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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Economics. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Economics. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Economics H461: The Global Economy F585

	Suggested teaching time
	20 hours
	Topic
	Macro-economic performance

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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The recent macro-economic performance of the UK
	Prior learning: Students have come across measures of macroeconomic performance in Unit F582. 

· Recap government objectives for the national economy and measures of economic performance.
	· Data on recent macro-economic performance of the UK provided in the form of a handout or PowerPoint presentation.

· Sources of data might include:

· OCR / Heinemann textbook;

· OCR / CUP textbook;

· HSBC CD rom “The UK economy explained”.

· www.tutor2u.net;
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National Statistics Time Series Data (www.statistics.gov.uk);

· HM Treasury Economic Data and Tools (www.hm-treasury.gov.uk);

· HM Treasury Pocket Data Book (downloadable in Excel format and updatable monthly).

· The UK Economy 1994 - 2004, Ian Black  (Anforme). 


	· Tasks could be adapted to create an independent or group research task using ICT and feedback could be in the form of student presentations. Data could be accessed by students and charted using Excel.

· UK economic performance can be revisited throughout the Unit in the form of monthly updates or discussion of key data releases.

· This topic could be linked with participation in the Bank of England’s Target 2.0 competition.

	
	Homework: students to find one article on recent UK economic performance and summarise main points. Articles could be presented to the group and/or displayed.
	· 
	· 

	
	· Using data for each of the performance indicators, students could be tasked with describing and assessing the UK’s recent economic performance.
	· 
	· 
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Working in pairs: students are given two indicators of economic performance and asked to identify periods in which there appear to be conflicts between objectives.
	· 
	· 

	
	Review: class discussion to draw out main features of recent macro-economic performance and assessment of key strengths / weaknesses.
	· 
	· 
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Economic growth in the short run and the long run; deviation from trend growth and output gaps
Causes of economic growth: 

· short run to include:

– changes in AD;

– SRAS;

– the interaction of the multiplier and accelerator;

– the economic cycle. 

· long run to include: 

– changes in long-run aggregate supply;

– quantity and quality of the labour force;

– capital stock.
	Prior learning: AD / AS model, meaning and causes of economic growth in Unit F582.
Recap prior learning at AS through question and answer session, Millionaire type quiz or AS Key Concept sheets.
	· A4 Key Concept sheet for economic growth – definitions, diagrams etc.

· Wide range of resources related to this topic on Biz/ed (www.bized.ac.uk) including Virtual Economy and Virtual Developing Country.

· Presentations and revision notes on economic growth on Tutor2u (www.tutor2u.net).

· Textbooks.
	· Bized and Tutor2u can be used throughout the teaching of this topic area. Resources include theory explanations, revision notes, worksheets, lesson activities and plans and PowerPoint presentations.

	
	· Using data, students identify stages of the economic cycle for an economy (applying prior learning from Unit F582).
	· Data sources for UK economy as above.

· European Central Bank website for data on each of EU27 (www.ecb.int).
	· Choice of economy may be determined by access to data or by current trends in economic cycles.

	
	· Students introduced to concept of output gaps (positive and negative).
· Students are encouraged to analyse the significance of output gaps for inflation.
	· PowerPoint presentations, handouts or whiteboard.

· Extracts from Bank of England Inflation Reports may be used to illustrate how the size of the output gap impacts on inflation.
	

	
	· Students introduced to the concepts of short and long run economic growth.

· Using AD / AS model developed in Unit F582, students to distinguish between causes of short and long term economic growth.
	· PowerPoint presentations, handouts or whiteboard.
	

	
	· Re-cap of students’ understanding of the concept of the multiplier. Introduction of multiplier formula and determinants.  Introduction of the concept of the accelerator and how an economic cycle can be analysed in terms of its interaction with the multiplier.
	· PowerPoint presentations, handouts or whiteboard.
	· The definition and formula for the multiplier should be known, and the way in which marginal propensities to save, tax and import determine the size of the multiplier, should be explained.

· The multiplier-accelerator interaction is a difficult concept for students. It is not envisaged that this would be done mathematically.

