Critically evaluate the argument below. Ensure that you divide your answer as follows:

(a)
Identify the overall conclusion of the argument.


[1]
(b)
State the five reasons that are given to support the conclusion.
[5]
(c) Assess the argument by:

•  giving three assumptions
and

•  explaining three flaws in the reasoning.


[6]
(d)
Construct two further arguments that may challenge and/or support the conclusion. Your answers should include a developed discussion.
[8]
          Total Marks [20]
It is often claimed on the grounds of civil liberties that parents should have the freedom of choice to educate their children at home. However it can be argued that this is an undesirable state of affairs and the government should take steps to make going to school compulsory for all children.

Middle class parents often have the necessary qualifications and resources which give them the legal right to educate their children at home. This gives them an unfair advantage over those parents who lack these qualifications and resources, and therefore have no choice but to send their children to school.

There are examples of home-educated children of comparable ability to those who go to school, who achieve lower grades in their GCSEs than their school-attending counterparts. This means children educated at home have been denied the opportunity to achieve their full potential.

This failure to achieve their full potential may well be because they have fewer opportunities for social interactions with other children. The school playground is an excellent place for children to make friends and learn to get along with other children.

These home-educated children will most likely be unable to gain employment because they lack the necessary skills and qualifications. It follows that they will need to claim welfare benefits which will place additional burdens upon society.

Only the government can supply all the necessary elements that go to make up a successful education for a child. Consequently parents who educate their children at home are doing them a great dis-service.

