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Answer ONE question from Section A and ONE question
from Section B.

SECTION A — COMMENTARY QUESTIONS
Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2.

MARKS ARE AWARDED IN PARTS (b) AND (c) OF
QUESTIONS 1 AND 2 FOR THE QUALITY OF WRITTEN
COMMUNICATION IN YOUR ANSWER.

1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

ODYSSEUS: It’s this. For the love of all the gods,
think twice
Before you do so rash and vile a
thing.
You cannot leave this man to rot 5
unburied.
You must not let your violent will
persuade you
Into such hatred as would tread
down justice. 10
There was a time when | too hated
him;
From the time | won the armour of
Achilles,
He was the bitterest enemy | had; 15
and yet,
Such though he was, | could not
bring myself
To grudge him honour, or refuse to
admit 20
He was the bravest man | ever saw,
The best of all that ever came to Troy,
Save only Achilles. It is against all
justice

2



AGAMEMNON:

ODYSSEUS:

AGAMEMNON:

ODYSSEUS:

AGAMEMNON:

ODYSSEUS:

AGAMEMNON:

ODYSSEUS:

AGAMEMNON:

ODYSSEUS:

AGAMEMNON:

ODYSSEUS:

For you to treat him with contempt.

God’s laws,

And not the man himself, you would

annihilate.

Even if you hate him, it is against all

justice

To lift your hand against a good man

dead.

Do you, Odysseus, take his part
against me?

| do. Yet, when there was a time to
hate,

| hated him.

Good reason to tread on him
Now he is dead!

Such impious triumph

Should be no glory to the son of
Atreus.

What has a king to do with piety?
At least he can respect a friend’s
good counsel.

A loyal friend should listen to his
superior.

Yet consider: here you have the
chance to rule

By choosing to be overruled.
Strong pleading

In such a worthless cause.

He was my enemy,

But he was noble.

Are you mad? Your enemy,

And dead, and you revere him?
Yes; his goodness

Outweighs his enmity by far.
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Sophocles, ‘Ajax’ 1331-1360



(a) Briefly describe the events in the play between the
suicide of Ajax and the start of this passage. [10]

(b) What are Agamemnon’s feelings towards Ajax in
this passage? How effectively does Sophocles
make these feelings clear in what BOTH Odysseus
AND Agamemnon say? [20]

(c) How is Odysseus portrayed in this passage? How
consistent is this with his portrayal elsewhere in

the play? [25]



Do NOT answer this question if you have already

answered Question 1.

MARKS ARE AWARDED IN PARTS (b) AND (c) OF

QUESTIONS 1 AND 2 FOR THE QUALITY OF WRITTEN

COMMUNICATION IN YOUR ANSWER.

2 Read the passage and answer the questions.

MEDEA: Then — get your wife to ask her father to let

JASON:

MEDEA:

JASON:

them stay.

Why, certainly; I’'m pretty sure she’ll win him

over.

She will, if she’s like other women. But | too

Can help in this. I'll send a present to your
wife —

The loveliest things to be found anywhere
on earth.

The boys shall take them. — One of you
maids, go quickly, bring

The dress and golden coronet. — They will
multiply

Her happiness many times, when she can
call her own

A royal, noble husband, and these
treasures, which

My father’s father the Sun bequeathed to
his descendants.

Boys, hold these gifts. Now carry them to
the happy bride,

The princess royal; give them into her own
hands.

Go! She will find them all that such a gift
should be.

But why deprive yourself of such things,
foolish woman?
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MEDEA:

Do you think a royal palace is in want of
dresses?

Or gold, do you suppose? Keep them, don’t 30
give them away.

If my wife values me at all she will yield to

me

More than to costly presents, | am sure of

that. 35
Don’t stop me. Gifts, they say, persuade

even the gods;

With mortals, gold outweighs a thousand
arguments.

The day is hers; from now on her prosperity 40
Will rise to new heights. She is royal and
young. To buy

My sons from exile | would give life, not just
gold.

Come, children, go both of you into this rich 45
palace;

Kneel down and beg your father’s new wife,

and my mistress,

That you may not be banished. And above

all, see 50
That she receives my present into her own
hands.

Go quickly; be successful, and bring good

news back,

That what your mother longs for has been 55
granted you.

Euripides, ‘Medea’ 941-975



(a) Briefly describe the events in the play since
Jason’s first entry on stage. [10]

(b) How does Euripides make this passage
dramatically effective? In your answer you should
include discussion of the situation on stage and
the language used. [20]

(c) How is the relationship between Medea and Jason
portrayed in this passage? How typical is this of
her relationship with the other male characters in
the play? [25]

[SECTION A TOTAL: 55]



SECTION B — ESSAYS
Answer ONE question.

Start your answer on a new page.

MARKS ARE AWARDED FOR THE QUALITY OF WRITTEN
COMMUNICATION IN YOUR ANSWER.

3

‘Characters in Aeschylus’‘Agamemnon’ have no
control at all over their own fate’ How far do you agree
with this statement?

In your answer, you should:
consider the fate of AT LEAST TWO characters;

include an analysis of how their actions contribute to
their fate;

support your answer with evidence from Aeschylus’
‘Agamemnon’.

[45]



‘Nothing but a savage condemnation of war.’ How far
would you agree with this description of Euripides’
“Trojan Women’?

In your answer, you should:

consider how the effects of war are portrayed in the
play;

include an analysis of the themes of the play;
use evidence from Euripides’ ‘Trojan Women’.

[45]
How far do you agree that women are always
portrayed as victims in Greek Tragedy?
In your answer, you should:

consider the role played by women in the plays;

include an analysis of how women are treated in the
plays;

use evidence from AT LEAST TWO of the following
plays:
Aeschylus’ ‘Agamemnon’, Sophocles’ ‘Ajax’,
Euripides’ ‘Medea and Trojan Women’.

[45]

[SECTION B TOTAL: 45]

END OF QUESTION PAPER



BLANK PAGE

10



BLANK PAGE

11



OCR¥

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content
that it uses in its assessment materials. OCR has attempted to identify and
contact all copyright holders whose work is used in this paper. To avoid the
issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright
acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright Acknowledgements
Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely
available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live
examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any
third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct
its mistake at the earliest possible opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First
Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE.

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment
is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate
(UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.

2307275355 * 12





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


