In the following passage you are given information about a dispute.

Write a reasoned case in which you divide your answer as follows:

(a)
Assess the credibility of the evidence given by each participant / source. Make clear how far this is influenced by any relevant factors. e.g. what they could have seen, and any assumptions that need to be made.
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(b) 
Come to a reasoned judgement as to whether or not a foul did take place.

You should:

•  Identify where there is corroboration and / or conflicting evidence.

•  Outline the balance of evidence.

•  Justify your judgement by discussing the weight and quality of the supporting evidence.
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In the County Football League semi-final match between Waterford and Bridgetown, Andrews (A) suffered an injury. A dispute arose with the referee (R) as to whether or not there had been a foul.

Bridgetown player (A) claimed that his leg had been broken by Waterford player Zenton (Z) who had fouled him in an aggressive tackle. He stated that he had overheard (Z) before the match saying that the only way to win, would be ‘...to take out Bridgetown’s best striker’.

(Z), however, asserted that it had been a clean tackle and that (A) had skidded awkwardly after this. He added that (A) had simply used the accident as an excuse to have him (i.e. Z) sent off. He felt ‘...outraged that anyone could consider the tackle a foul, since it clearly was not’.

Bridgetown’s captain (C) approached (R) and asked for the match to be abandoned in view of the worsening weather and treacherous conditions, which he felt were ‘...directly responsible for (A)’s injury’.

Bridgetown’s manager (M), who was standing near the touchline, drew (R)’s attention to (Z)’s continuing aggressive manner. This had resulted in a previous foul against (C), for which (R) had already shown (Z) a yellow card. (M) further claimed that the last tackle ‘... happened right in front of my nose. It was obviously a foul — the injury is clear evidence of that’. (M) was sent by (R) to the dressing room for attempting to interfere with (R)’s decision.

(A) stated that he had been aware of (Z)’s aggressive manoeuvres against (A) from the outset of the match, and that in view of (A)’s injury he had no option but to view it as a foul. (Z) was shown a second yellow card and sent off the pitch.

The Waterford Gazette reported the event with a caption ‘Where was the ref?’. A photograph showed (Z) standing apart from (A) who was about to fall to the ground. (R) was some 25 metres distant, attempting to keep up with the action.


Points of information (County football league)





	•  A yellow card is shown for a foul or abuse.


	•  2 yellow cards shown to the same player in one match results in that player being suspended from that match and the next. The player cannot be replaced in that match with another. The team has to continue with one man short.