	
	Review: Teacher- led review of the causes of short term economic growth, showing how changes in AD and SRAS affect the level and rate of growth of GDP. 
	· PowerPoint presentations, handouts or whiteboard.

· Students could identify contributions to short term economic growth for the UK using extracts from a recent Bank of England Inflation Report or the summary version.

· Use of contemporary articles from the BBC website, The Economist or newspapers to encourage students to evaluate causes of short run growth and the economic cycle in a range of different contexts / economies.
	· Use of stimulus from different economies would encourage the global dimension to this Unit.

	
	· Students introduced to the concept of potential economic growth (distinguish this from trend growth), drawing upon previous learning (e.g. PPF diagram from Unit F581 and LRAS from Unit F582.

· Students brainstorm / research factors affecting long term / potential economic growth.
	· PowerPoint presentations, handouts or whiteboard.


	

	
	· Role play task: students take on roles of economic advisors and Chancellor of the Exchequer. Advisors could be paired. Advisors present to the Chancellor one policy measure to raise the long-term rate of economic growth. Chancellor uses set of criteria to evaluate each policy measure and to decide policy proposal for the Government. Chancellor presents his / her decision to Cabinet, justifying choice.
	· General resources for this topic above.

· Enterprise and Productivity section of HM Treasury website (www.hm-treasury.gov.uk).


	

	
	Review: Teacher- led review of the causes of long term economic growth, showing how changes in LRAS, quantity and quality of the labour force and the capital stock affect the level and rate of growth of GDP.
	· PowerPoint presentations, handouts or whiteboard.

· Use of contemporary articles from the BBC website, Economist or newspapers to encourage students to evaluate causes of long run growth and the economic cycle in a range of different contexts / economies.
	· Use of stimulus from different economies would encourage the discussion of the global dimension relevant to this Unit.

	Consequences of economic growth for inflation, employment, unemployment, balance of payments and government’s fiscal position.
	· Students split into pairs / groups. Each pair analyses and evaluates the consequences of economic growth for one of the macro-economic performance indicators.

· Students research contemporary articles from the BBC website, The Economist or newspapers to illustrate relationships between macro-economic performance indicators.

· Findings presented to the whole group using PowerPoint and handout.
	· BBC website, The Economist magazine, newspapers.
	· Use of stimulus from different economies would encourage the global dimension to this Unit.

· Easily adapted as Internet research task.

	
	Review: Teacher- led review of the consequences of economic growth.
	· PowerPoint presentations, handouts or whiteboard.
	

	Policy issues – role of fiscal, monetary, supply side policies in promoting economic stability, growth and international competitiveness, the role of policy rules, targets and constraints, including fiscal rules, inflation targeting and policy trade-offs.
	Prior learning: The application of macro-economic policy instruments; and the international economy in Unit F582. 

Recap prior learning at AS through question and answer session, Millionaire type quiz or AS Key Concept sheets.
	· A4 Key Concept sheet for economic growth – definitions, diagrams etc.


	

	· 
	· Provide students with headlines and quotes related to economic stability and instability.

· Students brainstorm what might constitute economic stability and instability.

· Agree definition of economic stability – teacher input.
	· Extracts from BBC news articles, HM-Treasury documents, political parties, speeches, Budget Summary Leaflets etc.


	· Easily adapted as a research period using Internet. 

· Students could then provide the headlines and quotes and these could be introduced to the group and displayed before the brainstorm.

	
	· Use stimulus material on cases of economic instability to establish reasons for economic instability, role of fiscal, monetary and supply side policies in promoting economic stability, growth and international competitiveness and why economic stability matters.
	· News articles on a range of countries (e.g. Argentina, Zimbabwe).
	· Use of stimulus from different economies would encourage the global dimension to this Unit.



	
	· Independent or group research on role of fiscal rules and inflation targeting, followed by presentation of findings and whole group discussion. 

· Draw out analysis and evaluation of strengths and weaknesses of the different approaches (including money, exchange rates, and inflation targets). Compare approaches globally e.g. UK vs. Euro zone.
	· HM Treasury website (www.hm-treasury.gov.uk).

· Bank of England Target 2.0 website (Monetary Policy in the UK) covers money targets, exchange rate targets, inflation targets in an accessible way.

