Critically evaluate the argument below. Ensure that you divide your answer as follows:

(a)
Identify the overall conclusion of the argument.


[1]
(b)
State the five reasons that are given to support the conclusion.
[5]
(c) Assess the argument by:

•  giving three assumptions
and

•  explaining three flaws in the reasoning.


[6]
(d)
Construct two further arguments that may challenge and/or support the conclusion. Your answers should include a developed discussion.
[8]
          Total Marks [20]

Despite the fact that many people find it acceptable to keep animals as pets, we should discourage this practice.

It is demeaning for animals to be owned as if they were simply somebody’s property to be sold and even discarded like a washing machine or tumble drier. Animals have a right to lead their own lives. Even if pets are treated kindly (and called ‘animal companions’) they are still suffering a condition that is similar to that of some humans before the abolition of slavery.

Whilst it is true that many people, especially the elderly, get a great deal of companionship from sharing their homes with a pet, the company of a dumb animal is a poor substitute for genuine human company. It also enables society to avoid really tackling the issue of the social isolation of many people in the modem world.

A great deal of money is wasted on pets with advertisers encouraging pet owners to buy ever more exotic foods, toys, cages and the like. This is money which should be used as a contribution to the cost of building hospitals, schools, and other facilities and services.

Also, there are plenty of unscrupulous people, such as ‘puppy farmers’ who exploit the demand for pets by indiscriminate breeding of animals. This causes many genetic defects in the animals and contributes to the number of unwanted animals in animal rescue centres.

An outright ban on people keeping pets would not be consistent with the desirable aim of living in a free society. However, if pet ownership ceased to be a widespread and acceptable practice, then a much healthier and civilised relationship between humans and animals would eventually result.

