Write a critical evaluation of the following argument. Ensure that in your answer you:

• Explicitly identify the structure of the argument. i.e. any conclusions drawn and reasons given.

• Assess the argument by giving the assumptions which must be made, and explaining the flaws in reasoning.

• Present two further arguments which challenge and/or support the conclusion.

Three marks are available for quality of written communication.

Total Marks [20]
Tourism has a negative impact on those countries which travel companies have identified as holiday destinations. People should throw away their holiday brochures and take a holiday nearer to home if they want to avoid contributing to the damage that tourism causes.

The local economy benefits little from tourism. Holidaymakers often stay in ‘all-inclusive’ hotels and do not venture outside, which means they do not visit local shops and local traders cannot benefit. Hotels owned by American or European companies reap the profit. In Mauritius, for example, 90% of tourist revenue goes to companies located outside Mauritius.

Cultural and historic sites are damaged by the number of visitors. For example, Niagara Falls is now overshadowed by tacky gift shops and hotels aimed at the ‘honeymoon’ market. If visitor numbers were restricted we could be sure that future generations would be able to enjoy these sites.

Travel companies encourage popular stereotypes of other societies and cultures and local inhabitants become corrupted by this. Tourism exploits the poverty of the underdeveloped world in order to cater for the whims of rich Europeans and Americans. For instance the Masai charge £1.00 per car for tourists to look inside one of their traditional mud-huts. Clearly, it is demeaning for people to have to put the reality of their culture ‘on show’.

The affluence which tourism brings corrupts the local culture and produces problems associated with modernisation such as crime and the break up of traditional family structures. In Tonga, for example, the Finance Minister has claimed that the increase in personal debt is directly associated with the advent of the affluence that mass tourism has brought.