· European Central Bank website (www.ecb.int).
	· Easily adapted to Internet research task.

	
	Review: Teacher- led review of policy issues.
	· PowerPoint presentation, handouts or whiteboard.


	

	Consolidation activities
	· Offer students guidance on what revision materials exist. Encourage then to independently read around the subject. Identify possible texts for them.
	· See general resources for this topic.
	· Through consolidation encourage active and on-going revision to minimise time at the end of the Unit required for revision / review.

· These consolidation activities can be used at any stage of the topic.

	
	· Produce an agreed set of key concepts for this topic.


	· Key Concept Sheets.
	

	
	· Explore previous exam questions on this topic.
	· Specimen and past examination papers and mark schemes.
	

	
	· Mark another student’s answers using the mark scheme. Or students to self-mark their own essays before handing in for formal teacher assessment.
	· Specimen and past examination papers and mark schemes.
	

	
	· Review definitions, concepts, theories and applications using dominos, Millionaire quiz, Bingo etc.
	· Domino generator.

· Millionaire PowerPoint.

· Bingo cards.
	




	Economics H461: The Global Economy F585

	Suggested teaching time
	20 hours
	Topic
	Trade and integration

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Absolute and comparative advantage.

Specialisation and gains from trade.

Terms of trade.

The pattern of global trade.
	Prior learning: the general nature and benefits of trade and the free trade vs. protectionism debate were studied in Unit F582.

· Recap prior learning at AS through question and answer session, Millionaire type quiz or AS Key Concept sheets.
	· Biz/ed hosts a wide range of resources relevant to this topic, including presentations, activities, classroom games, worksheets, problem based learning tasks) at: www.bized.co.uk or click here for link to index of resources.

· BBC interactive trade quiz: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business
/6183887.stm.
	· BBC interactive trade quiz could be printed out for students or could be done online.

	
	· Student brainstorm the question ‘Why do countries trade?’ They should be prompted to apply AS concepts. Mind map of reasons as a record. Teacher follow-up.
	· Provide stimulus material e.g. article from BBC website to assist students.

· PowerPoint slide or handouts for follow up.
	· List of relevant AS concepts could be provided to students to make this more accessible across the ability range.

	
	· Worksheet for theory of trade. Provide definitions of absolute and comparative advantage. Students draw PPFs for two countries. Apply definitions to diagrams. Introduce concepts of specialisation and terms of trade. Students add trading possibility frontiers (TPFs).

· Through discussion of the PPF / TPF model draw out the benefits and effects of international trade.
	· Structured worksheet.

· PowerPoint slides for each step in the model.
	· Some students find the alternative 2x2 matrix difficult to visualise – PPF / TPF model helps visual learners to understand and analyse the benefits of trade.

	
	· Provide stimulus on falling prices of primary product (s) – e.g. green coffee beans, vanilla pods.

· Students analyse likely reasons for falling prices.

· Students analyse the significance of falling terms of trade and evaluate the theory of comparative advantage.
	· BBC news articles – e.g: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/
5409708.stm.

· BBC: At-A-Glance Guide: Poor countries 
and trade.
	· This can easily be adapted to an independent research task using ICT. Students could download data on primary commodity prices (www.imf.org/external/np/res/commod/index.asp ), establish trends, analyse reasons for and significance of falling terms of trade and evaluate theory of comparative advantage.

· Opportunity here to raise issues directly related to developing countries, integrating aspects of the next section of the spec.

	
	· Using data on world trade by sector and by income group, students describe the changing pattern of global trade over the last 10 – 20 years (e.g. change in exports and imports; trade in agricultural and manufactured goods, trade by region).

· Create wall display of main trends or ‘headline facts’ – ‘Have I got world trade news for you’.
	· Data from World Bank.

· BBC At-A-Glance Guide: Poor countries and trade.
	· Easily adapted to create research task using ICT.

	Alternative exchange rate systems.

Exchange rate fluctuations.
	Prior learning: how exchange rates are determined and the effect of exchange rate changes on export and import prices, AD and policy objectives in Unit F582.

Recap prior learning at AS through question and answer session, Millionaire type quiz or AS Key Concept sheets.
	· Biz/ed hosts a wide range of resources relevant to this topic, including presentations, activities, worksheets) at www.bized.co.uk or click here for link to index of resources.

