Write a critical evaluation of the following argument. Ensure that in your answer you:

• Explicitly identify the structure of the argument. i.e. any conclusions drawn and reasons given.

• Assess the argument by giving the assumptions which must be made, and explaining the flaws in reasoning.

• Present two further arguments which challenge and/or support the conclusion.

Three marks are available for quality of written communication.

Total Marks [20]
There would be great benefits if English replaced other languages and became the shared international language of all the world’s nations. A global economy, where all nations interact, would be more efficient if everyone spoke the same language. Objections may be raised by the various national ministers of culture. However, they have criticised other attempts at international unity, so their points of view should not be allowed to get in the way of progress.

The shared interest, understanding and cultural exchange which would follow from a common language, could also promote world harmony and peace. The problems of communication that have posed an obstacle to successful negotiations would cease, and we could look forward to a world without conflict.

A common language would also lay the basis for world government. This is a desirable and necessary step if such matters as worldwide atmospheric pollution are to be controlled. National governments are incapable of exerting such power, and existing international organisations such as the United Nations are too unwieldy to act effectively.

It is generally agreed that the English language has produced great literature. World literature could therefore be considerably enhanced if all such works were written in English. It is fitting that the language of Shakespeare should achieve this global status.

English is already the international language of the internet and air traffic control. It is inevitable that this trend will continue and that, with increasing globalisation, other languages will die out. Resistance to progress of this kind is futile.

