Write a critical evaluation of the following argument. Ensure that in your answer you:

• Explicitly identify the structure of the argument. i.e. any conclusions drawn and reasons given.

• Assess the argument by giving the assumptions which must be made, and explaining the flaws in reasoning.

• Present two further arguments which challenge and/or support the conclusion.

Three marks are available for quality of written communication.

Total Marks [20]
People have often speculated as to whether there is intelligent life on other planets in the Universe. Science fiction has given us lots of examples, but as yet we haven’t found any evidence of such life. Astronomers are making lots of attempts to detect signals from outer space. If we were to detect such slgnals, that would tell us that somebody somewhere was trying to get in touch with us. However, despite their detailed daily sweeping of the sky, no such signals have ever been found.
Those who argue that intelligent life has developed in many places beyond Earth often use the “evidence” of UFOs to support their argument. However, these people are simply too gullible: they’ll believe that any stray light in the sky is a UFO. Though there are many examples of unexplained sightings of objects, they cannot be said to be evidence of our being visited by other intelligent life.

Given that the Universe is so vast, one would expect to find that, amongst the millions of galaxies with their billions of stars, life had developed on countless planets. But this is the problem. The huge distances between us and other planets that might have intelligent life will prevent any useful communication, let alone dialogue. Radio signals can take thousands of years to get here, so that by the time we get them, the senders will have given up waiting for a reply. Either nobody is there or nobody is listening. We shouldn’t bother to keep listening and looking for signs of other intelligent life.

A huge amount of money has been and still is being spent on programmes designed to explore the solar system and beyond. Given that we refuse to finance some people’s operations on the grounds that they aren’t life-changing, we should stop space programmes and spend the money on more worthwhile projects, such as improving the environment of our own planet.

