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Commentary on Exploration Notes for Candidate J 
 
Top of second band 
 
He takes a very sound decision to place his work for each play within one of the 
elements of exploration; he chooses historical context for A Doll’s House and 
cultural and political contexts for Our Country’s Good. Practical exploration, 
including work on language and vocal awareness, is immediately woven through the 
notes. 
 
The use of practitioner theories is very clear in his writing about workshops, where 
he has experienced them for himself or through watching others. He has a good 
sense of what these can do for an actor. There is a sense he is reflecting back on 
practical explorations, bringing together his learning from several sessions. He 
shows excellent understanding of how text and sub-text interact and how the 
play’s structure is rooted in when and how it was written. 
 
There are some good ideas gleaned from working with design, although these are 
not fully explored and they are a little vague in terms of his personal 
understanding. We can see he is considering the response of the audience. His work 
on characterisation is less convincing, although he brings in some ideas from a third 
practitioner, showing how much he has employed a range of theories within his 
own practice. He alludes to how design influences the way visual, oral and spatial 
aspects of drama create meaning. 
 
An excellent set of notes with a genuine sense of the personal journey undertaken 
through the exploration of these plays. 
 
Centre marks agreed by the moderator. 
 
 
Commentary on Evaluation of Live Theatre for Candidate J 
 
Top of third band  
 
This is a very good evaluation that clearly communicates his experience of 
watching the play, The Long Road. He spends a little too long over the analysis of 
the play itself. While this is interesting, in a short evaluation such as this, there is 
not enough room to take up so many words with this aspect. The set design is well 
analysed but less effectively evaluated, although the lighting is addressed very 
well. He brings in the theories of a practitioner though does not explore the acting 
performances nearly enough. It is clear he has understood that performances have 
worked or not, but not how this has happened through the elements of acting. 
 
Centre marks agreed by the moderator. 
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