· AS Key Concept Sheets.

· Millionaire PowerPoint quiz.
	

	
	· Introduce students to different exchange rate systems.

· Present data on exchange rates for a country which has changed its exchange rate system (e.g. Zambia).

· Students identify relevant time periods, changes in exchange rate, analyse likely impacts on policy objectives.

· Students evaluate the relative merits and disadvantages of different exchange rate systems.

Review: Teacher- led review of the different exchange rate systems and merits and disadvantages.
· Using contemporary news articles, students identify causes and consequences of exchange rate fluctuations.
	· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides for introduction and review.

· Exchange rate data (www.worldbank.org).

· Other macro-economic data for the economy (www.worldbank.org).

· Supporting articles from BBC website or newspapers to show different causes and consequences of exchange rate fluctuations.
	· Range of different countries will help to support the global dimension to this Unit.

	Purchasing power parity.
	· Use Economist magazine’s Big Mac Index to explain the concept of purchasing power parity. Alternatively show the short video clip from The Economist.

· Discussion of implications of PPP – record ideas on flip chart, electronic whiteboard or using mind map.
	· Economist Big Mac resources
· www.economist.com 

(Link to video clip)
	· The implications of PPP can be linked to the next section of the specification in terms of limitations of comparing levels of development using GDP, GDP per capita.

	Causes and consequences of balance of payments problems.

Policies to correct imbalances.
	Prior learning: meaning and measurement of BoP, causes and consequences of current account surplus / deficit, affect of macro policies on BoP  in Unit F582.

Recap prior learning at AS through question and answer session, Millionaire type quiz or AS Key Concept sheets.
	· Biz/ed hosts a wide range of resources relevant to this topic, including presentations, activities, worksheets) at www.bized.co.uk or click here for link to index of resources.

· AS Key Concept Sheets.

· Millionaire PowerPoint quiz.
	

	
	· Use recent news articles on a range of different countries as stimulus for discussion of causes and consequences of balance of payments problems.
· Students suggest ways in which the causes and consequences could be categorised (e.g. internal, external etc). Each student places a cause in a category – use flip chart paper and wall space. Discussion of significance of placings and categories.
	· BBC website (www.bbc.co.uk) or newspapers.
	· Categorisation helps students to develop evaluation skills.

	
	· Students presented with policy approaches to balances of payments problems (expenditure switching, expenditure reducing, supply side, exchange controls, protection) and appropriate stimulus material relating to these policy approaches – preferably from a range of countries.

· Students draw up a list of strengths (S) and weaknesses (W) of the approaches and offer assessment of effectiveness / desirability of each approach.
	· Relevant news articles from BBC website (www.bbc.co.uk) or newspapers.
	· The aim of this exercise is to develop students’ evaluative skills by going beyond the ‘two-sides’ approach to explore extent, significance, ways in which problems might be minimised etc.

· Policy approach of the IMF could be introduced here, rather than in the final section of the specification.

· J-curve effect, elasticities and Marshall-Lerner condition could be introduced at this point.

	
	Review: Teacher- led review of causes and consequences of BoP problems and policy approaches.
	· PowerPoint slides, handouts or whiteboard.
	

	Stages of economic integration:

· free trade areas;

· customs unions;

· single markets;

· economic unions;

· monetary unions.


	· Give a definition of economic integration – blurring boundaries separating economic activity between nation states.

· Students given range of cases and tasked with explaining why they are ‘boundaries’ and how they might be removed in an economically integrated area.

· Introduce the five stages / levels of economic integration and relate to cases.

· Students prepare fact sheet on a range of different examples of economic integration – EU, NAFTA, ASEAN. Fact sheet could include list of members, benefits of membership, common policies (if any), degree of (monetary) integration.

· Fact sheets presented to group and discussion of similarities and differences in relation to five stages.

· Produce booklet from fact sheets.
	· PowerPoint slides, handouts or whiteboard.

· Cases of tariff and non-tariff barriers (within EU may be easier to collate).
	· Draw out the idea of integration as a process and the stages as a tool for analysing this process.

