. The name ‘hornbeam’ 
refers to the exceptionally hard horn-like wood, once used for the cogs of windmills (‘beam’ is the Saxon 
word for tree). Hornbeam can grow to 30m, but is usually smaller, often with a curved and leaning trunk. 
The leaves each have about fifteen pairs of regular parallel veins that run straight to the edge of the leaf. 
The buds are slender and pointed, like beech buds, but smaller, and often chequered brown and green. 
The fruits have long lobed bracts, which turn brown in autumn; some remain on the tree after leaf-fall, 
looking like bunches of tiny bells.


Glossary


bract: a leaf-like scale, usually rather small, found at the base of a flower-stalk.
coppiced: a tree felled so that it throws up several long, straight shoots from the stump.
pollarded: trees lopped off at head height.
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Hornbeam fruits are dispersed by wind,
the long bracts acting as a ‘parachute’.


Hornbeam catkins do not appear until 
spring. The leaves are 4–10cm in length, 
dull green and sharply toothed.


Hornbeam often has sinuous
branches.


male catkins


female flowers
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This unit targets Assessment Objective AO5i and also assesses AO1 and AO4.

Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2.

1.	 Read Texts A and B on pages 2 and 3 of the Insert.

	 Text A is a transcription of a conversation involving two young children and their 
mother.

	 Text B is an extract from a swimming information leaflet issued by a local authority.
	
	 Describe and interpret the distinctive language features of Texts A and B.  In your 

answer comment on the ways in which the spoken and written language features are 
adapted to suit the context, participants/readers and purpose.

	
	 Remember to make use of appropriate terminology.
	
	 Key to Text A
	
	 (.)	 Micropause – of one short syllable
	 (1.0)	 Timed pause
	 //  //	 Places where speakers overlap
	 =	 Latch on (i.e. no pause, no overlap)
	 Mum	 Held syllable
	 this	 Strongly stressed word
	 {}	 Paralinguistic feature
	 [?]	 Indecipherable words

	 A:	 Adam (4 years old)
	 B:	 Beth (6 years old)
	 M:	 Mother

 

Q1

(Total 50 marks)
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2.	 Read Texts C and D on pages 4 and 5 of the Insert.

	 Text C is an extract from a conversation between two adults.
	 Text D is taken from The Country Life Pocket Guide To Trees.
	
	 Describe and interpret the language features in Texts C and D.  In your answer 

comment on how spoken and written language features suit both the audience and 
purpose.

	 Remember to make use of appropriate terminology.
	
	 Key to Text C
	
	 (.)	 Micropause – of one short syllable
	 (1.0)	 Timed pause
	 //  //	 Places where speakers overlap
	 =	 Latch on (i.e. no pause, no overlap)
	 no	 Held syllable
	 this	 Strongly stressed word
	 cine.	 Unfinished word
	 [?]	 Indecipherable words
	
	 Non-standard spelling is used selectively to indicate pronunciation.
	
	 M:	 Male
	 F:	 Female
 

Q2

(Total 50 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (   ). If you change 
your mind, put a line through the box (   ) and then indicate your new question with 

a cross (   ). 

Chosen question number:	 Question 1	 Question 2
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END

Assessment Objectives for Unit 1 (6371): Textual Commentary:

AO5i	 distinguish, describe and interpret variation in the meanings and forms of spoken and 
written language according to context

	
AO1	 communicate clearly the knowledge, understanding and insight appropriate to the 

study of language, using appropriate terminology and accurate and coherent written 
expression

	
AO4	 understand, discuss and explore concepts and issues relating to language in use.
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