Critically evaluate the argument below. Ensure that you divide your answer as follows:

(a)
Identify the overall conclusion of the argument.


[1]
(b)
State the five reasons that are given to support the conclusion.
[5]
(c) Assess the argument by:

•  giving three assumptions
and

•  explaining three flaws in the reasoning.


[6]
(d)
Construct two further arguments that may challenge and/or support the conclusion. Your answers should include a developed discussion.
[8]
          Total Marks [20]
In September 2002, the Countryside Alliance organised the Life arid Liberty march in London. The event involved a protest by rural people who felt that their livelihood was threatened by the government’s indifference to rural problems. They were also objecting to the government’s hostility to traditionaI country sports such as foxhunting and shooting. Many people from towns and cities objected to the march going ahead. However, we should give future marches by the Countryside Alliance our full support.

The right to march is a basic right of all citizens. This enables people to express a protest or to bring something to the wider attention of the public. In recent years people have protested against war, cost of fuel and the level of pensions.
Any objection to this and marches like it could give governments the opportunity to limit the right of protest. This would increase the powers of the state over the individual and increase the over-regulation that is a dominant feature of modern life. We would be well on the way to dictatorship if we did not defend such marches.
Although some people have argued that the Countryside Alliance marches are purely about traditional country sports, there are many issues that affect the countryside. To object to such marches just because some people on them go hunting and shooting is like condemning a campaign by musicians to promote live music just because one dislikes a particular type of music that some of the campaigners support.

The people in the countryside are the ones that understand it; However, it is used as a recreational playground by urban dwellers who now have the right to roam, leaving litter around and open gates everywhere. The Ramblers Association, which campaigned for the right to roam across the countryside, is typical of those people from towns who want to replace rural order with urban chaos.

The sensible majority of people supported the Countryside Alliance. After all, 400,000 went on the march in September 2002. Can 400,000 be wrong?