· Easily adapted to research project using ICT.

	Impact of economic integration:

• 
short-run – trade creation and trade diversion;

• 
long-run – dynamic effects.
	· Worksheet on prices pre and post customs union. Simple tick boxes – who trades with who. Draw out changes in the pattern of trade as a result of formation of customs union.

· Introduce concepts of trade creation and diversion and relate to worksheet examples.

· Provide diagrammatic explanation of trade creation and diversion. 

· Students to show changes in consumer and producer surplus.
	· Worksheet.

· PowerPoint slides, handout or whiteboard.
	· Trade creation and diversion are abstract concepts. Students benefit from ‘seeing’ and ‘doing’ the creation / diversion.

	
	· Provide stimulus material appropriate to dynamic effects of economic integration.

· Students brainstorm benefits and costs of economic integration.

· Students to assess these arguments – guidance on higher order evaluation may be required (extent, significance, ways in which benefits can be maximised, costs minimised).
	· Stimulus material on increased size of market, reduced entry barriers, increased competition, economies of scale, mergers and takeovers etc. 

· Range of contexts possible but material relating to EU may be easier to collate.
	· Higher order evaluative skills should be emphasised throughout the course and can be exemplified in sample assessment material, past papers and mark schemes.

	
	Review: Teacher- led review of internal and external consequences of economic integration.
	· PowerPoint slides, handouts or whiteboard.
	

	
	· Debate on UK membership of the Euro zone. Could be conducted as Committee of Inquiry with students assigned roles – political parties, firms etc.
	· Material from range of organisations on UK membership of the Euro zone – pro, anti, ‘not yet’.
	· Incorporate research time, which can make use of ICT.

	Consolidation activities
	· Offer students guidance on what revision materials exist. Encourage then to independently read around the subject. Identify possible texts for them.
	· See general resources for this topic.
	· Through consolidation encourage active and on-going revision to minimise time at the end of the unit required for revision / review.
· These consolidation activities can be used at any stage of the topic.

	
	· Produce an agreed set of key concepts for this topic.
	· Key Concept Sheets.
	

	
	· Explore previous exam questions on this topic.
	· Specimen and past examination papers and mark schemes.
	

	
	· Mark another student’s answers using the mark scheme. Or students to self-mark their own essays before handing in for formal teacher assessment.
	· Specimen and past examination papers and mark schemes.
	

	
	· Review definitions, concepts, theories and applications using dominos, Millionaire quiz, Bingo etc.
	· Domino generator.

· Millionaire PowerPoint.

· Bingo cards.
	




	Economics H461: The Global Economy F585

	Suggested teaching time
	15 hours
	Topic
	Development and sustainability

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Meaning of development: the relationship between growth and development,
	· Students work in discussion group (s) electing ‘chair’ and ‘minutes secretary’. They are posed with two problems – how might development be defined and why might economic growth not lead to development. Brainstorm followed by further research to refine understanding of the basic issues.

· Review: Teacher- led review of different definitions of development – e.g. traditional, Todaro (core concepts and objectives) – and reasons why economic growth may not lead to development.

· Students introduced to Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). For developing country of their choice, students produce fact sheet on progress made towards achieving four of the MDGs. Fact sheets made into booklet.
	· Stimulus material for problem based learning (PBL) exercise. 

· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides for review.

· Material from United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

· World Bank student text ‘Beyond Economic Growth’.

· Economic Development, Peter Cramp, Anforme.


	· Opportunities for Internet based research using:

· www.undp.org/mdg/ 



	Measurement of development, GDP per capita, HDI.
	· Prior learning: Units F582 (international comparisons of economic performance) and F585 (PPP).

· Recap prior learning at AS through question and answer session, Millionaire type quiz or AS Key Concept sheets.
	· Whiteboard, quiz, handouts.
	

	
	· Teacher-led introduction to different measures of development.

· Paired or group work in which students evaluate pros and cons of each measure.

· Students produce fact sheet and commentary on measures of development for developing economy of their choice. Fact sheets collated to produce booklet.
	· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides.

· World Bank student text ‘Beyond Economic Growth’.

· Economic Development, Peter Cramp, Anforme.
	· Opportunities for Internet based research.



