In the following passage you are given information about a dispute.

Write a reasoned case in which you divide your answer as follows:

(a)
Assess the credibility of the evidence given by each participant / source. Make clear how far this is influenced by any relevant factors. e.g. what they could have seen, and any assumptions that need to be made.
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(b) 
Come to a reasoned judgement as to whether or not the winning team should be disqualified.

You should:

•  Identify where there is corroboration and / or conflicting evidence.

•  Outline the balance of evidence.

•  Justify your judgement by discussing the weight and quality of the supporting evidence.
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Mount View Rock Climbing Centre holds an annual under 18s County competition to promote learning of safe climbing procedures. Following the Centre’s Equal Opportunities promotion, this year the event included an all female team. A dispute arose as to the final result, due to an allegation made by the Team 2 belayer (B) against (T), the team leader of the winning Team 3.

Team leader (T) stated that having just begun his descent, he noticed the slackness in (A)’s rope as she overstretched to reach the ceiling. He claimed that he stretched out his hand to try to hold her foot to the wall, to prevent her losing balance and falling several feet. He blamed her belayer’s (B) inexperience, as he had observed (B) in practice climbs not taking up the slack in the rope quickly enough to enable safe control.

Climber (A) claimed that she felt (T)’s hand on her ankle just as she attempted to reach for the ceiling. She pointed out that (B) had been her team belayer from the outset, and that (B)’s rope management had never been criticised. Furthermore, she (A) had not felt any danger at that point in the climb.

(B) accused (T) of pushing (A)’s foot off balance, causing her to swing away from the rock face. She added that her team had presented the only major threat to the local Team 3. Also the fact that her team had gained second place despite the fall, had demonstrated their competence as climbers.

Spectator (S), a retired serviceman stated that he heard (A) cry out as she fell some distance down the wall and struggled for a time to regain stability on the rope. He claimed that such falls seemed to happen every year, as inexperienced newcomers were allowed to compete. He added that these girls were simply not up to the task, and had presented an unnecessary distraction to the other climbers.

Event Co-ordinator (E) claimed that the competition sought to promote the highest safety standards. To qualify to enter, the competitors had to have spent a minimum of fifteen hours training with a recognised climbing club. He felt that (T) had been climbing too close to (A). There should have been a safe distance between the competitors if they had kept to their colour coded climbing routes.

Background Information


• The competition is a race up and down the wall in five teams, each with three climbers. The three personal climbing times are combined to give the total team time.


• The climbers start at the bottom, climb to the top, touch the ceiling, and abseil down.


• A belayer is the person who manages the rope for the climbers in their team.


• The hand holds are colour coded to separate the climbing routes for each team.


• Any climber who deliberately impedes another will be disqualified.











