Critically evaluate the argument below. Ensure that you divide your answer as follows:

(a)
Identify the overall conclusion of the argument.


[1]
(b)
State the five reasons that are given to support the conclusion.
[5]
(c) Assess the argument by:

•  giving three assumptions
and

•  explaining three flaws in the reasoning.


[6]
(d)
Construct two further arguments that may challenge and/or support the conclusion. Your answers should include a developed discussion.
[8]
          Total Marks [20]
Having a ‘gap’ year between A’ Levels and university has become very popular in recent years. However, a number of questions should be raised about the desirability of this practice.

The gap year is not a feature of the adult world of career and family responsibilities. One cannot just take ‘time-out’ from rearing a family. Like Father Christmas and the ‘tooth fairy’, the expectation of a long period of leisure is a childhood fantasy that needs to be outgrown.

Financing a gap year also presents a considerable problem. Money has to be raised through paid work which interferes with the student’s ability to concentrate on their A’ Level studies. Indeed they need to save as much money as possible in order to fund their university studies, rather than squandering it on foreign travel. There are better things to do with one’s money than spending it clubbing in Ibiza.

Subjects such as Mathematics need continuity and are best studied when young. Mathematical ability typically peaks around the age of 24. A gap year therefore seriously interferes with intellectual development in these cases.

Moreover, the gap year experience is so radically different from the way life is organised in an industrial society that it is difficult for students to re-adjust to normality. 25% of New Age travellers are individuals who have never managed to re-adjust after taking a gap year. As a result they have permanently ‘dropped-out’. Such a dose of freedom is a poor preparation for the disciplined routines that the modern world demands

Recently a young female backpacker was mugged and pushed to her death off a bridge in Queensland, Australia. This should serve as a cautionary tale to any A’ Level student: the risks associated with a gap year are simply too great.

Faced with the dilemma of what to do after A’ Levels, it would be advisable for students not to take a gap year.