	
	Review: Teacher- led review of different measures of development.
	· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides.
	

	Economies at different stages of development, common and diverse characteristics
	· Using stimulus material from a range of developing countries, students identify and evaluate different stages of development, common and diverse characteristics of developing countries.

· Alternatively, students introduced to different stages, common and diverse characteristics followed up by independent research of two developing economies in same continent. Students produce A4 fact sheet for inclusion in case study booklet.
	· Economic Development, Peter Cramp, Anforme.
	· Opportunities for Internet based research.



	The constraints on development: resource endowment, infrastructure, institutions, finance and savings, international.

Policies to promote economic development; the role of the market and the state, and international trade.
	· Teacher – led introduction to constraints on development.

· Students assigned constraints and tasked to describe and analyse the problem and describe, analyse and evaluate a range of policy ‘solutions’ in the context of country case studies. Students present their finding to the rest of the group.
	· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides.

· Economic Development, Peter Cramp, Anforme.
	· Opportunities for Internet based research, using a wide range of development website, including:

· www.worldbank.org 

· www.undp.org
· www.dfid.gov.uk
· www.imf.org
· www.whirledbank.org

	
	Review: Teacher- led review of constraints and policies, including introduction to relevant development theories and models.
	· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides.
	

	The meaning of sustainability; the social, environmental, resource and demographic impacts of growth.
	· Prior learning: Units F581 (allocative efficiency, nature of market failure, causes and consequences of negative externalities, government failure to correct market failure) and F582 (costs, benefits and sustainability of economic growth).

· Recap prior learning at AS through question and answer session, Millionaire type quiz or AS Key Concept sheets.
	· AS Key Concept Sheets.

· Millionaire PowerPoint Quiz.
	

	
	· Using stimulus material for a range of different developing economies and sustainability issues, students explore the social, environmental, resource and demographic impacts of growth at different stages of development.

· Students analyse the issues involved making use of AS concepts.

· Review: Teacher- led review seeks to build on AS knowledge and understanding and links to the concept of sustainable economic development.
	· Stimulus material from a range of different sources (Economist, BBC website and DfID case studies - www.dfid.gov.uk/casestudies/

	

	The measurement of sustainability; limitations of economic indicators such as GDP, adjusted economic indicators such as the Index of Sustainable Economic Welfare (ISEW).
	· Teacher-led review of limitations of GDP as a measure of sustainable economic growth and the need for alternative measures.

· Students research a range of environmental pressure groups and suggest a range of additional indicators which might be used to supplement traditional indicators such as GDP.

· Teacher explanation of the composition of the ISEW.

· Debate – ‘Growth in GDP should no longer be a goal of economic policy.’
	· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides.

· Information from environmental pressure groups such as Friends of the Earth, organisations such as New Economics Foundation or research institutes such as Centre for Environmental Strategy.
	· Friends of the Earth provides an interactive ‘Make your Own ISEW’ which students could use to explore the many ways of compiling an adjusted economic indicator of sustainable economic welfare and allows students to evaluate the uses and limitations of composite indicators of sustainability:

· www.foe.co.uk/progress/j
ava/ServletISEW


	National and regional policies and international agreements to promote sustainability.
	· Role play activity: individually or in pairs / groups, students take on the role of a country at a United Nation Convention on Climate Change. The objective might be to agree targets or protocol.

· Similar role plays could be enacted for EU policies on the environment.

· Alternatives might include group work to produce classroom display on national, regional and international agreements to promote sustainability.

Review: Teacher- led review to facilitate students to evaluate national and regional policies and international agreements to promote sustainability.
	· Information on a range of policies at the national, regional and international level.
	· Opportunities for Internet based research.



	Consolidation activities
	· Offer students guidance on what revision materials exist. Encourage then to independently read around the subject. Identify possible texts for them.
	· See general resources for this topic.
	· Through consolidation encourage active and on-going revision to minimise time at the end of the Unit required for revision / review.

· These consolidation activities can be used at any stage of the topic.

	
	· Produce an agreed set of key concepts for this topic.
	· Key Concept Sheets.
	

	
	· Explore previous exam questions on this topic.
	· Specimen and past examination papers and mark schemes.
	

