Critically evaluate the argument below. Ensure that you divide your answer as follows:

(a)
Identify the overall conclusion of the argument.


[1]
(b)
State the five reasons that are given to support the conclusion.
[5]
(c) Assess the argument by:

•  giving three assumptions
and

•  explaining three flaws in the reasoning.


[6]
(d)
Construct two further arguments that may challenge and/or support the conclusion. Your answers should include a developed discussion.
[8]
          Total Marks [20]
Are mobile phones really such a wonderful invention? Their use causes considerable nuisance to others when people are phoning in places like restaurants or trains. The public also use them whilst driving, thus increasing the dangers of accidents due to loss of concentration. This nuisance and danger looks likely to increase as another 4 million mobile phones were sold during the Christmas period 2000, adding to the 30 million already in use.

There are serious health risks involved in the excessive use of mobile phones. Reflecting their concern about such risks, the government has recently announced an investigation into them, costing £7 million. The Chief Medical Officer, Professor Liam Donaldson, stated

‘There is uncertainty. We don’t know whether a risk might be discovered’.

In waiting for firm evidence of these health risks we are in danger of repeating the mistakes of the B.S.E. crisis. Here again people were lulled into a false sense of security about the safety of eating beef because of the lack of evidence that it could cause C.J.D., the human form of B.S.E.

The effects on children are of particular concern. Mobile phone manufacturers rely on getting people ‘hooked’ when they are young. They design phones with a view to attracting the youth market rather like the way tobacco companies used to create a ‘cool’ image of cigarettes when they were allowed to advertise. Whilst parents have been persuaded of the greater security that the mobile phone offers, recent evidence suggests that 30% of muggings involve mobile phones being taken from the victim. Thus, young people are more vulnerable to attack.

There is a more general risk to a civilised life style. A vibrant culture depends on people meeting each other in public and talking to each other face to face. The mobile phone could be the ‘thin end of the wedge’. This would lead to the reality of the nightmare where we communicate only remotely with each other via machines.

Life was possible before the mobile phone. They are not really necessary, and we could all learn to live without them. As such, it is to be regretted that the mobile phone was ever invented.

