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Section A – The language of reasoning

Answer all questions.

You should read the background information and then refer to Document 1 ‘Ecotowns: Location, 
location, location!’ in order to answer questions in Section A.

1 Consider paragraphs 1 and 2.

 You should use the exact words of the author in your answers to questions 1(a), 1(b) and 1(c).

 (a) State the main conclusion of the argument presented in these paragraphs.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]

 (b) State two reasons that are given to support the main conclusion in these paragraphs.

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]

 (c) State the counter argument given in these paragraphs.

  • counter conclusion

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]

  • counter reason

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]
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2  In paragraph 5 the Royal Town Planning Institute responded to the proposal by stating ‘…the 
Government risked creating a “soulless suburbia”, if it did not ensure the new settlements were 
well-linked to existing developments.’

 (a)  Name the argument element used.

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (b)  Explain your answer to 2(a).

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

3 Paragraph 3 gives the example of the views of a tennis player’s father against the plans for an 
ecotown in Oxfordshire. 

 Explain two ways in which his views might or might not be representative of the local residents. 

•  ........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

•  ........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

4 (a) State the assumption that is needed to support the reasoning about ecotown houses in the 
caption under the image in paragraph 1.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]

 (b) Suggest one reason, other than achieving energy efficiency that would make ecotowns a 
good idea. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]
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5 Consider the argument presented in paragraph 2. Assess how far the reasons support its 
conclusion. You should include two developed points that refer directly to the links between the 
reasons and the conclusion.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [6]

Section A Total [35]
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Section B – Credibility

Answer all questions.

You should refer to Documents 1 and 2 in order to answer the questions in Section B.

6 Assess how far the TCPA report in Document 2 is credible.

 You should make two points. Each point should identify and use a relevant credibility criterion to 
assess the credibility of the document, supported by reference to the text.

•  ........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [3]

•  ........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [3]

7 In paragraph 5 of Document 1, the Local Government Association predicts a negative future for 
ecotowns.

 (a) Identify a claim and its source, within either Document 1 or 2, that would be consistent with 
this prediction. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

 (b) Identify a claim and its source, within either Document 1 or 2 that would be inconsistent with 
this prediction. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]
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8 (a) Refer to Document 1. Assess the credibility of one claim made by the Housing Minister and 
one made by the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE).

  Apply two credibility criteria to explain how these may strengthen or weaken the credibility of 
the selected claim.

  Housing Minister’s claim

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1]

  Assessment

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]
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  Campaign to Protect Rural England’s claim

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1]

  Assessment

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]

 (b) Explain what other information you would need to know in order to reach one of your points 
of assessment in 8(a) about the credibility of the Campaign to Protect Rural England’s claim. 
You should make one precise point.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [3]

9 Referring to the material within the documents come to a judgement as to whether ecotowns will 
have a positive or negative future. You should make a reasoned case with a judgement based on:

 • the relative credibility of both sides
 • the relative plausibility (likelihood) of both outcomes

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (OCR) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the 
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which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ................................................................................................................................................... [13]

Section B Total  [40]

Paper Total  [75]
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