	
	· Mark another student’s answers using the mark scheme. Or students to self-mark their own essays before handing in for formal teacher assessment.
	· Specimen and past examination papers and mark schemes.
	

	
	· Review definitions, concepts, theories and applications using dominos, Millionaire quiz, Bingo etc.
	· Domino generator.

· Millionaire PowerPoint.

· Bingo cards.
	




	Economics H461: The Global Economy F585

	Suggested teaching time
	15 hours
	Topic
	The economics of globalisation

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The characteristics and consequences of globalisation.
	· Teacher-led introduction to characteristics of globalisation (trade, capital movements, movement of people, spread of knowledge and technology) and the factors promoting globalisation.

· ‘Globalisation on trial’: class divides into pro and anti globalisation ‘teams’. Each team identifies ‘witnesses’ to be called at the trial. Independent research for each witness followed by presentation of ‘prosecution case’ and ‘defence case’. Each team allowed to cross examine witnesses to evaluate arguments raised.

Review: Teacher- led review of impact of globalisation followed by written work focused on evaluation of impact.
	· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides for introduction and review.

· Special reports on globalisation e.g. The Guardian, The FT, The Economist.

· IMF Issues Brief Globalisation: Threat or Opportunity
	· Opportunities for Internet based research.



	International financial flows (private, official, short-term and long-term flows).
	· Teacher-led introduction to meaning and nature of international financial flows – identification and explanation of different types.

· Using stimulus material students analyse and evaluate the effects of different flows of international finance in group discussion or in written work.
	· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides for introduction.

· Stimulus material for analysis and evaluation of impact of different financial flows.
	

	Nature and impact of multinational firms. Foreign Direct Investment.
	· Teacher-led introduction to terms and concepts.

· Students consider stimulus material on range of different examples of multinational activity and FDI from a range of different host countries perspectives. Students use mind-mapping to draw up list of advantages and disadvantages. In pairs, students consider the extent and significance of arguments.

Review: Teacher- led review of impact of multinational firms followed by written work focused on evaluation of impact.
	· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides for introduction and review.

· Stimulus material on multinational activity / FDI.
	

	The role and impact of international financial institutions (WTO, IMF and World Bank).
	· Students divide into groups to research WTO, IMF and World Bank. Feedback / presentation to whole class – role and functions, criticisms etc.
	· Economic Development, Peter Cramp, Anforme.

· International Trade and Globalisation, Charles Smith, Anforme


	· Opportunities for Internet based research using websites of main international financial institutions:

· www.wto.org
· www.imf.org
· http://worldbank.org

	International trade negotiations and trade disputes.
	· Students keep ‘trade negotiations diary’ throughout the course, collecting news articles of the most current round.

· Students collect examples of trade disputes using newspapers or online sources.

· Students create display material – ‘Have I got trade news for you’, analysing negotiations and disputes and providing commentary on the issues involved.

Review: Teacher- led review of the issues surrounding current international trade negotiations and trade disputes.
	· Newspapers, online articles.

· Whiteboard, handout or PowerPoint slides for review.


	· Opportunities for Internet based research.



	Consolidation activities
	· Offer students guidance on what revision materials exist. Encourage then to independently read around the subject. Identify possible texts for them.
	· See general resources for this topic.
	· Through consolidation encourage active and on-going revision to minimise time at the end of the unit required for revision / review.
· These consolidation activities can be used at any stage of the topic.

	
	· Produce an agreed set of key concepts for this topic.
	· Key Concept Sheets.
	

	
	· Explore previous exam questions on this topic.
	· Specimen and past examination papers and mark schemes.
	

	
	· Mark another student’s answers using the mark scheme. Or students to self-mark their own essays before handing in for formal teacher assessment.
	· Specimen and past examination papers and mark schemes.
	

	
	· Review definitions, concepts, theories and applications using dominos, Millionaire quiz, Bingo etc.
	· Domino generator.

· Millionaire PowerPoint.

· Bingo cards.
	




Sample Lesson Plan: Economics H461
The Global Economy F585

Developing economies and the terms of trade

This lesson draws upon two different sections of the specification – Trade and integration and Development and sustainability. OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher. 

