Write a critical evaluation of the following argument. Ensure that in your answer you:

• Explicitly identify the structure of the argument. i.e. any conclusions drawn and reasons given.

• Assess the argument by giving the assumptions which must be made, and explaining the flaws in reasoning.

• Present two further arguments which challenge and/or support the conclusion.

Three marks are available for quality of written communication.

Total Marks [20]
Although many people regret the decline of growing your own vegetables, this is an over-sentimental attitude. Research by Tara Garnett for the Resource Centre on Urban Agriculture and Forestry revealed that only 6% of allotment holders in London were below the age of 35yrs.This shows that the present generation is merely moving away from an old-fashioned activity that has ceased to make sense.

Before the arrival of mass supermarket retailing, it made economic sense for families to provide their own vegetables. However, this is no longer the case. The modern-day supermarket offers vegetables at a price that matches or even undercuts the cost of growing them for yourself. Marina Kiblitskaya found that people in Russia spent considerably more money growing their own vegetables, than if they had purchased them in markets. Furthermore, Tara Garnett’s research demonstrated that growing vegetables for home consumption was more popular in higher income than lower income groups in Britain. This suggests that vegetable-growing is now just a hobby for the well off.

People often suppose that home-grown vegetables will be healthier because they are ‘organic’. However, most gardeners are forced to use pesticides to prevent slugs and other creatures eating their produce. This was borne out by Tara Garnett’s findings that 75% of allotment owners used pesticides, and that consequently their ‘veg’ was as full of chemicals as those in the supermarket.

Whereas the supermarket can supply vegetables throughout the year, the home-grower inevitably has a ‘glut’ of the same vegetable at particular times, and cannot consume all that is produced. The result is too many runner beans in August, but none at all during the rest of the year. It is like ordering too much food in a Chinese restaurant, only to feel hungry two hours later. The supermarket alone can guarantee a year round supply of vegetables.

Whilst some would argue that gardening is healthy exercise, this is hardly a good reason to grow vegetables. Any form of gardening would provide such an opportunity.

We should encourage the present trend of moving away from growing your own vegetables. The argument demonstrates that there are clearly no good reasons for continuing with it.