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand what is meant by the ‘terms of trade’.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to analyse reasons for changes in the terms of trade, drawing upon case material and the prior knowledge of economic concepts and theories.

	Objective 3
	Students to analyse the significance of changes in the terms of trade over time for developing economies.

	Objective 4
	Students to begin to evaluate the role of international trade in promoting development.


Recap of prior knowledge

· Quick question and answer session / quiz to assess / refresh prior learning. Questions might include definitions of absolute and comparative advantage, listing benefits of specialisation and trade. Synoptic knowledge necessary for this lesson could be recapped e.g. how are prices determined? Why do prices change?
Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	· Teacher introduces learning objectives for the lesson.

· Warm up activity to assess prior learning using quick question and answer session / quiz above. Record and keep the students’ list of benefits of specialisation and trade for the plenary / consolidation session.

· Students asked to identify what kind of products developing economies might specialise in and export – what is their comparative advantage – and what they might import. Visual stimulus could be provided – pictures of tea, coffee, banana plantations, tin, bauxite, copper mining etc.

	5 – 10 minutes
	· Teacher introduces the concept of ‘the terms of trade’, including definition and measurement.

· Students read article ‘Comoros hit by vanilla competitors’.  See last page.

· In pairs, students create a question based on the article – this question should be one that the students would like to talk about in group discussion.

· One from each pair writes their question on the whiteboard or flipchart.

	5 – 10 minutes
	· Students ‘air’ their questions with the rest of the group – why they chose the question, why they think it is important for the group to discuss this question etc.

	15 minutes
	· Students work in pairs to analyse reasons for the fall in the world price of vanilla pods. They should be encouraged to use their knowledge and understanding of the factors affecting demand and supply and to produce a diagram to support their analysis.

· Teacher to draw out the analysis from pairs in whole group feedback.

· Teacher asks students to analyse likely trends in the price of what developing economies import. Students prompted to think of and apply concepts of income elasticity of demand e.g. primary products have low income elasticity of demand in developed economies, but imports into developing economies might have high income elasticities of demand.

· Students asked to relate the case material to the concept of ‘the terms of trade’. At this point, the issue of potential declining terms of trade for developing economies specialising in primary products has been established. Teacher briefly introduces the Prebisch-Singer hypothesis.

	15 minutes
	· Students to brainstorm how declining terms of trade may impact on a developing economy. This could be made specific to the article and to the economy of Comoros.

· One student should act as scribe and record the discussion (flip chart, mindmap, minutes).




Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 – 10 minutes
	· Present students with their list of the advantages / benefits of trade from the warm up session. Students to examine the list again. 

· Review the students questions from the initial reading of the extract – have any questions been ‘answered’, have more questions been raised by the lesson?

· Students to individually evaluate whether international trade promotes development by moving to one end of the room if they think it does, the other end of the room if they think it doesn’t and in the middle if they are unsure. Students should be asked to justify where they stand!

· Review learning objectives for the lesson.


Comoros hit by vanilla competitors  

Daniel Dickinson 

BBC News, Grande Comore, 8 October 2006. 

Source: adapted from http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/5409708.stm 
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With the kind permission of © Daniel Dickinson, http://news.bbc.co.uk
An all too familiar tale for developing countries - plummeting prices of primary products, but this time for producers of vanilla.

 

At the height of the market in 2003 / 04, processed vanilla pods were fetching £319 per kilo. Until, that is, the high price attracted more suppliers - farmers in Uganda, Indonesia and India saw an opportunity to make an income from growing and exporting the crop and the world supply increased dramatically. At the same time, buyers switched to synthetic substitutes instead of the real thing to avoid high prices - demand fell. The result? In three years the world price has collapsed to £20 - 30 per kilo - barely enough for farmers and processors to break even in this labour intensive sector of the economy. Growing the pods is a labour of love that takes around nine months. Processing them takes a further five months.

 


All this is bad news for the inhabitants of the island of Grande Comore, where the fertile volcanic soil and humid climate produce the world's best vanilla pods. For an island economy dependent on exports of the crop the impact is devastating.

With the kind permission of © Daniel Dickinson, http://news.bbc.co.uk
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Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Economics
Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.











= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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